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- Proceedingsof the Madras Government, Revenue Department
3

. SIR,
' 1. I take the liberty of
at this station, and while I pelieve that yo

sndulge the hope that you may $€€ reason to

addressing youona subject greatly alfecting the public interests
u have no powe: i yourself toapply & remedy, 1
refer thevquestion for the consideration of Govern=

. : ment.
” - ‘ ~ : g, ILiis the muc
. - o ' : 1‘ . Ootacamund, to which
) ' C ’ : - ' , .. 3. Ihopeitmay not be considered presumptuous

' . ' , the outset to what may be called the proceedings for r'eguia.zing the suppl

. : , . : ‘h‘ o <@natarium in past years: In days long passed there was no restriction upon cutting firewood 3

S : _ *he poore¥ classes Lad abundance of fuel at the cheapest rates, and it was the custom of the

' A hjzher to keep 2 wood-cubter, Whos at a moderate rate of wages, supplied all the wants of

: ) househoid- _Under this system, oOf rather no system, great destruction was, no doubr, done t,: ’

some of 1he peautiful Sholahs iu and around the station. But I presume that the uurestricted

ut wood Wwas then accorded in order tothe promotion and development of the

permis.sion to ¢
ecially to encourage the resort of natives to the place with whon fuel in this

- |
| | . ) . tation, and esP

climate is an absolute necessary of life.

grew, ‘the authorities became alive > the evil that \va; done by

4

/ . " 4. Butas Ootacamund

cuiting down of trees, and 2 summary order prohibited this from being done
cular Sholahs, bug eventually within 2 certaia radius cf th;
tended ; thea by the time the nearer Sholabs were mutilated
be taken for remoter ones with a kind of seigniorage levied on
system has grown up, with a'l its (in effect) crael restric-

he present year's reoting of the Deva Sholah.

ply of Fuel for the use of the inhabitants of

R ‘ s A
on my part to make a brief allusion at
y of firewood to this

h vexed question of a sup

1 am alluding.

o 0 {hé indiseriminate
‘-;3 T believe at fist except in parii
{ yCantonr.;ient. '[his gradually c¥
and destroyed, contracts came t0

" ‘the wood cut antil at Jast the present

tions, and having 13 its crowaing acb ¥
o a Forester at all, but [ think it is impossibie not to obs

of forest trees there is without the woik of the axe-men. Indeed
\n many SL‘\‘"‘]\‘;\‘IS if the ta aratively useless nder-growth wers reﬁiﬁ, )
\ very scatm{grl forest and with few fine trees would alone remain. Besides in forests umouched‘
by the a%& a3l where there has been 00 destruction of the saplings, I question very much -
whether any young trees of a good growth will be found to show that the soil is fitted 1o sourish
;gain {o maturity the same kind of tree. : '

{0 6. Oan the other fiand the perfect mass of uxuriant acacias grown by private individuals, and
‘vith which Ootacamund i8, in their quantity, now almost disfigured, shows how another variety
does flourish and groW quicklys and it may be worthy the inquiry of Government, whethera .

which hitherto has only shown jtself in the arbitrary form of prohibitions, restric-
ore likely to realize the

erve on

5. 1 domnot pretend t0 b

Jd.
thess IS trow-greab 2 decay
ngled and thorny and comp

g
i

j

L et s
.4_‘.—”7;,\_
i

EFY

‘ \ ! ‘sonservancys
o ) | ‘ions, and now & monopolys might not have been exercised in 2 manner m
) . : )great aimof 8 continuous supply of valuable wood, by arrangements to allow existing Sholahs to
. ﬁ . be freely cut, on condition of the scedlings of trees known 10 thrive being planted in their
‘ F place- ’ S, i
| - " . . M .
. , i % i w. 1 ventuie bo throw out the above view (the same that 1 have advocated, a8 @ suggestion,
' \H T ‘for years past) to show that I am no advocate for indiscriminate cutting of the forests, and that
) ' : i “ " { recognize 2 property of the State in. these. But ifLam right in presuming that the great
- ‘ - ¢ _ ! ! “object of the Government is to utilize all these forests not simply for the sake of some pecuniary
‘ : . . } advantage they may pe made to yield, but to subserve the generul interests of the Hills, and
] : o ; . romote the welfare of their habitauts, then the quostion may be raised whether @ system,
. ‘ : vhich can produce guclwcon:equencesd s 1 am about 10 bring under your notice, can be altogether
- - [ . - .
3 3 o t. . - s .
; S wwee policy to adep s

i
. s i s R -
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portion of the Dev e s ovember .
Ootacamund for a year ¢va Sholah, estimated to afford suff T MMMM'W“MVWWWWMNMM‘M
s ufficent firew ,j
ood fur the wants of } The convenience which the people had enjoyed in forme; da{s in the way of getting their
d the difficulty which they experience by the present system of supply,

cost of the road to re (‘;Vl;'is-fut up to auetion
ach 1t, caleulated wi
with

Ofcer, with i
, with its maj
int<n:
computed, it would be f:,nceé and the conservancy of the f,
un e forests durl
: Ti

crhaps if the : 1y of fi d

ar £ ) , supp yo irewood, an :

y of the superintending ; are fully explained in the following paragraphs :— :
1. Taking into constderation, the constant windg, the heavy rain and frost at certain periods,

difficult in the that no pecuni oz th
monsoon ; the dj niary sdrantac ) 3z the contract, w

there and r . > thedistance at lea . ge resulted from ¢! - y Were duly

purchase tarnin one day.  Tho value t:t {]1 miles ; and, I believe, no bhvle sale. and the intolerable cold prevailing on these hills, the people inhabiting here were allowed during

! | e sontmcsars e : g the time of Mr. Sullivan to get firewood for their use from whichever forest they liked without
This practice with much ¢ the people continued for a long time,

ood per man’s load at the time ranging only from 6 Pice to 1 Anna.
elve years ago during the time of the late Collector, Mr. Thomas, it was

should be felled nor dead wood removed from any of the Sholas within
e Cantonment, the Jail hill being fixed as the central
d for watching the above forests. Coolies
bring in firewood for sale from

and sold for above 3
1 - ve "100 3 )
the addition of the 5310 Rupees. 1

' The ruad is »
o ormo] oeks can take a cart
10poly that attends their

any restriction. onvenience to
{he price of firew
9. About ten or tW

ordered that no frewood !
he centre of th

x Peons were 2ls0 employe

v S———ce -

generally in a green state, ig Rupees 3-8
Py Lo T

thein i ; .
‘ formation I can obtain it is very 0. This nominally is 0 ma

seldom any thing like that
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e
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Lad
it

unds or 750 Ibs., but from all

quantity, ‘
three miles from t

¢ven for the full guantity |
10. In forch-r dams) :}S] almost a prohibition to the The pric
sions asthey visited Ooty » the Burghers coming into th poorer classes, e, howerver, | . :
which they sold for acamund) were in the habit of ° W.t‘ekly market (and o ' } point. A Serjeant snd si llowed t
a comparative trifle, whi ofbringing each a bund] n such other occa- ? and cartmen without any payment whatever were aliowe .
» which meet the wants of ndle of thorns and tyie | Pykara and Nunjanaud Sholahs situated beyond three miles. Burghers were also allowed to take
s of the &% ‘5 aI{ dead wood found in the Sholahs situated cluse to their respective villages, they being at the
y ; elling or keeping it for their own use. Thus the poor people

admirably ada
pted for thei .
consequence ? 1elr cooking purp

11. All the float’

at:ng populati i

from. Ootacamund, angd nopne cl::)n Ot: poc os Principa“y

gbtam fuel for their want is cerf:ainme ¥
ent. The evil of this to the gener

d cartmen were enabled to bring firewood
were 1to 2 Amnas pef cooly load end 1 to 11 Rupees
hard upon the people ; any trees fallen down in the
were sold by the Forest Serjeant for the benefit

lowed the option of s

O .
poor, and which were
11 as the Burghers a0

Hows thi
18, and what i3 the same time al

in the bazar

A ey ‘ for sale, wh
. , .
‘ per cart load ; these prices

cr iS natural Tl .

. 4 10 mab”-t .

very desirable ; . hey can iy to

n : . not fe iy e .

should have thei la anitary point It} abeCl cqually confi- Sholahs, within three miles ©

r low !

from m 0.wer branches lopped withi aci ; ecf’ pronoutnced : of Government:

o Yy own experience that coolies fo 1na certain height from ¢} ias in private grounds ‘ ’ * 3, About three years ago orders were given by the Forest Department that no firewood

neig bouts echo the assertion. 1e ground. I can speak ¢ 1 1& be cut in any of the forests on these Iills; and the present system of letting annually in

into operation, the D & not to be had, and m\ ! s 10‘;(: auction the forestss situated at distances varying from six to ten miles, introduced. The
eva Sholah moropoly c;xmz e forest allows people and cartmen, to fell firewood both dry and green, on

rescribed by him.

12. But while thi

is class (of cooli
are compel . olies) have m
pelled to remain, and tAeir condition ; ozﬂleel‘t a large proportion . |
ceneon b, of the poorer order - 4. The result of this system 18 that the price ©
o 7 d from
‘ load sells from G to9 Annas, and a cart load

climate fuel is a
necessary of life, Th i1h :
. ave said tl
one, and therefure th . e present season h that to natives i
e suflering in thei as been a . atives in th.
' o weir chil e peculiarly ine 18 : ) . . .- . .
warm themselves, must have beeu very gr lt haZ:moqs from the inabi’;i:ndem}fnt and bLleak upon people 1n low circumstances ml;labltmé ;‘hla colfi ;eglon. t
eat 5 add to thi J to have = Tirewood is re uired on these Hilis toa arger exte
8, a a fire to 5. Firewood 1 q g
- . d
sreater quantity being consume
2

poorer native cannot n sI .

. ow afford to cook two meals a day. He cmam credibly informed, that the in the cold climate both
an only afford fuel for Lis morge for a poor man 1 Anna worth of firewood is not quite suffici

’ his 1 Anna worth of

Ing’s cooking 3
i 13. 1 ;'; ?nd Eas to keep a cold rema‘ns for the eveni
. el we ) ing
when the present assurcd that such a state of things as th? real. arewood happens to be g
arra -] s can . . ; .
ngements were entered into ; und I feel e pever hav lties in getting his meals ready-

under ¢ i
- he notice of Government it will be ready t i
a sacrifice should be involved therein 7 10 sanction th

14, I will onlyi i
¥ 1 conclusion say that [
can confidently refer to D
r. Shaw,

oses.  Monopoly now disa
and in Kandul as we

en the selling rates
did not press
f the Cantonment,

. Mys
their place. This 5]::2 men have

ttl”s or a"y Othel pulposo ar
»

The deficiency has aris
| pub

purchaser of th

en singea ‘
L
! - payment to him of the value P

f firewood has risen so bigh that a cooly’s
31 to 5 Rupees; these press hard

nt than in the low country,
for cooking and basking
ent to prepare his meals

urposes ; !
P reen, the man is put

b for one times
e been contemplated i o o en
wal pate Lo grea : ’ :
qually confident that when brought tes before he mtroducuv
of Mr. Stanes, Colonel ¥

¢ application of a remedy even if

y load and gell the same 2
e}l dearer at Coonoor than i
y them for this article,

At Cocnoor firewood used to sell at very low
but people now resort to the Coffee plantations
oodfall, and Mr, Dawson, junior, where they buy at 4 or 6 Pice per
t Coonoor at b or 6 Annas; were it not for these Coffee planta.tions,‘
. the bazarmen complained to you in

n Ootacamund ;
and showed to you the very small bundles

and when t

on of the present system,

e cool
grewood \vquld s
n of the bigh prices paid b

Inspector of Hospi .
ospitals, in verificati
. on ofw . ) -
lo};:pmg the lower branches of trees; to ﬂha;'l}have said regarding the sanitary the ;’nnc;p,,[ 5
what I have said of th ! he highest nativ : expediency of perso
e cause of the exod . e official, the Tahsildar, i d for sale in the bazar.
to the general voi xodus of coolies, and . sildar, 1n su . . | exposed for sale 18] , ‘
voice of Qotacamund 8, and the sufferings of pport of : ‘ Till -hase at d i 0
t . suf the g - — . 1 Hotel-kecpers on the Iills purchase at one an the same time 100 or
cooly labor. ¢ ccho the complaint of a W:"t: and ::::':t"]-dasws s and - 200 t(,; drl hﬁ.ﬁ:g::r?wm a(;(; storepit np before thc{: yainy season COMIMENCES ; although this
g st of | ~our5:ril5 prensi\e it is mor; convenient as the firewood becomes dry for use. People in low
. d servants receiving small salaries cunnot afford to buy and store up firewood in
buy small quantities of

* sjreumstances an
ow and then to

-he same manner ; ly obliged every n

as it does not burn well,

)]

&
they are consequen!

Translation of an Urzi addressed to N . |
MUDALL Tenlieneg Neﬁ;h(:gA%;I;’ Esq., Collector of Coimbato:e by $ . yreen firewood, and undergo much difficaity
| DA Taies o da;d OZ : ook, under date the 13.h Augu;t JJSG;)ONDRA » 7. In a climate like this, where fiievood 1s s much required, pUbl.i‘c sen.:mts and peons ?n
3w il you 00 b 231d July 1608, No. 260, inforers : ’ .mall salaries lose balf their pay for firewood. Coolles alsu spe: d hal!‘the:r earnings for the "_‘xtllf'e.
. punber of men (Mysore Fautelion s ng me that you were : In this very account many of the Mysote Cavarese people and coolies {rom the Eastern Districts
) have left these I1jlls on : ﬁ % eft the plice. Get'irg coolieswhen required has conscquently be c:»n;e a tsk of much difficulty.
» The domestic servants of gentlcmren 21s0 now require Dhigh wages on t is very acccount.

accoun ie di y i
t «f the difliculty experienced by them in eetting fi
c o

you with my view . rewocd )
y view on the subjeet, »and calkng upon me to fur
i

ish
' -

.
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P

8. After the
present system of selling fi
were for ae P : lling rewood has been int o
N beenso:;eau:ne in the bablf. of bringing for sale the Hill ';‘;}::;lﬂcvd t«he T people heto
" P stop 'to by a notice issued in English by Major A co or * Loblu” siicks which
Iu ing the above sticks should only take them for their ; organ to the eflect that peoplo
; ow S
Bh:{.ge alr.eady 'submxt{ed the above notice’ to you with x: “Gea 'but flob cairy them for saler
peerm des thx; Major Morgan has tuled that a fee of G Pice perycoorl?’lodzte(} ll;%h July, He.S10
0. i ’ :
per Of];) ‘lr)eeds s?xorﬂd be paid whether the loads are brought from th(: fox::hoofs a'nd 8 Tieo
those of mt Y thl; is also very inconvenient to the people. 1f i)oor people thrio 150.03001‘ o
an : i o s clin
o o an;;ro:ee .t: :ihe fgrests and bring small sticks of firewood, they are of c:u‘rs:::l?;:“(z
) onvicted under Section 379 of the Indian P . whe
: . : : enal Code. '1h icti ic
prevails on the Ngxlglxerrles with regard to cutting of firewood does not seem t: el:i:.ni:l:n . hll:h
3 ny other

quarter.

9. Inorder to popula i liv

e saoplo aho cnme};p}j ant: :}111:_ ii:::nltfr. Sullm an. at first gave every sort. .of encouragement to

e o gontlomn a e ? pop1.1 ous state of the Hills is owing to the indulgence

o By e e a u;x:. Fuel is 2 fnost essential article on these Hills, whe:e the

e vere. su.cb rfestncuons are enforced with regard to firewood (whie!
g ained on payment of high prices 1s green and do not burn well), how could people live1

comfortably.

10. Owing el
e T e oo ity s dr e ighe it he
tice o doy e oo : which they eat during the night wi i
fa Lhzm siﬁ:;lsir:;;iiifx::h S0 keptj;et. cold, do not agree with them i: this cIinomte, a:zll blxl'l(:f:
o e e o en .t}')rovf:es fafal. Such are the troubles people are put to with renarz
b B o] D:xg ¢ ltIhe staternents contained in this Urzee, I beg to refer yojl to
e e Mostm, o4 .Tu ’e‘r, r Lascelles, Mr. Ouchterlony, and 3Mr. Dawson, as well

. . Schmidt and Etienne. ’ e

11. Tor the sake of public convenience r ‘
o ke of oads, Chuttrums, and Moos < X
o pu,b“ce{::::gtl??lii indt \'ve].ls excavated, .nll at the expense of Go\'ern:x?e:ie'rk:::lmist a'll(i
R o bene c“matees récnon whatever is made in getting firewood, whic}; is so mmh
convenience and the three thn.usm;”:erc;ment cpend ® goo deal of money for the sake of Cllc
will not be a great thing and an .Odd Ru'pees they yearly get by this firew s
g ing to them to sacrifice. . ’ rewood centract

19. Under these circu i
mstances it seems advisabl
lished and the rule whic i i visable that the prosent syste '
e o e fx'l:.:x obtlm;led‘dunng the late Collector, Mr. Thomas’s t{merl? shoud be abe
1re wool 1 . e re '
¢f the Cantonment, the cent.ris ‘1°de: be Cl?t inany of the Sholas within three miles fri) es?bmhed'
A cal point being the Juil ILiils ; that coolies and e e
2 cartimen may bring
o]

a d sC l rewoo rom n\l[ (4] l 1 Lan onn
ﬁ - (l f an of e h()lﬂhs l)e 0 ree €S ‘ l e 9, } 3 Dl

may take for their ow
D e of thets "i;\liuse or(;'otr1 sale the fallen and dead trees found in the Shtolahs in th
: ages ; and that the fallen and d ; olabis in the neigh-
the Cantonment dis nd dead trees in the Sholahs withi s
08 . o 1s withi )
the public,  Tho onpe ged otf b?’l auction. If this is sanctioned it will be a gr 1{“ three miles of
. reat evil in the present .  great converience to
total destructi system of letting the fores i )
s known1on :‘f the forest, by Contractors. During a term o; wo ;’e‘e.ﬂ’s on contract is the
as over J . years ¢
Dora Sholah fore:t ‘:h?olr? Sholah and Cova Sholah have been entirely denud 3“‘;:“ the larze
evmission s given ,to b1.c A I;now worked by the Contractors, will soo;i shar :}. ‘ e very large
b (aken for szle ; ;‘mf{; irewood from different Sholahs the dead and full S t]“amc fute. 1
and t N . g dlien 1 .3
was observed n ; : e forests will be saved from total annibilation.  Duri Lo lhe-m will
otasingle forest was entirely d:stroy » During the time this rule
e-cstablished in supercession of th y destroyed. I therefore beg that this ru’ v
In conclusion, I beg to say that ';Pr?s‘entfystem, and the people relieved from 1l;eir :l[;m_y e
. 3 y that I will abide by the orders that w: erings:
subjects 1at way emanate from you on the

A

e TR

“in the station and its inhabit

Ll

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department, 9
91st November 1863. :
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Letter from P. GRANT, Esq., Collector of Coimbatore,

to the Board of Revenue, dated 29th Septem

to W. HUDLESTON, Esq., Secretary
ber 1863, No. 178.

Sli{,

1. No one residingon the Neilgherries for any time can escape having his attention directed
to the question of the supply of firewood for the Station of Ootacamund. It attracted the atten-
pion of my predecessor, and now engages the anxious care of Major Morgan, whose vigilance no
doubt has ﬂtended much to the preservation of the woods in and near the station from the axe.

and one who always takes an interest

Mr. Ouchterlony, oné of the oldest residents on the Hills,
ants, addressed me some time ago about the difficnliies experienced

hings as they exist, and his suggestions for their
as well as with those of the Tahsildar of the
ies of Mr. Ouchterlony’s communi-

rocuring firewood- He has stated t

d very much with my own ideas,
he subject I called. Cop

by them in P
remedy accor
Neilgherries, for whose opinion on t

cation, and of the Tahsildar’s Urzee are enclosed. .
o. Firewood is now obtained at the rate of Rupees 3-12-0 per bandy Joad of (nominally)

=50 1bs., but less in reality, from Deva Sholah distant from the Ootacamund Church eleven miles.
So far as the Europeans and wealthy native classes are concerned, this probably cannot be helped,
but it bears very heavily on the pooret resident classes and low country coolies, and has been, 1
believe, the means of driving many of them off the hills. To such an extent has this taken place,

It is easy to understand how this has taken place.

that ordinary coolies are often not to be had.
there i3 reason to believe thata cooly’s ’

From the best information I have been able to obtain,
expenditure onl account of firewood comes to 1 Anna at least per diem, the price of provisions of

the ordinary kinds on the Hills is very highs and work is not always certain during the rains, and
even when it is, a cooly has to support his wife or pay the person who cooks for him, and in
addition to provide shelter and clothing for himself and wife. Granted that all the above wants
are supp\ied, the condition of the poorer classes without & little extra fire, during the wet months
of the year ab Ootacamund, is wrotched in the extreme. Most of them have to gain their
livelihood by out-door labor, and if .iter they have worked in the cold and wet, they bave to
return {0 @ damp fire-less hut, it is not to be wondered at that they are the subjects of cold and
fever, or that to avoid these they escape to the low couatry, as has been the case during the
It is no doubt easier to point out evils than to reraedy them. However, in the
I submit that the evils may be modified without the chance of any great loss to
ple to colleet and sell or use for private consumption, all fallen wood

Under the present system ot a twig, I believe, is permitted to
Existing Sholahs would not be injured, as green wood would not

be touched, and the object of Government, the preservation of the woods, as 1 believe it to be,
and not the raising of Revenue by their sale, would be attained. Ifit was found that a general
bove indicated led to abuse, it raight be limited to a certain number of Sholahs at
a time; thereby rendering the supervision by the Conservator's Department easier and more
can be legitimately taken to relieve the condition of the poor should
wood from the Deva Sholah,

Any steps that
he higher classes pust draw their supplies of fire ;
it a very expensive article of domestic economy. This cannot be

distance renders \ my. = :

e number of residents on the Hills increases, the evil will increase, until

a supply of wood from plantations raised by private individuals coming
Australian trees has been discussed

The subject of planting
dividuals has taken & practical turn, for several of them

past seasop.
present casey
Government by allowing peo
and brushwood in the Sholahs.

be taken except on payment.

permission as a

" complete.
pe adopted. T
‘which from its
Lelped ; in fact, as th
the only true remedy,
into the markeb, begins 10 operate.
a good deal, and on the part of some in

ommenced to plant. R

have ¢ 7
v
14th October 1863, No. 178~ !

o Board of Revenus, dated
vernment in

letter be submitted for t
may deem propet-

‘l:'o- 926t Pr})ceedings of th
1. Ordered that the foregoing

view to the application of such remedy a8 they

he consideration of Go
The Board fully recognizo the
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6  Proceed:
ings of the Madras Government, Rerenue Depart
215t Nocember 1863. pariment

importance and urgenc f i
y of the case, and it a
capable of much improveraent. , ppeats fo them that the present system of supply !
2. The renting s ich gi s
g system, which gives to one
person a monopoly of the arti i
rticle, is never a

8 t t 9 I’p ) R y ¢ 13 .
n > ’ as 1n t}le ptesent lllBtance, the su ] 0‘ a datly necessar 7] ?
a ]SIa(: or one. Whe" f l:/ i

concerned ; and the Board would sugg
: ; est that the plan of indivi i
coneorned . sugg plan of individual licens i
miah:n;)ee;;zg:::;t, 11 fdll' nflor}ci likely to produce satisfactory results Is acig;:::er' cqltrll]bmed
g a trial of the Collector’s pr 1 i . b
- 1 a proposal regarding dead wood i
.oard that restrictions must have been carried on this c;)oin('. ;nsid T b?o e et
timate for conservancy purposes. erebly beyond whot was es'
3. The Board are also of opini . b
opinion that systematic thinni }
e elat s of ; ic thinning out of th i
tib!egreuef o i)}llahq might be'c«xrned out, with ultimate adva.ntageoto the woodes m(ge ('hsmnt -
; Th; e presenlt pressure, the wood being stacked on the spot and soldal:1 mt: o
. ese pro i b
hat fley Wouldpbe Il)l(ﬁinsavtv:l);lfeioubtle:.s involve some additional expense, but t;hey éz-lrtlorll)clie\e
' : unerative, and that they sh i ih '
exten;xonT(;:' tl}x3e planting operations, for which means areyaxsra;:‘l:gebe combined Witl tho widest
. e Beard are decidedl ini : -
y of opinion that the Nei
reguedodas o ' e Neilgherry Sholahs st i
source of revenue, but that the object in vie\; should be a S)':tleoslgf‘nmn? re: pect be
efficient supply

to a mos ressing de]“a,“(l a (l 1 l at 8 Stclll ays lts own expens sho be

deemgd s'z;‘tlisﬁllgtory in a pecuniary point of view
' 1e Board find that on the :
ol o average of the last three years the gro i
Sholahs have avem"eul;;::ls 4,971 yearly, and that at present the annual Expisn:;;&lpks o 1_110
e e ofaemploe more dll]an Rupees 1,800, although until lately, in ;Onzz nnected with
1n(y . . . ’
Sxpen ying a highly paid Officer 1n sole charge, there has bechllezzeaof thi
‘ nnua
7. The Board think th
g ata couple of forest
ol o . . esters of the stamp of th red 1
him to carr olvlel'y e_mc_lent establishment under Major Morf'a}; an(le fl?rzon emp}'O} L tie
. Th}; operations on a wider scale than hag hithertz b;en atte ; Milch wid would encble
. urgency and importance of th j o and
e e Ry orte of the subject are unquestionabl
he = pursulenl }ius letter [z;n;l in its enclosures, afford strong evidencee’thant(1 :lhe félwtﬁ e
d i3 a very defective one, especially asi ¥ e plan ol supy
y asit regards the poorer cl i
i 1SSC8.

———

v

From Captai
ptain R. H. BEDDOME 0t}
SIM, E . ME, Officiating Conserv: Tor
Oota o Sec:remy to Government, Revenue Defxrtm:s:n;‘tor O.f.romts’ to J. D.
camund, 20th October 1863, No. 731 ot, Fort Saint George, dated

No. 2635,

SIR,
1. In answer to - i
your Official Memorandum, No. 220 of the 17th Octob
S ctober, forwardi
Proce 1n°.s of the Board of Revenue, dated 14th Octob “;‘é‘f’g
L veport upon e suct of th ﬂ:,ewoe;mth three enclosures,® [ have the honor to foert; 33’
| ‘ u : var
B e N egiony Shorshe question from Major Morgan, Assistant and Consera
2. I can corroborate th N .
e statements contai i j
that both the Collec cined in Myjor Moz
ector and Mr. Ouchterlony have taken ratheran e:a \ j:x r:f:]mf' T
xaggerated view of the question

® Herewith returned.

An advertisement |
: d 128 appear 1 1
ppeared for sometime past in the Ootacamund Newsp. tl
A aper that the Con- *

gg;:}zr will supply firewood at Rupees 3-8-0 the bandy load of 750 1bs., and 5 Annas the load of
' 0

o S . gt st o O
P teGtcurt 1

Jols 4] 14 Tt

it v ot iy s e e
classes, and if the furesters do their ;:1ut-‘ywt!(x:S(;x(::;zll\x]se:il;lieoz:};%lg i?::?;alld “‘OOdlfur :h: ;l::r:r
woved by t w‘remming of

o m g sma

e

A A I A S
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Procecdings of the Madras Gorernment, Revenue Department, 7T
21s¢ November 1863.

e

the scrub. The firewood Contractor has raised objections to this, but his ot jections cannot hold
good, and I hope to be able to put this plan into operation immediately ; it will be easy toarrange
that this underwood is cut and brought into the market chiefly during the rains and-cold sea sZn
when the requirements of the poorer classes dre larges’.
4. 'The Department are in the habit of felling dead wood in the Sholabs in the immediate

vicinity of Ootacamund, and it is put up to auction and sold on the spot.
Government on the subject of the timberin the

5. Ihave already written officially to
o be felled for the planting of Chinchona. I consider that the Forest Dep artment
shou!d be allowed to fell the timber in these Sholahs before they are handed over to the S uperin-

tendent of the Chinchona Plantations; it would bestacked and sold on the spot by the Department.
g. The public will probably never he contented unless they are allowed to fell indiscrimi-
he Sholahsin and around Ootacamund; if this however were to be allowed every indi-
1d disappear in the course of two or three years, and the supply

e Deva Sholah as it now is.
the chief supply of firewood for Ootacamund,

though with judicious management a large supply of underwood, &c., can be brought into the
market for the poorer classes, without any detriment to the woods in the vicinity of the station.
The Sholahs to be felled for Chinchond Plantations will yield a large supply of firewood at a short

distance only from the staticn.
8. The DBoard of Revenue s

jmprovement upon that at present pursued ;

Sholahs aboub t

nately inall t
genous tree NEAt the station wou

would eventually have to be drawn from th
7. The Deva Sholah must be looked upon as

k that the Voucher and License sjsterh would be an
it might be tried next year, but I feel certain that it

would prove 8 failure ; we should require a very large Establishment to check smuggling and to
pre'vent parties from felling in Sholahs whichitis desirable to preserve for the beauty of the station.
9. A large pursery of Australian tree seedlings has been formed by the Forest Department,
and planting to 2 cons'derable extent has been carried on in several Sholahs ; these operations ma)',
however be extended still more, an he Collector be urged to have the

41 would recommend that t
Todas’ claims to portions of the Sholah known as the Governor’s Sholah clearly defined ; this Sholah
is by far the most favorable site for a large

firewood plantation, and if the portion belonging to the
Todas be fenced off and their puffaloes preven

ted from roaming over the remainder, we might
form a very fine plantation there ; it would be a still better plan however if the Todas could be
ed to take another piece of land in exchange for this.
an's report fully explains the rise in the price of firewood complained of by
the price of labor and grain have risen a hundred per
pected that the price of frewood should be the

cem to thin

persuad
10. Major Morg
Alr. Ouchterlony and the Tabsildar ; when

cent, within the last few years it can hardly be ex

same as ib was several years ago.
—_—

to Captain R. . BEDDOME,

Neilgherry Sholas,
October 1863

Major MORGAN, in charge of
Ootacamund, 19th

From
Acting Conservator of Forests, dated

th enclosures, I have the honor

Sz
’ No. 727 of 19th October 1863, wi
1 ordered the Head Overseer to

1. In reply to your letter
bly to your letter of 9th of October last,
s to poor people from the brushwood &0 be cut

tor for selling head load
<o to Ootacamund. Several objections were urged by the Con-
be paid 10 Rupees an acre for

rm you that agreea
with the Contrac
“ijn alarge Sholahin Lovedale clo
. gractor ; first, that the wood was green ; second, that he ought to
cutting it, and in fact he did not think people would takeitin its green state.
9. To remedy the state of matters complained of by the Collector, l\-lr.
the Tabsildar, T would recommend that any Sholahs Mr. Mclvor may require for
Chinchonas in the vicinity of Ouvtacamund should be pointed out to this Departmen
and sell the wood, and then hand over the Sholah to Mr. Melvor
3. In this mannef this Department will be able to bear the exp
at present it cannot do if Mr. Melvor is allowed to take Sholahsin charge of this

sell the wood.

toinfu
arrange

Ouchterlony and
planting with
t, that we fell
for planting purposes.

enses of supervision,
Department and

W‘li(."ll
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4. Should the woed from cie
‘ e these Sholas not be sufficient then the Overseers to clear Shola by
Sholah of brushw ood and dead wood, seuing the same to lpoo’l‘ p:eople t el
5. At the same 11 v . e
y r sale of

woodand charcoal, with the i
s proviso that wood and head loads w
ould also be sold b
y the Forest

Department.
«

6. These measures I think wouldina g .
T
. ghall first deal with the Collector’s letter.-.I D ahsiidar.
at Rupees 3-12- - .--In paragraph 2 it i .
of 75 Oplbs, ) tlh2isol t::ilr:);‘::fgso Ibs.; the Contractor advertises itspdel iuer; :\?{:\? pt:;:ts‘g (:)d llxs ol
years, as 1 am e tfeasfonable rate, and not much in excess of the price for tl;e ; etlﬁoad
1 people do ot 50 la.b;n ormer days a load of only 350 lbs. was charged Rupecsa; 8 (‘;"
6 Firewood is hardl th- agreeably to tbfa Contractor's advertisement, the fault istheir.o;vn'
mény eoolics have taken toy e cause that ordinary coolies are not to be had : the cause i -
’ ) growing potatoes, and the increased d : use is that
Coffee Plantations, emand for labor in the various

9- Ifa COOl requires one Anna’ ) “ bS ocC k h f
) y 8 ﬁrewood (] l .) t 00 1s ()Od hen erequires fOlll'
times as much as a Soldier, WhOSC allowance is 2’! Ibs. per diem l ! h ' i

- . g

10. Asa rule cooli
. olie 3
1L Asain 1 s have ua wives here, as the Canarese leave their wives in M
gain, a cooly here receives 6 Rupees a month, in Mysore 3 Ru in Mysore.
pees.

12. A cooly here can bu
' y at the Deva Sholah 80
o he a 1bs. of wood fi i
;33 azi;x;i?:nenbht.Annas, so that he has his wood cheap or h(:a ca\‘;r :on:v A“f’a: o b wetals
- can in one day with ease collect six Annas worth of d et (oot

o azm;ntlof wild Tobacco stalks (Lobelia). » 7y con-dung (ooplie) ox

. As for letting the people indiserimina i '
tely into the Sholahs
to collect dry wood, I
, I can

only say that not a sa 1 eleft in a short time th e
ping would b i € p opie w T
; . -] l t1 r 1 ’ 1 ould soon make d y W d
00

. i i ’ ‘ .II" nein I‘:)b l 3
”; 'AS it g ullder pretence Of brl i i € .a w
) i ol B . < { Stalka, they Conceal Ood (cut in the
1 . i ’
6 li ﬁleW()Od 18 to be Iendered Very chca \3 ants re d f l ]
) p, LIr. Gr t’ me Y or p antina 18 not clear
tO me, as people Wlll ﬂot plant unleSS it is llLely to be remuneralive '
. r. u ’ i t.' I ,
l z H () chtel lQny S Ob ectiong to the p esent State Of lhin”s are 8o B.III [8
oY 1 i rto thoﬂe

urged by the Collector, that to notic
e th jati
wlready advanced. em geriatim would only be a repetition of what 1 h
~ . , ave

18. In paragraph 10 Mr. Oucht
s Alr, erlony speaks of th
dore by these men to St : P of the Burgher supply of
2unual encroachmem: o 1:13)1:118811 :,:;m}:mo;s; what with saplings fsx? t'{a:cef:re:;;‘;.d' T;:e ‘:“mﬂge
. 1s by the felling of ’ ings for houses, °
ploughing up the ground, the Sholahsi g of trees on the edges f )
A ’ the neizhb ges for dry wood, and th
Burghers if th sk s.ln eizhbourhood of Burg . Mt en
ghers if they do not now bring “twigs and thorns,” bring l:rnf‘::::;;’ b“: If;m 1o dissppear:
° ™o dles of Lobelia stalks.

19- The T i ’ p

for a man’s load, half to one Ann

: ad, a; he might as well y

polliam to this was then some 4 Annas and is nowelihre rited that the cooly bire from Hette
nnas. )

The fact being that the pri
price of everything has i
the Biirchors twonty years ag verything has risen, both labor and materi .
measur:s‘ y 7o sold thirry measures of Burley for a Rupez ertll?l; nFor Hlllstance’
’ ow sell eight
20. In paragraph 4 the Tahsi i o
sildar omits to state
i sl that. tt : i
ool for 5 Amas tho solling price.is not 9 Annas, as he st 1e Contractor advertises 50 Ibs, cf
Rupees. " » as he states, so the cart load is 3-8.0 not 5
. -S. 5

21. In pﬁra,yra h 4 .
graph 5 the Tahsildar states that i .
this elevation, thani aing . ) A at it requires more w )
Pt , than in tl.\e plains ; I believe science 8ays the reverse; h ood to muke water boil at
e Soldier's allowance is not enough for a poor man se ; he also states that four times

E A

1 me e AE——p——y—
e yem o €7

- penn el

P S T

Rupees 1

: pursued 1s
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22. That a public Officer like the Tahsildar, should be permitted to write such gross

exaggerations to the Collector as the following surprises e, « that public servants and peons lose

half their pay for firewood.”
93, In paragraph 3 the Tahsildar says that years ago the price of a cart load of wood was

.8-0, but he omits to show the weight ; four yearsago a gentleman weighed two of these

one 350 1bs. : .
8 the Tahsildar omits o motice the fact that the Coimbatore rules

expressly states that poor people may gathet fuel for themselves, but not for sale; in fact in this
place many poor people make much money by the sale of firewood.

! Ttis true that many people have been brought up to the Sub-Mag{strate for damaging
Sholahs, but the punishment awarded, one day’s jmprisonment, is not sufficient to deter people.

* 5. Inparagraph 12 the Tahsildar would once more let loose the Burghers upon the Sholahs;
at the present rate of consumption ia Ootacamund (about 100 A cres annually) it will not be long
before the Sholahs left by the Burghers disappear if the Tahsildar’s suggestions are adopted.

26,  The Revenue Board in their Proceedings h;.a.ve not had the advantage of receiving any
he supply of firewood during the past year, if they had, Idonot
think they would in paragraph 2 have stated it as their opinion * that restrictions had been

carried on this point considerably beyond what was legitimate for conservancy purposes.”’
97.. The orders of Government were clear and distinct, that one or mor € Sholahs should be

put up to auction annually for the supply of the public. )
28, In paragraph g the Board give it as their opinion that the plan of supply hitherto
«wgq very defective one,” to this I can only reply that if the Tahsildar’s statement to is
d, as the true state of the case, then undoubtedly the supply of firewood to the poorer
een a failure; but unfortunately it is not so much that the price of wood has
has enhacced the price of wood : only five years ago the pay of

loads, one was 250 1bs.,
o4, In paragraph

explanations from me regarding t

be accepte
clagses has b
increased, but the price of labor
a Durgher was 9 Annas a day, they now get 4 Annas.

‘OrDER THEREOY, 2lat November 1863, No. 2,093.

No. 266-

1. The question of the supply of firewood at the IIill Stations hﬁs‘been under the con-

gideration of Government on yarious occasions since 1859, when the then Collector Mr. E. B.
tico tho extensive spoliation of the forests and Sholahs about Ootaca-

Thomas brought to their no
maund, Coonoorl, and Jackatalla, and urged the necessity of immediate and effective conservancy to

prevent their destruction. "
overnment prescribed the following course of action :—

9. In March 1860 the G
First.—The whole of the Sholahs, or woods, in the neighbourhood‘of the station to be abso-

’lutely reserved, not only for their beauty, but also from fear of injuring the water springs ; their
limits to be marked; no private cutters to be allowed inside; old trees to be felled by servants of
the Department, and brought outside, and to be sold there by public auction, Trees to be
planted where required in vacant spaces. .
Sucondly.-—Suitable woods at a distance from the station to be selected and marked out in
lots of moderate gize; and a number of these lots, amply sufficient for a year's §upply, to be put
ap to auction annually. Th itted to clear the ground entirely within his

e Contractor to be perm
Lot or lots, with the exception of such trees as may be marked by the Conservancy Department

ously to the sale. o
cared lots to be planted, as required, by

kind, or for any pers

the Conservancy Department.
on, to be allowed in woods or on

revi
Z‘hirdly.-—-The cl
Fourthly —No private felling of any

land belonging to Government.
3. This system 18 pow in operation, and so far as preserva.tion of the remaining foresta 1s

‘oncerned has evidently been fairly guccessful, though of necessity it has caused a rise in the price
of fucl. During the present ycar & portion of the Deva Sholah (to which 2 good hill road has
been constructed by Government) has been sold for the supply of firewood to Ootacamund, the
chager or Contractor being bound to gupply wood at the rate of 750 1bs. for 35 Rupees at the

pur

et dEaee hem e =TT T
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Rervenue Department,
21st November 1863.

4. Should the wood from the
se Sholas not be sufficient, th
« e en the O
Sholah of brushwood and dead wood, selling the same to poo’r people e Overseers toclear Shola by
5. 3 i ‘
WOOdandf}:a‘t:le s]amP: time the Dpva Sholah to be put up annually to auction for the sale of
coal, with the proviso that wood and head loads would also be sold
Department. ¢ sold by the Forest
6. These measures I think would in “
' a great measure alleviate the present d
though I cannot agree either with the Collector, Mr. Ouchterlony, or thpe Tahsih;?::ness of wood
7. 1shall first deal with the Collector’s letter.-.In paragraph 2 it is stated that wood is sold
at R'upees 3-12.-0 the.loac? of 750 lbs.; the Contractor advertises its delivery at Rupees 3-8-0 the l: d
of 750 bs. ; this I maintain is a reasonable rate, and not much in excess of the price for the last ﬁ?le
years, as 1 am well aware thatin former days a load of only 339 lbs. was charged Rupees 1-8-0
- ° D
If people do not demand 750 lbs. agreeably to the Contractor’s advertisement, the fault is their own
) 8. Firewood is hardly the cause that ordinary coolies are not to be had : the cause is thaf;
many coolies have taken to growing potatoes, and the increased demand f i
: or lab i
Coffee Plantations. shor fn fhe marioss

9. Ifacooly requires one Anna's firewood (10 1bs.) to co i
‘ . ok his food i
times as much as a Soldier, whose allowance is 2} lbs. per diem. ood, then b equires four s

10. As a rule coolies have no wives here, as the Canarese leave their wives in Mysor
. . sore.
11. Again, a cooly here receives 6 Rupeesa month, in Mysore 3 Rupees Y

12. A cooly here can buy at the Deva Sholah 80
. . : 1bs. of wood for i i
in the bazaar for elght. Annas, so that he has his wood cheap or he ca‘; :(:l:vi:;‘ta;:ius ho netalls
13. Women can in one day with ease collect six Annas worth of dry cow-d  oonlion
the same amount of wild Tobacco stalks (Lobelia). d dung (ooplies) oz
14. As for letting the people indiscrimi i !
ple indiscriminately into the Sholahs t
only say that not a sapling would be left in a short time, the peo Tels\ y l";”?“ diy wosd, 1 can
oy ‘ ‘ y people would soon make dry wood
15. Ags it is, under pretence of bringing i i :
ging in Lob
Sholahs) in their bundles. AR obelia stalks, they conceal wood (cut in the
16. If firewood is to be rendered ver \
. y cheap, Mr. Grant’ Syl
to mi,7as people will not plant unlessit is likely to be remuneri;ev[:edy for plantiog s not clear
: . Mr. Ouchterlony’s objections to the present state of things imi
urged by the Collector, that to notice them seriatim would onl 8% are 20 shmilar 19 those
already advanced. only be

18. In paragraph 10 Mr. Ouchterlony speaks of the Burgher supply
=] (o]

.a repetition of what 1 have

f firewood, The damage

dore by these s
y these men to Sholahs is enormous; what with saplings for fences saplings for b
’ ings for houses, -

annual encroachments on the Sholahs b i
§ y the felling of t
loughing up th i ng of trees on the edges f
%umhers ifutpl.‘e edground, the .Sholahs.m the neizhbourhood of Bumhe:,soz'iry ‘Ywd' a.nd then
e y do not now bring *“twigs and thorns,” bring large b:ndles 1f Ifa;)r 1to doppest
3 of L.obelia stalks.

19- T i i E "
e a Blldal‘, in alt\braph 1, States that the pl‘ice Of fuel in I\ Il‘ Su”'\l ! d y was
I l h I van s da a3,

for a man's load, half to one Anna; he mi

: : ) ; he might as well m

polliam to this was then some 4 Annas and is nowelihzv: stited that the cooly hire from Hlette-
nas.

The fact being that the pri i
price of everything has ris
i : en, bot i Sor }
the Burghers twenty years ago sold thirry meazures of Ba ; ; :’abor "o materlls. For instante
easares. rley for a Rupee, they now sell eight
20, In paragraph 4 i i
paragraph 4 the Tahsildar omits to state that the Contractor advertises 50 ibs. of
vertises 50 lbs. ©

wood for 5 Annas, th i ice i
» tho selling price_is not 9 Annas, as he st
Rupees. N ’ states, so the cart load is 3-8-0 not 5

ﬁl- In pil. [\nc 1
[2] Ira l[ T a W 0 make w atel i

this elevation, than in the plains; i :
the Soldier’ ’ 1l . plains; I'believe science says the reverse ; b i
e Soldier’s allowance is not enough for a poor man € healsoatates that four time?

e T
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22, That\a. public Officer like the Tahsildar, should be permitted to write such gross
exaggerations to the Collector as the following surprises me, * that public servants and peons lose
half their pay for firewood.”

23, In paragraph 3 the Tahsildar says that years ago the price of a cart load of wood was

Rupees 1-8-0, but he omits to show the weight ; four yearsago a gentleman weighed two of these

) loads, one was 250 lbs,, one 350 lbs. .
94, In paragraph 8§ the Tahsildar omits to notice the fact that the Coimbatore rules

y states that poor people may gathet fuel for themselves, but not for sale; in fact in this
‘place many poor people make much money by the sale of firewood.
! Ttis true that many people have been brought up to the Sub-Magfstrate for damaging
Sholahs, but the punishment awarded, one day’s imprisonment, is not sufficient to deter people.
*95. Inparagraph 12 the Tahsildar would once more let loose the Burghers upon the Sholahs;
at the present rate of consumption in Ootacamund (about 100 Acres annually) it will not be long
before the Sholahs left by the Burghers disappear if the Tahsildar’s suggestions are adopted.
aG. - The Revenue Board in their Proceedings have not had the advantage of receiving any
explanations from me regarding the supply of firewood during the past year, if they bad, Idonot’
# have stated it as their opinion « that restrictions had been

think they would in paragraph 2
nd what was legitimate for conservancy purposes.”

carried on this point considerably beye
97. The orders of Government were clear and distinct, that one or mor e Sholahs should be

tup to auction annually for the supply of the public
93, In paragraph 8 the Doard give it as their opinion that the plan of supply hitherto

g very defective one,” to this I can only reply that if the Tahsildar’s stabement to is
be accepted, 88 the true state of the case, then undoubtedly the supply of firewood to the poorer
clagses has been a failure; but unfortunately it is not so much that the price of wood has
¢ the price of labor has enhanced the price of wood : only five years ago the pay of
they now get 4 Annas.

express!

pu

: pursued 1s

increased, bu
a Durgher was 2 Annas a day,

No. 266 OrRDER THEREON, 2lat November 1863, No. 2,093.

. 1. The question of the supply of firewood at the Iill Stations has*been under the con-
sideration of Government on various occasions since 1839, when the then Colleetor Mr. E. B.
Thomas brought to their notice the extensive spoliation of the forests and Sholahs about Ootaca-
‘mund, Coonoor, and J ackatalla, and urged the necessity of immediate and effective conservancy to
prevent their destruction. ’ ‘

9. In March 1860 the Government prescribed the following course of action :— -
. First.—The whole of the Sholahs, or woods, in the peighbourhood of the station to be abso-
lutely reserved, not only for their beauty, but also from fear of injuring the water springs ; their
limits to be marked ; no private cutters to be allowed inside; old trees to be felled by servants of
the Department, and brought outside, and to be sold there by public auction, Trees to be
‘planted where required in vacant spaces.

Suconclly.—Suitable woods at a distance from the station to be selected and marked out in
lots of moderate size ; and a number of these lots, amply sufficient for a year's §upp1y, to be put
annually. The Contractor to be permitted to clear the ground entirely within his

up to auction
be marked by the Conservancy Department

lot or lots, with the exception of such trees as may

previously to the sale.
Z‘hirdly.—-The cleare
Fourthly—No private felling of any kind, or for any person,

land belonging to Government.
3. This system is nOW in operation, and so far as preservation of the remaining forests is

concerned has evidently been fairly guccessful, though of necessity it has caused a rise in the price
of fuel. During the present year 8 portion of the Deva Sholah (to which 2 good hill road has
been constructed by Government) has been sold for the supply of firewood to Ootacamund, the
purchager or Contractor being bound to supply wood at the rate of 750 Ibs. for 33 Rupees at the

d lots to be planted, as required, by the Conservancy Department.
to be allowed in woods or on
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R
Te

ng'y the course proposed by the B ard and Collec or of allowing
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Cantonment and of ¥5
750 lbs.
8. for 12 Annas at the Sholah side. Of course there i
re is, a3 indced there

can be, no restricti
ction on Pl‘ivat S T
e in :
they please. dividuals cutting and sclling their own 1 .

° wood on any t
erms g

Finally, he deprecates most stro
"

wood-cutters into the Sholahs to collect dry wood.

10. The Officiating Conservator corroborates Major Morgan’s statements and adds, ¢ whea
nd graia have risen a hundred per cent. withio the last few years, it can
hat the price of firewool should be the sam2 as it wag several years ago.”
reat measure On errINeoUs assumptions. o

liar about wood on the Neilgherries, taking
regulated by ths cost of production, the
umsbances that determine the price of commodi-
ly the commuuity on the Hills with firewood,
; that the foresis of the ITills are not to
Aty elsawhere, and even pasturag: on the
ate of wages be'ng insufficient to
at;on of cheap firewood

.

oy,

i the price of labor ai

s hardly be expected t
11. These complaints seern based ina g
1d that there is something pecu

articles the price of which is

b
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4. The pa
; P'l‘I:IiStr;:w before Government on this subjeet
. [y -, ale -
II AneUr:eaedd:lf]SSEd to the Callector by 3r. J. Ouchten!
. a . * Ve criony.
II1I. A letter fro +;16580d to the Coilector by the Tahisil Lur ‘;Y Vel
L A late m the Colleotor to the Toasd of vy, 1 ar of the Neilgherrics,
. oceecines of the Board v venue.
V. Al g : ard of Revenue on tl ,
A letter from the Acting Conservator wiith the ]t:lf sve three communications.
€ JAssist
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1t seems to bz he
it out of the category of
relation of éupply to demand, and the other cire
ties; that it is the duty of Government to supp
now and herealter, with but litile reference to its valuz
be regirded as a source of public revenue, thoug'r fore
‘1Iills themselves, may be so regarded ; and that the local ¥
attract labor should be supplemented 10 the necessary exteut by a coatrib

from the State forests.
12. That firewood is dear
‘result of the improvidence of past years
anted in their \ ; sources of supply, and of the great rise i
ation of the conseTvancy n

wasteful use W

struction of the remaini
and to induce private planting by rendering it profitable.

system of conservancy was adopted, after full consideration, with the object
idently forestalling future resources.
for .the requitements of each year,

-

5. Mr. Ouchterlon ant Conservator’
means of the laboring chs::te:vl?:,aatrthe present price of firewood pluces thseer\ a‘tm ® report
much suffering and sicknes;a,rhon«r :hcons?quem‘]y leaving Outacamund dar.m]c beyond the
be procured by the residents of O t° he resident poor. Mr. Ouchteilon "ada; is productive of
of Acacias in their gardens an; lCamtmd ev?n for the purposa of Cut«i).,,, p s that ¢.olies eannot
monopoly” came into openati’on, it ?: atil:ltlrsigzttjc:]c:cylof labor has arisen sianceul‘;:; t}:GISDVCF-grox\'t!l
ed to the latier, cva Shol
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er than it was some years ago is undoubted: and this is the
of an increased demand unaccompanied by increased
n the price of labor and every commodity. A relax-
1d sarely enhance the evil, woull remove the wholz-
and would lead, at no ‘distant

ow enforced wou
The true policy of Goverament is to husband :

ah
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Mr. Quchterlon
y suggests that
to be freely cut on condi 55 arrangements should
ndition of the s-edlj uld be made for allow: -
ings of trces known t P allowing existing Shelal
o thrive being ¥ 418
o Pl

place, and inferentially
Y that the * Deva Sho
lﬂh monopol ;" i 1
Y bc (hsconnnu(‘d.

6. The Tahsildar dwell
. well
sion to the former plan of EO::ST‘G at length on the evils of the present syst
Qotacamund, and leaving all h‘mg only the Sholahs wittin three u;')li em and firges revet-
8 others open to the public. Ile 10entions llmtlof the Jal hill at
also that at Coonoo-, th
, the

; m the ne. } 1 g a Q l
} : ‘ )bou n olice st €8 ¢ 4' or 6 piC(.,‘ I)Cr CO()ly- Q 1
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some check on hich ahigh price mbural‘x y imposes,

date, to the de
present resources,

13. The present

of meeting present wants without improv
fresh tracts, estimated to sutfice

ng forests.
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7. ‘Mr. Grant shares the views ot: M Oudl
o shoid v _ Mr. Ouchterlony and the Talisildar com: ;
AP 1;)01;;1:0 c‘?}l{c:;t }z:.n(; sell, or usc’ for private c»nsunxpt';n’n?q:(xlllrcfzrl’;:;n o o : ot 1 |
“ from the Deva Sholah, which f 1gher f:lasses,‘ he says, ¢ must draw their supplics ;vf??d o e : ) pUPhc o : - g = : * to- IR n.Ot
¢ cconomy. This can ’t b ch trom ,fs distance renders it a very expensivé articl 0 newo().d . . exceeding a fixed maximum. This 00"_‘“10“ 15 of.questlonal.)le exPe.h?“CY’ as b): arbxt.ran'y
¢ the evil will iner not be helped, in fact, as the number of residents on t; 1(1:1? Of-doﬂ'eshc : i Jimiting the profit on wood it tends to d‘,Sc'O“-‘age private phating, but it s a.dOPted e e
: o ]'m'cﬂse’ ‘mm% B e T e ¢ 1119- increases, | ! - est of present consumers and cannot be w'lthdrawn untfl, as private plantations approach matus
: e e y ”00( rom plantations raised . | S rity, protection is afforded to the public against extortionate charges. The sale of the Sholahs
8. The Board of Revenue consider that ’} > 3. o operate. ’ '; by auction precludes all partiality and jobbery, and ig the fairest course for all concerned. The
i r—— Sa'i;fant i v o o pcrs(;n i L Sholahs, as thus cleared, are being ro-plantad, with fast growing Australian Acacias to meeb
“ s_“I’pl)' of a daily necessary of life is con;em;;'r'y o'rlle“ e o of dridan | o . ‘ ,)
o gty vhen,us i tho st instares, e n 15. Expericnce has proved that the admission of wood-cutters into the Sholahs. is a most i F
“ resu'ts.” Incombination with tlis the Pt f'ment, is far more likely  to produce satisfactor oo e o e o them't ).deafl e Of i :
S oyt s firmors ikl to proluce sl dmg cautions they ring and kill trees for future appropriatio? when dea.cl. The only safe.course is
of which should be stackel on the :m:g of the more distant and over-grown Shohl:’s th ‘ v i, T i cr'OWded Shdahs’.sa“mg - - tl}e
i sl ol ot and 20kl by anction. - Thems omoral .t] , the wood highest bidder. This is now being done and, with the re-planting of vacant spaces, should 1n
o e e 11(bmorml c.xpense, but they believe that they wl;ul(’] b ey l.‘Cmark, future be regularly and systematically carried on. .
romunertie, i« yavailu {JI\ ?’ combined with the widest extension of the planti ‘:'Ultmm'te]y 16. To allow free cutting in Sholahs more distant than three 'mlles from Oabacfamund would
Ty ?n :0 re-g‘:g bB v ({u;ther sesanirs o o opi;?:f:)l)t;r;tlo;ls » Simply lead to their dAestru((:ition, anf; wo:ldt;ma-lton lfutur?yrf:xt‘ll;};tsmﬁr::‘tﬁz ;vllil:a:];a:‘a;l;?;z
2 b Bl frlo . | io from which the resent residents sulior: or the natural supp 0 ; : ing
“ ;;;;0;::E::li;;;nz:gstfl: nrorug sl o prctzs:szfnv::;?, budt !hat the oLjeet B B ‘would be impossr':ble so long as 'wood .could be pr'ocured for the m:re cost og felling and carriage.
’ result should be deemed satisfac! °. ’ .an if that system 1 . : 17. The scarcity of labor 13 obviously owing to the rate of wages being too low. On the
i rs s el i tors i & pocustany pointef : E ILills the lakorer needs warmer clothing, bebter shelter, anl more natritivg fuod than in the
e e m}:; ity s iy it e ' "plains ; higher wages ust therefore be paid. Firewood is not more a necessary of life than
delivered in Ootacamund is areasonab]e.rate a:&n;l ters th"ft 3} Rupees for 750 1bs. of: ﬁre“%oo& | ;OOd’ e ::t iy e - e e .
years: he maintains that the scarcity of cool’ies is 00 .-muCh in excess of tle price for the last five | " e o
i I o m‘ : .’ng inexcers of the e o the hst . . ) 18. The Doard's suggestion that the forests should not be regarded as objects of Revenue
it o s ol . ”:)IO;. X 'Coﬂ'ce Phnmtions: ng ok pOi:ts ()u;é . , s clearly wrong in principle, and certainly would b2 inur'mus in practice. It is not easy to
estimate of 10 tbs, of firewood, daily, or four ti B }agamst. 3. in their own country, thst the | S preee pe e e
- il st 3 o teic ova pmposzcmuq, e _ v Lecause it 18 ased as fucl; and to sell firewood at prime cost would effectually precludg al! plant-

in fact, that the rise i ) : . .
act, the rise in firewood is mainly c¢wing to the «ncrmous rise in tl
' : se in the price of lub
dDOTs

A
R e o T T T e
- e Sk P L A
- - ,_‘} _.___.4)

3
-



A S e S S B s P B S

12 Proceedings of the Madras Government, Recenue Department,
21st November 1863. T

PUIPORIY e

ing in future. A private individual must neces.arily realise a profit on his ‘plantation, and he
can never compete with Government sclling wood, out of forests which have cost nuthing to
plant, at the mere expense of felling and carriage, he being obh’ed to incur the whole of the *
former charge and the latter to a greater or less extent. o

19. . It is this, in fact, which has preventad people hltherto from growing _ wood for fuel as
they grow coffee, grain, and other com'nodxtles- Prior to conservancy wood could be had for
the mere felling, and of course it was not Worth : any one’s while to grow it: now, however, that
it has to be pml for, planunrT has commenced as Mr. Grant reports ; and there can be little
doubt that in a few yeurs fuel will be abumlant an} conp:tizion will bring prices to their proper
level. . ";“" PEREE N

20. It may be that the F Furest O.5ecrs hive, “asth ='Bnrd think, carried their conserv. incy
too far; as for instance, to the extent offurbnddm"r the collection of Lobelia stalks and the Like ;
if this be the case the prohlbmon snould be withdrawn.© " o

21. The distance of the Deva Sholah also renders it desnrable that a nearer sourcs “of sup-
ply, if such there be, should be selected for. next year’s oparatwns. This point will receive
Captain Beddume s early atiention. ~ The Government are averse, moreover, to a large section of
a Sholah bemrr made over to a single individual. L’Jt: contammrr each a few acres should be marked

out and each lot put up separately, - * S

22. The Government are willing tg adnpt every lcmtnmate mode of meeting the wan{s of
the people, without uenchmg on the supph of future years s or discouraging private planting.
A judicious system of forest conservancy f.urly ‘carried out offers the readiest means of carrying
this intention into efTect and on a review of the whole question the Govemment see no reason

for ab'mdomnrr the posmon whlch shey have taken up.

R '7,';'2'1‘ ‘ (True Extract.)

(Signed) J. D. SIM,

Secretary to Government,

i~
'

To the Board of Revenue. «
L, LConservator of Forestas,

Ixd. S. AT.’ Augustin.
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