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Proceedz’ﬁgs of the Madras Govq;‘nme}‘z’f, Redinue Department, -
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Read the following letter from H. A. BRETT, Esq., Member of the Board of
Revenue, to J. D. SIM, Esq., Secretary to Goverament, Revenue Department, Fort
Saint George, dated Madras, 7th July 1863 — i

Sir, : ; ' ; .
1. With reference to paragraph 12 of the Proceedinés of the Madras Government, dated

Ist May 1862, No, 933, I beg to forward a Memorandum expressing my opinion on the subject

" .1¢eferred to. i 3

¢ 2. lregret that this paper was not submitted at an earlier date,

< MEMORANDUM, 1 ~ ‘
I. " The Collector of Salem has already submitted fot the information’ of Government an \
abstract Statement, showing the receipts and charfes on account of the Salem forests for the

- last three ygai’s prior to the organization of the C nservancy Department, and for each of the
subsequent years, 3 ,

No. 316.

A .

A

2. The Collector of Salem explained ‘that,- prijor to‘1308-59, when the District was placed
under the Conservancy Department, no tax was legied on timber in the Salem District, except
in ore Talook, viz., Denkincottah. (This Talook ¢omprises a considerable extent of table land '
on the same level as Mysore, with extensive hills hnd forests sloping down to the lower table
land of the Baramabl, which is from 1,000 to 1,400] feet above the level of the sea.)

3. Ia the Denkincottah Talook, the right ta levy atax on timber, including bamboos,
and a tax on certain forest products, as honey, jwax, and bark or roots used as dyes, was |
formerly farmed out at an annual zent of about 1,700 Rupees. From the year 1854 till

- . when the Conservé ncey Déﬁégtment took charge of the D

‘ .ngerr;:tlgfsst}]e District was  taken cottah\' forests,* t'lle Collector was permitted to keep

. 4 forests pap/ally m}fder his own management, and was furg

with a small Establi-iment for that purpose. Th"at is tosay, the Collector levied the t
timber and bamboos, while the farming out of dts';e other products referred to-above wai
continued. . A ; IR

4. The right to cut Sandal-wood in the Denki ncottah fo
years, but in 1854 this farm was discontinued, for, }9'"5 that time the supply of trees fit to cut wag'
exhausted. When, therefore, the Conservancy Der:] Jartment assumed charge of the Denkincottah

 forests, no Sandal-wood had been cut for somd yeays, ; |

5. The Conservator’s report for 1861-62 Sho“qs thai‘g Sandal-wood to the estimated valye of
‘20,000 Rupees has since been felled. The_aﬂemg{éﬁ annual revenye from the Sandal-wood farm
for the last five years before the farm was given uPiwas Rupees 1,894,

6. The actual revenue receipts and cll?“%“gf"“ 2 count of timber
four years under which the tax on these items Wags paid| direct to the Coll
Statement annexed to this Memorandum. Tbe saf}pe Sta\ement also shows at what annual rent

“the other products of these forests, viz., W%}X', ho?d‘ey a'qd dyes were farmed out dm.ing the
same period. The average annual receipts in the g']atter tase was Rupees 1,020, In the former
the average annual receipts up to 1857 am.o'untedi, to Rupees 633. Subsequently the receipts
under this head rose considerably, bub this was oWing only {o the fact that timber was felled in
the Denkincottah forests between the years 18{58 and 185? for supplying the Railway Company

-

rests wag also tarmed out in formar- -

and bamboos for the
ector, are shown in a

b

with sleepers. . Y N
7. It will be seen from the above particulars jto wh,at extent a profit was derived from the
Denkincottah forests, before the present Conservanpy arrangements were adopted.
from timber and bamboos, the produce of tfxese, orests, left comparatively but
profit, but to take this fact v evidence thatatbe ollector’s management was bad o
would not be just, for it is ouly within the last feW! years that the demand for timbe
+ it the'price of timber, has so much incn'ease(ii._ Tj}le chfief object for which the C
allowed in 185k to levy the timber tax in Deqkmc.O'xtah,\and to entertain an Estab
the purpose, was to collect gxe tax on ordinary ti nber felled in
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Proceedings of th8 Madras 'Government, Revenue Department,
|  16th July 1863.
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specially to guard the young growth of Sandalfwood. No attempt was made to define what trees
(ordinary timber) were fit for felling and what not. ‘

8. Major Morg:an, in his report for 1861-62, states that the profit for that year was
Rupees 42,947,  This profit must be composed chiefly, if not entirely, of sums paid for hcemml 7
to cut timber, firewood or bamboos, It does not, I believe, include the price of any woo¢ |
felled by the Department itsclf, nor has much been done as yet by the Department to restrict
the felling of timber to trees that are really fit to'be fclled. If the Salem forests are to be )
effectively conserved, the Department must give up the license system, cxcept perhaps for fire-
wood and bamboos, and must fell trees under their own superintendence. If this system is 90‘
to be given up, the mere work of granting licenses might certainly be performed without diffi-
culty by the Revenue Department, but the license system is, in fact, inconsistent with proper
conservancy, and is open to the same kind of] objection as the old farming system, under which
the Sandal-wood in the Denkincottah forests) was swept awsy. 1 would not, therefore, recom-
mend that the management of the Salem forgsts shiould be transferred to the Revenue Departs

ment, merely on the ground that license milght be issued with some saving of Establishments

by transferring that kind of work to the Col¥ector.

9. The Conservator appears to think {hat before long he may be able to discontinu® the
issue of licenses, and to sell wood from his dwn depdts, in the same way as he is now actually
doing in the case of Sandal-wood. If this lajiter practice can be adopted, it would, I thinks be
preferable to leave tho management of the fdrests under a separate Department than to place it

.~ .under the Collector, .

10. The cnief reasons for this conclusic n are, first, ‘jﬂmt such an Officer as the CQnscrvalOZ

rests must with his experience be bette qualified, speaking generally, than a Collector ¢

- s .
aage theCenservancy Establishment ; an 1 -- ~~ndly, that our Snbordinate Revenue Officer

‘d thelr Establishments would not possipbly supetintend a proper syetem of conservancy
thin the forests themselves, in addition to :‘heir proper revenue duties, At the most they €0U

- . . as
alect “evenue under a license system. hne %ihat system is useless for conservancy wo long &%

any one taking out license elther has expres permission, o has the power, to cut forest trees
at will- o either case, whether the Conq}rvator or the Collector should have the general
superintendence, a separato local Establishmefye must be kept up at the same cost as at presents
if the main objects of conservaﬁcy are to be 1) naintaincd.i .

11. I would also remark wit rogard to what are ‘éalled, in a general way, forest produc“'
that honey and wax were formerly farmed &ui over the whole District. The whole !’e'e!fuo
from this source never exceeded 1,000 R\lpe:‘?s, nor did any single farm of this kiud ever bring
fu a higher rent than Rupees 150, excepting he Denkincottah farm, which ipcluded, 38 befor®
explained, different barks and roots used g4 {iyes. The Conservator of Forosts thinks it ¢XP
dient that these.products should in futyre 1, collected b:y the Conscrvancy Department: Te is
feared that persons may e“‘"\‘he forests to fJ11 timber under the pretext that they are couec]“
ing honey and soon, It may, therefore, be cessary, in the case of any forest of jungle actually
under conservancy, {o leave these Products ir} the hands of the Department, but in every Ot
case a Go.vemment monopoly in such produlcts, while it yields an insignificant amour t
revenue, 14 open 1o this special °bj°"'"i°“. thail it confers on contractors an objcmomblc ex
O.f power over the very poor and very ignorauk peoplo whose habits induce them to sce
livelihood by collecting these t\bings- It seen)s also unadvisable to tax such substance
when used merely for native manufactures, {lhe chicf dye substances collected in the .
?ottah forests are Puply Chuckay, Cupalapody and Muddi Chuckay. The first two are e
in the report of the Juries of the Madras Ex*llibitiun of 1835, puge 46, Noe. 12 and 13- 1
last in the native name for bark of Citrifolia} ;' P '
| " (Signed) II. A, BRETT,
\ L Late Collector of
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
16th July 1883,

Beriz of the GiddagavelFarm during } Revenne Receipts and charges on aceount of Tim. | Annual rent of Honey, Wax, and
the ten years prior to the year in| ber and Bamboos for the four years during | Dyes from Fasli 1264 to 1270
which it 'was placed under the Col- | which the tax on these items Was paid direct | during which these items were

lector's management to the Collector. separately rented out.
Faslis. tt‘hmeOI‘;:rtx 3f Faslis. Receipts. | Charges. Faslis. t?hmeoll{lglilgf

1 2 1 |2 3 1 2
RS, A.P. RS. A.P, Rs. A. P, RS. A. P.
1| 1254 ... | 1,750 0 0] 1264 « 1,043 90, 217 7 9 1264 . 11,458 90
2| 1255 .. | 1,761 0 0 1265 ... |143¢ 2 4 203 94/ 1265 ... {1,928 5 4
3! 1256 ... | 1,400 0 0] 1266 o | 877 10 8 351 0 0] 1266 o (1,033 14 0
4| 1257 ... | 1,250 0 O] 1267 e | 875 08 324 0 0] 1267 - 11,037 88
5] 1258 1,660 0 0| 1268 .. 11,568 13 8| 297 8 0| 1268 .| 415 00
6| 1259 .. | 1,970 0 0] 1269 ... 11,383 13 4/ 296 8 0] 1269 .. 810 00
711260 ...| 1,525 0 0; Tirst half...
81261 ...! 1,860 0 0] of 1270*... | 712 .0 8 189 8 0 1270 | 400 00
911262 ..] 215000 - i —
10| 1263 ...| 1,750 0 0 Total... ... 7,295 2 411,969 9 1| Total.,, ... (7,143 00
| Average, ... [1,042 0 0; 281 0 0; Average, ... (1,020 0 0
Total....... |17,076 0 0| - ' 4
L Average,.. | 1,707 0 © "

® In January of Fasli 1270 the Denkinkottah forests were made over to the Conservancy Department.

(Signed) H. A. BRETT, ‘
Late Collector of Salen

No. 317. 'ORDER THEREON, 16th July 1863, No. 1,309.

Communicated to the Acting Conservator of Forests for his remarks. Cavtali Bedc:.
Al

will state whether it would be advantageous to werk the forests of Salem in the same inu r.er

, s
as the Annamallays are°worked, and whether a$ least the Department cannot mark the Lrges 10

be cut under licenses. ' S, o
(Signed) J. D. SIM, ¢
Secretary to Government.
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