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' Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
16tk December 1863.

No. 276.  Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 4th December
1863, No. 7,623 :— . ‘

Read again letter from the Collector of Malabar, dated 26th August 1863, No. 186, in Board's
Proceedings, 11th September 1863, No. 5,720. ‘

Read also the following letter from the same Officer, dated 9th November 1863, No. 249.
1. With reference to the Board’s Proceedings dated 11th September last, No. 5,720, I have
the honor to submit afull report of the circumstances connected with the embezzlement of Stamps
committed by the late Stamp Vendor of Shernad, ..

: 2. The Vendor, Tasha M '

Dated 24th July 1858, No. 1,029, received with Board’s s e . ’ enon, Was

Proceedingsl,l y ] Au’gust0185é, o 2,007, originally entertained at Palghaut, under the
Orders of Government noted marginally.

_A Gumashta on 15 Rupees had been proposed for Palghaut, but the Tahsildar of the Talook
having suggested the employment of two hands on 8 and 6 Rupees respectively, with an allow-
ance of 1 Rupee for Saderward expenses, the suggestion was adopteéd,

A Brahmin named Shamu Putter was appointed on 8 Rupees, and Tasha M fore-
mentioned on 6 Rupees per month, from Ist November 1858, P enon alore

The former individual, Shamu Putter, was offered by the latter as his surety for 500 Rupees,
-and was accepted as such. :

8. After some time, Tasha Menon was appointed Stamp Vendorin the Shernad Moonsiff’s
Court. The Security Bond furnished on his belialf at Palghaut by Shamu Putter was deemed
sufficient, as its provisions extended the responsibility of the surety to any other post of Stamp
Vendor to which Tasha Menon might be appointed.

4. While holding the situation of Vendor in the Shernad Moonsif’s Court, Tasha Menon
reported one day® to the Moonsiff that he had found the seal
of the .box, in which he had secured the Stamps in his
, possession, broken and the lock of it open ; thus showing
that a robbery of Stamps had been perpetrated. e o 4

5. The Moonsiff examined the contents of the box, and Stamps to the value of Rupees 962-7-0
were found wanting. ‘ _ .

6. A repoft was also sent by the Vendor to this Office, in which he told the same story
that he had told to the Moonsiff, ‘

On the receipt of this report I informed the Superintendent of Police, South Malabar, of
the case. He proceeded to Ferok, tl.le Moonsiff’s station, and instituted inquiries.

The Sub-Magistrate of Tiruvangaddy, within whose jurisdiction Ferok lies, made also some
inquiries afterwards. .

7. Tt was soon apparent that the Vendor had himself embezzled Stamps to a large amount
'and that his story of robbéry was a mere blind to cover his own fraud. !

* 1st Decermnber 1862, '

8. A large number of Stamps were discovered to have been sold to various parties, without
any entry of such sales in the Vendor’s accounts. The proceeds had been embezzled ; the Vendor
apprehending that his defalcations would come to light, thought it wise to start a story of
robbery to account for them. .

, 9. Under the foregoing circumstances the Vendor was committed by me to the S si
Coutt of Calicut, undér Secijon 409 of the Iudian Penal Code, ¥ ® Sessions

: * Dated 26th Augast 1863, No. 186, After _his comn_littal and before his case
B could be tried and disposed of, he hung himself
in the Jail as stated in my previous'report.

10. . With a view however to ascertain whether or not 1.2 value of the Stamps embezzled
could be realized by the sale of the Vendor’s property, or of that of his Surety, the case was
entrusted to the Deputy Collector, Southern Division, for inquiry,

11. Hisinquiry, as I have said in my first letter, shows that no property beh')nging to the
Vendor exists, except some logs of timber of the value of Rupees 22-8-0.

The sale of his Surety’s property, for reasons given in the same letter, is r?gt.advisable as it
will ruin the owner. I therefore again recommend its release from attachment,



ry

"Rupees 871-12-9 in the accounts, and to release the deceased’s Surety from further liabi

No. 277.

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
16¢th December 1663,

Paragraph 8 of letter 26th August 1863,

. zs. 4. » haveproposed to levy from the Surety, and the

Deficiency... R =« 92 7 o estimated value of the timber, come to Rupees
Penaltn, Deduct. 5 o o 72-8-0.  Besides this there is a sum of Rupees
Value}:)'f'th.nb(;; attached.s oo 22 8 0 18-2-3, which can also be cr_ed1ted to Govern- .
Vendor's commission held in ment on account of the deficiency, It is the
dopositiess wi ae  ae 18 2 8 amount of commission due to the deceased
T 910 3 YVendor and now held ia deposit in my

Total.. 87112 ¢  Lreasury.

Thus the total amount that can berealized is Rupees 90-10-3. This being deducted from

the deficiency, leaves a balance of Rupees 871-12-9, wkich I request authority to write off the
accounts. : )

13. Adverting to paragraph 2 of the Board's Proceedings under acknowledgment, I haye
the honor to state that the house pledged as security was considered to be of sufficient valye to
cover the amount of security required, viz., Rupees 500. In fact the house if sold would now,

- it is believed, fetch this sum, but the circumstances of the man entitle him to consideration,

14.  As the security offered was unencumbered, ..2 - “iection seemed to exist to allowing one
Stamp Vendor to stand ‘security for another.

1. Ordered that the above Papers be submitted to Government with the Board’s recom.
mendation that the Collector be authorized to write off the balance deficiency, viz.,
lity,

2. The Board however disapprove the system of accepting one Stamp Vendor as security

for another, inasmuch as the personal property 6f the Surety himself must be viewed as already
hypothecated to Government for his own liabilities,

3. The Board will not require the cancellation of such Security Bonds where they already
exist, but the Collector will not accept swch in future

4. Recent events have shown that much care is requisite in this matler, in connectjon
with Stamp Vendors. ~ .

ORDER THEREON, 16th Dc-ember 1863, No. 2,302,

1. 'With these Proceedings the Board of Revenue submit letters from the Collector of
Malabar reporting the circumstances connected with the embezzlement of Stamps committed by
Tasha Menon, Stamp Vendor of Shernad, to the amount of Rupees 962-7-0. o

2. Tasha Menon’s Surety was one Shamu Putter, himself also a Stamp Vendor. The for-
mer individual was committed to the Sessions Court of Calicut for the embezzlement ; but before
the trial of his case he hung himself in the Jail. To meet the deficiency only Rupees 40-10-3
is stated to be forthcoming, viz., Rupees 22-8-0 value of the deceased Vendor's. property, and
Rupees 18-2-3 the amount of commission due to him and held in deposit. .

3. As regards the Sarety, the Collector and Loard propose that this individual should be

released from all liability in the matter with a fine of Rupees 50 ; because, the Collector remarks,’

the sale of the property pledged by him as security, and which is valued at 500 Rupees, would
involve his ruin,

4. Tothis proposal the Governor in Council zist oacline to accede. Shamu Putter's
consent to stand security was a voluntary act ; and the Bond Jurnished by him should be enforced
on principle to prevent the responsibilities of Sureties beiug lightly thought of, The Board will
issue instructions accordingly. They will also order the institution of further enquiry as to
whether the deceased Vendor's stock was duly examined periodically, “and if so, with what
result. , ’

5. The Order in paragraph 2 of the Board’s Proceedings of 4th instant, above recorded, is

- approved ; but as to paragraph 3, the Security Bonds therein referred to must be cancelled as

soon as possible,
(True Extract.)

(Signed) J. D. SIM,

Secretary to Gorernment.

To the Board of Revenue.

Exd. S. T. Augustin,

12. The penalty of 50 Rupees, which I
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* The amount of security is 500 Rupess.

- and defeets reetified, - »

No. 5790, -

Pzocexovcs or Tax Boatn or Revexve, dated 11th September 1868,

B ‘Read the folléwing letter from G. A. BALLARD, Esq.; Collector of Malabar, to W.-HUD.

LESTON, Esq., Secretary to the Board of Revenus, dated- Calicut, 26th Agghsb 1863,
No. 186:— S ' T
1. T have the honor to reply to tha Board’s Proceedings dated 29th June 1863, No. 3,692,

2. Iregret that there is no probability of the value of the stamps embezzled by the Vendor
adverted to being recovered, ex pect to a very small extent. D SN

1

3. The inquiry held in the case by the Depuaty Collector, Southern ‘Divisvion', sho_wé that ‘

little o‘p no property belonging to the Vendor exists.

4. Certain lands and cattle attached at Ponany on account of the defalcation are the proPérty A
of his ancestors or Tarwad, and cannot be hsld answerable for his ber;onal liabilities,

‘5. - A house and garden with some timber and ‘hoqsehold artiéles were attached in Calicut as ‘
~ the property of the Veador; but of thess it appears the timberfulone beloags to him, The house

a1l gacden are climed by his sister and her title is supported by unexceptionable evidence, She
occupies the house, and the articles in it are apparently he? own, . B

"~ 6. "Undet thase circumstances I have directad the release from attachment of all the proper-

" ties refe'r;"?:d to in paragraphs 4 and 5, with the excepiion of the timber, the estimated valug of .

Which is?l:{.uf)‘ees 22-8-0.  This I propose to sell:. )

7.7 This is all that can be realized on account of tha Vendor, e is dead having hung himself .

in the Jail here after his committal to the Sessions Court for Embezzlement,
N b s .

8. Asregards hiévsuréty., The mau is really in poor circumstances, and is himself g Stamp
' Vendor, The property pledged as ‘8acurity is a small - house
‘ in which he lives, Itis now under attachment, but its sale
will ruin the owner, I recommend its release from attachment. At the same time as it is desira-
ble to show securities that their responsibility is not merely nominal, I propose that a penalty of
50 Rupees be levied from him. o - ‘

8. Ifthese prbpqsitions meet with the approval of the Boarl a sam of about Rupees 79-8-0
' : : can be realized and credited to Government, - The remain-

" * Rupeos 889-15.0. 'jng'deﬁpiency* wusi be written off the accounts,

-

. ) » ‘ ’ S o i
1. Asthe Orders of Government must be taken in the case, the Collector will please to
submit a {ull report of the circumstances. : Co

2. He will at the same time explain how it was such bad sccurity was taken and specially

how one Stamp Vendor was allowed to become sccuity for another. ‘ B
3. The securities and stocks of all the Vendors ia the District should be carefully scrutinized, ' .

" (A true Copy and Extract.) ‘
(Signed)- W. HUDLESION,
- SR o , C Secretary,
To G A. Ballard, Esq., Collector of Malabat. T

Copy to R. W. Norfor, Esq., Supetinteﬁdent of Stamps,

Exd, d. Wright. S .

“L
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