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Proceedings of the Madras 'Government, Revenue Department, -
' 1st August 1863."

————

No. 3. Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 29th June 1863
" No. 3,938 :— ' ) ’

HUDLESTON, Esq., Secretary to the Board of Revenue, d
, dat
1863, No. 147. - ated Cuddalore, 8th June

Sir, )

1. ._I-am remind?d by a Memorandum from the Sub-Secretary that a reply is’stilladue from
my Office in explanation of the low rate of consumption of salt in South Arcot for the last seven
months of Fasli 1270, noticed by Government in paragraph 2 of thei
February 1862, No. 262. : paragraph 2 of their orders of the 1Ith

Read the following letter from C. W, READE, Esq., Collector of South ' Arcot ‘ o W,

2. 1 had not lost sight of the subject, although I have not reported on it. I have lo.oked
_into the causes which had induced the falling off in the Home consumption for the particular .

period under review ; but consequent on the subsequently im .
proved state of th
press of other matters [ had put off writing. ngs and to the

Home, Inland,

July ee  ee 40 .. 4,110 25,299 Inland for th : . A
Avgust  a. .. e. 10,984 30,880 ¢ entire Fasli year of 1270. The Board, in the
Beptember .. .. .. 16,629 21350 1th paragraph of their Proceedings of the 21st November
ctober er  se  we , .

November .. .. o. 19671 13,250 1862, No. 6,435, estimate the average Home consumption
December  +» oo .. 11,105 11,7107 r head :

January .. ee .. B108 12,411 pe of the Pop‘ﬂatlo? on the sales only for the last
February  «o +o os 9,430 12,019 seven months of the year, i.e., from December to June both

March e es s. 9,401 17,034 . . N
y 15,686 inclusive and, as they remark, this makes the consumption by

April ee oo .o 11,819
May ve ee ee 9,069 - 13,489 . .
Jug'e ot SGes 1rsst each person about 5 lbs. only. Such calculation I conceive

—————— to be hardly fair. On the whole year the consumption would

* 1,384,405 1,98,709
v average above 10 lbs. per person, the sales for the first five

months of the year nearly equalling those of the last seven months, The causes operating to bring -

about the falling off in the sales for the latter half of the year are easily explained.  The enhanced
® From Rapees 135 to 155, price* of salt was introduced in the month of February of
t To Rupees 180. the very year under notice, and was again raised in June ;4
this increase was expected and no doubt gave a considerable impetus to the sales of salt during the
few months preceding the change, and it is probable that many laid in a stock of salt to last
them for a lengthened period ;again it is in those months which were marked by large sales that

- the demand for salt is usually the greatest, while in the hot months, or in the present scasou of the -

the sales aré invariably lower; so thatitis hardly a just compautation to take the recognized
y which to judge of the sales and of the ratio’ of consumption. :I may
observe also that there is another cause which, I fancy, must greatly affect -our sales of salt in
certain localities. I-allude to the establishment by the French: Government of two or more
depdts for selling salt in villages on the immediate - frontier of the two territories. The
blicis obviously so great that the purchases by our Ryots from those depéts

They would hardly go to-Meikanum for salt which was selling’almost at

year,

must be considerable.
their very doors for the same price. -

4. The only remedy is by forming depétsw'i.thiu our own limits adeqx;ate to the wants of
our people, and the question arises how far this is desirable, and would it repay’ the heavy cost
of sea and land carriage with all the other attendant expenses of depdts and establishments. [t
might possibly be werth a trial, and for some time I have had it in contemplation to bring the
subject to the Boa‘rd’s notice, butin view of the heavy preliminary expenses [ have not felt prepared
with any definite propcsal; there is no ‘doubt, however, that we are considerable present l&sers by
the French depdts, but whether the expensive measures necessary to obviate this loss would, in
the end, prove any real gain appears to me very problematical. In last year I'looked into the
subject, and obtained information from the Pondicherry authorities, which fully confirmed the
belief that their consumption of salt was quite out of proportion to the population of the settle-
ment. -While the ratio of our Home consumption may be taken at 0 lbe, to each person, their

,

3. The annexed statement gives the sales Home and”
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returns exhibit an average of 19 French measures, which are equal to 271 lbs. English, a quan-
. . . -~ . ’

tity which far exceeds what any single person could possibly consume; and I?mnnine this
(-]

excess must be the result of the purchases by our Ryots who reside within easy reach of Pondi-
cherry and of the District depots. y

5. Other causes are not without their influence in producing fluctuations in our sales for
Home consumption. My inquiries show that large quantities of salt are sold within the District
by traders who professedly purchase it for the iuland markets, but who often £ 21 ofitable
a return for it on their roule; and in like manner many Who’buy e ;n Cnh as pr -~
in the Madras District, frequently, I believe, dispose of it in passing ‘hrounht be : nnu:ape .Pand
villages situated in the Northern and Western Talooks of South Arcot - aod lbe arger owln” -
are prepared to establish fixed depbts in different Localities, these caus ; and therefore, unle
and may possibly increase, and hence the returns of sales for Home ce
liable to fluctuation.

s will probably ever exist;
onsumption will always be

showet.he ‘:v::::’parxson of l})e marginal statement will 8t 0727
to have been c:efznsumpuon on the entire yearof Fasli 1270
the whal. earn.l ;rably above that of former years, taking
L1271 year, an n.xot, as the Board have done, & portion

ere was a slight decrease as compared with its pre:

Fasli 1267 0 e om 94,653
L 1268 o w . 89,544

71269 e we e 1,13,996
1270 - e e e 1,34,405
only, while for the subsequent Fas

decessor.

7. Itis impossible wholly to reject the beljef that illicit salt
think, to an extent suficient to materially influence the rev '
- : enue, and ini
had aught to d'o with the falling off on the sales for the period’ :Zticle;"i‘nn;:s(ljir ‘;P2'E(')°n I‘h:"::
the causes which I have now dwelt on will satisfactorily account for that falling of. nn:i t.be Boerd
o 14

may be assured that no efforts are omitted by the Deput . }

s eyee e ¥y Collector and those working under him

to check and detect iliicil manufaclure ;aud Tihiuk he fon‘guiun cumparalive retumlﬂauest avery
e -

marked and SAtisfactox.-y increase in the Salt revenue but which must ever be subj fl tion
from the causes to which I have now referred. I may add that the le N J;d e 'ﬁ.
promise to exceed those of the past. sales of the present Fasli

8. The supposed average consumption of salt b
numbers at 15 1bs,, and accepting this estimate,
District of 10 1bs. to each of the entire populati
remembered that the population thus estimated

is manufactured, but not 1

) ¥ an adult man is computed in round
the present proved Home consumption in the
on must be viewed as satisfactory. It is to be

for includes w .
if this, with the other continued causes, operating to the a[):z:?::t.?%::n]dr;t;‘)f ;lll ages, ;nd
Yy ol vur Home sales,

could be severally analyzed, and the proportion due .
we should find that strictly the Home consumption ::c::gi‘:xre duly ascertained
of the allotted average for each individual, y
prescribed amount we might then fairly place
absence of any other ostensible cause,

» it is proballe
and ) t_° the !:eturns scarcely fell short
any iractional difference to complete the
to the account of illjcit manufacture, in the

9. TItis only just to Mahomed Esuff Saib to bearm i |

: test i i igi

in looking after the interests of the Department over whz:h hem;:luyie:;alt:: “nceaf(;"g V'Sd‘!a‘;‘e
Board only do the Deputy Collector justice in ascribing to his * efficient syu::;‘t:t:::l::xlce :}::

good results” which they are pleased to observe upon in th ine .
Proceedings under acknowledgment, P e concluding paragraph of their

1. Resolved that the above letter be submitted t
o Gov ;
paragraph 2 of their Order, dated 11th February 1862, No. 262 °R::::::tl,)ewul: reference to
2. The Board do not consider the Collector’s explanations,are sufficient P:: e }
Jow rate of Home consumption in South Arcot. . account for the

3. The Collector objects to the Board having tuken

. . the II i
seven months in Fasli 1270, as fixing the average °consumpti0n ofon:;e ::vol:!!‘umy;‘)tm.n of the last
estimate, though perhaps too low for that particulir year, ole Fasli
Home consumption, which it appears has not exceede

‘ ; bat their
was certainly not helow the average
19 1bs. per head of the population,

s

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
1st August 1863.

4. TItisobserved that the Home consumption in the past Fasli fell below that of the
previous year by Maunds 4,000; and that, if even half the salt imported by the French
Government were added to these sales, it would not bring the rate up to 11 lbs. of Salt per head

of the population.

5. The Board cannot suppose that the vicinity of the French depbts materially aflects
these sales, nor ought there to be no more difficulty in checking illicit transport than illieit
manufacture ; but on this point the Collector is requested to submit further information.

6. Every other cause adduced by the Collector as tending to decrease sales for Home

consumption in South Arcot must operate equally in the Districts of Nellore and Tanjore, but in
these last two Districts the average rate of domestic consumption per head of the population is
19 lbs. g .
. The Board, therefore, think it probable, that illicit manufacture is practised in South
Arcot to a considerable extent, The Collector should direet his Deputy to turn his special
attention to this point, and he will also be good enough toreport for how many months of the
year this Officer makes his head quarters at Mercanum, and for what period he is on tour at the
other Salt stations. . .

No. 4. OrpER THEREON, lst August 1863, No. 1,436
The Board will continue to watch the sales of Salt in South Arcot.
(True Extract.)

Seeretary to Governmend.

To the Board of Revenue.

Exd. S. T. Augus;zin. _ . R
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3. The Colicetor objects to the Board having waken the Home consumption of the last
scven months in Fasli 1270, as fixing the average consumption of the whole Fasli; but their
estimate, though perhaps too low for that particular year, was certainly not below the average
Home consumption, which it appears has not exceeded 9 lbs. per head of the population.

4. It is observed that the Home consumption in the past Fasli fell below that of the
previous year by Maunds 4,000 ; and that, if even half the salt imported by the French L
Government were added to these sales, it would not bring the rate deesto 11 lbs. of Salt per head /"‘*‘/tiw”
p of the population. ’ : 4

- e P o - e N e R i

5. The Board cannot suppose that the vicinity of the French Depbts materially affects
. ) ) these sales, nor ought there to be no more difficulty in checking illicit transport than illicit
{0 manufacture ; but on this point the Collector is requested to submit further information.

. 6. Lvery other cause adduced by the Collector as tending to decrease sales>fur Home
consumption in South Arcot must operate equally m the Districts of Nellore and ‘Tanjore, byt in
these last two Districts the average rate of dorqesti& consumption per head of the’ population is
19 lbs. ' —‘ ' ’ _‘ :

=.. The Doard, therefore, think it prqbable, that illicit manufacture is praét{ncéd ip South
1 Arcot to a considerable extent. The Collector should direct his Deputy to turn his special

’ . : ; attention to this point, and he will also be good enough to report for how many months of the

year this Officer makes his head-quarters at Mercanum, and for what period he is on tour at the

o

her Salt stations. . :
other Dait sia 10N8 . (A.true C()Py and Ex{tﬂci.) f N .-

.-

) ' . ~ Sl T
. L /7 . Sub-Secretary.
To J. D. Sim, Esq., Secretary to Government, R. D. . : RN RN
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE DOARD OF REVENTE,

1

Dated oot. J Sa 1563.

.U%@z&:.& N.(c\)XN —
Received 3 - u.. e

= No. 3,938,

.
Submitting with the Doard’s remarkls a letter
from the Collector of South Arcot explaining the
causes of the low rate of consurption of Salt in
the distict for the last seven months of Fasli 1270,
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