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Proceédinga of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
' 7th January 1863.

No. 30. Read the followiny Proceedings of the Boird of Revenue, dated 18:h Dzcember
1862 :—
tead again letter from the Collector of Nellore, dated 22nd November 1862, No, 294,
(In Cons. 27th November 1862, No. 7,536.)
Read also the following from the Deputy Chief Engincer, dated 4th December 1862, No. 487.
(In Cons. 4th December 1862, No. 7,718.)

1. Ordered that the above papers be submitted to Government, with reference to the Board’s
procsodings dated 5th June 1862, No, 8,586, Proceedings fxoted in the margin, and with the Board's
(Tncluding) Procecdings dated 13th May 1862, recommendation that Mr. Dykes be uuthorized to carry

Do, dated lav August 1862, Ko. 5,009 )¢ the proposed work at a cost not to exceed without

Board’s Proceedings dated 10th April 1862, further sanction the amount of Rupees 2,000 provided in

No. 2,872 his Budget for the current year for the purpose of utiliz-
ing the spontancous Salt the formation of which it is now proposed to prevent.

9. The details of the plan being already before Government iu the papers above qm
it is unnccessary to repeat them here.

3. 1f successful, it does not admit of qusstion that it must be highly remunerative to
Government in removing enormous facilities for the illicit use of the Salt which it is found cannot
be collected economically on behalf of Government.

4. Mr. Dykes considers it essential to the success of his experiment that the islands ia the
Pulicat lake and the greater portion of the Striharicotta island lying between the lake or back
water and the sea should be transferred f;o his jurisdiction, and the Board concur with him in
this opinion. The arrangement will involve no additional expense for establishment.

5. The objsction raised by Mr. Cunliffe in his letter already before Government do not

appear to the Board of any real weight. The change
S Beard's Proceedings dated 12th May 1862 will in no way interfere with the renting of the jungles.,

The Yanadis’ interests will in no way be affected injuri-
ously, while the facilities for supervising them will be increased from the more close ncighbor-
hood of the Nellore Deputy Collector in charge of the Zemindaries and residing at Naijoodoo-
pett adjoining the lake. The Coramandel end of the strip would remain attached to Madras.

6. The Salt Pans of Poongalum and Soonnapagoontali to which lie south-west of the tract
proposed to be transferred have already been transferred to Nellore from Madras.

7. The mp included in Me. Dykes' present letter is not quite correct, as the Nellore
Distiict laps further round the south end of the lake than is therein shown. Tlis has been
corrected in blue pencil, and dotted line shpws approximately the boundary line which would

suffice for the present purpose and which the Board recommend to be adopted with due regardmg=s:

to the villaze boundaries which will be ascertained from the Collector of Madras for publication
in the Gazette, and should Government be pleased to sanction the arrangement.

8. It is essential that the villagers who will be employed on the work of constructing and
maintaining the bund, and who are naturally much interested in maintaining the existing oppor-
tunities of obtaining Salt illicitly should be under the control of the Officer who is engaged in
carrying out the experiment. ‘

9. The Buard resolve to request early orders on the subject, as some little time will Le
necessary for the preliminary arrangements, and the opportunity for carrying out the woik in the
present year will occur about the end of January or beginning of February.

(A true Extract.) ‘ .
(Signed.) W. HUDLESTON, Seccretary.

No. 3L Orprr THEREON, Tth January 1863, No. 16.
The construction of the bund and transfer of villages are sanctioned as proposed by the

Board.
(Signed.) J. D. SIM,

Secrelary to Gorernment,
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No. 7,852.
PROCEEDINGS OF THE B0OARD OF RREVENUE, dated 28th November 1862.

Read the following letter from J. W. B. DYKES, Esq, Collector of Nellore, to W. HUDLE.
STON, Esq, Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated 22nd November 1862, No. 294 :—
1. On the 11th of April last T requested permission to call on the District Engineer for a
rough Plan and Fstimate for throwing up a bank across the upper portion of the Pulicat lake,
to prevent the formation there, in the hot weather, of spontaneous salt.

9. In their Proceedings of the Ist August, No. 5,009, the Board requested Colonel Ludlow
to issue instructions “as he proposes” fur the preparation of the necessary Estimates for carry-
ing out the work in “a complete and efficient manner.” )

3. Subsequently no tidings have reached this Office of what is being dune ; whilst the
bank should be begun in another six weeks to be of any use.

4. And, under these circumstances, I do myself the honor to request, that the Board will
be pleased to ascertain from the Députy Chief Engineer, whether the Estimate called for has
been prepared, and the necessary arrangements made for the work being taken in hand, to time,
by the Department. ;

5. I further, however, take this opportunity of bringing to the Board’s notice, that the

carrying out the proposed work.in “a complete and eflicient manner,” so far as that is to be
obtained Ly the scheme proposed by Colonel Ludlow, is not what I Jid myself the honor to
recommend, nor, as 1 believe, adviss ple.

6. Colonel Ludlow has mistaken the proposal made by me. In his letter of the 3rd July
recorded with the Board’s Proceedings‘q of the 1st August, he observes “the northern portion of
the lake would thus become a large tank,” and le then proceeds to make provision for the
safety of this tank by the construction of suitable masonry escapes, strengthening of Lanks, &e

7. But all this is entirely opposé«l to the views entertained, in bringing forward the pro-
position, of preventing the formation of spontancous salt Dy running a bank® across the lake. 1
never thought to make a tank, and check the formation of salt by storing fresh water. I meant
the bank to heep all dry; and, to do more than this, “ in such a soil,” would
* 1th paragraph. o olonel Ludlow observes,* “ be very difficult and expensive.”

8. I merely meant to throw up 'ﬁ,‘.light bank as proposed by Cumili Narayanasami, and
as Captain Mullins observes, in his lette:“-gf the 13th June, prevent the (salt) water from being
driven in from the south by the long shore winds, and inundating a portion of the lake that
would “otherwise at that scason be dry ; and that does become dry afterwards, and turns into
a salt bed. /7 A

9. And, this being the objectin view, 1 think it is very probable, on re-consideration,
Colonel Tudlow would form a different opinion of the proper course to be pursued,

10. 1 do not want to confine the flood waters of the monsoon. In fach want to do
the very reverse. 1 want to throw up so slight aund temporary a bank, that, if necessary, it
shall wholly give way in the floods, and so preserve as far as_possible the even line of bottom
that at present exists, instead of at once throwing the discharge ¢n two or 1hrce given points,
and so creating outlets, that w ould Le difficult to deal with,

11.  And I beg 1o submit for consideration, whether.i%\would not be bettcr, with reference

to the nature of the woik, to entrust the Estimaté Tome™ T wiil willingly undertuhe the throw-

-
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al agency ; and I shall pro

arth work. I need no addition
than an Officer of the

ing up of the bank. It is simplee .
locality in question,

babl}' be better able to command labour in the
Public Works.

12.  On this point however there is another question for which I would beg the favor of

I will do my best to throw up the bank in time, and prevent smuggling ;
hances of success are Very materially effected if in

the heart of the salt beds I am to have villages over which I have no control.” The village of
Vernad, the larg.e island north of Tiikam, forms the point d’appui of the embankment. The
villace and island of Pirnad lies wholly within my embankment. Where the other islands lie
. in thae porth of the lake, that belong to the Madras District, I don’t exactly know, but should
J': soon find out to my disadvantage, once I began the work ; and, whether as regards the work
j;in hand, or the general execcution of the Revenue laws as regards salt, it is in my opinion in.
dispensable that the authorities of these villages should be under my direct control. )

o 13. Mr, Cunliffe objected to the proposed transfer in his letter to the Board of the 27th
. May.* But the objections having reference

"+ " % Board's Proceedings 5th June 1862, No. 3,578. more to private than public interests, do
point at issue ; and the Board having then disposed of
the objections under the impression that the work would be undertaken by the Public Works
- Department, and could be curried out at once, will I trust be prepared to review their judg-

the Salt reveaue is found to be a work of time, and, especially should it

" ment, when to secure
“‘sbe determined to proceed first by tentative measures, as I have recommended, and leave the
n in the hands of the Revenue Department.

a re-consideration.
but the marginal map will show that my ¢

. *

not seem to me to bear on the

- executio

———

ted to the Deputy Chief Engineer, Northern, Circle, with the
hem at an early date with the information required regarding
d with his opinion on the Collector’s further explanation

1. Ordered to be communica
Board's request that he will favort
the preparation of the Estimate, an
and suggestion.

9. The question or the transfer of the villages will be re-considered with his reply.

(A true Copy and Extract.)
(Signed) W. IIUDLESTON,
Secretary.

To Liéut.—Colonel S. 0. E. Ludlow, R. E,, Deputy Chief Engineer, Northern Circle.

Copy to J, W. B. Dykes, Esq., Collector of Nellore.

Exd. J. Wright. - s
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