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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department
. 9tk October 1863.

No. 126.  Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 19th September
. 1863 :—
Read again DBoard’s Proceedings Nos. 4,601 and 5,056, dated 24th July and 13th August 1863
Read also the following letter from the Superintending Engineer, 5th Division, to W. HUDLE-
STON, Esq., Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated Salem, 15th September 1863 .
’

No. 750,

Sir,
1. With reference to the Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated the 13th ultimo

1 Copy of Chief Engincer's Gircalar, No. 5,056, a copy of which was furnished to me by the Collec-

. tor of South Arcot, I have the honor to state for the infor-
mation of the Board, that the question of keeping up a separate Executive Establishment to look
after the Local Fund works, has been twice brought under the consideration of Government, who

have passed distinct orders about it on each occasion,
2. The first refercnce was made by the Controller and Auditor of Public Works A ccounts

in March 1863, as will be seen by the accompanying Circular from the
g lat
dated 31st March 1863, No. 6,348, o ate Chief Engineer,
8. The second reference was made by mevregarduwthe Kstablishment to b
e kept
Local Fund works of the South Arcot District, and acopy of the orders passe;pth:i)e::lfzz
already been furnished to the Board by Mr. Reade. .-
4. The Goverament of India in passing orders* on the

L4 Da.ted 14th May 1863, No 15.

. . Public Works Budget ‘of the current official year remarked as
follows :— ¢ As was be('ore observed, His Excellency is of opinion that the Imperial Budget ma
“ fairly be relieved of a portion of the charge for the Madras Establishments, since they alqz
« supervise the expenditure of the Local Public Works Funds. These may be taken *at § lacs,

« and their fair share of the charge may be reckoned at one and half lacs, which sum wxll be ..

* provided by a transfer from the Local Funds, &e.” .
5. To enable this Government to set aside the latter sum, -

d 10 G ’
’%e: lo,r-t%?’ duted 1 th Sune £ 1805, they bave resolved{ to ascertain what amount the Public -
- Department would contribute out of the Educational and

Port Funds, and on the receipt of that information to decide upon getting the lemammg aniount

-

fron the District Local Funds, &c.
G, Under the above circumstances, I do not think it advisable for me [to address Governe

ment aaam on the subject under reference. .

1. The Board resolve to submit the above pa,pers for the coﬁsideration and orders of
Government. .
2. They believe that the orders under which the Local Conservancy Estabhshments have

bean broken up, were misunderstood, and were not intended to produce this effect.

3. It needs scarcely be remarked that as roads are opened out or rastored by means of
the local District Conservancy Funds, maintenance Establishment must be increased, and that
the permanent District Establishments cannot possibly perform this work, ’

4. The funds to pay the Establishments are available, and it will be the best economy

to expend them in maintainipg works executed in former years which vtherwise must fall to

ruin,

No, 127. ORDER THEREON, 9th October 1863. No. 1,857,
Recorded Wlth reference to G, O. 80th ultimo, No. 2, 833, Public Works Department,
(True Extract.) .

. (Sigued) C. G. MASTER,
Députy Secretary to Governmend.

w

To the Board of Revenue.
Department Public Works.

9”

Exd. S. T, Augustio.
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No. 4 601, -
Pnocmsnmas OF THE BoARD OF REVENUE, dated 24th July 1863.

Read the following letter from C. W. READE, Esq., Coll
I . W. , Esq., Collecior of South Arcct, ¢
STON, Esq., Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated 16th July 18(‘:3’ Igo“;.slinDLE‘

1. I beg to forward for the Board’s information copy of a letter of this date 2dg
me to the Superintending Engineer of the 5th Division, on the subject of the fatur ressed by
-and appropriation of the local funds in this District. . \ © arrangement

2. I could of course greatly enlar "

gem sapport of the views I have expressed
Hitchins ; but as I believe that Officer fully concurs with me in  those views PI hae t‘;l Colone!
better to leave it to the Superintending” Engineer to add his own practical :)leov: thought it
from an experienced Officer of the Department, it will doubtless give weight and infl e coming
cousideration of the question, ght and iutluence in the

3. 1 would express the hope that the Board ma

y be mduced fo interpose thei
voice on a subject which cannot be dissociated from the revenue inferests (I))f the :;:n‘t)ro Weffl(;l
therefore, I presume it is as much their province as it may be that of a Collector to gwi»t‘;“
heir

vote for, or against, 3 change of system so radically important in its effocts on the efficient worki .
rking .

of & valuable institution such as the local funds of a District.  The amalgamation of the |
unds with those of the Imperial Public Works Deparément, and the combined manag e local
the two under the newly organized and very inadequate establishment sanctioned for :l?mlent o ’
must be fatal to any progressive improvemeni in our local works, at all commensurate \: t:xttt;r’ V
means available, and T do fec! that apart from other interests and considerations, th l 1 ’
whose money forms the staple of our local, fund have a vested right, if nota vm;e :) llzeo;) e
appropriation, and it is clear, I think, that, éxcept under separ ate and distinet managem sh ne
is no guarantee that that apptoprmtxon wm be eﬂ'ectual]y secured, . gement there,
4.- The proposal a8 '}}‘understand 11;4 m cub’.;ecb‘ the enhrev control of the locl . "
worhs to the limited agency of the. nve‘@P’”m““tJ“‘t indgaluced. cginot, T-m suﬂ laéthe.ﬂ
approvle of the Boadk uf. MRdsﬂvenue._ The; result will be Zbvious, wcal ﬂﬂgﬁ'ue e
henceforth cease to take : an “active mteves: in that over which they il s @ra wxll
direet or cﬁntrollmrﬁowvr, whlle the inadequacy of the Public Works Esﬁhmenh‘zr :‘ any -
immediate w&nts’xs;sufﬁclently prophetic of the fale that must await the administrati ! Sfown
local fuands when ‘ﬁlfcnd in the hands of those whose txme and labour will, I fear, rO" of our -
unequal to the satxsfactory performance of their own more ostens1b1e duties, : - ,.P ove fll.nt? _

‘ 'ENCLOSURE No. 1.
From C. W¥. READE Esq Collector of South Arcot, to Lieutenant-Colonel H. W HITCHI_NS
_R. E., Superintending Engmeer, 5\‘,11 vaxswn, Bangalove, dated Cuddaloxe, 16th J uly 1863,

No. 96 cor
1. It seems to me very important that some immediate steps be taken to put An end to the

present very unsatlsfactory state of matters as revards the Public Works, especially the roads in
thls sttnct. oo e . ) - ] .
o9, Twil conﬁne myself entxrely to the works paid ouf of the local funds, which in South
Arcot are, as you know, very extensive, and need incessant watchmg and care in keeping them in
The entire estabhbhment hitherto and for years entertained, and which was organized

gOO‘l repalr
has divappeared simultaneously with the introduction

on a very efficient and unexpenswe footing,
of the new Pablic Works Department, but up to the present time all is at a stand still. We have
but no fit agency through which to expend it where it ought to be expended ;

t eross roads and mam district thoroughfares so

greatly suffer and "deteriorate unless timely

money in abundance,
and at this season particularly all our excellen
well plann#d executed, and kept up, will, I fear, g
aupemslou for effecting the needed repairs be 1mmed1ately pr0v1ded

ot aa 2t w v s e

"
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3. I am aware that you are in no way answerable for the abandonment of the system which
had hitherto obtained for working the local funds ; but I am sure you must share with mein the
regret I feel at that abandonment, especially since nothing has, as yet, been done in substitution ;
and already, even in the brief period since the establishment was withdrawn, the evil effects are
becoming apparent. Roads require metalling, bridgc‘s require looking to, and on both roads and g
“bridges a very large expenditure will be inevitable wiless something be quickly done to carry on’
the all-important works of supervigion and repairs. )
4. Inthe recent Pro?:eedings of Governient \they were pleased to express their great grati-
fication at the improveni‘ents effected in this and other Districts with the funds of which I speak,
and at their very profitable and useful é.ppri)priagion during the year then urnder review ; and the -
Government seemed b{ opiniogx that it was most desirable, as it undoubtedly is, that this valuable
means of doing Qooc'[ to the cdimtry by opening up, and keeping in repair, internal communications
should be fully availed of, and they expressed their displeasure in iustances where the lgcal funds
had been allowed to lie idle instead of being turned to the account for which they were organized,
namely, for the benefit of the people of the District in which they were contributed. -

5. Iamsatisfied that it is sufcieut to draw your attention to ‘the subject and, if it were
_practicable, I would venture with all earnestness to suggest that either the old establishment be
_revived, or that one equally efficient be speedily organized ; and I would further add my opinion
that the appropriation of the local funds should, iu all respects, be distinct from the imperial

- Public Works, -and that in order to secure that economy ‘and efficiency which have heretofore
marked the past system, the same should be continued as regards our mutual arrangement indepen-
dent of those checks and hindrances which, I believe, unavoidably attach to the working of the,
General Public Works Department. . ; ' ’ '

6. I do trust that there may be no amalgamation, for with it, there will be an end, I fear,
to the amount of usefulness to which the local funds may be turned, while it will be _very evident
to you that the newly reduced Taluk Establishment of one Overseer and one writer will be quite
unable to do justice to their own immediate duties; and thus'to impose on them the supervision

IR

-“'of works p;.&” for out of the local funds’ would simply be wasting money as that supervision .
would amount to nil, and the door would be opened to abuse and malversation of all kinds. I
" do not need to enlarge on this topic because I may appeal to your own' experience in support of
what I state, for I am sure that no one can be insensible to the serious evils arising from incom.
petent or inadequate supervisio_n and 'eontrol over the _expenditur’e of large sums on W(Trks suc.h
as bridges and roads; in the one case resulting in bad materials and bad workmanghip, and-m
the other dilatoriness and peculation of all kinds have to be grappled wiFh ; and thus to keep
up i)roperly the extensive ling of local communications in this District, a Sfparatg agd specific

local establishment {s, in_xpy judgn}ent, imperatively calle_d foro ‘

ST .« " (True Copy.). - : .

ZEE (Signed). C. W. READE, Collector.

-

>

d -

* 1. The Board understand thef\Collector to refer to Establishments mainta,ined out of the '
District Conservancy Fund for the supervision and execix_tion of works ci_la}‘ged to that Fund, but
they are not aware of any orders Which have necessitated the abolition or reduction of such -
Establishments, -~ * - . < o ( )

'+ .2, The Collect‘or‘ will' pleaée{ to explain the matter more fully. ; .

-«

“
-
4 .. i

~ (Signed) W. HUDLESTON,
. - Secretary.

To C, W. Reade, Esq., Collector of South Areot,

.

-t

Exﬁ, J. Wrighi;

73 (True Copies and Extract) - . - : -
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