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No. 97. Read the following Proceedings of the Madras Government in the Dolitical
Department, dated 23rd June 1863, No. 176 :— .
oe. 93¢d June 1SG3,

Passing ordors on aletter from the Resident of Travencore 1 _(Vide Political Proceedings, 2

and Coclun on the questivs of re-establishing & Chowge YR T
at Paliiport. 7 ’ Nos. 59, 36.)
No. 93. OrpER THEREOYN, Gth July 1863, No. 1,199.

Communicated to the Board of Revenue.®
(Signed) P. I, IICTCIIINS,
Acting Deputy Secrctary to Government.
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. POLITICAL DEPARTMENT. :
PROCEEDINGS OF TIIE MADRAS GOVERNMENT.

Tead the following Ietter from W. FISHER, I'sq., Resident of Travancere and Cochin; to the
Jlonorable A. J. ARBUTIINOT, Chief Sceretary to Government, Fort Saint George,
dated Peermade, 1st April 18€3, No. 27. '

The re-establishment of a Chowkey for the collection of transit duties on a etrip of Travane
core territory, which separates the northern from the southern portion of the Cochin State, has
given 1ise to a lengthy correspondence between me and’the Dewan of Travancore.

2. Inclosingit Irequested that Officer, if not satisfied with the arguments Tadduced, to sum
up his ohjections to closing this Chowkey in a single letter, with a view to avoiding rcferencesto
these papers.  As in reply, however, he las asked me to furnish him with a condensed statement
\ of my views, in erder to hisreplying in the same form, 1 think loss of more time will be avoided,
and sufficient information on the question at issue will be laid Lefore Government, if I summarise
the correspondence, giving as conciscly as possible, the grounds on which I think the Chowkey
<hiould be withdrawn, and the arguments by which the Dewan secks to justify its retention.

.

3. The accompanying sketch map of the Dackwater north of Dritish Coclin will show,
where Travancore territory intersects that of the Cochin State, and gives its Officers the command
of all the trade passing through the narrow channel south of Cranganore.

4. It will further illustrate my statement, that where the Travancore Chowkics were formerly
withdrawn, they were so placed as to command ouly export and import trade, and preclude all
interference with, through traftic along the Dackwater.

5. lHaving drawn attention to the annexed map, I will now state the origin of the present
dicpute ; the point on which it turns; and the various arguments for and against the removal of
the existing Travancore Chowkey at Talliport.

6. Oa the 18th June 1862, the Dewan of Cochin remonstrated against the establishment of
a Travancore travsit Chowkey at Palliport, as an infringement of the leng established right of the

. _ subjects of Sirkar Cochin to free passage of the Dackwater north of British Cochin.

., 7. He (1) bwes this richt on the removal of the Pall'port amonz cther tramsit Chowlics
1n Yhe Travancore and Cochin Statesin 1856, ) )
(2.) Ontheremoval of the Toorthipooram Chowkey by the Travan -
Paraomph 4, Extmet of . - .
Minntes of Conanltation, €ore Government in 1847 at the instance of the 3adras Government.
12:h Fobruary 1847, Xo. 53 (3.) Oa the disavowal by the Travancore Govercment in 1854 of
the acts of its scrvants, when an attempt was made to establish a
Chowkey at Coonjatye (nearly opposite Palliport), and sanction of these proceedings was withheld
on the ground that they were opposed to the measures adopted by the British Government, to
promote trade rid Trichoor to British Cochin.

8. The question is, whether the arrangements above alluded to had the effect of relieving
from transit duty, only goods of British origin Lound to, or from Dritish Cochin, or whether the
abolition of the Chowkey was intended to free, and had the effect of freeing trade between Eritish
territory and that of Cochin also, with reference to the state of things arising from the removal
of all frontier Custom Iouses between the said territories.

9. TIpointed out to the Dewan that the free trade alluded to Ly the British Government,

. in the correspondence noted in the margin, was that arising from the
J ha::f)‘n:ﬂ; .‘:ﬁ"?ﬁﬁﬂg"x"s’l'; abolition of the frontier Custom Ilouses, between the Dritish and Cochin
l frontiers.
{ 10. That the Travancore Chowkey (removal of which was requested and granted) materially
interfered with this trade, as it levied a transit duty on Dritizh and Siikar Cochin produce going
into British or Sirkar Cochin or tice versd.

From R:?{‘;nf. No 360 of 8th 11. That the Travancore Government by removing their Chowkies to
March 1817. . . .

From Travancore Sirkar, No.  positions from which they could only cominand their own export and
1.462 of &b Eeptewmber  imnorg trade, did clearly give up the right to levy transit duty on the

1847,
Backwater north of British Cochin,

12. I obscrved that the action of the Travancore Government in the matter of the Coonjatye
Chowkey, could only mean that its establishment would interfere with the arrangements recently
made by the Dritish Governnient, aud give just cause of complaint to that of Cochin if my argu-
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ment was correct, and that it prompt ramoval en the remonstrance of the Cocliin Sirkag ooy ¢
’ - “l-u'rl'.)(-ll

A
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the preceding arrangoments.
13. The Dowan of Travancare contenla, that the Sickar Chowkics wero remove.)
V- . . V. . ) ) 4 ON Porpa,
scutations that they interfered wish Britiah trade, but that Sirkae Cochin trale wag not ] :"(‘
! ope . . N ) b ther
excrpted from payment of duty.  That the right to levy this cuty has net Loen extipee ] ; Y
: : . . AU REN LTS B
for a time it was not exercised; and that the State of Cochin Lus cenceded no adva t: !
x] . . . . - * l s -t i
of Travancore to induce it to give up i:s rights, 20 b tha
1t. Ierewmarks (with reference 1o this view of the case) thit the disavowal of the
N Aan v . ’ ¢ LY
Jatye Chowkey by the Travancore Goveraweat, docs not alier the character of tho arranse -
: - s . il 2¢ mey,
made upder the advice of the Dritish Government, which Lave not as ho ¢ tends L Lo
. . " . 3 b ‘e
nay violated by the Travancore Government. uotary
15, : : ircum "
> ’I:hcrc are o.l.'cr circumstances brought forward by the Dewan wLich eangot Lo docse]
MO s . v
arzumentsin favor of the course alopte], though they may show, that Travancore tridy ! ¢
N 33 M N . . M * M ! 1 . Sile
under certain dizalvantages, which do not affect that of the e Llourine State o abury
. . R o ° > .
16, He points out that, but for this Cliswkey, the Cochin trader Las alvau'a
) R ! Sl cautace S
Travancore morchant, for the latter pavs duty to his own Gevcinment, and 2t VT Lue
— ) : W a~ 1
Cochin, Lefore bis goods reach the (British Cochin) maiket; whereas ! é . a°m,“ 10 tual of
one duty. ’ cas the Cochia trader pays Lat
17. This may | , but i
. 3 may be true, but it clearly : : i
: ay , : carly affords no reasonable crounds forre-cstablishina ¢l
a system long given up, or a particular Custom Iowee abolished at tl - Shtha fither
Government. fshed ut the request of the Briti:h
18. The Cochin Gov
. overnment lovy - .
- cll t levy a duty on Travancore produce brousht to British Cecl:
¥ Backwater.  TLis they consider an export duty, whilst the T P fitish Ceclin
P PR L . bR i ie lravance >0ve . .
1t asa trensit duty, and its collection as a proof that the ar wore Government ook on
Cochin Governmeats, under which the Chowkey ow in ]mno"m*"“ betwcen the Iirii-h and
.. " n T . .
British goods, anl Ieft the Travancore and Cochj 2‘.‘ M0 drpute was abolished, related only to
« H 4 0 OChin &, < A b ) .
please. Ptates free by tax eash others' trafic ns they
19. It is anfortuns:. '
. Bantortunas 'y teas oo 1in Q . .
ytrazenat cie Coclin Ruate derives a consilerable sum annua'ly fram

the traTe divertod fen il
> tra’y e w AT vy s, Beitish Corhin
) A R : s " in S g e N
levielon furuc;:z produce i 1 0 l} - 'llp“ft: Ibu't l:,l..( meeguence «© the ).ca‘-). duti:s row
3, Sl LO QrZument s s up ot o 1o ey o

Llisked Cliowkev ca 4
; abediann thereioim a 3 1
. . Hotereaen, as the Sirkar Cochiin Chowlies i
it Dhonkep caa be dia g ! iowhies arvund British Coclin are
siablished oF the protection of its own expert and import Customs, and were not established N
r to take adsantage of the late results of British legislation S
20. Whilst alludinz ¢ i : import;
. g to the Pallipgrt Chonkeyas of j i
. : s of1 renti
g'ing, and expressing the natural reluctance of the ';ra mpo(r;ancc nent by mgre o a0 S
iy vancore Gove p
mert which would pla Jo oen o agrew (0 21 arrarge-
et e moul ,Ica ]ct:tthe tx:adg of the ca.uy.x‘.ry under further disadvantace, :;10 Dewan dccl'\:cs
o dy to abide by the decision of Government on the quciti'm at issue ‘
~1. lle Las proposed that each Siik i ‘ ansi
] arshould pivy 3 3 i i
ho trade of ST bt o thie S give up the rizht of levying transit duty on
v prodoce tr o : voold involve the free pacsage into British Cochin of Travan
a rep A N . )
ol produce i tmd:‘ ?g: la)r l.hc aLolmon.ofa Chowkey which can have but compoeratively lit:le
pold on Ce Tmmnco,;c y ewan of Co.clnn 1s not willing to entertain the protest, whilst the
pran of Tra h?c}s ot deem it possible at present to do away with all Backwa'er
s, asure which in the Cockhin §
. 0 St o . . e .
Sy g measure tate there would be little oVjection to, if it was
22, It will Le seen fi ' i
small compass, though its g::m.“ b:_lt have -aid, that the question to Le decided lies within but
States of Tm"nncoyz a.n;l ‘C(')‘f;lf)n is m:t to e arrivel at by mutual concession on the part of the
o5, I chiun, or without tlie expression of the views of Government.
e 1en to reques r i t
E co;);:t .thctfr 1nstruction, as to whether the free trade alluded to in the
rom Gov No. 297 o . ! '
om Os\:lmnr::;::o}ig;&' N lCa lon n?tcd marginaliy, refer as [ suppose to free trade be-
pamme 1, 8 v tween Dritish territory and al ot > i
een © \ yand all and every portiou of ‘Sirkar Cochin, or
that of Travancore to remove thei es the Dewan ergucs, the British Goverrment in requesting
facilitate o prp e Temove x(értr:%nsxt Chowkies north of British Cochin, mcrely intended to
Cocltn teate e msl: ochin and other British territory, leaving Dritish end Sirkar
strip of Travancor; \\)-,hc.lncz as e‘t“ccn these two Governmerts) to be taxed in trawsit through a
for goods of Lriticl e f route to so.uthcrn Cochin, whilst they claimed special cxemption only,
: r:g:n Lound by this route to the Port of British Coclin
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Estract from the Minutes of Consultation, dated 12th Iebruary 1517, No. 59.

Para. 4. The Resident will be pleasel to take an eariy opportunity cf explaininz to Ilis
Hizhness the Rajah of Travancore the necessity which exists for immediately relinquishing the
Chowkics established at ‘Toorthipaoram. e will puint out to ITis 1lizhness that while they
confer no benefit on the Sirkar, they form a just source of complaint to that of Cochin, as
proving an inconvenicnce and check to the cotton tral: of the town, and interfering with the

Government with the Cocliin Sirkar fur the abolition of

cent arrangement entered into by this

:(ll (:ontier dutics. 1lis Ilighiness the Rajih will therefore sce the propriety of removing this
interfercnce with the mweasures of this Governmen.
(Sigred) J. I'. THOMAS,
Chivf Secretary.

From Major General W. CULLEN, Resident; t the 11ea] Dewan, I’eishzar, Teavancore, dated

gth March 1847, No. 300.
Referring to my previous letter and suggestions that the Trasancore Sirkar should at once
draw their Custom Chowkies at Toorthipooram and Shatanaut because of their obstiucting

'3 Tricboor between Cochin and the Compiny’s Districts of Malobar and Coin-batore

with
the trade v
a1l the Chowkies had long since been abolished, I have now to forward for your infor-

&c., where
mation and guidance Extract of the Minutes of Consu:tation of the
Xo. 52, 12th February 1847. Most Noble the Governor in Council on these poiats, and which
1 request may be laid before His Highuess the Rajab, who, 1 fued

assured, wi'l deal with the subjectin a liberal spitit.
ties to which the Travancore Sirkar have an undoubted right, i. e.. on al
whether by the branch north of Paroor or by Verapoly

For all these du
rginally established, new Chowkies can

produce coming down the Perriyar river,
&c., and for which the Chowkies in question “were ©
a'i!l be formed higher up, which wiil be equally effectual.

———

From V. KRISTNO ROSYV, Acting Deswan; to Msjur i;cneml W. CULLLY, British Resident
e bth Serteming 1847 N LAG2,

~of vaancorvxé_?., &c., &c.. dated Trovant-u
0. 00, dated the 8th March last, and the

In acknowledging the receipt of your lettce
" «; witation of the Madras Goveroment,

Cx'ract therewith transmittel, from the Minutes ¢f C
No. 59, under date 12th February last, I have the honor to icform you that His Highness the

Rajah has been pleased, in accordance with the wishes of the Government, to direct the abolition

of the Chowkey at Toorthipooram, and 1 haveissued corresponding orders on the subject.
f duties to this Sirkar on goods coming down tie

With a view to ensure the payment o
Perriyar river by the routes referred to by you, it is the intention of the Sirkar to establish a
istence will not interfere with the free transit of articles

Chowkey higher up the river, where itsex
to and from the town of Cochin, a.d the Districts of Malibar and Coimbatore. I therefore
lected for that purpose in consultation with the Assistant Sur-

yself the honor of informing you what spot may have been

intend to have an eligible spot se
veyor Mr., Armstrong,and wiil dom
fixed upon.

of Consultation, dated 5th August 1846, No. 207, para. 1.

communications recorded above, that the Cochin Govern-
Houses on the frontiers of the

Extract from the Minules

Para. 1. As it appears from the
ment have assented to the removal of all their inland Custom : [
in Council is pleased to direct

Malabar and Coimbatore Districts, the Most Nobie the GGuvernor ' .
the immediate withdrawal of the Company’s Chowkies on the Cochin froatier, unt% .l'cquest the
Board'%§, Revknue will issue the necessary instructions to the local Officers for giving effuct tv
. 3 . N . . . \ . . .y,
‘thls\arﬂ:gncment‘. This Government highly eppreciate the liberal policy of the Cochin Sirkar,

and doubtnot thi the measure will be found mutually beneficial.
(Signed) L. T. TIIOMPSON,

Secretary to Gorernment.

(True Copics-)
(Signed) W. FISHER,

Lesident.
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OnpEr THEREOY, 25¢d Jurne 1863, No. 176.

The foregoing letter lias reference to the establishment, by the Travancore Government, of
a Chowkey for the collection of transit duties at Palliport, a place situated on a neck of land
belenging to that Government, which intersects the territory of the Rajah of Cochin and com-
mands the trade passing through the narrow cliannel south of Cranganore in the dircction of
Sritish Cochio. .

2. The Cocliin Goverrment have remonstrated azainst the establishment of this Chonkey,
as an iufringement of the long estabiislied right of the subjects of the Cochin Sirkar to free pass-
aze of the Backwater north of Dritish Cochin. It has also been objected to by the Cochin
Chamber of Commerce in their Chairman's letter of the 10th July last, recorded in the Proceed-
ings of Government, under date the 22ud October last, as interfering with the trade of Dritish
Cochin.

3. The Resident considers it an infringement of the arrangement azreed to by the Travan.
core Government in 1547, when that Government, in compliance with the wish of the Madras
Government, abolizhed the Chowkey at Toorthipooram, a place immediately opposite T'ailiport
at the head of the narrox channel before referred to. ‘Tho Malras Government had a short time
previously entered into an arrangement with the Cochin Government for the abolition of all
fiontier duties between the two States and in the order above alluded to, the Resident was in.
structed to urze on the Travancore Government the relinquishment of the Chowkies at Toorthi-
pooram which, it was observed, while they conferred no bencfiton the Travancore Sirkar, formed
a just source of complaint to that of Cochin, as proving an incoavenience scd a check to the
cotton trade of the town.

4. The Dewan of Travancore justifics the re-establishment of the Chowkey on the follow-
ing grounds :—

(a.) That the removal of the Chowkies in 1547 was on the scorc of their interfering with
the DBritish trade, but that the Cochin Sirkar trade was not thereby exempted {rom payment of
duty.

(b) That the right to levy this duty has not been extinguished by reason of its not being

exercised for a time. : .
(2.) ‘Lhal the Comnm SudNtias CUNLEEN nu tdramogts (o tua ra Trwteuives tufuldiné e

to give up its rights.

(d.) ‘Ihat, but for this Chow key, the Cochin trader would have advantages over the Travan-
core trader, inasmuch as the latter pays duty to his own Goverament, and again to that of Cochin
Lefore his goods reach the Britisb Cochin market ; whereas the Cochin trader would pay but one

tv.
dut 5. The Travancore Dewan has proposed that cach Sirkar should give up the right of lesy-
ing transit duty on the trade of the other, but to this proposal the Cochin Government is not pre-
pared to assent.

6. The Governor in Council has no dJoubt that the re-establishment of the Chowkey in
question isan infringement of the arrangement assented to by the Travancore Government in
1817, and the Iesident will inform the Dewan to this effect. The correspondence, however,
furnishes additional proof of the necessity of making such an arrangement with reference to the
trade of these States as will admit of the Travancore merchants making use of their own Torts
instead of, as at present, being driven to British Cochin and thereby subjected to the payment of
transit duty to the Cochin Sitkar in addition to the duty pay able to the British Customs Officers.
These procecdings will bie brought to the notice of the Government of India, with a request that
they will expedite the issuc of orders on the proposals submitted by tlis Government, under date

the 20th August last. : '
{True Extract.) i ? /

Secretary tr Governm ent,

To the Resident of Travancore and Cochin.
,, Collector of Malabar.
¢  Tevenue Deparfmert.

Exd. T. McMootry.
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