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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
21st July 1863.

.

No. 407. Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 11th ApFril 1863, .
No. 2,069 :— ‘
Read the following letter from G. L. MORRIS, Esq., Acting Collector of Tanjore, to W.
HUDLESTON, Isq., Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated Vellum, 15th
Deocember 1862, No. 470. ) =

Siz, .

1. I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the Board’s Official Memorandum
No. 899, dated the 21st November 1862, calling for a report on paragraph 13 on Sir C. Treve-
lyan’s Minute regarding landed property in Tanjore. -

2. The two adjustments referred to in the Minute in question are, firstly, to include the
waste lands in the Settlement ; and secondly, to substitute for the assessment upon trees a fixed
assessment upon the land occupied by them, leaving the proprietors to plant as many trees as
they please without additional payment. .

3. With regard to the first &djustment, T confess that I do not quite understand what the
late Governor meant by the expression “1including the wsste lands in the Settlement,” for nothing

"is said as to how this land is to be charged, or indeed, if itis to be charged atall, If he meant

that the Mirasidars were to be allowed to cultivate the waste at pleasure without paying any
additional revenue to the State, I certainly think that the Government would, under present
circamstances, be needlessly sacrificing their own interests. ‘

4. fancy, however, that Sir C. Trevelyan referred toa geuneral lowering of the assessment
fixed Q,'fgll waste lands, in order by so doing to induce Mirasidars to take up the whole of it.
This c"'xzainly would be a step in the right direction, if only a fair and equitable reduction of the
assessment would gain the end in view; but [ am very apprehensive that the Government would
have to relinquish very much more than would be either fair or equitable, and after all succeed in

gining but very litile permanent advantage even if the whole of the waste was taken up. It

>

is true that extra cultivation accounts might then be dispensed with, but village accounts and
subordinate Revenue Officers would still have to be kept up in consequence of remissions being
allowed and general cultivation accounts therefore necessary ; so that we should not.relieve the
Mirasidars of the harrassing and expensive interference of these useful, but decidedly rapacious
officials. ) .

5. 1 beg to enclose herewith a Statement showing the extent of arable waste lands in the
Delta Talooks in this District with the probable assessment due thereun, Last Fasli, extra calti-
vation to the amount of nearly 20,000 Rupees was brought to accouut in the Sub-division in
consequence of the subject receiving my close and personal investigation ; whilst up to the end
of October last, there has been already an increase of Rupees 30,000 in the remaining six Talooks
of this Collectorate, and I anticipate fully 15,000 Rupees more before the season is over. After
deducting all this there will still remain an amount of arable waste land in the Delta Talooks in
this District which if cultivated would pay a revenue of not less than Rupees 1,50,000,

6. After careful consideration, [ am of opinion that the assessed waste land in Tanjore,
instead of being in any way sacrificed, both could and should be used by the Government as a-
means for introducing a permanent settlement into the Delta Talooks of the District.

7. In accordance with the Board’s Circular dated 22nd August 1862, No. 5,549, all the
Tahsildars in the District have been directed to report at the end of the current Fasli, thre extant,
class, and assessment of the assessed waste in their several Talooks, and to submit an abstract
Statement exhibiting the above particulars for each village ; before another twelve months have
elapsed, therefore, sufficient information will have been obtained, to enable a correct opinion to
be formed, not only why certain arable land has never been cultivated, butalso why land once
cultivated has been relinquished and is now waste. With this information the assessment on all
Jand found to be over-assessed might first be reduced, and the whole of the waste lands afterwards
offered to the Mirasidars in lien of all claims to remission of every kind, the assessment being per.

manently fixed at the same time. ’

8. 1 do not say that all the Mirasidars will at once agree to a permanent Settlement, or’
conscut to relinquish their claims to remission without a struggle ; but I feel pretty confident
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