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Proceedmgs of the Madras Government, Revenue Department
15th July 1863,

No. 298. Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Re;lenue, dated 22nd June 1863 ;—

Read the following letter from the Collector of the Kistna District, dated 15th May 1863,
No. 103.

(In Cons. 21st May 1863, No. 3,109.)

1. The Board resolve to submit the above letter to Government, with their recommenda-
tion that the course proposed by Mr. Foord in the last paragraph be sanctioned.

9. TFrom Petitioner’s own statement it appears that the ferry has either been managed or
rented by Government ever since 1844, and Petitioner’s documents do not prove that any previ-
ous Government gave him any exclusive privileges. So long as he and those before him kept
boats on the spot, they were permitted to levy a toll on passengers'as their hire, but since 1844
it has been considered necessary for the convenience of the public, that other means of transport
across the river should be provided.

3. The average revenue derived by Government from the ferry during the last six years
has been less than Rupees'1,700 a year, and the public are likely to benefit very considerably,
as shown by Mr. Foord, if the ferry should in future be made an o"en one. The Petitioner

would still be able to run ferry boats on bis own account, which is all, the Board think, that he

can justly desire. '
. (A true Extract.)

(Signed) R. A, DALYELL, Sub-Secrctary.

.

»

No. 299. OrpER THEREON, 15th July 1863, No. 1,300,

1. In these Proceedings the Board submit for favorable consideration a letter from the

Acting Collector of the Kistna District, proposing that the ferry over the Kistna at Bezwarah,

" which for some years has been a Government monopoly and under the direct management of
Government officers, should be thrown open unreservedly to private enterprize,

2, TFor a long time prior to the year 1844 the ferry was in the enjoyment, as a sort of
Miras or hereditary privilege, of the ancestors of one Chellama-raz Seshaiya, who now claims its
restoration, as though it were his private property, and who adds a further demand for the pay-

ment of its proceeds while in the hands of the State. .

3. . The Governor in Council entirely agrees with the - Acting Collector and the Board in
regarding these claims as inadmissible, Even supposing that the Petitioner were able to show
(which he is not) that his ancestors had been invested by competent authonty with any excluslve
privileges, it is manifest that the continuance of those privileges must be dependent on the cor-

rect performance of the corresponding obligations, and that so soon as Petitioner ceased to make -

satisfactory arrangements for the transit of travellers, he forfeited whatever privileges he may have
.possessed. In fact the monopoly of a public ferry by a private individual cannot be binding
against the State. It is always open to the State to step in and make such arrangements as it
may consider necessary for the public good.

4., 1Inthe present instance this principle was acted upon so far back as 1844, when the

" Government assumed the direct management of the ferry. The Petitioner’s claims were then
virtually disallowed, and by subsequently renting the ferry from Govemment he acquiesced
in the decision then given, .

5. Trom 1855 the ferry has been under the direct management of the Collector. The
anparent financial result of his administration up to 1860 was a net annual profit of nearly
Rupees 1,700, but in ordet to arrive at a correctidea of the advantages accruing to Government
by retaining the ferry in their own hands, the saving effected by crossing thelr mails, troops,
gtores, &¢., in their own boats must also be taken into account. .
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