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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department;
' , 2nd December 1863.

i AN A

No. 37. Read the following letter from J, W, B, DYI{ES, Esq., Collector of Nellore t:o
J. D. SIM, Esq., Secretary to Government, Revenye Department, Fort Saint Geo’rrre
dated Nellore, 21st November 1863, No. 29 :— e

SIr,

1. A day or two ago I readin the public pngpers a Minuts of His Excelleney the Governor
on Indian agriculture. I have thehonor to request you will Be so good as to submit for His
Excellency’s consideration, that the c1pwding of crops referred to in thag Minute is the natura]
result of a standard grain assessment.

2. In my letter of the 13th instant, I brought to the notice of Government, that a standard
grain assessment on all the lind in occupation, is opposed to the trys principles of agriculture, and
could be easily shown to be the chief cause of the defects in the Ryotwar system. Aud here ig
one defect at once observed by His Excellency, and to be distinctly traced to the cause [ have
assigned.

3. When a standard grain assessment is imposed on every field, the Ryot necessarily finds
it more profitable, with ordinary market{s, to put two or three diff:rent kinds of grain in one
field and so reduce the area of his holding, than put as many different kinds of grain in as many
different fields and getting a beavier but inferior crop, pay asssssment, as if each fisld had been
cropped with the standard grain.

4. Again, with a standard grain assessment, a system of allowing dry fallow has naturally
arisen, and has been nearly universal for the last sixty years. And here the working of an assess-
ment, based on a false principle, is still more apparent. The Ryot pursues the sume course ; hé
condenses his cultivaiion, and at the Jammabundy gets the assessment remitted on the remainder
of his holding as fallow, . -

.~

No. 38, OrpEr THEREON, 20d December 1863, No, 2,182, ‘
Recorded with reference to G. O. dated 24th November 1863, No, 2,118,
(True Extract.)
(Signed) C. G. MASTER,

. ) Deputy Secretary to Government,

VE

To the Board of Revenue,

] 3
.

Exd. S. T, Avgustiz.
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