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Proceedings of the Madras Qovernment, Revenue Department,
8th December 1863. >

No. 123. Read the following Proceedings of the Madras Government in the Public Works

Department :~—

Reforring for consideration letter from the Superintending '
Engineer, £th Division, regarding the conveyance of Sn.lt} (Here enter 30th November 1863, No. 3 ,517_)

from difforent Pans by Sca to & central platform at Tondy.

No. 124. ) OrpER THEREON, 8th December 1863, No. 2,225,

Ths Government box}sider Captain‘ Molzer]y’s proposal to concentrate ths sales of Salt in the

Madlii'a, District at Tondy, or any single station, wholly out of the question, Captain Moberly
ghould be instructed to send in Estimates for the repair of the Salt roads at once,

o (True Extract.) ' .
, ' (Signed) C. G. MASTER,
. | - Deputy Secretary to Qovernment,
' .

v

To the Board of Revenue, with Pfoéeedings Public; Works Department, No. 3,517,
- Department Public Works, ) B B
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No. 719.  Read the following letter from Captain F. J. MOBERLY, R. E. Superin
tending Engineer, 8th Division, to Colonel C. A. ORR, R. E., Secretary ;o vaern-
ment, Public Works Department,” dated Madura, 17th September 1863, No. 669 :—

Sir,
4 Statements : 1. I have the honor to forward a sketch® map and
1 Shatal , statements showing the roads which it is proposed to make

v";?hﬁ?j“;‘;‘gg;.o'der No. 2,078, dated and m‘tuntam from Government, and from Local Funds
* Sent by bangby. ’ respectively, the bandy tax, it is calculated will produce in
Madura Rupees 50,000, in Tinnevelly Rupees 46,000 per annum,

9. The principle on which T have acted in drawing up this sketch, is that the Govern-
ment should make certain lines, &c., of general communication, and the Local Funds should
pay for feeders to them, the Salt roads, which produce an actual return to the reventie, to
come into the Government list. ’

3. Ta this the Collectors of Madura and Tinnevelly have agreed with me, but the former
differs in the detailsy 1 therefore enclose a sketch showing what I propose and leave the matter
for Government to decide.

4. Imust premise that there is not, except the main line from Trichinopoly which was
completed last year, 2 single gniched road in the Madura District, pieces here and there have
been made more or less good, but the standard of a road appears to be very low ; in the Zemin-
Jaries the soil is black cotton, and near the coast, sand; and the cost of making a good road is

very great. ‘

5. Up to this time Estimates have been sent in, and partly sanctioned for the so-called
naking of roads from Madura to Ramnad, and to Tondy by Shevagunga, and from Dindigul by
Cuttamputty, and Trippatore to Vuttanum near Tondy, all Salt roads and all in places ver; near
one another.

6. I propose togive up two of these roads; but to make thoroughly good a main line from
Madura to Tondy and Vuttanum if necessary, and a branch from Shevagunga to Ramnad avoiding
the near neighbourhood of the river, which the direct road crosses twice. °

w. . Mt. Levinge objects t0 the abandonment of the direct road, on the ground that it is &
postal line, and one along which treasure is sent to the coast, also that along it are important
Police Stations, and two Moonsiffs’ Courts. To the first two objections I would reply that the
post and the treasure will only haveto go four miles further by Shevagunga, than they now do
and that for the Police and artendants at the Court a 2nd Class District Road will amply su{ﬁce’,

S. Mr. Levinge observes {hat the road by Trippatore and Cottamputty is a valuable Salt
road. I cannot find (hat it is so locally; and as regards the supply to Coimbatore, Salem, &e.
the traffic may just as conveniently go by Madura and Ammanaickanore. If it is necessary to g(’)
to Trippatore the line should, in my opinion, be taken from Teruvampett on the main road and so
avoid the expensive portion near the coast.

9. There arealso minor District roads running parallel and adjacent to one another which
for this reason, I consider unnecessary ; of course if funds are abundant, they may be ma:le afte;
the other lines are finished.

10. The system which I propose to work upon as regards District roads, is to lay b from
the funds the amount required immediately for the maintenance of comple.ted roa f; )zrmd to
expend the balance in making a new road or portion of one. Each yeart the maintena;:ce allow-
ance will be increased by fuither allotments for the portions completed in the previous year, and
the balance available for new work will diminish, unless the produce of the tax increaseys. ,

11. There is in my list a coast road, entered because I receive an annual maintenance
allowance of Rupees 2,000 for 86 miles, which do not exist and cannot be made except st an
enormous cost, In my new scheme I do not propose to keep this up. The allowance pis now
spent in sanding a few places to enable the bandies to get from the Salt platforms.
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Proceedings of the Madras Go;;rnment, PublicWorks Department,
30tk November 1863,
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12, I beg to submit, for the consideration of Government, the advisability of investi-
gating the possibility of conveying Salt from the different pans by sea to a central platform
at Tondy. I presume it is impossible to collect all the pans into one place, or that
would be the simplest arrangement.
13. A road, from all I can hear, cannot be made and maintained at any moderate cost ; if the
transport by sea cannot be effected, it may be advisable to make a small channel connecting the
pans which extend 16 miles north and south with the central platform at Tondy. I believe
that experience in Madras has shown that -the cost of such works is repaid in the ircreased ,
sale of Salt not to mention the diminished cost of superintendence and risk of fraud. .
14. The amounts entered as necessary for construction of roads are not drawn up from
any Estimates, these must be prepared for each work separately and sanctioned.

! B v

No, 720. OrpER THEREON, 30tn November 1863, No. 3,517,

1. This report is far from being clear, Nothing is stated as to why two sketch maps of the
roads in the Madura District are submitted, and the maps themselves do not even contain a
title, although the Rules in Chapter V1 of the Code are very explicit on this head. The Govern-
ment infers, however, that the larger map is designed to show the direction of existing roads or
those which the Collector advocates being made and maintained, and the smaller to illustrate
the proposals of the Superintending Engineer and the points on which he isat variance with
the Collector. In paragraph 6 the Superintending Engineer proposes to abandon two roads, but
the Government is left to discover what roads are referred to. As far as Captain Moberly can
be understood, he seems to propose to abandon the direct line from Madura to Ramnad, and to
effect a junction with the latter place by a branch from Shevagunga, onthe road from Madura
to Tondy. This last mentioned line, on which operations have been irrbrogress, he proposes to
make a * thoroughly good” road. -The okject of the deviation is to avoid proximity to the river,
which the direct road crosses in two places. The Government does not consider this objection
sufficient to counterbalance the advantages of the direct route pointed out by the Collector and ‘ o o s
specifically referred to in paragraph 7, and it would appear that the construction of ouly a very .
few miles of road would be saved by the adoption of one line in preference to the other. No . . ' ¢ L . - - a8 « ‘ )
information is furnished as to whether there will be any saving of cost by the deviation, Itis SRS s : i . . - e
observed that Captain Moberly proposes to maintain the direct route asa 2nd Class Distiict '
Road.

9," Paragraph 8 will .be refferred to t.he Board of Revenue, in view to the importance of the ’ 3 : e ‘ . -
road referred to as a Salt line being enquired into and reported upon. ’

3. Paragraphs 12 to 14 will be referred to the Revenue Department for consideration ‘ Y _ . ' R . ‘ . . .

(True Extract.) . . - . : ) LY
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Colonel, R. L., - _ - oo,

N _ . ! » - . *. e
Secretary to Government, Lo ) & A ‘

To the Superintending Engineer, 8th Division, . . . - . osl ~ . : ~ 4
,» Board of Revenue, 7 o 1 . ) Lo - : ) (
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