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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
3rd July 1863.
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No. 60.  Read the following letter from G. A. BALLARD, Esq., Collecter of Malabar, to
J. D. SIM, Esq., Secretary to Government, Revenue Department, Fort Saint George,
dated Manarghat, 13th June 1863, No. 65:—
Six,

‘ 1. Repeated complaints bave b:en made to me of
Thi'n.’t':';]:’;fiof';;(’,.c;f:’;':cf;zﬁﬁ;‘i,’-,::ﬁ"f] R the great length of time which letters take to reach
their destination along the line of post recently esta-
Vide G. O. dated Ist Decomber 1862, No.2,519- blished between Manantoddy and Ootacamund.  Letters
from Gudalur have been detaine] for a week or more in
Fro Gudalar to Manantotdy .. . 61 Miles rcachi'ng Manantoddy or CuliCl:lt and vice versa, although
From Mananteddy to Calicut .. .. 53} the d¢istance bLetwecn them is nut more thun 61 and

1194 Miles respectively. .
2. The line from Manantoddy to Ootacamund in most parts runs through wild country.
he slow progress of the runners, from the want of Oversecrs or other officials, except at the
Sultan’s Battery and Gudalur Post Olices, cannot well be checked or traced to individuals.
But the real fact is, that the number of runners allotted for the line is far too small to admit of
the work being performed with evea moderate efficiency.  Fourteen runners, the number sance
tioned, have to be divided between seven stages, which makes the average distance of cacn stage
no less thun 14 Miles. The runners now employed have been got with wmuch d:ilicul'y, and
® Mr. Grant siatos that he cannot cogase rapers na country where wages at 4 Al'm;as. per dw for com.
from Nedavatinm to Ostacamond under Rupees  Paratirvely easy work on a plantation is readily cbtained,
Zu‘:f::w‘h and two fuits of warm clothing poe 51 1o 5 matter of surprise we should have people to
undertake the work required at Rupees G per mensem,

3. Under these circimstances I have taken advantage of a Circular from the Post Master
Geueral, dated 18th April 1853, which contemplates the amalgamation of the District with the
General Post, to propose that the stages be reduced to 6 Miles each (which would give filteen
stages), and that thirty runners at Rupees G and 7 each Le aliowed. This will admit of a
daily mail each way without difficulty.

4. But if the Government should deem this more than is at present actuaily required, I
would propose that the daily mail be discontinued, and that the mails be degpatchied every other
day only.

Fifteen runners would be required to allow of 6 Mile stages.  All would go eastwards one
day, a:l westwards another. The arrangement is not without objection, and the entertaioment of
the full complement of thirty runne:s would of course be more satisfactory, but it is imposs:ible
to work the line with thz long stages now arranged. For the last proposition sanction for one
mere runnet at Rupees 6 with an increase of from G to 7 Rupees to cach of the three runners
from Nedavattum to Ootacamund, will be required.

No 6], Orper THEREON, 3cd July 18G3, No. 1,180,

The Collector is requested to state whether the weight of the iails exch way exceeds the
r~gulated weight for a single runner. The distance between Mananted ly and Ootacamund is
86 niles, and as there are fourteen ruaners allowed, the distance whicih each has to traversc is 6
Miles each way.  If a single runaer suffices for the mails each way and the muils castward and
westward can be 8o tited as to give the runners some hours intermediate rest, it would seem suffi-
cient to reduce the stages to S Miles, so tiat each man would traverse [0 Miles or thereabouts
daily with an interval of rest. The Collector will state whether this is feisible, aud wecne
tion rouguly what postage is realised by the line.

(Sizned) J. D. SIM,
Seeretary to Government,
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