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No.232. Tead the following Proceedings of the Board ' ‘
. o g ard of Revenue, dated 23rd J 1—
Read the following letter from J. 1. MINCHIN, Esq., Collector of Kuranl;l t(il:;ar);;glﬁ)gl:E
STON, Esq., Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated Kurnool, éth Jar.xuary 1863-‘

No. 6.

SiR,
7. I have been {urnished by a friend with the Report of the Directors of the Madras Irriga-

tion and Canal Coripany, dated 27th November last, and my atteution has been called to the

following paragraphs :—
« From the 43:d to the %2nd mile, the excavation of the chief Canal h
ies by the latest accounts was being expeditiously aug-

¢ and the strength of the working parti
but fair to the Chief Engineer and to bis staff, to state that the work on
tarded by the acts of the Collector of the District, who, though

authorizing the transfer of the required land, withheld
wguch transfer. In Apiil last the Government sanctioned the estimates, and this Officer was
« directed to give over land to the Company- In May, however, he called upon the Government
¢ 1o reconsider their decision, which, on the 05th June, they refused todo; but it was not, until
ugust that the Order of April was really put into operation, 1t is believed
highly disapproved of by the Madras Government, and that a recurrence
s of cuch unnecessary obstruction will not again be permitted, whilst every effortis being

¢ made torepair the loss of time thus created,” pages 5 and 6. Again that upon the “succeeding
. - o
3cd to the 91st mile construction has commenced after a long and unnecessary

« delay created by the acts of the Collector of the District,” page 8.

2. 1 have thus been charged with seriously retarding the works of the Company by reftising
though authorized to doso; and it is hinted that my conduct was highly
and that I had been warned against the recurrence of such

as also been commenced,

« mented, it is, however,
s this section has been soriously re
« having an Order of the Government,

« the beginning of A
¢ that this conduct was

« portion, from the 4

to make over land,
disapproved of by the Government,
Jecessary obstruction. '

3. The belief of the Directors of the Company
n the fact of such censure having been past is unknown to myself, does not seriously
d, but as the statement thus widely published is [ believe not sapported
tors should have liazarded the assertion upon mere conjecture.
been seriously retarded by my acts, is
dates will show that

uni
as to my having incurred Government
censure, whe -
affect my peace of min
by fact, I regret thut the Direc
4. The charge that the works of the Company have
that I cannot pass it over without reply. A simple reference to

it is absolutely without foundation.

5. The duty of purchasing and making over to the
t by the Deputy Collector, Ragoonatha Row,
laid down by Government, he is only authorized to
drawn up by the Officers of the Company and sanc
er therefore be the date of Government sanction to
he receipt of the gapctioned land plans b

d for the Canal,

Company lands require
pecial business.

employed on this s
make over lands, as specified

tioned by the Consulting
works, land can only be
y the Revenue Officers

is carried ou
Under the rules
in grouqd plans,
Lagineer. Whatev
made overto the Company ou t
in the District. )
G. From the 43
pank, creating 2 series 0
7. On representations previously made by myse
r that as the Company'’s Engineer
they were only prepared to make over as much lan
equired if the Canal had been constructed with a double banl.\’, while the su
be paid for by the Company, and the Board of Revenue wal¥ directed to settle the payments due

for land by the Government and the Company.

g, The Board decided finally in their Order of t
hed by the Company's Ingineers, and sanctioned by the €
clearly what lands would be requisite for the construction 0

panks, and what would be submerged by the mode of construction really adopted. . .
| 9. The ground plans of the waud mile were received from the

Canal from the 48rd to the 72
. Consulting Engineer by banghy in t em was the required

the Canal, if so it may be called, consists of a sibgle
submerging about 12 square miles of valuable land,
1f the (Governmeut on the 19th May 18062,

had selected this mode of construction
d as would have been

bmerged land must

rd to the 72nd mile,
f large tanks, and

No. — past an Orde
solely for economys

he Sth July, that the ground plans to be
onsulting Engincer, should dis-

furnis >
fthe Canal with double

tmgmsh

he month of June Tast,, but in none of t
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue De

partment,
14th February 1863. '

information afforded distinguishing what land was to be paid for by Governmen

t and what by
the Company.

10. I should have acted in strict accordance with my duty had I simply returned the plans
for correction, and given over no land until the required information had been supplied. I
knew however that such a course would have been vexatious, and therefore applied direct to
the Company’s Chief Engineer for un-official plans showing what land was absolutely required
for the construction of the Canal.

11. These un-official plans were received only in August, and v

pon them all necessary land
was immediately made over to the Company,

12, On this as on many other occasions, I have exceeded the strict bounds of authoiity
vested in me by Government Regulations, in order to expedite the works of the Company, and
owing to the zealous performance of his difficult task by Deputy Collector Ragoonatha, Row, land
has always been made over to its Officers with unexpect

ed promptitude,
13. The statement of the Directors that their works have be

. en seriously retarded by my
acts, is absolutely without foundation.

14 The Directors are of course aware that 1 have always remonstrated strongly against
the mode of construction adopted for the Canal by which so much valuable land is destroyed
solely on account of a fancied econemy.

15. The representations on the subject which it was my duty to make, procureq the Order
of Government that submerged land should be paid for by the Company, My proceedings on
this account were probably considered obnoxious by the Directors, The action taken by me on
the subject was however not productive of one day’s delay to their works, and I regret that any
hostile feeling that may have been thus engendered should have Jed them to indulge in public
charges of such absolute falsity. : :

16. The Board are cognizant of all my proceedings in connection with
I look confidently to their support under these unjust accusations,

17. As the Directors of the Company have made their charges against me ag public as
possible, I trust that the Government will allow my explanation also to be published, to remove

* the false impressions which the statements of the Directors, if uncontradicted, would create,

-18. It.is to be regretted that several of the assertions in the Report concerning the pro-
gress of the works, are as incorrect as the charge levelled against myself, the falseness of which
it has been necessary for me to expose, N

the Company, and

1. Ordered that the above letter be submitted to Governm
tion that as the report of the Directors of the Irrigation Co

papers, Mr. Minchin’s letter may in fairness to hip and to ¢
to the Press. .

ent with the Board’y recommenda-

mpany has been published in the

he shareholders be communicated

2. 'The Board do not believe that the legiiimate operations of the C i

g Ly b Board do not blere it he gy ompany have been in
3. They are confident that he has afforded them a] reasonable assist

only done his duty in defending the rights of the S;ate a b D e has

nd of individuals istri
: : n the Dist;
his charge, when circumstances necessitated caution ip o tho. oer

meeting the requisiy
pany’s Officers, quisitions of the Cop.

(A true Copy angd Extract.)

— (Signed.) W, HUDLESTO
14th February 1863, N, 337,

1. The Government concur m the Board’s remarks i paragraphs 2
ceedings. Mr. Minchin’s letter will be placed on the records of G°Verp s 2an
inform him that the Government are satisfieq with his zeal and effici il

2. The Government deem it inexpedient to place these ency,

L . : apers . ’
nolice in any way the mig-representations of which Mr, M-mch?niom ‘;ﬂ the Et%m)rs. table or to
vflice practically refutes the assertions to which he referg and pr Plains, i continuance i
dence of his Government, Proves that }

€ retains the copfi-
(Signed.) I. D, STM,

ecre
Crelary 4o Government,

N, Seer
No. 233. ORDER THEREON, cretary.
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