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Proceedings of the M adras Government, Revenue Dejﬁrtrﬂent,
- : *. 13¢h December 1863. - : :
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-No, 258. Read the’ following letter from R. L. ‘MAST‘ER, 'ESq., Oﬂiéiariuxg Director of
- Revenue Settlement, to J. ' D. SIM, Esq, Secretary to Government, Revenuye Depart-
* nment, Fort Saint George, dated Madras, 13th November 1863, No, 1,365/77 :—

- Sir, ) o
1. I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the Proceedings of Government, dated

« < 1st September, No. 1,601, reviewing the Survey and Settlement Reports for the year 1862, aud
to submit the information called for in paragraphs 3, 6, 9, 26 and 217, S

2. Adverting to paragraph 3, I beg to explain that the reason why the omission to mark the
Theodolite stations in Nellore was not sooner discovered and rectified, was that the demarcation

“baving been commenced many months before ‘the Survey Department came on the ground, a
- H .

- . large tract had been completed in advance, and further that the Officers of the Survey Depart-
men* id og bring the omission to notice till a considerable additional period had lapsed. "The

<" Jungle v agh which nes had to be cleared was so dense and the process of cutting them in a

" remtily populated country, so difficult and tedious, that the largersizes in which ;\’-aste blocks
were marked out did not compensate for the delay. - : . -

3. The records of my office not containing suficiently detailed information to enable me to

* 24th October, furnish the report called for in paragraph 6, I applied to the

- Deputy’ Director in Trichinopoly for the particulars,and I beg

to forward a copy of his letter for the information of Government, The work in the villazes

demarcated under the orders of Mr. Puckle himself, was performed at g time when he was still

engaged in Trichinopoly. Ile had no Ruropean Assis‘ants to aid him ang had no opportunity

of personally inspecting the demarcation before his departure to England, As regards the

Subordinate Officers, I concur with Mr.' Puckle in the opinion that they can hardly be held re.

sponsible for the errors and defects inseparable from a system such as that which he describes, and
which, though powerless to alter, it will be szen that they remonstrated against, ’

“4.. With respect to the work on the Shevaroy Hills the Demarcation Officers are c'ertain]y,
not free from blame as regards some of the errors committed, but it is also certain that they had:.
unusual hindrances to contend against, as will be seen from paragraph I1 of Mr, DPuckle's letter,:

14¢h March 1863, No. 35. This g corroborated by the Collector of Salem, who in writing
, to the Board said ‘ many land holdersat Yercaud do not reside -
“ there, and their Overseers appear to have been ignorant of the boundaries of their masters’ :
“lands. Ilence mistakeshave arisen and various pieces of land have been laid down as Governa -
“ ment waste which are private property.” Mr.: Arbuthnott personally assured me that he was .

not surprised at many of the mistakes made in the Shevaroy demarcation. Ouly a few days ago -
I received a complaint from Mr. Fischer, stating that neither the boundaries of his Estates nor -

the marks upon them were correctly laid down or put up. This complaint I referred to the.
Deputy Director with the remark that if the boundaries of the Estates had been pointed out by
Mcr. Fischer or his Agents, and if the marks on them had been put up, as the rules require, by .
"the game parties, I was at a loss to understard how the alleged mistakes could have occur;'ed,
Mr. Puckle now reports that the erroneous demarcation ig attributed by Mr, Fischer to the
trickery of his own Manager. It is obvious that the Demateation Department cannot prevent
errors of this nature. S . 5 o
. 5. Referring to paragraph 9, the Officers who superiatended the work in Coimbatore during
the year 1862 were Mr. W. C. Stuart, Acting Deputy Director, Mr. II. B. Addis, Probutionar;’
Assistant Director, and for the first three months Mr. J. H. Schnarré, Assistant Director, who
has since quitted the Department. As already swated these Officers labored under great
disadvantages, coT
6.  'With referencs to the remark of Government in paragraph 26, on the alleged bad demsr-
cation in the Wynad, it will be observed from Major Priestley’s Report that the survey operations
in that locality only extended over three months and a half of 1862, viz., from Jalfuary to the
middle of April. Onreference to the records of my office, I find that a correspondence took plice
at the end of 1861 and early in 1862 between my predeczssor and the Superintendent of Revenue .
Survey on the subject of defects discovered in the Wynad demarcation and that orders for their
correction were at the time issued, | - DU
7. Inreply to paragraph 27, I ber to state that it has hitherto beenusual to construct the
field marks of stone in those localities only where it is procurable within a reasonable distance,
which does not seem to have been the case all over the Nellore Talook, The granite and lateiite
blocks alluded to in paragraph 28 of my Report for 1862, as having been used in the Nellore
District generally, were for vil'age boundary pillars, and in some instances had to be conveyed a,
considerable distance. The cost to the Ryots both in labor and money involved in demarcating
with stone fields in irrigated lands, when that material is not near at hand, is so heavy that it
has not been thought 1ight to compel the use of stone in all cases. At the same time i's supe-
riority over every other species of mark is pointed out to the people, and they are e cuuraged to
re-place with it the earthen marks sut up in the first instance. I am 10w in communic t'on with
the Assistant Director in charce of the Nellore pa-ty with a view to having the carthie) field.
marks in the two Talooks first demircated, re-placed with stone.
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department, .
' 15¢h December 1863, . '
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From R, K. PUCKLE, Isq., Deputy Director of Revenue Setfllement, to R. E. MASTE 4 ) N
Officiating Director of Revenue Settlement, dated Trichinopoly, 2ith Octobg?é%sq': .
SIE, o o . .,
1, Inreply to your Procecdings No. 1,130/210, dated 21st ultimo, callin ' '
the Officers responsiblo for the bad demarcation in Salem and on the Shevar;gy Oﬁiﬁ? faongaﬁie
degree to which it is attributable to the miseonduet of each, I have the honor to inform. nd ! :
the severa] Talooks of the Salem District and the Shevaroy Hills were demarked by thz | dm‘
mentioned Officers. - S nder-

i Date of

2. 'The survey of Ahtoor, Nameul, Param:iti; Triche . .
but owing to the non-observance of the demarcation rulzzgi?:l etigd sﬁ%zg_)u}*z}m is now complete,
Khundums, the clearance of chain lines and the marking out bendg of fiel L oo of villages int,
entire disappearance of all field marks in many instances, the § S ot fields, to say Rothing of the
riencing great difficulty in completing the fiel : arvey D

d 1measure '
. Ootanghery Talooks, now find themselves unable to tes[?:ﬂtsf e N Shenke({ oo
2 re-demarcaijoy oz'

the fields.

3. The Shenkerry Talook was demareated uy; v
engaged in preparing the Trichinopoly report,cc{zulxl(li (i]: rl?g’m? lbdg
complained of by the Survey Officers, for never had an o N
:agiesn 'f‘gfosoili)n;i ]?jsbrlct ath all, while work wag going on in Shenkeiry, and T
Supervisor andngti?aﬁn uc V,Vol‘ie thanany of the others previously del;mrked c]z;'n ttilnly et oy o
before the completi Sfuplen'o ¢ ands were-re-called to Trichinopoly towarg o oy that the

e piction ot the Talook ; and orf theip return to Syl i, e end of 1860
two villages) the Shenkerry Talook was not re alem (with the exe pticn cfth;

-visited
4. That the Officers under whoge 1 '
super \
answerable fortl}em, there can be 1o doubt,p‘gillé1 m}(}:r:emé]ﬁz 'ilta]OOks & e demarked
g mu i ’
8 both to th ¢

5. Mr, Thomasand his Assistants were 5 emarsaior
ration of data for t}_1e Settlement Re

S at atime whe
0 say, oneof 1},
an oppurtunity of visiting thig Talock, or

n 'I‘ was busily
e Talookg most

are
st be borne in mind that
or,

7. As IO’;g”OasD ‘
hegged that the villagges e ecember 1

Rules. But thege sub-divis

861 the D f
sht be syb- v ; -epuly Superln‘fcndent 0 -
vns, so impo(r]tl:';ied ]}nto I\handoms» as crdered f‘inrt{he‘enue Surve
ant to the Survey, were never actually mcfdbemflrcf hen
& and thyg 4

‘.\\—s
Date of com- Names of , .
Talook. mencement. | completion. "3 681 ?;i‘i;:dby Wll%om
v \
Abtur. ... .. ...| March 1859 1850 - N »
Razipuram. e e i859 1860 ' | T i .
Paramati. O 859 : 1859 “Mr, ' - o
Nameul... .0l - 1859 [ 18w - [ Puckle,
Trichengode. ... ... 1859 .| " 1859 J ‘
. ‘ . 59 v
Shenkeiry. .o . - 1800 |- - 1861 © V‘lz"ﬁ)‘o’es’ II\VIII; 5&1;1‘*
4 v ‘ . as,
Salem. ... 1860 | ~ 1861 gz gz' i\}r '}fuckle. .
WOmaloOI‘- eve s 1860 "‘ 1861 ) ]8 do: I\lf“ Phgln:las.

. ' L 66 dO * . €
Darampuri. 1861 - 1862 . I« Thomag,
Kistnaghiri. .. .. 1861 | 71862 Mr. T}‘)"mas‘

Tripatar. 1861 | * 1861 Do
Ootanghery. ... 1861 1861 D
Oossur. ... 1861 1861 DO.
Denkincottah. ... " 1861 1862 DO.
Shevaroy Hills. ... el 1861 | ¢ 1862 My Thz'm N
Captain Lem’ratt.
. , Mr. Stuart -
' \

am e e -

- v .-

“Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
_15i]z December 1863.

re-survey of an entire village has frequently to be made, to trace out an error that might have
been discovered by a re-measurement of a sub-division only,

8. The Assistants when first appointed should have been associated with the Survey Officers
to learn what was required of them, but they never received any instruction, though supposed
to Le able at once to supervise a large body of subordinates, all striving to show large out-turns,
both to sccure promotion and to get away from an unhealthy country.

9. The Supervisors and Deputy Inspectors seem to have done their best, and sote of the
Talook maps that they prepared do them the greatest credit ; but in 1861-62 the Establishment
became so thoroughly disorganized, and the work was spread over such a wide tract of country,
that any systematic inspection of the boundaries was quite impossible, ' !

10. ' The Assistants were aware of this unsatisfactory state of things, and Captain Leggatt,
officially remonstrated, but no attempt was made to introduce
a better system, and when Mr. Thomas left for England, he
believed the District to be finished, although a great number of the villages were more op iess
incomplete ; consequently a portion cf the field Establishment have been ever since engaged in
attending on the Survey to put up missing boundary marks, clear chain lines, and in fact to
endeavour to complete the work that should have been done long before, but even with this
assistance, the Survey have now come to a stand still, and unless untested areas are received
in certain cascs, several of the Talooks must be entirely
re-dewarked and re-surveyed. .

11, Mr. Thomas and Captain Leggatt are respons_ible fqr the original demarcation of the
Shevaroy Hills, and Lieutenant Stuart for the correction of some of the Lstates. The errors
complained of are the inaccuracy of the boundary sketches, and the want of marks upon the
ground, but there are extenuating circumstances connected with the demarcation of these hills,
the country is rugged in the extreme, and in some places densely wooded, many of the proprietors
of Estates are non-resident, and their servants are 1gnorant.oi their boundaries 3 the work was
very unpopular, and no one was inclined to aid, while from sickness and the want of accommo-
dation on the hills, there were seldom more than two or three Karkoons employed, and no
attention was paid to their requirements by the European owners of Estates. A portion of these
hills were formerly surveyed by Mr. O’Ilara, and had this survey been accepted as far as it
went, and a few Europeans or East Indians been employed to demark the new Lstutes, the Demar-
cation might have been finished long ago and the Survey operations have been greatly facilitated.

12. Inconclusion I beg to state that I consider myself responsible for the demarcation of
the Ahtur, Razipuram, Paramati, Namcu), Trichergode and Shenkgrry Talooks, for 77 villages
of the Salem Talook,and for 18 of Womalur, Mr. Thomas for the remainder of Salem and Womalur,
as well ag for the Darampuri, Kistnagherry, Tripatur, Ootang_he_rry, Oossur and Denkencottah
Talooks, and Mr. Thomas, Captain Leggatt and Mr. Stuart conjointly for the demarcation of the

Vide the accompanying Extract,

Vide my letter of October 13th, 1563. .

Shevaroy IIills. . .

——

V act from Captain Leggatt’s Diary, dated Camp Kullavie, 8th November 1861 forwarded
Extract fr P to Mr. Thomas and the Director of Revem’le Settlement, '

« The demarcation of the villages is very bad, and it is useless to shut our eyes to
the fact that our system of conducting the Demarcation must necessarily resulg in failure,
either there should be an Agt to enforce vn]lag?rs to attend on Demarcators in large
bodies, and to work wiih plc}(-axes and mamogt-les, .und. supply stones and white-wash, .
and pat up their own boundaries and of waste in their villages, really permanently and
conspicuously, or there must be a regular Establishment kept up for the purpose, 1f
demarcation is worth doing at all; it should be done we]l., or it will dggenerate'mto a mere sh(_)W.
In spite of all that may be alleged to the contrary, practically there is great difficulty in getting
really suitable materials for good Demarcation. = The operation req.mres.alao the employment of
many hands, and if done well must necessarily occupy much tllr‘ll:. Murry scurry in work must
jnevitably resultin time and labor being thrown away. Karkoonsare fined if they do not
show 7 {h ir accounts an area of 160 Acres demarcated in the day, and also for what are consi.
show iu feﬁc"cnt excuses for, delay, but which in reality ave good reasous. ‘The fines in many
dered insu t‘lO nearly the man’s entire pay, and sometimes over it, proving lhflt more woik isg
iy algoin the man can possibly accomplish, and with such stoppages from his pay it would
expecte tI M']f the Karkoon were to remain honest. Jiven with the Establishment, I have re.
be a mxrgcde 100 Acres a day per Karkoon could no more be well demarcated than 200 could be
commeri e}: evér expt cted, T believe,) and yet the men who show the largesf’ out-turn pf work
gfr‘zr:r;]eer r?:enoxho are considered the fittest for promotion, which is in fact offering a premium for
slovenly work.”

» . *
4 The Karkoon, meanwhile, hurries over the ground in the best way he can to escape fines

i ) nce of our system is bad demarcation. Without
re promonon and the natural censeque | . ; -
A roani’zcd plen, it will be so always, but the Survey Officers will make such an

o

AR hat T feel sure the remedy must eventually Le provided.  To rectify bad demar-

« gado’ about it t
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