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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenve Department,
6th August 1863.. '

WA~

No. 51. Read the following letter, from Captain R. II. BEDDOME, Officiating Conservator
of Forests, to J." D. SIM, Esq., Secretary to Government, Revenue Department, Fort
Suint George, dated Coimbatore, 25th July 1863, No. 607 :—

Sig, , -
1. T have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of Mr, H. A. Brett's Memorandum on the

Salem Forests, forwarded with the Government Order No. 1,309 of the 16th of July.

0. Sinee Mr. Brett was in the Salem Disirict aregular code of rules has been put in force
and felling under the license system is now carried on with many more restrictions that it formerly
was. The felling of saplings or very small trees has been put a stop to, and if the license holder
attempts to break this rule, his licenso is forfeited and the timber.is confiscated.

3. There can be no doubt that the most effccrive conservancy is for the Forest Department
to work a forest themselves, but as 1 have already reported to Government there are great diffi-
culties in the way of introducing this system iato Districts like Salem where there are large
stragzling tracts of f_oresr, and a larger Establishment would be necessary than the timber revenue
could afford. This system might be introduced if Wwe only worked one tract of forest at a time

and shifted operations; this plan, however, would put the public to great inconvenience as certain-

Districts would be left for a time without any timber unless they chose to bring it from the spot
where operations wero being carried on, which might be a considerable distance.

4 1 consider it a mistake, however, to suppose that conservancy cannot be carried on under
the license system, With an effective and active Establishment much can be done, the chief
dutics of the Assistant Conscrvator, his Overseers and Peons are a3 follows :—To stop the felling

of all saplings or very young trees, and to guard against injury to them from fires. To plaut and

prune when advisable or necessary. To stop all clandestine felling (which has till late years

been carricd on to an enormous extent). To stop Kumii cultivation on fore-t land. To enter in

the License the tract of forest in which the felling is to take place, and thereby regu'ate the felling

of timber and prevent any tract of forest from being exhausted. To mark trees where practicable

and to see that the license holders conform to the rules laid down for conservancy. None of
these poiriés received attention in former years under the Revenue authorities.

5. The Sandal-wood forests of the Salem District are systematically worked ; and if it wil
pay to work {hem at all the Pennagara Acha-wood forests should be regularly worked by an
Eslablishment ; and it will perhaps bo feasible to work the forests at ITurroor and Cotapetty, but
T am afraid it would not be possible to introduce this system throughout the District, the forests
generally are t00 poor and too much scattered. I shall be visiting the Salem District again
ghortly, and T will then iz}' continuatiox‘l of this letter report what I consider can be done. Itis
practicable to mark the trces in many instances, and it is then done ; bu, without a much larger
Establishment than wo now have, it could hardly be carried out systematically throughout the

whole Districts

No, 52. ORrDER THEREON, 6th August 1863, No. 1,460

The Government will await the further report promised, and wish then to rcceive anesti-

mate of the additional Establishment required for working the forests named in this letter, and
also for marking trees to be cut; in them, if the licensing system is continued.

(True Extract.)

(Signed) J. D. SIM,
Secretary to Government,

To the Conservator of Foresis.

Exd. S. T. Avgustin.
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