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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
30th January 1863.

e

No.408. Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Reveaue, dated 7th January 1363 :—

Read the following letter from R. E. MASTER, Esq., Officiating Director of Revenue Settle-
ment, to W. HUDLESTON, Esq., Secretary to tho Board of Reveaue, dated Madras,
3rd December 1862, No. 1,478, 8§0.

Sir -
1. Ia paragraph 18 of my letter of the 22ad Scptember last, No. 1,211, I recommended

(and my recommendation received the Board’s support) that the submission of the Settlement
Reports should in future ba deferred uatil the correct survey areas could bLe made available.
1 excepted from this aeneral recomn:ndation the two Districts of Kurnool and Salem, in the
former of which for sp:cial reasons coanected with the Irrigation Company’s operations, delay
could not be allowed, and in the lazter, owing to Mr. Thoms' conteinplated early departure to
Ensland, the submission of tha report in anticipwtion of the receipt of the wuole of the true
nz t
areas appeared at that time anavoidable.

o In the Kurnool District, the urgency of the case will admit of no dclay, and the report
with calculations based on estimated arcas will be submitted as soon as it can be prepared ; but
on re-consideration I am of opinion that there is not the same necessity for haste in the case of
the Salem District. The circumstracz of Mr. Thomas having proceeded to England scems no
sufficient reason for my troubling the Board and Government with a double sct of Statements,
the one set estimated, and showing therefore only approximate results, to be hereafter replaced
by a sccond set exhibiting correct and possibly very dl.ﬂ'crcnt resul {s. Bcflde‘s the errot arising
fcom the want of correct areas, in Trichinopoly, tae registry of the villagesin the several Talooks
bas led to the discovery of numerous errors in the entrics in the original accounts, such as
(Jovermnent for [nim, wet for dry, cultivation for waste, or vice versa, the correction of which
Jeads to alterations in the amount of the money assessment of the villaze. Similar mistakes will
doubtless be brought to lizht in the course of the reqistry of the Salcfn Dlsl{'xct. The Trichino-
poly estimated Statements were found so uasatisfactory that it was \mpo‘ssxblc -for the Govern-
ment to pass orders upon them, and [ shortly expect to reccive Me. Pucl&lc s ﬁ.'.lal report with
Statements of financial resu'ts bis:d on true areas, and drawo up after the registers had been

: \ wesed wit £ lence
prepared and ail errors corrected.  Oa such dafa, orders may be passed with confideace.

3. 1 feel very reluctant to sead up tho Salem report in it present state. Iam aaxious to

avoid the course, the adoption of w . ! !
and I propose, if the Baard approve, to instruct Me, Puckle al:tcr he' has finished h'ls work in
Trichinopoly to tike the Salemn District ia hand, to complete its registry carefully, Talook by
Talook, leaving the columns for the amount of assessment blank, fmd to cocrect all errors ia the
eatries. By the time this is accompiished the correct areas will prf)bxbly be available, and
Mr. Thomas' report may bs submitted accomipanicd by reliable financial Statements, and such
supplementary remarks as Mr. Puckle may fiad it necessarg to make. The Board and Govern-
raent will then be in a position to deal with tha subject onc2 13t all and the uncartainties aald
doubts which have beset every s:ageof the proccedings in the case of the Trichinopoly District
will bz altogether avoided. No real delay morcover, will arise from the adoption of the course
now recommended, for waether the report is sabmitted now or later, th2 Settlement canoot
be introduced till the true arcas areknown.

nich in Teichinopoly has caused so much unnecessary trouble,

1. Ordered to be submitted to Goverament with the Board’s recommendation that the
submission of the Salem Sctilemeat Report be postponed as propaszd by Me. Mastet. The
Board fully coocur with biin in opinion that the delay necessary for testing his proposed assess-
ment by means of the true areas and by comparison with past callzctions and existing rates will
bo a good economy of time. '

2. The doubt and uncertainty that have beset every stage of the revised Settlement in
other Districts, aro almost entirely due to the abs2nce of the true areas aad of the means of test
wiiich they and they alone can afford.

(A truc Copy and Extract.)
(Sigoed.) W. HIUDLESTONX, Seercta-y.
No. 409. ORDER THEREON, COth January 1863, No. 203.
Approved.
(Signed.) Jd. D. SIM,
Secretary to Governrical.
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