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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenye Department,
. S 19tk September 1863, . BRI R
No. 251. ** Read the following'.Proc.eedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 14th August 1863’
e o Nes0mi— - ko o -
, Read the following letter fiom the Honorable R. S. ELLIS, . 5., Collector o Madras to 17,
. HUDLESTON, ‘Esq., Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated Saidapet, 23rd July
1863, No.27vs, ~ T o TR b _

- . - ) - - oA T v -0
«SIR,‘ R . : v .

-

I. Having' recently been engaged in visiting the Salt Pans i, this District, ‘and having
given my best attention to the subject of the Proceedings of the Board of Rgvenue, dated 30th
June 1862, No, 4,226 of the 13th October 1862, No. 6,845, and the more “recent Proceedings of - -
... the Board,* No. 1,747 of the 24th March Jast,

) - I have the honor to submit certain sugeestions
which have for their object, the concentration of the salt xrianufamgture -of the District, the
decrease in the expense of Salt Establishments and Police guards, and the bettor Prevention of
smuggling. ’ o ) ‘ - : S

€. In the report su%mitted by the Salt Deputy Collector, Mr. Smith, under date the 29th
October 1861, péragréph 3, he states that « smuggling prevailed to an incredible extent,
* especially in the villages of Paiyanur, Cheyur and Chunambat, increasing apparently in the
' ratio of their respective distances from Madras.” Mr. Smith adds, * It ig notorious that during
the season of manufacture large quantities of salt are secretly removed by night from the
ridges of the pans, buried under ground in some remote place or concealed in the houses of the
manufacturers themgelves, aud sold as opportunities occur. At these wholesale depreda,tions,
the ngtive local establishments of every grade generally connive, it being impossible to Temove
a large quantity of salt from .the -different pans without itg absence being sooner or late,
discovered by a refercnce to the daily scrapings Account Book ;” and yet, Mr, Smith observes,
*not a single insMnce of smuggling in this form hag been reported to me gince my appoint-

» * Miscallaneous Citealar No. ‘XXI1I.

- . ; , “ ment to the Salt Departmen't. ) PR _ .
oo . ' N 3. This is, I believe, a correct description of _what takes place at these distant Southern
Pans and to impose an effectual - remedy, it would be necessary that the Salg Deputy Collector
L - , S thould exercise a much eloger Ppersonal superintendence of these pans than has hitherto been, or
. . g ) g S *han. indeed can, I think; be done consistently with the other and important dutieg with which
: P R Mr. Smith is entrusted. LT ' o _
, S PUCERREE o _ 4. The following Statement shows the extent of the charge of the Madras Sqyy Deputy
T . , g G e Collector :— I ' - )
- : . 3 " Madras District, .
L N .‘,‘: “ \’» . ’ - s ~ » [ N —.\‘\
v S T i ‘1 Divisions, - Stations, - ‘Extent of Sesboarq,
» N e ' - ; ‘ . N . . . . n ’ .
- B EE ; - Voyalur. . \*\
- . : L f Pulidwak,
- . | Attipat ... | < Ennere, * LI .
S . . ! T Attipat. ‘ -
SRR o ' ' : - Vallur. . ' Miles,
_— et [ Madrag Depit . e .. From Madras ¢o Voyalur, 99
u .- . : ! P Vadasamunjer. . . . .
: oy - : { Homes Gardens Covelong. = « From Homeg’ Gardens,
) , ‘ - o ; . gguanur. to Chunambgg - ’ 63
. - P - - . ) - ' ) eyur. -
. T N : [Chunambat . {Chunambat. - g3l
| o . ; o F'rom this Statement it will pe observed that in order 1o exercise a thorough supervision
e . a ; ; - over his range, the Deputy Collector must trave] frequently over 83 mileg ’ -
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. * -
. ) , 5. Butthe largest manufacture is carried .
_ . ® Northern Pans maunfactare. . =~ on at the Northern* Pans. These, as well as
1862.. . .. .. . .. 1456004  the pansas far south as Covelong are easily -
; _ Southern Pans. ' . ips . -l C e e
. Chunambat. . within reach,” and ‘can be frequently- visited
1862.. < 100,61 »

- ' without interfering with the - presence of the -,
1862.0 ee . 7558 Deputy Collector, except at short intervals, at

. Vadase manjeri, . - N

o 1862{Covalong, . .+« ¢t No manufacture.

Paiyanur, - © [J -

Che.y'ur. i

are conducted, _ The consequence has been that

3

‘the vsuperin.ten‘dence of 'ﬂ.m Northern Pans and the sales at the Madras Kottar has been and con- . .

tinues to be thoroughly efficient, while that exercised over Cheyur and Chunambat has been the
reverse. N S BOP - o
+ 6. I.would, therefore, suggest that the Madras Salt Pans under Mr, Smith’s charge be
limited to the south by Covelong; that the pans at Paiyanur be closed ; that the pans at Cheyur
be placed under the superintendence of the Sub-Collector of the District ; and that the pans and
gales at Chunambat be made over to the Collector of South Arcot.

7. T propose to retain Cheyur under the Sub-Collector, because it is too distant to be made
over to South Arcot, because the salt manufactured at Cheyur is of very superior quality, the
gales are considerable, and because I am anwilling to propose the closing unnecessarily of pans
which entails large expense in the shape of compensation. . o R

8. Ihad some time ago communicated with the Collector of South Arcot on the subject of .
transferring both Chunambat and Cheyur to the South Arcot District, having originally contem--
plated recommending this'arrangernent, It will be seen from a copy of Mr. Reade’s letter enclosed,
that he is strongly opposed to the transfer. - ’ o J o

9. Ido not think that his objection to the transfer of Chunambat is based on grounds
which are of weight, when compared with the advantages which would result from the proposed
arrangement. o nd

.

10. The following Statement shows the range of Salt Pans at present under the charge of
the Salt Deputy Collector attached to the South Arcot Dis trict :—

. . STATEMENT.
Divisions. ’ Stations,_r Exteazaﬁg'bea- .
North. Dist . ;
Murkhanum. istance from
Murkhanum Terukanur. Murkhabum to
) 4 . - Killay 46 miles.
South. L e
. ’ . Gundalum.
p Tiyagavali ... | { Tiyagavelli.
Killay. o 7

If Chunambat is transferred, three miles will be added to the Salt Deputy Collector’s range,
making it altogether 49 miles, as against 83 miles, of which Mr. Smith’s range at present consists,
and as against 40, which will be the extent of Mr. Smith’s, if my proposal is accepted.

11. T am not aware since what date the Salt Deputy Collector has ceased, as is stated by
Mr. Reade in his letter, to make Murkhanum his head quarters, or what renders his constant
attendance and supervision of the panssouth of Murkhanum more necessary than of the pans at
Murkhanum. It is, however, certain that the Deputy Collector must very constantly visit so
jmportant a place of manufacture as Murkhanum, and that the addition of the Salt Pans at
Chunambat which are only three miles off, will in a very slight degree increase his labors, while

th.e more constant supervision of Chunambat will in" a great measure put a stop to the smug-
gling, which has been for a long time carried on at that place, )

the Madras Kottar, where the principal gales -
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12. 1 do not imagine that any objection will be made by the Board to the transfer on the
ground of an Officer of one District conducting business within tke limits of another District.
Such a transfer was made without any incon_venience a short time ago when the Chunambukolam
pans attached to the Madras District were made over to Nellore, and placed under the saperin-
tendence of the Salt Deputy Collector attached to that District. -

R _ :

13, As regards the placing the pans at Cheyur under the Sub-Collector of this District,
although there is a Deputy Collector specially attached to this District for the Salt, I do not
believe that it will be. considered objectionable that a portion of the work connected with this -

- pranch of the revenue should be allotted to another Officer, when for the reasons as above given,

a serious loss of revenue is likely to occur from want of sulficient superintendence.

14 The Madarantakam Tahsildar, who is an Officer of the highest respectability, is only ten
miles distant from Cheyur, and can under the orders of the Sub-Collector most usefully check
the proceedings and report on the conduct of the Salt Establishmghté. The Sut-Collector can
also without inconvenience frequently visit Cheyur so long as it iskept as a place of manufacture,

15. As regards the supply of salt to the west, Covelong, Paiyanur and Cheyur are at
present very isolated in consequence of the w_retched state of the roads leading from these three
places to the Southern Trunk Road, and it will be very desirable to improve the communications
between Covelong and Cheyur, and the Trunk Road No. VI1I by roads from those salt pans to
Vendalur and Madarantakam respectively. ) , .

16. In the event of Paiyanur being closed, I would suggest that the road be continued
from Tirukalikundram to Saduras, instead of to Paiyanur. This will connect the Southern Trunk
Road with the Coast Road at Sadras. Paiyanur has nothing to recommend it as regards the line
of road, except as being a Salt Depot.

17. A road from Chunambat to the Southern Trunk Road is much required, and I think it

" not improbable that Arumuga Mudali and Vedachella Mudali, Zemindars at Chunambat and

Cheyur, extensively engaged in the salt manufacture, would contribute to the expense of this
road. '

18. The Board will perceive that my proposal is, first, to close entirely the Paiyanur pans;
secondly, to make over the Cheyur Pans to the Sub-Collector ; thirdly, to make over the charge
of the Chunambat Pars to the Collector of South Arcot.

19. I do not, from inquiries that T have made, believe that any practical {nconvenience
would result from the closing of the pans and the cessation of sales of salt at Paiyanur. I believe
that the local demands can be fully supplied from Covelong, Cheyur and Chunambat. Asitis
the principal towns and villages situated on the Southern Trunk Road, receive their supply of
salt from Madras. The country carts, returning from Madras to the south, take salt as their
return carriage : the trade is at present entirelyvin the hands of cartmen who carry the salt for
sale from village to village.

20. 1Inregard to the compensation, which may be required to be paid in tbe.event of the
Paiyanur pans being permanently closed, I propose to address a sepfmate communication to the
Boards It occurs to me that where arrangelments can be n.lade for giving an equivalent number
of pans for those closed at some other place, few miles dlstant3 the manufacturer have nothing
to complain of. Thus, if the Paiyanur pans are .cl.os'ed. an equivalent number of pans might be
given to the manufacturers at Covelong and its vicinity.

91. The object is, if possible, to concentrate manufacture and not to reduce it and this
'object may, I believe, be accomplished without entailing expense to Government, or injuriously
affecting vested rights.

¢



Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
‘ a 19th September 1863,

22. 1 have the honor to'annex for the Board’s information, a Tabular Statem_ent showing
® SaLT EsTABLISHMENT,
RS,

A P
1 Peishkar.. e e . ss T 4. 28 0 O
2 Nevisindahs at 10 Rupees each v 20 0 0
1 Daffadar., . e 7 0 O

00
o0

the number of pans and average manufacture and
sale at each of the Salt divisions of . the District
during the last five years. The number of Treg-
5 Peons at 4 Rupeos cach’ Ot suries at present requrjrefi at the several salt stations
1 Measurer ..o L, L0 0 T is five, namely, Chunambat, Cheyur, Paiyanur,
. ' '-_t;)_o-_a Covelong and Madra;. Tl}é n'qmber ‘under the
Povic EsrAﬁnxs;Iaxgm, proposed arrangement will be three, namely, Madra;;
‘1 Head Constable . .. ,, ., a5 o5 (Covelong and Cheyur, a_nd the- saving effected to
1 Deputy do. e+« 10 8 9 Government by the closing of the Paiyanur* Pans,
+13 Constables "2 asaplace of manufacture and sale, will be Rupees
2,340 per annum. : ‘

»
TABULAR STATEMENT.

R \
- Number of Af‘:;zii OFE:; Average sale of
Divisions. Pans. Faslis, five Faslis,

In, Maunds, In. Maunds,
Madras... 38,9701 11,938,503 10,12,084
Chunambat - ,,, o eee e . 761 1,10,811 69,120
Cheyur,.. = = " v 73, 1,02,933 50,895
Paiyanur (including Kadambadi) ... ... 1203 25,5091 . 14,314
Covelong (including Kalambakam) ... 21111 1,28,723 ' 99,666
Vadasemanjeri oo 58 39,947 17,132

: . : For one Fasli
Homes® Garden.., ... - e 1,23,770

——

Excrosure No. 1,

From C. W. READE, Esq, Gollector of Sogih Arcot, to the Honorable R, S, ELLIS, ¢, 5,
o Collector of Madras, dated Cuddalore, 19th May 1863, No. 367,

1. T feel there are difficulties
Pans at Chunambat and Cheyur, which I should like t
rence to any alteration in the existing state of things,

2. You write apparently under the impression that the D
salt pansresides at Merkanam. This is not the case,
he has under him four Places of many
constant attention and supervision tha

eputy Collector in charge of the
His head quarters are at Cuddalore, ang

facture to tke south of that place, and which require more
n the pans at Merkanam.

3. The pans of Chunambat and Cheyur at the

: extreme limits are fully 14 miles from.
Merkanam, and the Intermediate meang of communicat

] : ion is very difSeult and tedious ; and in
view of this fact, and the circumstance of th of his dutieg lying in the opposite direc.
mmanagement by your Deputy Coll

ector in charge of
Prove to the Salt Deputy Collector

in this District,

and draws only Rupees 250, while Mr. i
and to relieve him of the Chunambat and Cpe
most troublesome and irksome part of his qut

o bt 4

2 G
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-

think‘rretent themselves to the proposed transfer, there is for consideration the additional remu-
‘neration which would be equitably due -to my Deputy Collector ; and thus the arrangement
could not be effected without putting the State to increased expendltu;e.

5. Ido not think the evils of which you speak in the 4th paragraph of your letter are
anything very serions. Since my advent here, as far as | ama aware,

there has been no instance
of any unpleasantness between our respective Salt Establishments.

-
P

S s o (True Copy.)

(Signed) R.S. ELLIS, Collector.

1. In tile foregoing letter the Col]ec}or proposes to discontinue the manufacture and the
1 f Salt at the Pyanur Pans, to transfer the charge of the Chunambat Pans to the_Collector
Ei‘ ;zuth Arcot, and to place the Cheyur Pans under the charge of the Sub-Collector who js
0 "y
resident at Chingleput,

2. Insupport of his 'pro‘posal he explains the diﬁiculfy that his Salt Deputy Collector finds

. . . e sale at these three places, the nearest of,which,
in superintending the manufacture and th places,

T r, is at a considerable distance frorq Madras, his h=ad quarters, The result _has been
. t}y?;n:l:ile the pans to the north of Madras and those as far south as Covelong have been
- that, w

11in an eflicient manner,. the administration of the department at the paus under refer-
managed r
ence has been decidedly defective.

3. Mr. Ellis points out that the extent of the range under charge of his Deputy Collector
. . los r. hile trl)lat of the sarhe Officer in the adjoining District of South Arcot 1s only 46
. '?3 in f‘, c‘rvth and this too when the most important part of the dutief of the Madras Deputy
g]]]ies ltn e"ic;; tf:e superintendence of the large northern manufactory and of the sale depét ag
ollector, ‘ | -
Mudras,, ,

The Board quite recognize " the importance of concentrating the salt manufacture, and
8 8] B -] oy
. - 4 : eto recommend Mr. Ellis’s proposal, for the abolition of the Pyanur pans, for the
they resolve

v io v sales at Pyanur are insignificant, and it seems to
’ ideration of Government. The P
favorable considerati

hat by apportioning pans at the neighbouring salt stations to the present pan-holders
thePBoard tha ja-i:}; they m;y have for compensation will be completely satisfied, as all they
at Pyanur, any clal .

can desire is the continuance of their present means of livelihood.,

5. The Board consider it verf desirable that Mr. Smith's time should not be oqcu.pied by
- &5 e Boar distant Southern Pans. They, therefore, recommend that, as a special case,
e i O, threeh lsld be placed under the charge of the Sub-Collector, as Mr, Elijs con-
ot e ouhould ge retained in consideration of the excellent salt that is many-
;iders t:i;et:;es:nza:it; a view t:o meet_the convenience of the people in that portion of hig
acture s .
District.

6. The Board doubt, however, the necessity of retaining the D Cﬁisamb:;' The
Coll tor will he requested to report further on th‘s point, stating whether it would not be pos-
_'0 eetor Wi he pans at Cheyur as to provide employment there, both for the manufac-
sible 5o fo exiend the P(;‘ the manufacturers of Pyanur, and also to supply from the Cheyur pans
t;"e:is of C('lh:xvr;]z;:]bai;“been hitherto met from the salt manufactured at the two last named
the deman
places.

p . i lly be determined to continue the manufacture at Chunambat,

the Ii;ar;t,arl;o:;;‘;ztdl;t Z;e:slil:ilﬁ that the ;}an? shoul-d be t.ransferred to the 501‘1‘[}; Arcl:l:

L ttach any weight to the objections which Mr, Pueade. has raised, as his

D i) do] no;:li cortainly make his head quarters at Mercanum during the manufac-

DGP“WS (ZZL]:C:’:; ;:oum that place he could superintend the operations at Chunambat without
turning se » ‘
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 awalls sal of the question before Proceeding on a tour to the Southern Salt Pans
of his District, : . )

difh:culty. The Board request the early orders of Government, as they are informed that Mr.
. Ellis awaits the dispo

‘ T - -
No. 252, ORDER THEREON,
1. With the foregoing p

the Collector of Madras, havi

19th September’ 1863, No. 1,725.

roceedings the Board of Revenue forward a communication from
ug for its ob

ject certain changes in the management of the Salt
ereby the mg

: nufacture would be concentrated, expenditure reduced,
and smuggling checked.

Paragraph 18 of the Coll.ectoz’slet!er dateq % M. Elliss proposals are in brief’ (” e "
23rd July 1863, No, 275, !

the Paiyanur Pans, 2)the placing the Cheyur Pans under the
Sub-Collector, ang (3) the transfer of the Caunambat Pans to
South Arcot, '

ven for bringing these propositions forward are the extensive
amed, and the inability of the Deputy Collector in charge of
xtensive a seaboard as that mow under his

n the average of the last five years
-thirds of the manufacture, The Collec-
closing the pans or stopping the sales.
¢ opinion expressed by tha late Collec-
hatif the station was discontinued the-*
of 50 miles between Homes’ Gardensand
Salt Depét, and that the residents of the
nced theteby, Mr, Ellis refers to Covelong
wrote the transactiong there a mean o 1 PPUing the local demand. At the time Mr. Cunliffe

N fined to manufacture ang export. It further
ra Trunk Road reccive their supply
ishi : s
anufacturers af (ha neighbour‘is::ng e pans, and would allt fresh pas.

- . : i ' he
immediale ot ‘ . 3 Cotaurs by way of compensation. T
saving to Governme., by this change would be Rupees 193 pper measem OF

R“P;es 2';;40}5“ s, the Pay of the Division ang Preventive Establishments.
under‘the clfarg?:i fll::ﬂ:tbreéolmmend o case, the Cheyur Pans should be place.d
transfer to Soyth Arcot : e lector, rhad, in the first instance, suggested their
. . 1ee of the distance of Cheyur from the boundary of that
Bufacture, he noy considers that the superintendence
tat proposed above,

i . I
three mileg from Ma) . Ellis woulg Place under the South Arcot Sal

From Mr, Cunliffs to Board of This is contrary to th
12th July 1362, No, 243, oar om0

¢ ]
. ara . ftor, w i
Becorded in Board's Proceel:iingifagst:d » Who bolated out ¢
- L3th October 1863, No, 6 g5, would be a distance

Cheyur withoyt any
much inconvanje

ion
they should be made ove

8. The Governor in Coyger « '
uncil is accordine)
. ] i
nur Pans, and_ approves of the Proposeqd methobdyof ::::et: a:thorlxlze '
sating the m

. .. . ined
r to Souty Arcot, dedly of opinion, however, that if retainé

he abolition of the Pai.)'a;
anufacturers by allotting

2 these pans at all, and have called

I N UV

—— e
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pans elsewhere. Under the circumstances stated, the Sub-Col}ector of the Madras District may
be placed in charge of the Cheyur Pans. As regards Chunambat no final orders can be passfed .
till the receipt of the further report called for from the ColI.ector of Madras. Mr. Reade will
also have an opportunity of expressing his views on the question,

9. DParagraphs 15, 16 and 17 of Mr. Ellis's letter of the 23rd July, No. 273, will be con-
sidered in the Public Works Department,

4

(True Extract.)

(Signed) C. G. MASTER,

Deputy Secretary to Government,

To the Board of Revenue.
s Accountant General.
s Civil Paymaster.
»»  Department Puhlic Wprks.

Exd. S. T, Aogustin.
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No. 6,845,
PROCEEDINGS OF THE Boarp oF Revexce, dated 13th October 1862.

Read the following letter from E. CUNLIFFE, Esq., Collector of Madras, to W. IIUDLESTON,
Esq., Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated Saidapet, 12th July 1862, No. 243 : —

1. I have the honor to reply to Board's Proceedings of the 30th ultimo, No. 4,226,

2. T did not, as the Board remark, suggest in my Salt Administration report any altera-
tions of Salt stations, nor did it cccur to the Board or Governmert teevggest a change in
their reviews of that report. It had been determined, before I juined the District, to establish a

depot of sale at [Tomes’ Garden s, and to meke the ststions noted marginally sub-

Vadasemanjeri. .
Covelong. sidiary to it as places of manufacture. It did not theiefore ceeur to me to make

E Py .
Daiganur. any modification in that plan. [ had supposed too that similacly the Board had de-
cided upon the retention of Chunambat as a station of sale and manufacture, as its abolition had

been recommended by my predecessor, thougi he had subsequently found reason to change that

opinion, and advise] its continuance in his letter of the 30th Novembar 1856.

3. The Board however, in the Proceedings under reply having discussed certain changes
in the Southern Salt stations, I proceed to give the joint views of the Deputy Colector in

charge of Salt and of myself upon their proposals.
4. 1 find that the Vadasemanjeri pans cannnt be extended so as to yield the amount of salt

to be annually stored at Homes’ Gardens, viz., 2,40,000 Indian Maunds. At first I thou ght that

Kilambakam containing 94 pans might be abolished, and pans givenin lieu at Covelong, and
thus some saving in the Police guard be effected, but to do this I learn that the Covelong pans

must be extended to such a length, that the change would not be economical. Kelambakam then

should be retained, and the Covelong pans increased, if necessary, so as to furnish, together with
the other two stations, the entire supply required for the dep it at {Iomes’ Gardens. The dittam
has been usuilly fixed raiher late, but will now be determined upon in good time, so as to enable

the manufacturers to commence work eatly, and in this case, the yield might be made very much

The export at Covelong Huctuates a good deal, and as long as boats are

Lurger than it now is.
it is improbable that vessels will visit Covelong, but a sufficient

readily procured at Madras,
quantity for export can always be kept up.

A ngements for the supply of the d:cpot, the station at Paiyanur com-
or converted into a depot for sale. I think that
, there will be a distance of

5. Tlaving made arra
prising that aud Kadambadi wight be abolished,
the latter cowrse should be adopted, for ifthe station be discontinued :
50 miles between Homes’ Gardens and Cheyur, without any resort for the purchase of salt, and
the residents of the country to the westward of this interval, will be much incommoded ; indeed,
it has already been reprcseniled to me that the villages about Ghingleput were inconvenienced by
being no longer able 1o draw on Paiyanur fr salt, and I had it in contemplation to make further
inquiries and to recommend, it necessary, that sales be re-opaned at that station.

G.  With reference to pamgraph 4 of
there js na present sale at these statious.
depdt, the existing platforms will be abolished, wi
and one at  Pa’yanur, if in fature it is to be a de
kalikundram, the Kusbah of the Chingleput Taluk, and
improved. The former presents uo difficult features, but the lafter runs below several tanks, re-

ceives their drainage, and will be costly in repair.
at Kadunbadi, three miles from Paiynur, may be closed, and land given
an arrangement to  which the Mirasidars will not, I think, object,

arger manufacture being permitted, if Paiyanur is made a station
Lal

the Procaedings, the Bo ard are aware, I believe, that
When the old salt stored there, is brought away to the
th the exception o f two for export at Covelong,
prt for sile. A road mizht be made to Tiru-
that from the laiter place to  Chingleput

7. The 44 pans
for others at the latter place,

when there is a probability of a 1
of rale.

. T
- = 2,

—— | i
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE BOARD OF REVENUE,

Dated 13th Octoler 1862,

Observing that it will not be advisable.to
make any change in present arrangements as

far as places of Salt Manufacture are concerned *

and think that Paiyanur should be 85&23
permanently into a sale depot.
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