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Proceedings of the Madras Government in the Public Works
nt, dated 80th January 1863, No. 263 :—

Procee Tings of the

Departme

o opinion of D

_Referring for consideration th
of the new syatem of cashing

generally, on the working
cheques by 3 letter of Advice.

January 1863, Nos. 524, 523.)
_.—-———"—"— .

February 1862, No. 404.

>

No. 360. ORDER THEREON, 925th

1. The reports of the District Engineers tran
with tha Public Works Order above recorded, show that those Officers are divided in opini
to the efficacy of the system laid down in Revenue Order datéd 7th February 1862 \?0 ;02715

"which prohibited Tahsildars from paying
Public Works uatil they nave roceived from the drawer a regular Letter of Advice, and made th
’ G em

personally responsible for payments made by them on forged cheques. The majority of District
Engineers are in favor of the new rule as materially lessening the facility for forgin ch1b "

. . g es
though at the cost of some extra trouble and inconvenience. glag eheques, .

9. If the responsib

ility of Tahsildars for payments on forged cheques is maint ined '

enforced, the letters of advice must, in justice to them, be retained, as a Pl‘otecti(malie and
partial and inconvenient ; but ona careful re-consideration of the subject the (‘o’v e
are of opinion that it is nob right to throw the entire responsibility of paying foro; 1 elinment
on Tahsildars. Some of them do not know English at all, and others who ujlders:mnd cEleqlfes
are nob "competent judges of English signatures. All these Officers are he ‘_1 nglish
and are as often absent from a8 present ab their Treasury stations. In the a;];:;g worked
Tahsildar the Sheristadar takes charge, and the best paid Sheristadar only gets 5fe of the
* monthly ; for which sum 2 person who knows English well enough to detect a fﬁ do' Rupees
{ bo easily procured- - rge Slgngtum

to a regular cheque canno
ave rise to the order under consideration, the forzer obtained blank
ect of the Assistaat Engineer to keep them under ziock and key m}
- - - - - ) n
_Of the District Engineers lay great stress on the
ing ordered to keep their cheque books under lock

3. 1In thecase which g
forms of cheques by the negl
the correspondence now submitted many
importance of District and range Officers be

and key, implying, that chequ
as a rule to be filled up by & Clerk, who of course gets the book into his hands for this purpose

whether at othelf..times it is locked up or not. "‘The. letters of advice are generally written out b
a Clork 2nd comotimes they appear to be entrusted to the holder of the cheque. This laxit ii
1t of the re;ponsibility« being taken off the Depa[tgem

the natural rest
dthrown on the Revenue Officers, If the former keep their cheques under

ctically impossible.
ces His Excellency the Governor in Council resolves to laf

doing business 18
of Public VWorks and th!
lock and key forgery is pra

4. Under these circumstan

Rules on the subject of drawing cheques :—

down the following |
I Dvery Officer of the Public Works Department entitled to draw cheque; will b
. v R

furnished with a regular ¢
ble consecutivel numbered and, in fact, similar in all respects -
’ y J S p ’ .to those used by Banking

Establishments. .
1I. The holder of every

" key, and t0 account for every cheque in it.
- 111 The body of the cheque and t
out of whose possession the cheque book is on 10 account to pass.
drawn simply in favor of «Z_ or bearer ” and handed over

che(iue bo‘ok will be fequired to kéep' ,it ‘snfely lmder‘lo(;k. nd
. an
he counter-margin should be filled in by the dra\;ing

officer,

1V. The cheq\ie should be
1o the payee, Whose pusiness it will be to take care of it as he would of coin.

istrictEngineeﬂ} (Vide Public Works Proceedings, 30th -

o - any cheque issued by an Officer of the Department of

os are not sokept at present. The  body” of the cheque appears

heque book prepared in a style rendering forgery practically impossi-

sferred to this Department for consideration =~

- =TT~
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dings of the Jlailms Government, Revenue I)epm'lmcnt.
. L 25th February 1863.

P

N D‘Ib‘; i 0( s w T [ S a‘ny chegue d ATn on any t lﬁ
. ursing licers "1
‘ H 24 1 efuse to Cﬂ\h 1
eﬂtab Bhed f()rm ()f cheque or which may app art | h l h” ‘ | ;
. othem | it
ear nayp tn hlvd bEC\ f‘);_,'.‘l oy t\i“;"-:‘\-"l \.l‘n.‘

VI. Disrecard o d
. sregard of i voly a

on Government g these precautions will involve irvaricily pave i .

| ) 2 iy pavnient of e lusy tntm:e\
\ o.. If alter the prdmulga
authotized forms be cas

hed th

5 e whole TR

.cheque be of the establish responsibility will rest on the pasvigr o)

. ablished form the offt e it szoidicer,and if the foreed

negligence the cheque was obtaj oflicer of the Public Works D y the forg
obtained will be held respon epartincnt through whesé

ment "lay meur in COHSEqUCDCe Of L}le for,:’ely.
be eXpeCtC‘d to exercise dll due plecaUJO-I to

f ‘ . (1 y s
jese IU‘ + .
blon [v] the wuies f(rc((:h (.“C Les arawn ¢ al ‘u
4] 1 t:

oy
stble for (L. .
Lven in the Lyt T is doss which the Gover?”
He lailer cases tie payiag 0.fic whi
g dicers '

responsibility for t} Prevent ti
ne loss wi ne successf, o
ill not devolve on them, They witt ul commission of forgerys but
iLbz amenalle | aniske
igwever to [yun-h

ment for such
culpabl i
6. Undos th{; Rilneghgence as may be established arainst )
€8 now pasced | ~3inst them
up, they must g} p e attors of ad . g1
. give extra tro Vice are unnecas
3 Uble caus anecessary
- , cause dela rig) TY an
7. These R . ¥ occasionaldy
t¢ Rules w . 4, aud yar :
may be given tg th " :e communicated to tin Public W recessarily burdem the post
em ; 1 i Works !
Collect i and the Doard of sV
ors. The Ck; of Revenve wi!
1 N Wi 1 .
carefully at Madra ‘;‘}f ingineer should adopt measure ‘ tb: }hquested to circulate them to the
s of some pa asures to have a supn' '
be secured in their Treasuri pattern not easy to be imitated an \1‘. 2 sapply of chequis prepat®
Officers of the De tes under the usual precaution ‘@ sent to the several Collectors to
sand issued frem time to time to 198

partment of P .
be countersigned by the I; Public Works ag reqtired. Ing
he Distri : vd.dncen ,
tiet Engineer and 20ty th ts for these cheque Looks shou'd
ite

Fharge of the Treasury i ‘
S i T thr:;‘a‘:d:iwm Lo torg ot th(,o‘.'nec:‘or or Deputy Colicctor in
IT)Z;:XS{H\:;:S"I; h:,s. Signaniré.'q 'I::):m(l}zjter thz toty] nambar m:io?z'“{’ ;Y: e ","yi"": g m:
0 dlrﬁct that eacly ermment deeta it a5y o e AN i
“Cresary inorder to protect v
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- 5w ' tore f 3 -
8. The Deputy CJ; il usually be familizr il Troasury Deputy Collector with
attended to iq y O rief Engineers will 1, . ‘
marging every District, and to o
' "8 are properly writteq up L L0 1mspact 4

-

d may at once bC gf.v('ﬂ

13 - - .
epartmentin order that effect

ui.‘ed HERY
q 10 tatis]y thems

q pl'¢
he ¢! ea d

; elres that these Rul
1271e boaggs oyl 1 LY
cceasiomally and see that ¥
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Preric Works DEPARTMENT.
) - ‘ Public.
PROCEEDINGS OF THE MADRAS GOVERNMENT.
Dead the following letter from Colomfl w. 1. BIRDWOOD, R. E,, Chief Engineer, to the
Sceretary o Government, Dablic 1Vorks Department, dated Chepauk, 1Gth January 1863
No. 5,076:— ) ‘
SIR, :
1. With reference to their Orders marginally quoted, Ihave the honor to forward for
‘ ubmission to G i
927 Letters and Memoranda. s' . [.1 ° h ° . .Overnmeflt -t’he acc?mpanyxng letters con-
e Soptonber 1862, No. %,193_ taining the opinlon of District Engineers generally on the
isth » o o 2287 working of the new system of Cashing Cheques by a Letter
s of the correspondence is subjoined. 'This system has not been followed

of Advice. A preci .
out in the Presidency District.
o additional protection against fraud, whilst a considerablé amount of

Ganjam.——IS n ..
additional office work is entailed thereby.

YLetter No. 181, duted 5th November 1862,

Lotter No. 943, dated 20th October 1862. Vizagapatam.—Works well, and answers the purposes

for which it is intended.

rds no protection from loss, and is productive of delay in paying work
o

Godavery.—Alo
people and contractors.

Tetter No. 891, dated 10th November 1862.

th November 1862.

Letter No. 116, dated 10 Kistna.—Not aware of any objection to the new

system, which works well in this District.

Nellore~Does not appear to give much security,

ated 3rd November 1862.
k while it involves some delay in obtaining cash.

Lotter No. 9,241, d

Letter No, 628, dated 27 October 1862, Cuddapah.—Causes no difficulty in this District.
| PO, I :
Bellary.~Works well, and is a perfect check against
forgery:
1—Is considered to be a decided improvement when the Letters of Advice are
despatched by the District post. DButina few instances

difficulty was experienced in despatching them by that

Letter No. 962, dated 10th November 1862.

Kurnoo

Letter No. 544, dated 6th November 1862.

means.

nvenience has resulted beyond the additional trouble of writing
the Letter of Advice. That such a document is of any
advantage is purely imaginary.

Madras—As yet 00 inco

Letter No. 1,267, Jated 3rd Navember 1862.

dh Arcot.—1t kas its advantages though it imposes a little extra labor which can be
saved by the use of printed Letters of Advice. The only
objection “{o the system is the delay it will cause in the
cashing of cheques. ' :

Noi

r No. 1,7¢8, dated 7tb November 18062

Lette

¢.—=Does not afford much security against forged cheques being cashed, and by
the delay in the payment of cheques might cause much
inconvenience to parties.

South Arco
Letter No- 139, Jated 6th December 1862,
_\Vill cause delay in the cashing of cheques, and probably the cost of paper and
the time taken up will far exceed the amount of risk
incurred at present.

Tanjore.

Letter No. 122, dated 5th August 1862.

Lettor No. 690, dated 5tB Acgust 1863 Trichinopoly.—Will occasion delay in paying contrac-
tors, &ec. ’

o.— Has not so far interfered with the prompt receipt of money by subordinates, but
opinions differ respecting the efficacy of the system.

Madur

Letter No» 879 dated 1st November 1862.
Tinnevclly.— Generally not productive of inconveni-

101, dated 6th November 1862,
ence, but is not an entire prevention to forgery.

Letter No.




e

-

o

Letter No. 416, dated 27th December 1862. Coimbatore.—~Is not productive of any inconvenience,

but affords an excellent check against forgery.

Letter No. 118, dated 27th October 1862. S alem.—Works satisfactorily, and answers the purpose
for which it was introduced.

Letter No. 121, dated 4th November 1862, South Canara.—1Is to some extent conducive to security
against fraud,

Malabar.—Contracts very much the margin left open for forgery or other fraud. It may
Letter No, 205, dated 5th November 1862, occasion a little more trouble and delay, which, however,

cannot overbalance the advantazes gained by way of pre-
caution against fraud.

Letter No. 300, dated 17th November 1862, Bangalore.~Works well, and affords additional
security against fraud.

2. On a review of the whole T am of opinion that the Letter of Advice may be continued
with advantage.

ORDER THEREON, 30th January 1863, No. 263.

Referred to the Revenue Department for consideration with reference to the Orders in
that Department dated 13th September 1862, No, 1,965.

(True Extract.)

W Colonel, R. E.,

e S eorelary to Government,

To the Revenue Department, wu\\%c\osures. |
»  Chief Engineer,

Exd, 8, T, Augustin,
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