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{ Commaunieating to tha Sunesintending Engineer 7th Division

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Recenue Department,
8th July 1863.

No. 146. Read the following Proccedings of the Madras Government in the Public Works

Department, dated 39th June 1863, No. 1,717 :—

8 Despateh from the Home Government, relative to the (Vide Public Works Procccdings, Soth June
improvement of the roals in tho Wynal Talo k, ig Malsbar, 1863, N 675, 636 )

in view to bis being guided by the views of the Becrotary of » Y03, V49, biL.

Biato in any recommendation Lerealer to be mude iu

conaectioa with those roads

——————

OrpEr TaEREON, 8th July 1863, No. 1,223.

Forwarded to the Board of Revenue for info
Malabar.,

No. 117.

rmation and communication to the Collector of

(Signed) P. P. HUTCIIINS,
dcling Deputy Secretary to Governmeit,
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Pustic Works DeparTsment.
Public.

PROCEEDINGS OF THE MADRAS GOVERNMENT.
Read the following Despatch from the Right Ilonoralle Sir C. WOOD, Bart., Secretary of State
for India (Public Works), to Ilis Excellency the Honorable the Governor in Council,
Fort Saint George, dated India Office, London, 16:h May 1863, No. 8:—
SIR,

1. I Lave had before me in Council your Excellency’s Despatches, of the dates and num-
bers noted in the margin, relative to the improve.

Public Works, No. 100, dated 31at October 1862, . . o
" w . 106, ,,  8th December ,, mf:nf. of the roads in the Wynaad Talook of the
Revenna » 85, ,, 27th November ,, District of Malabar.

Pablic Works, ,, 11, - 20th Febroary 1863.

2, 1 addressed you on this subject in my Despateh of 27th December last, wherein, refer-
ring to a memorial from the Tlanters’ Association of Western India, I drew your attention to the
want of metalled roads throuzh the Ghauts, and also above and below them, and recommended
that in your consideration of the questions raised by the Memorialists, advertence should be
had rather to the future prospects than to the present condition of Wynaad.

3. From the Resolution recorded by your Government on 26th November last, I bave now
the satisfaction of learning that my views, as expressed in the Despatch above aliuded to, have
to a considerable extent, been anticipated by your Excellency. Itis especially through the
Tambracherry and Carcoor Ghauts that better means of transport are required, and it has been
wisely determined to concentrate exertions on those two Ghauts for the purpose of opening them
as cart roads at the earlicst possible period, operatiots on the less important Periah and Cootiady
Ghauts being restricted for the present to what may be necessary to make them easily passable for
laden bullocks.

4. Ttis proposed, however, that the construction of roads on the platcan of Wynaad shall
proceed simultancously with the opening of the Ghauts. Nine main lines, estimated to cost
between two and three lacs of Rupees, are there to be undertzken by Government, but the Dis-
trict Eogineer has been most properly cautioned against taking up too many of the lines at once,
and enjoined to concentrate all his available force on one or two of them, giving a preference to
those which lead from the passesto Mysore, the province whence Wynaad derives its chief
supplies, both of labour and prosisions. For these roads on the plateau, it is intended to appro-
priate from the Dudget funds Rupecs 60,000 & year, which is said to be as much as can be
efficiently laid out upon them, and by means of which all the roads may Le expected to be

finished in five or six years at the latest.

5. You estimate that, according to the preseat plan, the total cost of Ghaut and Plateau
roads will eventually amount to six lacs of Rupees, the expenditure of which sum must, as you
observe, be admitted to be as much as can reasonably be claimed for Wynaad, when the scarcely
less urgent wants of other parts of the Presidency ure takeninto account. It is true that, when
the Talook shall have been fully provided with ain roads, many cross lines will stiil be required,
but for these the necessary funds can casily be, asit ison every account preferable that they
should be, obtained from local sources. You have announced your intention to levy tolls on the
different Ghauts as soon as they shall be open  for traffic, and you also propose, by means of a
legal enactment, to ernpower the landholders of any locality toraise money for roadinaking by a cess
on land, or by tolls, or such o:her impost asthey may sclect.  There need be no apprehension thag
the planters will refuse to avail themselves of the power of self-taxation proposed to be com-
mitted to them, for the promotion of an object of so much importance to each of them individually,

and it may confidently bLe expected, therefore, that all difficulty with respect to transport will, in

a few ycars, be completely removed.
6. In order toaid inthe accomplishment of this end, all that can Le desired of your

(iovernment is, that it should persevere in the course that bas now btecn entered upon, and your

present programme be thoroughly worked out.
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Commeanicated to the  Superintending Engineer 7th Division, who will be guided by the
view s of the Sezretary of State in any recommendation which may hereafter be made in connce-

tion with the Wanad roads.

Lxd. 8. T. Avgustin,
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Orprr 1THEREON, 50th June 1863, No. 1,71%. L :
i
(True Extract.) |
Z('olouc], R. E, '

Sccretary to Government.
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