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" Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
' -Tth December 1863,

S,

No. 105, Read the following Ofice Memorandum from the Under Secretary to the Govern
ment of India, Home Department (Reveoue), to the Secretary to the Government of

Madras, dated Fort William, the 8th September 1863, No, 5,655 :—
The undersigned has the honor to transmit to the Government of Madras Extract paragraphs
1 to.4 from a Despatch from the Secretary of State for India, No. 18, dated the 9th of July, on
the subject of the sale of waste lands. Co = -

© . (Signed) L. W.S.WYLLIE,
Under Sec(etary Yo the Government of India.

Ewtract from a Despatch from the Right Honorable the Sec{'etary of State for India, to the.” )

Government of India, under date the 9th July 1863, No, 18, (Revenue),

1. I have had under my consideration in Council the letters from your Excellency’s
Government, dated the 26th September (No, 16), 27th September (No, 17)," and 30th I)ecemcg:sf:
(No, 22), 1862, also your further letters of the present year, dated the 7th Januar_y {No. 1), 31st’
January (No. 2), 2nd February (No. 3), Gth February (No. 4), and 5th May (No. 11), and your
Ietter in the Foreign (Revenue) Department, dated the 22nd January (No. 3) 1863, -

2. These letters inform me of the proceedings which have been taken by your Exéellency
in Council, and by the several Local Governments, consequent on the receipt of my Despatch
of the 9th July (No. 14) 1862, on the subject of the sale of waste lands in fee simple,

3. The rules which have been promulgated\f_‘or the sale of waste lands in Benwal, the
North-West Provinces, the Central Provinces and Sind, appear to me generally to carryoout the

instructions contained in that Despatch, and do not eall for any particular remark. You will . .

carefully watch their operation, and if any of their requirements should be found to throw une
necessary obstacles in the way of persons desirous of acquiring land at the disposal of Govern.
ment, you will. make such modlﬁ_catxons as may be pracncaEb.Ie, consiseently with the paramount -
object of securing the rights of third parties under the provisions of Act XXIII of 1863, Iam
glad to learn that, at least in the North-.West Provinces, and, I presume therefore, in othep
parts of India the preliminary survey required by my Despatch will not interpose any serious
difficulty. The Board of Revenue, in their letter to the Government, North-West Provinces,
dated 20d October 1862, observe “ under existing circumstances, every facility is given to
¢ applicants to indicate the position anq limits of the grants they are anxious to obtaiy, and the
* survey and demarcation at that stage is an easy and inexpensive process,” .

4. There is one point, however, to which I desire to direct the atbtention of yo::n‘ Excelleﬁcy
in Council. By the 19th of the Bengal Rules, grantees of waste lands under previously exist.
ing Rules, are permitted to redeem the future land revenue payable on theip grants ¢ for an .
“ amount equal to the present value of all future stipulated annual payments caleulated at 5 per
¢ cent..interest, provided the said amount is not less than two Rupees eight Annas an Acre on -
* the whole area.” By No. 17 of the North-West Provinces Rules, similar grants may be re-
deemed, not at the present value of the future stipulated pavments, but “ at the highest rate

* fixed for any year during the currency of the grant,”calculated according to the market rate of -

4 per cent, Government Securities at the time being. It is desirable that the same Rule in this

.xespect should prevail throughout India, and it appears to me that the Bengal Rule is the fairest

and most equitable both as regards the interests of the person desirous of redee ming and those
of the revenue. s .

) ‘ (A true Extract) S
i - (Signed) J. W.S. WYLLIE;
Under Secretary to the G’overhmen_t of India,

.ORDER THEREON, 7th December 1863, No. 2,316. .

‘ . The Rules for the redemption of Land Revenue in this

' * Presidency having been already* submitted to the Home

® Despatch dated 9th September 1363, Government, the Governor in Council resolves to await the'
No, 96, decision of the Secretary of State on the.subject.

(True Extract.) ’
‘ . " (Signed). J. D. SIM,
L . : Secreiary to Government,

No. 106.’ \
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