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ihe Madras Government Revenﬁe Department,
90th November 1863. '

\ MMM e
N». 262 Read the following Petition of the Hindu Iphabitants of the t f i

guburbs, to Tis Excellency the Honorable Sir W. T. DEN[SOC‘)V.:‘I ,ox.léigdrgozggnl:s
in Council, Tort Saint (George, dated 13th November 1863 :— o ? ‘

Ay IT PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY)

7. Having Jearnt that {he proposal of.the Collector of the Madras District for the i

. : : S -
ment of Committees under Act XX of 1863, have been submitted to your Excellency in %%‘3:;
by the Board of.Revenua, we beg respectfully to state our object'\ons to the appointmen{; of a
separat? Committee for each Talook ot Temple, and to request your T xcellency in Council to

appoint one Committee at the Presidency Town for all the IImndu Temples 10 the Madras

Collectorate. 1f the Law allowed it W

Presidency Town and one Distriet Comumittee in each Collectorate.

9. Your Txcellency in Council 1s awars that almost all Pavastanums have been the scenes
of obstinate quan‘els and dissensions praceedin:g from one section of the religionists placing
ghems:lves {n antagonism to anather, and yout T zcellency will be conferring @ great oblicratio;

on the whole community if in the nevw arrangements which are being mads, you cat deovise a

efecrunily put an end to the quarrel;, or at least deprive the several factions of

lan which will ef
that influence which has fomented and perpetu;?ted them hitherto, and the request which we now
i ly to bring about this desirable result. .

Local Committees must chiefly and pecessarily consist of the inhabitants of thé
likely that the s_election from among them can be such as would secure an

1 i ‘hat section which chances to have in the Committee

tial members will carry out their views just or unjost, and the other
they must be, will quietly though reluctantly submit to their

Proceedings of

its rich or otherwise influen
d dependent a8

4, The active but gecret fomenters of these quarrels are generally persons employed in the
Tomples, and the presence of the members of the Committee at the spot will give a great facility
and encouragemen to them (the gervants 1o the Temple) constantly to carry frivolous complaints

aud tales to individaal members and thus soW seeds of intense ‘misunderstanding and endless

confusion-

5. Ons of the causes of these quarrels is the offences real or imaginary, casily taken by

persons, who have any ghare 1n he superintendence of the Temple, at the least inattention shown
£y any of them by any of the Temple servants wilfully or otherwise. Tae presence of the
members of the Committze at the spob frequently if not always will, while it will contribute to
the constant annoyanc? of the " d their subordinates, give thousands of pretexts
for serious internal dissensionss

members of the Com-

6. When unfortunate\y any qu:\rrels do happen, the presence of the
mittee at the gpot will give each and every one of them a separate and active {nterest in them,

and unbiassed | ccisions will thereby be,rendered impossible. -
7. Under these circumstances We respectfully request yoquxcellency in Councilé,{:;ﬁppoint

on2 Committed at the Presidency Town fof the Jinda Temples in the entire Distiict. The
advantages of such an arrangement re gelf-evident. Persons can be found in the town from
f influence and ssanding in sogiety, and a

among geveral sockions, who possgss a0 equal amount ©
il be asure g rantee for preventing the preponderating influence

Committee consisting of t em W

of any patticular party- They will be ¥ ovad from tocal influence and prqu'ﬁces as also from
rsonal grudge an ali

Pemples, and their decision

mittees formed in the town aré more

business than Committeeé in the province _
g. Inmost of the reputed Temples in the District, the ceremonies are conducted mosbly by
the pecuniary aid of the iahabitants of Madras, and the managemens {3 in some instauces directly

indirectly held by them at the instance of the Wardens themseives, by reason ©

trer fitness of Madrasees for the task- _
We beg also t0 add that several of us have consulted the inhabitants in the provinces on

the subject, and they are decidedly in favor of & Committee at the Presidency:
st is evident, {nasmuch a8 the proposed

10. The feasibladly of the arrangemant We suxze

Committec is to be delegated ouly with the power which the Board of Revenue ab the Presidency
Mown hitherto exercised over the Hindu Religious {nstitutions, and the members 3
tee will have the adyantage of peing familiar with the details of the management of the affairs
of their Temples.

Your Petitioners as in duty bound shall ever pray-
.

20th November 1863, No. 9,092.

No. 263. ORDER THEREON,
The Board of Revenue will jnstract the Acting Collector to ascertain whether & Central

Comuittee would be acc‘eptable to the people of the District generally:
(True Extract:)

(Signed) "7, D. SIM,
Secretary 10 Government.

hed
s will therefore be mote respected. Another advantage is that Com-
likely to 00serve systea and method in the {ransaction 0

S.

To the Board of Revenues
Exd, 8. T. Augustin. .

it we would request the appomtment of one Central Com-

be necessarily avoided for the well-being of the.

of the Commibe.
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