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No. 215. Read tle following Men.orandum from Captain F. NLLSON, dated Madras,
let Novew.ber 166, ;=

“The object I have in view ja Pric.iag tiis Momoran am for the perusal of his Excellency the
Governor, is 1o enable his Excelletcy, with as Ltie iiconvenience as possille, to judaze of the
erits of my case and to obtain a faverible cons.deration of the request which I am about 10 pre.
fer. I must entreat his Excellency's induiznes if [de.a it necessary to enter into details, whicn
Inay appear tedious, but without w! .4 the Peculiar ¢ir¢ amstances ofmy case would not be made
Lknown,

In 1853 I was invalided afierse - nicen Years' servicr, from the 2nd Luropean Light Irfantry
Regiment, cnaccount of an injured " ce joist, anl [ was commanding the station of Ongofe in
the latter part of that year. [ was nmarried zaud with yut incumbrance, and although unfitled
for active dury with my Regiment, 1 vas pot incapabic erexertion or of bearing fatigue, 1 had
for many years been struck, in the c. arse of my wanleriigs in pursuit of game, by the extraordi-
nary and rapid changes produced, in :lie course o -c 1ew years by the invasion of jungie, when
from any cause lands once under cul vatiun had Leen ab: ndoned.

It had frequently occurred to m: that there was in r:1ny parts of Southern India good work
to be done, in combating the usurpat- s of the jangle, au | that much could be effected by indi.

vidual Europeans towards restoring t fertility the lands v-hich had been conquered by the rapid
vegetation of the tropics.

I felt that natives have seldom the sustaired enerpy and perseverance required to clear
Junglesin the face of special difliculty and dirser. T must be remembered that when the
Jungle has once establizhed itself it is ;rumJ Ly

aod that it requires resolute and conti : , el ty el
residence in the clearing possible.  D_.i c: tius native
to be tenanted by evil spirits, and on tle firsy a

accursed and fly to a less dangerous locality.

+ { companion, the deadly jungle fever,
<ivsuach an amount of jungle as will make
$3se superstitious; they believe the jungles
prearance of sickness they prooounce a placo

I believed, however, that much might be achieved Ly natives under the leadership of an

Englishman, who understood native character and knew hLow easily the

who treat them justly and with kindress; and I resolved 1o make t!

‘¢ experiment of restoring
some such tract of country as would offer complete scops tot'e experiment [ had in view.

1 three months' leave to examine certain
Kistea river, marked on the Trigonometrical Survey

While in command of Ongole in 15534 [ obtaine
portions of the country on the banks of the
Map No. 76, as ““ impcnctrable.”

. The objects I had in view ia this expedition were t

9 ascertain the real nature of (j)]s
courntry ; tosce the Chenchuwars who were suppos:]

to Lethinly scattered through these Juagles;
and to ascertain whether the jungles contaned valuable timber, and if s,

what means of transit
for this timber were available.

The result of my researches were commuaicate] ty (he Secretiry to Goveroment on the
Ztth June 18534, In this report I stated, that the soecalled o impenetrable tract” on both sides
of the river is a mountainous rugged country covered wiih Jungle grass and more or Jess with
bamboo and several kiods of useful timber trees. Rosc-wood is scarce and small ; Black.
plentiful in some patts but of no greatsize, averazing from 12 1o 18 inches diameter in the bark ;
Teak is not common. 1 pointed out that the intense heat which prevailed during three or four
menths of the year was opposed to the growth of tie finest sized and valuable tinber, and that
the pernicious custom which prevailed cf firine the Jungle was destructive to the younzsaplings.
Still I ascertained the fact that timber 19 some extent was feifed, permission being granted by
the Collector of Kurnool, and that this :..ber was sold at a considerable profit,

I'also ascertained that about 50 n.i'es to tae south of the Monteral Canna
Map No. 76,) first class Teak of greatsize was to be found in limited quaatitie
this large timber was prevented by the inaccessible rature of the country,
wission to the necarest market too cost’y,

wood

ma (vide Survey
s, but that use of
which made its tray4.
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Tie rocks and framments of rocks which coyered the greater portion of the tract :}NCb I
L ¢! LLpAd E . .
: : », Syeni srneblende.  The rocks in the bed of the river
explored, were chiefly Sandstoone, Syenite and II‘_”Nb ¢ S

L3

.

Kistra uniformly corsisted of Limestone. .

I pointed out the errors in the Trigonometrical Survey of certain portions of the coustry
iccluded in the Map No. 7C. :

Thus fur my object of ascertaining the probable supply of timber from t‘lus' tract of country
was eflected, and ¢id not promize to render any direct effort at establishing a wood trude

! , :
advisable. Dut I was able to report wthe Governwent that which was to me of much more
interest, that portions of the tract which I Ekad explored presented traces of having formerly Leen
L RATY ; - ‘ .

carefully cultivated, and that inthe heart of these jurgles were remains of towns, foits, villages,

anl above all cflarze and expensively constructed works of irrigation. The lra'c; t'o “ll.idl
I more particularly alluded was that portion of jurgle which had once been l|];c /.c!.nnndan of
Siddapoor and Peddackeroo.  Peddacheroo is situated nt.lhe head of a large valier, with a good
deal of open ground dott:d with large baniagstrees, and is a place of wreat natural beal.j!y, It
is inbabited at present by a few of the Chenchuwars, who before my arrival derived a miseiable
subsistence Ly Lunting and sc'ling the tkins and horns of the wild beasts of thejunglc:, and by
thefts and exactions levied on the Lumbarecs, the picturesque carriers of s.alt and grain, w l;os'c
cattle, during a portion of the year are drircn‘ fo.r pasturage ino these junzles, during their
progress from the castern coast to the Ceded Districts and the Iyderalad country, _

There is also a fire tank in the valley with an arca of about GJ Acres; all beyond thg pliin
and the bad of the tack is over-crown with bamboo and furest t‘rccs. At the li'mc of n'.'v.\i':it,
tbe tank was dry, but it was an ususualy hot scason ;’nnd I was infurmed that this wagy 11:-1.- first
tice during the last twelve years that the water bad failed.

To my inquiries why this beautiful spot had ccascfl o be cultivalc‘*d, I'was tcld by the
Lumbarees that the people had been afraid of the fever uunng.lhe lf:sl thirty or forty years, Lut
that formerly it was healthy; and my guides, 1o evilence of this, pointed out the remairs of the
town that hiad once existed, and the ruins of the fort. ,

In spite of the fever the Lumbarces had wany pentaks, or cattle-runs, here and in the
neizhbourhood, for the advantages of the rich pasture induced me to brave Elne.dangor, the
reality of which was made evident to my eyes by the frequency among them particularly anong
the children, of the pot-beliy indicatiog an advarced stage of spleen Ciscase.

I-’;om Peddacheroo I procecded to Siddapoor; and there found the ruins of a stone fort
standing on high ground. lere elso were remains of a town, and the ruins of Pagodas, Musul-
man Eedgahs and a stone tower for storing wrain, &e. In short here were all the tracese of
former prosperity, innumerable proofs that this tract had once becn cultivated and thickiy
inhabited ; although at the time of my visit only a few ruce Chenchuwar huts occupicd the site
of the once flourishing town of Siddapoor.

I was alle to obtain some information regarcing boeth Siddapocr and Pedducherco from an
inteliigent native in whose family the Curnuiship of these places had been hereditary for many
gencrations. .

ITe stated that the lands of Peddackeroo above the GLits on the high level of ihe N
IIilis and the rich lands of Siddapcer spreacing eut from Nagalooty under the Glits, comti.
tuted in former times the patrimery cf the Rajals of Siddapoor. This baronial PrOpcrty was
highly cultirated and preduced great reverues.

ullemala

I'am borne out in my cpinicn of the former prosperity of this portion of the country Ly the
entrics found in the Makratta rccords, a statanient from which was drawn up shortly after Lord
Cornwallis’ ci mpaign.

This statemert 3s eppended to Scett Waring's Ilistery of the Mahrattas 1810.— J'ide Note
59, page 237, Accerdirg to these records the revenuve of Rurrnool, which isiscluded in the
Sircar of Adoni is estimated at 3,88,610 Rurees.  The revenues of Pedcadkicrco wnd Suldajoor,

incuded 1o the Sircar of Gizeepeer, are estimeted Tepaanay, st18850 Reand 1,061,250 L.
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The great Lund of the tark of Siddapoor Lad been raised at the cost of ha!f a lac of Rupces,
but the water thus stored had given a hnadred-fold return, for the great expense incurred.
From these linds had been derived the revenues which supported in luxury and splendid array
the 330 dancing girls who in happier times formed the great procession which on relizious festal
days marched round the holy temple of Purwu'tum, 839 Carpznters and Smiths were also
maintained for the service of the temple buildings.

Lut then came the era of Mussulman cenquest, and with it the downfall of the excellert
and paterzal rule of the Ilindoo Rajahs of Siddapoor.

ity of the Peacock, and became celebrated
only for the fanatical oppression of the Mussulinan conquerors, and for the indignities offered

Ly them to Purwuttum, one of the holiest shrines of Southern India. The Hindoos, unable to

bear the tyranny of the conquerors, fled; and from that day the Jungle rccovered its rights and
overrun the once fertile plains of Siddapoor.

The place wa3 re-named, Taous-nuggur, or C

The Mussulmans were bad cultivators, and retreated jn dismay before the leadly fever
which accompanied the rapid encroachment of the Jungle.  They retreated from this cuecy
declaring, ““the lands of Siddapoor accursed of Aliah, on account of the sins and idolatry of
the Iindoos.”

The Ilindoos witnessed the pestilcnce which decimated their crucl conquerors with satisface
tion, 2ol attributed it to the arger of their goddess, Stri-chelluniba, at the vio'ation of hLer
shrine at Curwuttum.  Since those days the jungle has rever czased itsadvance and consolida-
tion, and Las carried with it the deadly fever which hLas kept Siddapoor desolate.

My informant preceeded to te'l me that an atteript had been made in 1819 Ly Lis own
uncle, a Brahmin, descended from one of the o'd families who formerly resided at Siddapoor, to
reclaim the lands, but that it had failed.

Aparty of 8D squatiers were collected at Siddapcor ; they cut down some of the jungle;
sowed 2) Acres of paddy ; cleared the large stone well which supplied good drinking water ; and
uncer the cnergetie direction of Billakulla Gooroo Kistapzh their lezder, partially repaired the
burd oi the Siddapoor tank.

The lieaith of the squetters was excellent for abeut ten months, when fever broke out, and
about 30 persons including Gooroo Kistapah, died. The rest were panic stricken, and fled from
the place,

Latributed the failure of this really adiriralle at:empt by Gooroo Kistapah, to the want
of system with which he comnienced his operations. Every man es soon as Le had cleared a
smail space under the tank, proceeded at once to sow paddy. They forgot that unless they
cleared the surrounding jungle sufficiently to reduce malarious influerce, they would never reap
the crops they were sowirg ; and so it proved. I resolved to emulate the courage which had
inspired my native prececessor, and hoped to avoid much of the disaster which kad attended his
elorts, by the systematic clearence of sufficient Jungle Dbefore attemptirg to cultivate the
clearings,

[ therefure proposcl to the Governmert in a letter duted 21th June 1854, that 1st, I should
Le permitted toreside at Siddapoor in order to cut down the Junales and to attempt to restore
that District to the state of azricultural importance it once enjoyed ; 2ud, that 1 be permitted
to cuirivate the land without restriction as to quantity at a nominal rent, or rent {ree for the
period of ten years, i

That 1 should be permitted to dvaw on the Collector of Kurnool for a sum of three thousand
TRlupees, ta enable me to commence the first repairs of thie Siddapoor tank.

' After same correspondence between mysclf and the revenue authorities and the Government
en the 11th December 1854, I reccived the sanction of Government to reside st Siddapocr and
to commence my cperations. _

On the €8th Tebruary 1855 1 enived at Biaricoty zud pitched niy tent en the only aviilable
srotof epen (__:rmmd reor the vuies of a Hindeo temple, wihere there is a sprirg of water.  The

vorv et morning T contrived to persuade a party of Chenchiuwars who were livinz at no great
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distance to commence clearing jungle for me on daily pay. After cutting down about sixty
ng it to dry for several wecks, I set fire to it, under the supposition that
sided by the long grass, the conflagration would effectually dispose of the forest and brushwood,
and prepare the ground for the plough. But I soon found that while the grass and the smaller
twigs made a grand blaze, the trunks and larger brauches of the trecs were merely charred and
bardened, so that the task of chopping them into pieces for stacking and burning them, to which
I u'timately had to resort, was only rendered more difficuit. '

The fesr men that had followed me, about fifteen in number, from the Nellore District soon
began to sufler from the fever, so that T was frequently disturbed all night by the groans from
the barrack I erected near my tent for them to live in.  Nearly Lalf of these men died during the
first year, and theothers all fled the country. In fact I almost began to despair of the under-
taking and to think that I should be obliged to give it up entirely. Three bricklayer maistries
whom I engazed to come from Kurnool to build indigo vats, died of fever in the latter part of

Acres of jungle and lcavi

the first year.

During the first month while the clearing operations were carried on by the Chenchuwars,
I had about 20 ploughs made by the nearest village carpenters, and in the mouth of June I com-
menced plougbing and sowing indigo, cholum and paddy.

I was put to great expense in having to fence every field to keep out the Chenchuwars
cattle, which roam through the jungles with no one to tend them. DBut with evers precaution
the cattle and s.till worse the wild hogzs would break through every fence, and destroy whole ficlds
of grain, In .ume, Lhowever, I manag?d by an unﬁmtihmg and persevering system of pounding
the cattle to induce more orderly Labits among the Nomad tribes; while I kept down the wild
pigs with my gun.

In the second year I)ras mUFll more successful, and’the crops were so large as to induce me
to formn a somewhat fallacious estimate of the probable returns of my, farming operations. The
fever however was still severe,and I began to euffer from it myself.

However, althougzh slowly my efforts were becoming successful, The Cheachuwars were
more ordetly in their habits and willingly accepted wages paid ingrain for the lighter kinds of
agricultural labor.

Less dread was felt by. settlers of the formerly deadly climate, and the occasional fever was
less fatal in its character and left few severe symptoms on those attacked.

I was not unsuc i i ! hi j 1 sui
uccessful in brcctdlng cattie, for which these jungles are very weil suited ; and

I began yearly, to see the land which I had, at so much cost and dificulty, brought ueder cu'ti

vation, yielding regularly their yearly produce. ° i o

This produce consisting of indigo, rice, sugar and cereals, grown in between 200 and 500
Acres, amounted in money value to 5,600 Rupees.—leaving me a net profit aft ‘i i
expenses of aboutone half of that sum. ° f f paying oll

These results wiil necessarily appear small, but it must be remembered that I comn d
experiment without capital, that the tract upon which the experiment was made s ;ﬂ;ce i
description as that marked upon the Survey Map as impenetrable, that it was fur:l ? (; ]: m‘me
by a superstitious fear, that there was a curse on the spot manifesting itself by (jlu-’dle e
and that neither life nor property were secure from the wil . v ceadly fever,
through these jungle tracts.

My success in dealing with these people, who a!
fag people, who although not probably destined, at lcast in the

‘ . . . .
present generation, to become useful agriculturists, were active for evil. has been acknowledeed b
the Government both here and at home, in ifyi ’ seee >y
: a man ; : ;
» ner very gratifying to my feelings,

d Chenchuwar tribes who wandered

R . s and this fact
alone will I trust, dispose 1lis Excellency the preseat Governor to regard iny experiment with f
avor,

I have thus far described the nature of the country j i
‘ | : y in which [ establish AL 5
l‘.le dxmculues‘wh‘lch I had to encounter, and the results obtained wilhst;e ll?u;(tlcr(;‘).c&“" “; o
disposal. While in LEogland, whither I bad proceeded in 1860 for the recovery of :‘p'”;" ilﬂhIny
wrote as follows to Mr, Dourdillon, thea Secretary to Governmert in the Reverue Depx)’m]::;l tt !
¢ ent,

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department, 5
11k July 1863,

Irom Captain F. NCLSON, of Siddapoor and Peddacheroo, to J. D. DOURDILLON, E«q,
Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George, dated Ler.don, 4th Scptamber 15€0.
Sk, ’ :

1. ‘Ibe operations of the Irrigation Company will almost immediately Le feit, and the
value of timber and bamboos on my linds wi.l certainly become of importance.

o 1In a letter received from Diarlooty by lust Meil, I am informed that the Collector of ti e
District is already teking measuves in rezard to a tax on every load of timber from Siddapoor.

3. 1ln myorizinal propossl to Goseroment to clear and cultivate the lands of Siddapoor

and Peddacheroo, the question of timber was entirely overlooked by me in consequence of its

then comparative worthiessness,

4. Lxpericnce has greatly modified my hopes and expectations in regard to the project on
which I have staked my life : not that the undertaking scems of less importacce io my eyes, but
that I have acquired a more true perception of the dierent sources from which income may be
derived, and their relative value one to another.

The recollection of my original scheme of restoring the great Siddapoor tank, and
courting revenue by tens of thousands, is now but a smile and a sigh ; but the fever and the
spleen remasin a reality. I firmly and honestly believe that my personal prosperity means tie
success of the undertaking ; the amelioration of a deadly climate ; the enrichment of the people,
and the advantaze of the country.

G. ‘The Collector of the Dis:rict, the Ilcnorable D. Arbuthnctt, or the Acting Collector,
Mr. J. I. Minchin, and the people of the villages contiguous to the Zemicdary, could speak on
the subjectof my uscfulness. 1 cannct with decency do o myself,

7. 1 would respectfully solicit s Lxceliency the Governorin Council to call for that
cpinion and consider whether, althcugh no mention of timber ismade in my original proposal to
clear and cultivate the lands in question, [ may not be allowed the same privileges accorded to
settlers in Pegu—the right to a’l the wood excepting Teak growing on the Lstate.”

This letter was sent through Me. Minchin, the Acting Collector of Kurnocl, who in trars-
mitting my letter to the Secrctary to Government through the Doard of Revenue wrote,
Proccedings of the Loard of Revcnue, dated 28th November 1860, No. 5,523,
ead the followirg letter from J. I. MINCHIN, Esq, Acting Collector of Kurnodl, to J. D,
SIM, LE¢q., Secretary to the Doard of Reseaue, Fort Saint George, dated 30th October
1860, No. 172 :—
SIR,

1. T have thehonor to forward for transmission through the Doard, a letter reccived by the
last Mail from Captain Neisou, adcressed to the Secretary to Government, in which he applies
for the same privileges aseve sccorded to settlers in Pegu, the right to a'l the wood excepting
Teak, growing on the Fstate swhich hus been made over to him for a term of years.

o \With reference to the statement in paragraph 2 that measures have been recently taken

to levy a tax on every load of timber from Siddapoor, I have the Lionor to state that since the
ear a general tax of one Rupee per bandy load for ordinary timber, and
has been levied turouzhout the District, in order to prevent the

f the Nullamulla forests. The measure had no special refer-

commencement of last y
two Rupees per load for Teak,
previous indiscriminate felling o

ence to Siddapoor.
3. Asappealed to in paragraph 6 of Capiain Nclson's letter, Lhave no hesitation in stating

that I consider his enterprise one of the highest usefulness to the Nomad population that have
andered through the jungles in which he bas sett'ed, and a few of whom he has

hitherto W
‘The contirued unbealtbiness of the station, forces me to speak with less confidence

re-claimed.

of the probability of his permanently restoring this deserted tract of country to culuvation,
4. In bhis attempt Captain Nelson has sacrificed his own Lealth, which after a long struggle
he was oblized to return to LEngland to recruit, During his enforced absence I fear that his

enterprise has geatiy suffered, and that when he returns to lodia carly next vear, as ke l-as
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Jdetermined to do, he will have to go over his work again from the beginning, with Lut liule

benefit beyond that of increased experience from his previous labors. . '
5. The Government may be satisfied that any pecuniary advantages granted to Captain

Nelson, will be devoted by him sacredly to the object on which his life is cast. ‘That object is
one of unquestionable public utility, as well as of great personal risk, and under such peculiar
circumstances, I venture to reccmmend Captain Nelson's request to tbe favorable consideration
of the Board and Government,

6. It would of course be necessary for the sake of principle to take measures to prevent
the timber on Captain Nelson's forests from being exhausted, or even felled more rapidly than
the others in the District. I would sugzest, therefore, that any system of taxation, or conserva-
tion adopted in the rest of the District, should be enforced in Captain Nelson's territory, but
that the machinery and profits of collection should be left in his own bands. I am confic :nt
that such a privilege would never be sbused by him for his mere personal profit, as his lov: fot
his jungles would restrain him, if he had no other motive.

7. Asduring Captain Neleon's absence from the country such a privilege granted

native Manager might bLe liable to abuse, 1 would only recommend that it should be gf.‘ od’

from the date of Captain Nelson'sreturn to take personal charge of bis Estate.

The Board of Revenue in submitting the correspondence to Government, recommended,
that in consideration of the character and original terms of Captain Nelson's undertaking, and
with such resersations for strictly conservancy purposes as the Conservator of Forests may desire
to cstablish, Captain Nelson be allowed the benefit of all the timber oo the Esiate except
Teak, Sandal and Black-wood. _

o The Board have full reliance on the singleness of Captain Nelson's intentions, and
believe that the administration of the conservancy arrangements may safely be left in his hands.

(True Copies and Extract.)

(Signed) W. HUDLESTON, dcting Secretary.

To my great regret the Governor in Council saw no sufficient grounds for conceding the
privilege I sought to obtain, end which was recommended both by the Acting Collector of
Kurnool, who was able personally to judge of the nature and beneficial efect of the experiment
I had made, and by the Board of Revenue. The reasons upon which my request was refused
are contained in the following extract from the Goverament Order, dated 30th January 1861,

Proceedings of the Midras Government, dated S0th January 18Gl, No. 213,

o The llonorable the Governor in Council sees no sufficient grounds for couceding the
privilege sought by Captain Nelson. That Officer obtained permission in 1854, to clear and
cultivate the waste lands of the tract in quesiion free of assessment for ten ycars. Dut no
manorial or Zamindari rights wero conferred on him, or any rights except io the lunds cleared
and cultivated; the use of the term Estate to signify the whole tract of forest is therefore
inappropriate. The lease was afterwards extendcd in 1857 for another term of tea yeers on half
assessment ; and Captain Nelson at the same time obtained tae Pullari or grazing farm.

3. The tract to which Captain Nelson's application refers, is very extensive, com-
prising, it is believed, many thousand Acres, for the most part covered with furest. The

o
Government fully recognize the importance of the object which Captain Nelson bad in view

in settling at Siddapoor, and the energy with which he has pursued that object ; but they fail to

see any reason for giving over to him the whole of the valuable timber on tie land.

4. The forest will remain under the ru'es of the Conservancy Department ; but Caprain
Nelson will be considered to be entitied to fell avy timber in the bond fide prosecution of his
enterprize and to use it on the spot without any charge. Dut ail timber felied and removed for
sale must pay to the Goveroment the fee fixed by the Conservancy rules. The Board of
Revenue is requested to cause this decision to be communicated to Captain Nelson,

(True Extract.)

(Qign dy- J. D, LOURDILLON,
Scerctory to Government.

4
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I trust I may notbe thoushtimportunate ordisrespectful if [ earnestly request a re-considera-
tion of this order which I believe was passed when the Governorin Council bad not before him
the detailed account of iy situation, which 1 have now prepared for submission to His Excellency.

It is undoubtedly true that my position is correctly described in paragraph 2 above quoted,
if it is intended to interpret literally the cowle granted to me—but I believe that it is not un-
reasonable to suppose that when the Government allowed me in 1834 to settle in the desolate
Zemindari of Siddapoor and Peddacheroo and when they further extended my lease in 1837, they
had no objection whatever to my making use of ail the available produce either from cultivation,
or spontaneous that I could find in the junzle tract conceded to me.

Although this tract as shown by the Mapappears very extensive, tne greater portion of it
consists of rocky hills which are utterly useless, and the rest is made up of my clearing, of graz.
ing grounds and of uncleared dense jungle.

The Government in the order of which I most respectfully request the re-consideration, say,
7 that although they fully recognize the importance of thg object which Captain Nelson had ia

in settling at Siddapoor, and the energy with which he has pursued that object; they fail to
see any reason for giving over to him ihe 1whole of the taluable timber on the Land.”

I would respectfully urge that until my settlement at Siddapoor the timber trade had little
or no value or importance. Atthat time, 1834, very little timber was felled. There was no
security to person or property, and no traveller thouzht of passinz over the Monteral Cunnama
or through the Siddapoor jungle, without paying the Chencluwars for a free pass and employing
one or two of them as a safe conduct. ,

Morcover, the deadly character of the fever deterred strangers from cutting timber. Al
this is changed. Where the jungle was densest and where it was supposed that the water was of
the worst description, I made a clearing and built my house. Where there was only a bridle
path leading to the spring, there is now a broad open plain growing indigo or cereal crops. The
fever is neither so frequent or so deadly as to deter natives from living round me. Inshort the
simple experiment of clearing the jung'e has changed materially the nature of the climate, of the
people, and the condition of the place ; even women can now go in perfect safety through the
jungles where no traveller formerly passed without paying black mail.

The effect of this change Lias been that the Ryots of the Cuddapah, Dellary, and even Dhar,
war country have gradually been finding out, that after their crops are all gathered in their own
country, there is no better way of employing their leisure during the Lot season, than to procced
to the jungles of Siddapoor, encamp under the protection of my house and clearings, &ec., to fell
and transport the timber growing on the Siddapoor and Peddacheroo Zemindary.

The ouly advantaze I at prescat derive from these visitorsarises out of the Poolery Tax at
the rate ¢f 2 Annas per bullock. I remained five years at Siddapoor before the wood trade
assumed any magnitude ; now when, by the confilence inspired by my hasing settled in these

jungles, and by the fact that this tract lies near the coursc of the Irrigation Company’s works the
common wood of these jungles (excluding Teak, Sandal and Dlack-wood) has become valuable,
I am declared to have no claim whatever to derive any benefit from it. When I commenced my
experiment, it did not occur to me that it was necessary that I should be putin formal posses-
sion of the deserted Zemindari of Siddapoor and Peddacheroo for my ten years ; for I saw that
this Zemindari was included on the Maps, with tracts marked ““ impenetrable”—jyet, I did feel
the fullest confilence that if life wasspared me, and I succecded in my enterprise, I should be
ailowed to derive a!l the bencfits and profits T could make either by cultivation or by the cutting
down and sale of the timber on theland which I was allowed to occupy ; and 1 still trust that on
areview of the circumstances of this case, the privilege [ haveasked, of which the Collector of
Kurnool recotmmends the conecession, and which the Boird of Revenue consider reasonable, will
net be refused me.

1 did not speciaily ask for this privilege on my first settlement, because it appeared one of
the naturdl cornsequences of my settlement, althouzh not of any immediate value;but I was not
making abarziin for futare years—at that time all my frieals considered Twas recklessly throw-
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8_._--—-}’1‘0006’(11';1”3 of the Madras Government, Ilevenue Department,
o o
11¢h July 18G3. .

no doubt that, as Government 8pprov-

ment,—I however felt ' \
believe thatif T succ.clin

inmaway my life on a hopeless exper:
) o, T mi i i their hands, and T il

ed my design, I mightleave my interests in their hands, ¢
. ¥ Le o
clearing alarge extent of country, and by God's Ulessing at tac u‘ :
i ishi il s the veso
Jarge area of cuitivated land and to fourishing viilages ms(cnd, of O vy, (he Gosern
; > seroe Zemindary .
tract of country, which was known as the Siddapoor and ch(.:\cl.t..m:; cml: , ),l the Govern
. ihi 1 1 ‘1 ayv 3 iy € ntniodlied 3]s > .

ment will not regret the liberality of terms which wiil hu\c‘SO'tsser-l diy co i

Aoreover,if my success becomes known, and if my exampic! " ! o diree
11, T Lelieve, have been of some usc. Mine was an ‘experi-
1 had ounly an advanced capital of S00L anl my

ccted was not farored by a g sod climate, Ly a
y I have succeed. Oshers with <apital

d of my lease cun point to a
lLite and fever-stricken

nclines cther Inglishmen to direct

natives in reclaiming waste lands, I sha
mientum crucis.’ Fvery thing was against me. :
invalid pay to carry out my desizns. Tle spot se: y
neighbouting town, ora pepulous District. I can already sa ers wil
and in a less difficult country niay therefore confident’s look forward to success 10 sun. “enter-

prizes.
I trust that I may be forgiven for the

Itis in no egotistical
je blessings that have attended my cfTorts, and am truly

cacneseness of this application and the constant ailu-

1 .
B . o s
sions to myself end what I bave done. spirit that I have dweit upon th

subject. Tam lLeartily thank(u! for ti . , o
sensible of the uniform aid I have received from Governmeut throuzh 1is re.\cnue ot.xc.:.x}s. It
will be to me a source of deep sorrow, if by a too literal and I may be pemn::cd’to s1y iileberal
interpretation of my lease, I am compelled to icave the scene of. many )ears’ labor, and to
abandon an enterprize in the success of which I bave fclt so dc(tp an interest. l.\'emur(", ho‘wcvex:,
to hope that the Government ill, under the circumstances detailed above, azree to the Board’s

recommendation as contained in Mr. Minchin's letter. I shall be happy to perform such duties

N o < 1
of conservancy with rezard to Teak, Dlack-wood and Sandal grown within the limits of S.udapoor

and Deddacheroo, as may be considered recessary.
Should it not be considered expecient by the Gover
tion in my favor, by allowing me the whole of the [rofits of the col
Teak, Sandal and Black-wood, feiled within the Zemindari of Siddapoor and Peddachcroo,
during the term of my lease, on the ground that such a course is unusual, or thatit mizlit prove an
inconvenient precedent elsewhere, I would respectfully suggest that, havirg in view the peculiar
circumstances of my case, I might be permitted to farm the Tax on all woed cutin the limits on
Siddapoor aud Peddacheroo Zemindary, on such favorable terms, as would leave me a reasonable
profit on a trade of which I may truly state that 1 have been)mainly the originatorby establishing

nment to make an entire anc full excep-
lection on all woods, except

myself in that part of the country.
With this object T would suggest that 1 shou!d pay to the Collector of Kurnool a nrt sum of

1,000 Rupces per annum on account of the Wood Tax on all timberoth - than Teak, Sandu!l-wood
and Black-wood—of which the Government claim to be the sole ps sprietors—and  that this
advantaze should be conceded to me during my present lease, subject to such revisica as may
seem equitable on the renewal of my lease.

I should remain charged, as are other farmers of Government taxes, with the expenses of
co'lecting the wood tax and it would of course be a prominent intercst to me to promote an
enlarge the wood trade to the utmost of my ability, consistent!y witi the due preservation of the

furests.

MADRas, ]
Nocember 1st, 1661, (S'gnedy F. NELSON,

————

Revexte DEPARTMENT.
PROCEEDINGS OF THE MADRAS GOVERNMENT.
Tead the following Despatch from tae Right Honorable Sir C. WOOD, Dart., Sccretary of
State for India, to 1lis Excellency the [Tonorable the Governor in Council, Fort Saint
George, dated India Office, London, 1Gth August 18C0, No. 56:—
SIR,
1. 1 have considered in Council thie letter from your Governmert No. 58, dated
June 4, 1800.

e

-[rac.

Proceedings of the Madras Gocernment, Revenue Department, 9
L1k July 1863.

2. I have perused with much interest the account of the operations of Captain Nelson in
reclaiming the waste Jands granted ta him on the Krishna; and whilst T approve of your proceed-
ings in regard to him, I cordially concur with the admiration expressed by you at the strength
of will and resolute perseverance with which he has contended against a pestilential climste and
the hardships incident to such an undertaking; and I join with you in the hope that Captain
Nelson's health may be shortly so recruited as to enable bim to return to reap the fruit of
bis labors.

3. I must add that Captain Nelson's Lumanity and consideration in dealing with the wild
Chenchuwars merits especial commendation.

ORDER THEREON, 25th September 1860, No. 1,638.

Ordered that this Deapatch be communicated to the Board of Revenue and to Captain
Nelson, and that a copy of it be laid on the Editors table.

{True Extract.)
J. D. BOURDILLON,
Secretary to Government.

Nu. 216. Oaper THEREON, llth July 1833, No. 1,238.

1. The foregoing application from Captain Nelson has beer: resersed for consideration urtil
the farests of Kurnool should be examined by,the Conservator and until a decision was arrived at,
in respect to the appropriation of waste lands. The Consersator’s report has been received and
the waste luand question scttled, the Government are therefore now in a position to deal
definitivelv with Captain Nelson's case.

2. The first poird is to ascertain Captain Nelson's actual position towards the Goverament.

3. 1n 1834 Captain Nelson souzht—

1. Permission to reside at Siddapoor in order * toraze the jungles™and improve the country.

II. Permission to cu'tivate the lend without restriction as to quantity at a numinal rentor
rent fiee fur ten years.

111. A grantof 3,000 Rupees to commence clearing and repair the Siddapoor tank.

4. The Government granted the 3,000 Kupees as an advance, and gave Captain Nelson
permission * to clear and cultivate free of ail assessment for the next ten years, or until the
close of the revenue year 1863-GG, the waste lunds of Siddapoor and Peddachervovoo,” with
the prosiso that he should not interfere with the rights of uby present occupants Or pwsrmyg con-
awrtors without making them compensation.

5. In 1856 Caprain Nelson represented that set:lers in Pegu were alloned far more favor-
able terms than h-d been conceded to him. The Governmeut on the recommendation of the
Doard of Revenue granted an extension of the lease for asecond term of tzn years at half assess-
wment, the full assessment to bz levied thereafter.

G. In 1860 Captsin Nelson aldressed Government, stating that in consequence of the
operations of the [rrigation Company the value of timber and bammbous on his lands was becom-
ing of importance, and that the Coilector was aboutl to levy atax on timber from Siddapoor.
He admitted that in his original proposal  the question of timber was entirely overlooked™ by
bim * in consequence of its then comparative worthiessness,” but Le asked the Government whether
notwithstanding this omission, he might oot Le allowed * the privileges accorded to settlers in
“ Pegu, the right to all the wood excepting Teak growing on the estate.”

7. ‘The Government refused this request. They remarked that the permission given to
Captaio Nelson was * to clear and cultivate the waste lands of the tractin question,” and that
% no Manorial or Zamindary rights were conferred on him, or any rights, except in the lands
“ cleared and cuit.vated,” aud that the use of the term estate to signify the whole tract of forest
is therefore inappropiiate,

8. Captain Nelson adm:ts that “ his position is correctly described™ ia th's order *“ ifitis
“intendcd to interpret Literally the Cowle granted” to bim.,
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10 . Procecdings of the Madras Government, Revenne Department,
11th July 1863,

9. Captain Nelson's tenure, then, is this:—1I2 may clear ani cultivate as much of the swaste
as he can, payirg no ass®ment up 1o July 1866, and half assessment up to July 1876, when fu'l
assessment will be payable in perpetuity. Ile mayp fe!l any timber inthe dond fide prosecution
«f his cnerprise and use it on the »pot without ug charze, but al] that be flis and remaves for
rale ISt Pay seiznioragze to Govermment,

10.  Apart frem Captain Nelson's adm.ission it is lighly improbatle that Government would
have grarted 40,020 Acres without any courntersiiy ulation whatever,

I, It s this decision of Government which Captiin Nelson wishes modified. 1le urges
1hat the inportance of the timber tradeis main’y ow.ny ts his operations in clesring unhealthy
Jurcle and evercising a civilising influence over the junzle tribes, and he prays that if Govern-
ment witl nat ezde to him a'l tmber except Teak, Sandal and DBlack.wood, they wiil at least
make ever ol cther timber for a net anenal payment of Ruyees 1,000.

12 The Corservaai’s report on thie forestsof Kurnocl shows that there isstill much va'ualle
tiurber, and he ¢l ulates on an annual net reverue of Rupers 7,000, excluding Teak and Red
Sancers which, owing toreckies felling, need couservation.  The revenue returns slready received
show an even Letter result.

13. The Sccretary of State has of late pressed strorcly on the Goverament the importance
of bringing forest tracts under regular conservancy, and working thew by their own Officers in
preference 1o either the reming or licensing sys'ein.  The Government do not feel themselves at
Liberty to comply with Captain Nelson's appl:cation, it being quite cleae that he is exactiv in the
position in which Government meant to place hito, and in which he was uniderstood to be des rous
ofbeing placed. The new Waste Lands Ru'es aff »rd Captain Nelson ihe means of olta:ning a
peeprictary totle, if he desires such, to a moderate «xtent of laud, and the Governmert wil tule
into consideration any reasonable arrangement of the kind, which be nay subimit thiouuh e
Cullector, who will furuish him with a copy of the Rules, )

(Signed) J. D.SIM,
Secretary to Government,
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REVENUE DEPARTMENT.

PROCEEDINGS OF TIIE MADRAS GOVERNMLENT.
Real the following Despateh from the lli;l;t Honoralle S (.
Woon, Dart, Seevetary of Stite for Tndia, to His Excellency
the Honorable the Governor in Couneil, I"urt' Saint George,

dated India Otliee, London, 16th Augnst 1560, No. 56 :—

SIe,
LT have considered in Council the letter from your Govern-

ment No, 38, dated June 4, 1560,

2. T have perused with much interest the account of the ope-
rations of Captain Nelson in reelaiming the waste lands granted
to him on the Krishna; and whilst I approve of your pro-
ceedings in regard to him, T cordially concur with the admi-
ration expressel by you at the strength of will and resolute
perseverance with which he has contended against a pestilen-
tial climate and the hardships incident to such on undertak-
ing; and T join with you in the hope that Captain Nelson's

liealth may be shortly so recruited as to enalle him to re-

turn o reap the fruit ‘of s aabors,

3. T must all that Captain Nelson's humanity and consi-

deration in dealing with the wild Chenchuvirs merits especial

commendation,

ORDER THEREON, 2Sth Septeriber 1860, No. 1.638.
Ordered that this Despateh be communicated to the Doard
of Revenue and to Captain Nelson, anl that a copy of it be
laid on the Editors' table

(True Extract)
J. D. BOURDILLON,

Suerctrry to Government,
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