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Proceedings of the Madras Gocernment, IRevenue Department,
29th January 1863.

No. 408,  Read the following lctter from J. . B. DYKES, Esg, Collector of Nellore, to
J. D. SIM, Esq., Secretary to Government, Reveaue Department, Fort Saint George,
Jated Nellore, 23th November 1862, No. 41 :— .
Sig, . .

1. I have the honor to submit for tha consideration of Government certain remarks made
by Captaio Mullins in a leuter, which be adlressed to the Deputy Chief Engiuveer of the Northern
Circle, un Jer date the 80th July last.

2, Captain Muliins writes, ¢ It may bs very right and necessary for a Collector to address

« the Secretary to Government direct on many subjects connected
® Publie Worls. « with this Department,* but this appears to me to have been a case

«in which the Collcctor ouzht to have ascertained what I bad tosay
« jn the first instauce, and to f.1vo asked the Chicf Engincer’s opinion had his doubts not been
«setat rest.  1le hal however no doubrs, where a litile moce experience would bave started
“ many, and heace th: wo-ks on this roul have beea delayed, and the timo of those whose duties
¢ find suficicnt employmeot for them, and perhaps of oac wao prefers the norvelty of dutics  not

¢ Liis own, has been wasted.” . N .

3. I encloss acopr of tae whole lester from which the above is an extract, and is to Le
found in the last paragrapl.. Anl the Goveroment wiil see, that the case in which Captain
Mullins thinks [ should have appliel tohim first, is the casz of the Munzamiru Basin and Truok
Road No. 6, north of Nellere, broight by me to the dircet notica of (Gosernmentia my letter of
the 16th December 1861, No. 53.

4. Cantain Mullins thinks it may be right and necessary a Collector should address the

. ; Mui!

) ) T . o - Lo T shoul
Government direct on many subjects ; but in the case 1n question, he thinks I should bave come

to him, and then base gone to tac Chief ! . .
s« Bat Mr. Dykes,” he observes, * had no doubts, where a little more experience would

3. .
« have stirted many, and hence tue works oa this road bave beea delayed, and the time of those

_ e whose duties find suficicat employment foz them, and perhaps of one who prefers the novelty of

¢ duties not his own, have been wasted.”

6. Asregards the grave imputation cast upon me by Captain Mullins, that I had delayed
the works on an impoartant lize of roal, T have requasted through the Sccretary to Got*crnmcnt
in the Public Works D:pnt:ncfu. tazt Captain Muilins may be called on for an explanation ; and
Ihave brought to the notice of Govermmnent that the lmputation would be deserved, had. the
requisite estimates been prepared, and orders susperded in consequence 9(' my representation ;
but the very reverse is the case.

7. And it is with regard to the remaining remarks referred to in the 4th and 5th paragraphs
of.this lettcr, and the geoeral tone of the extract, as given entire in the 2ud paragraph, that I beg
the orders of Government may be given. '

8 As I undersiand my position, I am expected by Government

4 Pasiic Works Damrtmsat.  to watch over the interests of the District. In their Ordert of the
Irgation 12:h February 1851, No. 939, the Goveram=nt said in respect to

¢ Snaaking of tue Colloctor. taoks, paragraph 4, “ itis his$'bounden duty to satisfy himself oftho

. propriety and economy of the proposed outlay.” And, in the
conclusion of the same paragmph the following words were used to the sane effuct, and recogniz-
ing the consequences :— The Government have repeatedly declared that they look to Collectors
« for a faitbful performance of this duty, javidious though it may sowetimes be.”

9. The Proceedings quoted in the preceding paragraph were communicated to tue Chief
Ingincer, they were, I presum2, by Lim communicated ta the District Lngiucer. But, be that
as it may, they were but enbodying in clear and emplatic lJanguage, what is the position
assizned to Collec:ors by tbe general ruleson the subject of their connexion with the Public
Works Departnent ?

10. And this beiag the case, when I brought to the notice of Government that ** I saw no
¢ chance of Trunk Road No. G being opened for traflie, although it had been years under con-
« struction and there had been a large expeunditure oa it,” it scems to we, and 1 beg to submit
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
29th January 18G3.

for the consideration of Government, first, that in furnishing the report called for by Goverumont
on the said direct representation, it was not for Captain Mullins to give his opinion, whether in
making that representation direcs, I had adopted the right course or not ; and, sccondly, that in
his remarks *“ on my having no doubts, where a little more experience would have started many,”
and having * wasted bis time and my owa,” pleased with the novelty of duties not my own,”

~ Captain _ Mullins has allewed himself a latitude of expression not in accordance to, or justified
by our rclauvo positions, if [ understand those positions aright. :

11. It is not a pleasing duty, as the Government have rcconuu.cd to criticise the acts of
those with whom you have to work, and arcon terms of mumncy with. It is very often
“invidious.” The Government however declare they look for the “ due performance of this duty
invidious though it may be.” And as thz discharge of this duty, if met by remarks such as

~ those now comaented on, cannot but be prejudicial to the barmonious woiking of the two

Departments, I bez that the Goverament will be plcased to require (,apt:un AMullins to withdraw

" 80 much of his letter of the 33t July ta the Drputy Chief Lagineerias I have now submitted for

consideration, and that the Governmant will be picased to issue such orlers on the subject as

. shall prevent their repetition,
12. In writing to Government direct oa tie 16th of Dcamber last year, I had no other
object in view, than sccuring the intereits of the District and Goveramant by the specdy com-
pletion, as regards this District, of Trunk Rozd No. 6, north of N:llore. It was for me to

consider, not Captain Mu!lins, whethze thit object was mors likely to be secured by corres-

pondence with himself, or a direct rcpresentation to Gosernment.  And, under the impression

that direct represcntation, under the circumstances, was more likely to be elicacious, and was
catled for by the exigencies of the case, I determined then to adop: that course, and am this day
again addressing Goverament direct, on the same subject, in the Public Works Department, a
year having clapsed without further progress having heen made, bevond reports and estimates,

towards utilizing an expenditure, itis, 1bcelicve, my duty to watch over, just as much asif
the mouey had becn spent on tanks,

No. 403, OrDER THEWEON, 20th Januar-y 18G3, No. 204.

Ordered to be recorded, with reference to G. O. in the Denartment of Public Works dated
the 13th January 1863, No, 76.

(Signed.) J. D. SIM, ‘

) ~ Scerclary to Governmen.
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