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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department
' - 21st November 1863.

No. 285, Read the followingletter from Lieutenant Colon
ead ¢ - el W.J. W issi
of Police, to the Honorable A. J. ARBUTHNOT, Chief Sec&&tﬁ%ﬁhcé’(arg;i;?;?

TFort Saint George, dated Madras, 28th August 1863, No. 115 :—

Si1r,

1. I have the honor to return Petition No. 786‘ of 1863, referred to me on the 28£h March

last, and to submit the following re i i

S ] port thereon, together with fourteen statements containi
all the ma}enal evidence on thp S?lbject, which I have been able to procure. The witnesseae;l:g]rg
not examined on oath, as I did not consider such to be expedient lest it might afterwards be
thought advisable to institute legal proceedings in the matter.
2. The actual writer of the English Petition is an Eist Indian nam i
riter g ed Moses, by wh
was prepared at the dictation of the Cauzy Syed Azeezoodeen, or more properly speZkingorS“yelc:
at the request of one Eyen Khban then

Ai?o_odegn, w}_lo states that he caused this to be done
residing in & village near Sydapett or Sydabad, but who quitted it immediately after the Petition

was presented to Government.
1 have made every endeavour to discover the sai i

le eve ] id Eyen Khan or to obtain some satis-

fa(i:t}?ry proof of his existence, but without success, and my impression is that the Cauzy himself
is the real Petitioner, but was unwilling to come forward in person as he.was one of the two
:villmes‘ses examined in support of the claim 1n 1857, at which time he stated that he performed

e Nicka ceremony between Syed Mahomed Khan and a woman named Azeeza Begum

3. The e_v1d.enc_e of t:,he witnesses .?an Bee, Fatmah Bee, Ebrahim Khan, Noor Khan and
Golam Hoossain is, if believed, conclusive against the claims of Mucdoom Bee alias Azeeza
Begum. Jan Bee and Fatma.h'Bee having been brought forward by the Cauzy, their statements
are open to considerable suspicion ; but [ bave not any reason to discredit the testimony of the

other three.
4, Mahomed Shereef IToossain, a respectable Mahomedan gentleman, states, tha.t he was on

jntimate terms with the late Syed Mahomed Khan, and that he must have known of his marriage

had such ever taken place.

5. The cnly evidence in favor of Mucdoom Bee is that of one Syed E
in the village of Errumbaloor, in the District of Chingleput. H: sz;s I]iam:(:; z;‘gfx;zsaennt
the family of Syed Mahomed Khan, and that he knows Mucdooyz

years a domestic servant 1n
to be his widow; but this witness can scarcely be considereda

Bee alias Azecza Begum
disinterested person, as he received a present of 100 Rupees from Mucdoom Bee wheu her arrears

were paid, and also a monthly allowance of 3% Rupeeé, which allowance he has since continued

to receive. :
Claims of this kind are ¢onstantly repudiated even when made a condition on which a
pension has been granted, but in this instance there was no legal claim whatever, and the moral
obligation, if such can be said to have existed at all.was very slight, Syed Emam not having
been a dependant of the family of Mucdoom Bee, but of that of her alleged husband by Nicka.
Moreover, it is highly improbable, and opposed to ordinary experience that a woman in the

osition of Mucdoom Bee should make a monthly allowance of 3% Rupees out of a stipend of

25 from motives of charity alone.

6. It will also be seen from Muecdoom Bee's st
tion of the sum reccived by her as arrears, to the persons b
for some time she made a monthly allowance of 33 Rupees to one o
Mahomed Ally, whose statement is forwarded herewith.

It may nct be gafe to draw any absolute conclusio
but it must be allowed {hat the fact of Mucdoom Dee’s havi
‘of the arrcars to Vakeels and others is suspicious. ]

7. Syed Emam and the Cauzy Syed Azeszoodeen were ex
gent to the Collector for transmission to the Board of Revenue

and their depositions were

' together witha Mahzarnamaa produced by Meer Tussooddook
Hoossain. These depositions* are short, and somewhat
f the bride, but simply that he per-

forth that the Cauzv saw the face o

of Nicka between Syed Mahomed Khan and a woman named Azeeza

1ill adheres to his statement, but adds that he never saw Azeeza Begum’s
d here with the exception of those two

face. It does not appear that any one Wwas3 examine t
ersons, and it is worthy of remark that no female friend or domestic has been brought forward
either originally or ab present to speak to the identity of Azeeza Begum alias Mucdoom Bee. It
is reasonable to suppose that if she bad lived at Sydapett for five or siX yeas with Syed Maho-
med Khan as his wife, some respectable female testimony would be forthcoming to that eflect.

8. I have examined the Mibzirnamih mentioned in tae preceding paragraph, and for-
ward a translation thereof. This document does not appear to be of any value whatever as

atement that she paid away a large propor-
y whom she was assisted, and that
£ those- persons named

n from such circimstances as these,
ng given away some 1,200 Rupees

® Copies enclosed.

loose. It is not set
formed the ceremony
Begum. The Cauzy 8
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Madras Govermnent, Revenue Depariment,

2lst November 1863.
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entity of Mucdoom Beg alias Azsaza Begam. Two of the persons whose
dead, and of the remaining three, two, wiz., Meer Maho-
Meer Hussan Ally Khan, Lave confessedly no knowledye of the facts. They
i Mahzurnamah, and profess entire ignorance of the maaner
uld have been procured. The Cauzy also denied all knowledze of the
i e not only admitted his seal, but that he had himself
2 Mahzurnamal was prepared by the Cauzy
ssooddook Hoossain, and that each of the persons who certi-
fied to the truth of the facts alleged thercin by lending his seal and name, received a considera-
tion for so doing,

a Begum, stating that she had a
Her Vakeel Syed Enoyet Ally
areceipt for200 Rupees granted
Lauzy 3ye Aizoodeen, 3 translation of which 1y herewith forwardefl.

e also produced 4 Petition jn English addressed to the Deputy Collector of Madras, dated in
the early part of 1862, which diq not seem t¢ have any bearing on the present question. The

V.akﬁi?l at the same time informed me that thise were the only documents in the possession of

13 client, :

.. 10. Onthe same g
tiderable sum of mony fr
small sums mentiopeq i
his receipt,

her he hal ever received any con-
om Azeeza Begum, to which he replied that with the exception of the
1 his statement, sho had not given him any thing, 1le was then shown

coming, T endeavoure
Madras, but there is
although it continueq t

0 be drawn here until ths
12. In consequen

ce of the death of one of
Bee and her inability to procure another, she was personally examined on the 8th January last,
by the Deputy Collector of Madras, who satisfied himge

Pension Certificate, and she waqs subsequently examired at the D
February angd March with the

same result,

13, 1 have omitted to mention that the Cauzy did not give any informgtion regarding the
English Petition untj] it was traced to him through the East Indian Writer.

14: In conclusion I have the honor to state that nothing has been elicited during the
course of this investigation which leads me to beljeve there has been any change in the person
of the recipient since the pension was granted, Lut it appcars to me that the sufliciency of the
testimony adduced jg support of the original claim, that ig ¢o say the Mahzurnamah, and the two

depositions taken at this Office in 1857, might be re-comsidered, ang [ trust that in so saying I
have not gone beyond the proper limits of this report,

—

Orprr THEREOYN, 214t November 1863, No. 2,103,

'L These papers will be forwarded to the Governmen; Law Officers for their advice as to
whether the partieg should be criminally prosecuted of not.
2. Meanwhile the Pensions of Meer Hygge

] in Ally Khan, Meer Mabomed Tucky and
Muctoom Bee alias Azeezah Begum will be suspended,

. (True Extract,)

(ngned) J. D, SIM,
Secrelary to Government,
To the Government Solicitor, with
»  Commissioner of Police,

»  Board of Revenye,
»  Civil Paymaster.

Petition and 17 enclosures,

Lxd, 8. T. Augustin, -
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