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¢ Madras Government, Revenue Department,

Proceedings of th
24th August 1863.

tter from Captain R. II. BEDDOME, Officiating Conservator
Esq., Secretary to Government, Revenue Department, Fort
atore, 13th July 1863, No. 599 :—

No. 253. Tlead the following le
of Forests, to J. D- SIM,
Saint George, dated Coimb

Sir, :
1. With reference to the Government Order No. 1,191 of the 4th of July 1863, [ have

the honor to offer the following explanation called for on paragraph 12 of the Secretary of State's

Despatch. When I took charge of the Anamallays in the official year 1857-58, our attention

was entirely given to Teak and Black-wood, in fact the forest in those days was worked exclusively

for the Bombay dockyard. Dr. Cleghorn, the Conservator of Forests, had given the Railway
Company permission to fell Vengay and other :jungle timbers in these forests, paying a seigniorage
of Rupees 1-8-0 per tree. Vengay and other jungle timbers were then of little commercial value,
and there was little or no market for them. These timbers, however, began to attract more

attention, and their market value gradually increased. Just before I was relieved from the charge
» the forests by Cuptain Brine in September 1860, I proposed to Dr. Cleghorn that we should
fell the Vengay and some other jungle timbers ourselves and sell them at the dep6t at the foot
of the hills, at 6 Annasa cubie foot. Defore I left the forest I had felled some of this timber on
the slopes and in the jungles at the foot, the Malcers were employed, they are a jungle tribe and
quite unskilled with the axe, and could never be employed in the Teak or Black-wood operations.
I paid them from 8 Annas to 1 Rupee 4 Annas for each squared log, according to the size, the
felling therefore cost far legs than 1 Anna a cubic foot, and the profit would have been from

¢ to 53 Annas per cubic foot according to the distance at which the logs were cut {rom the
depbt ;- as some trees contained upwards of 50 cubic feet this was a great gain upon the former
system of selling the trees at Rupees 1-8-0 per tree. I did not, moreover, fell above the slopes, so
ihat carting was not required, nor did I employ any of the skilled axemen who could be employed
oa Teak or Black-wood, which timbers of course paid much better; and at the same time I gave
employment to a wild, thievish race. The Malcers had at that time also commenced sawing in’
¢he forests, and were making ghemlelves useful in various ways; since I left, however, they have
oot I believe done any felling or sawing. When Major Morgan a year and half afterwards reported
to Government that if my proposal of selling the Vengay at 6 Annasa cubic foot had been
carried into effect Government would have been immense losers, he must have supposed that
I had intended using ckiiled labor for the felling operations, and also that considerable expense

would be incurred in carting or slipping ; he ordered Captain Brine not to fell any more Vengay,

as he said that it would interfere with the Teak operations which were much more profitable.
I however had intended to make it quite & separate transaction, and not to allow it in any way fo

interfere with the Teak or Dlack-wood operations.
0. The market value of Yengay has risen very considerably in the last three years, and the

price of labor has also experienced a great rise. During this last season some fine Vengay loga
were felled and squared in the Anamallays ; this timber, however, has been cut at much greater
distance from the depdt at the foot than it could have been three years ago ; the felling expenses
too, owing to the rise in labor, have been greater. I expect, however, to bring this timber to the
depdt at about 4 Annas the cubic foot, but I hope to be able to sell it at 12 Annas the cubic foof.
The market rate of Vengay now in Coimbatore is about 1 Rupee per cubic foot, in Madura it is
about 1-8-0 per cubic foot, in that District however timber isscarcer and has to be brought from
a greater distance. ‘ ‘

3. With regard to paragraphs 17 and 18 of the Despatch, I beg to inforin you that a
regular Code of Rules has been drawn upin communication with the Revenue Board ; these
Rules were forwarded to Government with my letter No. 509 of the 27th April 1863. They were
drawn up with great care and attention after [ had visited almost all our forests and gone carefully
into the working of each District, these rules are intended for the whole Presidency ; the list of
reserved 1imbers and the seigniorage payable thereon, and other lacal rules and noticesare to be
rublished separately in each District. These rules have not yet received the sanction of Govern-
fore been as yet published throughout the Presidency, Since the report
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