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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
4th July 1863,

No. 93. Read the following letter from G, A. BALLARD, Esq., Collector of Malahar, to
the Icnorable A. J. ARBUTHNOT, Chief Sccretary to Government, Fort Saint
George, dated Calicut, 30th June 1863, No. 74 ;==
Sir,

1. Thave the honor to bring to your notice thit atonsilerable quantity of .timber has
Leen cut and is being cut in the Governmeont forests at Nelambdr,

2. Itis necessary to employ E'ephants to draz this to the river banks,

3. Thence [ propose floating it down, and seiling it at Culicat.
V‘f;_‘h(‘."\‘;:‘;”’l';‘g;’".\-(lflglf'l.d“"d 4. Elephants aro diflicult to procure, and the ratcs of hire
even if the beasts are procurable are very Ligh.

5. Under instructivns from Captain B:dJome the Suab-Assistint Conservatar in charge
has asked me to get the loan of four Commissariat Elephants as soon as possible. Th+y would
probably be useful for tihe months of Auzust, Saptember, October and Novenber, and indeed for
longer if their services can bLe spared. .

G. I beg toatif possible this may be arrangad.  Elephants thrive at Nelambir, From the
quantity of jungle and vegetation their keep is comparatively inexpensive; they will be most
useful ; and their employment as saving cooly labor very cconomical.

Witen not accustomed todrag timber iathe ucual way a rough barness is very easily
adjusted.

7. If the Llephants are lent ail expensss atteadint on their keep, &2., for the tims could
be met from the forest funds.

The saving of exp:nse to Governmant will be very consi derable,

No. 91 OrRDER THEREON, 4th July 1863, No, 1,197,

Transferced to the Military Department, with a view to the Lliephaats being lent to the
Forest Department if unobjectionable.

(Signcd) T, D. SINM,
Secrctary to Government,
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