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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Recenue Department,
st July 1853.

No. 7. lRead the following letter from Captain R. H. BEDDOME, Oficiating Consersator
of Forests, toJ. D. SIM, Esq., Seccrctary to Government, Revenue Department, I'ort
Saint George, dated Ootacamund, 22nd June 1863, No. 569 :—

Stg,
1 have the honor to forwvard a Report and Map by Captain Michael upon the higher ranges

of the Annamallays, lately visited by him; I would suggest that the same be printed as an Appen-
dix to the Annual Forest Report for 1862-63.

~

REPORT.
1. The tract of high table land of the Annamallay Lilis, about to be described, livs between
longitude 77° 3" and 77° 14 east, and latitude 10° 13" and 102 25’ north.—Sheet No. 62 of the
Grand Trigonometrical Survey of India.

2. Scveral exploring parties have before visited part of the range vid Annamallay, Poon-
achy, and the valley of the Toracadavoo river, but on the present occasion the route adopted was
via Oodoomalacottah, Dhullee and Poondy. On the whole the latter route is the preferable of
the two, inasmuch as a higher, more open, and safer spot is reached for a halt, the first evening,
than can be attained on the Puonachy path ; tue distance to be travelled on the first day is more-
over comparatively short and less fatiguing. The sccond day’s walk is about equal in distance
and difficulty by either route.

3. Our party during the trip consisted of three: Mr. Hannyngton, Captain Iill end
myself. We went from Polachy (distant from Coimbatore 26 miles) to Oodoomalacottah (15
miles) and thence to Dhullee (8 miles), from which village a sandy road running G or 7 miles,
in a south-westerly direction, leads to the foot of the mountain pass by which the Pooliar
village of Poondy is reached ; here there is a small Pagoda, furmerly no doubt deeply buried in
the jungle, Lut now opencd vut by cultivatioun. 'l‘tls"‘!}tcelll cummences at this spot, the Ghat g
exceedingly steep and recky, quite impracticable . . ". orses ; the hills rising abruptly from the
plain to a height of 1,500 feet, at which elevation a plateau is rcached of considerable extent,
well watered by perennial streams, and covered with thin and rather stuated jungle, interspersed
with bamboo and frequent open grassy glades. It is very beautiful in appearance, but bears a
notoriously bad name as a most feverish locality for low country visitors, although it is on this
plateau that the Pooliars generally reside at their villages of Poondy, Mavadop, Cooramallay,
Vendyum, &c. The Pooliars are a jungle race, resembling Mulcers and Iroolars in their halits
and wode of life, but dilfering somewhat in their language (a Tamil patois) anlin personal
appearance, the most remarkable feature of whicb is the pride taken by the men in the lenath
of their hair. It is never cut, but is twisted and matted into six or eight long rope-like coils,
which are gathered into a huge knot at the back of the head. In one instance the hair of a tall
man, 5 feet 10 or 11 inches in height, trailed about a foot on the ground when loosened.

4. From the foot of Ghit to Puondy is a fatiguing walk of two hours and twenty minutes,
and from thence a more gradual ascent of three-quarters of an hour leads to a high open ridge at
the base of a mountain, called Appia Mullay. From the south side of this ridge a fine view of thie
Toracadavoo ravine is obtained, the magnificent bluff of the Tangachee Mullay overhanging the
thickly wooded gorge, and the high ranges towerirz above, form a most beautiful picce of scenery,
This ridge makes an excellent encampiog ground for the night, as water is obtainable; the country
is open, ventilation free, and the elevation ascertained by the Ancroid to be as nearly as pos;ible
3,900 feet above the sca level.

5. Tle next day's march leads along the northern slope of the Toracadavoo ravine, tie
numerous spurs which bave to be crossed rendering the path very undulating, and in some places
even precipitous and difficult for loaded coolies. It was observed that since 1831 a great deal
of Coomri cultivation has been carried on by the DPooliars and Moodooars on these slopes.
Indeed, the greater part of the ravine on both sides shows signs of having been thus cultivated
aud abanduned to tue growth of scrub jungle. After a waik of sbout an hour aud a hair the
track joins that which lcads from P’oonachee, near a very remarkable rock, shapeld like w lav
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N ail directions.  To the north-west lie tke Ukka and Tangachee, and the neigkbouring moun-
tainsand ravines, down which latter glimpses of the low country of Coimbatore are vbtained,
e F e rostcf e waya ) Ley ds st p s niz.‘di:x; r\"u‘nd ti.e and to the south-west and south may b(f seen }‘lc.Ungccnaad Val'_e)' (or Valley of the Ambra-
i e T m; RSl i el f e T wathy tiver) with its green patches of rice cultivation, lying immediately beneath, and the Pulny
ENAT A l‘“:‘-\ l:f.l 'H':'L‘]nj, : sulden’y enas, and the path enverges hills rising in a magnificent mass from the opposite side.
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10.  There are several circumstances which tend to a8 probability that this portion of the

high plateau is by no means so much influenced by *' *+ south-west monsoon as that lying more
withto 00 . to the westward, and it may hereafter be found thas there is as warked a difference in the rajn.
and shrubs flertal wal toee loand .M Grotoa sral swamp ealleld Selrrany eclur, . [ fall as exists between Ootacamund and Coonoor, The slopes are far less beasily wocded, the
s s ‘ 'i‘i..e Jevation ds 5,000 feer, and e ' grass 1s shorter and finer in quality, and there are fewer leeches in the Sholais, showing a less

degree of damp. It was of course impossible to make any more reliable observations with wl
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- .. Peeoe tanag o darestiy St and e to substantiate this opinion; but the matter is important and worthy of consideration. A
oo e S ::-'. o ]"“H tj :.-C.) .l the pertiera aatrenty oF a beausiul ‘ lecality as much free from tain as Coonour, and 1,090 feet higher, would prob.:bly pos-
Lours wallz over d0lont oo L s e ':l_w ) rli iv 'l)r Ciosvern, Captuin I Vleana, . sess 4 climate nearly approaching perfection. There are two patls ]cading down to
e b".' ::!}:‘::‘ i l‘\"l' "”‘ l: (“ ‘ {Z:-:it.' o 1'. (-:'. .‘.i-bf.-,-(-.', Valley  Tiitas's Urgeenaad and Murraoor by which this portion of tie high land might apparently Le made
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to explore these paths thoroughly ; but judging froma bird's eye view obtained from a high peak

Viv adai tod tor the cuvivation e Ulifie asa ' . . |
) i called Coomaricul {clevation 8,200 feet, the grass studded with white violets
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' e e saier ] e L hangin.:g the valley, it is‘ apparcnt' that the viliages at Ungeenaad must be at a very considerable
6. The polot of eondasice of the two fine Sredns by wkicn "‘ ““ "1- o ;1;' A, o lower elevaticn ab?vc the plaing of Co;mbatore., and probably} at least 3,000 fect above the sea level.
Lall a mile, the river Loirx bere ca'lel Ly the l‘u‘.!nrs.}\m.(‘ul. \b, ra 8 ."U-;' " b The actual rise, {lxc'refOfe, to be accomplxshcd. by a Ghit cannot be more than ~1,0()0'fcct; but
Comnit falls Wity 10 coede of abiut S fetia LU Enn e gerg an, ! there are olhclr difiiculties in the way of t‘naklng this route'a good approach to the high ranges
“Yakes the pame 1 Torier e Aor . . of the Anamaula)"s at llfc present time. The Ungeenaad valley bcar's a bad name for fever, and
‘ T Tisisepe ) the cenashon of which is as rearty as poscide 600 0 Loty forms an ene one _ the foot of the let, if one were made, would pfobab]y be 39 miles from Oodoomalacottah,
- Tiisepes, l,"L vt . Lich 1o (xo'ore the sutrvancins Ligh lasds The : or at least 20 miles from any low country tow= which ran be ceesidered safe.  “Ihe Journey™
Licality for a ]'““f'(“‘fr::r (:‘:l"'i‘ 'rwjl N ( . ,Jr, u 119 1) 15 at \13\1}’ Ltin Coep nthy o - “Gncer “present circumtances may bz, therefore, sct down at (31y) 20 miles of level or
cianale is most d“i“'\"l”'r(l';c‘,g!:,:x:cf?r_T:‘r’\ l\°|(r 1 from ..Ii s \\';, : Noonseanf | P gradual ascent to Ungcenaad, added to an abrupt rise of 4,000 feet (s1y) 5 miles more.
Ma‘rch), '.’:;c‘sc'::;c'ry ‘u-.,-..lfr.!.\f,r.::::i e s.\u‘f.l‘O.I ‘:‘-l:';”:“'n;p e \-:.— e meunal e wieh ' It would, therefore, be innossible to accomplish this journey with laden coolies or bullocks in
Lo Ly ek, v bk M'Ml €zt e a8 Osteamasts Dis cnctonr s peore ; one day without the aid of a good road and a practicable Ghét, and to sleep at Ungecnaad
s s:v.t;u‘-al’ f-fi‘-""-‘s ":r‘ 1 "".‘0'1“1";* e not o e lerzrts Goraouil; its honoth s al-ue i would be arisk which few Europeans or low country Natives wou'd be disposed to run.
Yo > TonLnovcagionaras e nona anathe Lerg, ) -
i‘;‘[:i’, la)‘ls:;;r:fl, Lroa 2l about 24 mils. L osiles ”'.C ta !._'E!’c;.;,- Jostre ,.::m’ ‘li,(,:-c 'r;' i 11, Tadubitably the moxt pract'i?.n'ulc aml. éafcst method by which the whole Annamaliay
Fundreds of rivalets resning from the Sholahis in ali the ematior ravises s ‘21.'0:\\ anlan -‘u‘-‘:-- =::‘ . plateau may be opcncd'ouz to Coflee, Tca and Chinchona planters, and to gencral resort, would Le
i5 to be obtainnd from the vt forests at either end of the valley ot ut detriment O U s tocoustruct a cheap bridle-path up fhe GL&t to Poondy, and thence over the Appia Mullay ridge
woods, andin every dveciion tie eve meets o th el _3.‘;,:¢ Lullli e siies atios N T (wllcrel;'!:;*st-]l'loute wo.uld be reqmred') round _thc: base of Tan:';achec 3.[.J}:a}~' to the northern
cession of grassy knulis of which the whole plateau is con posed. ‘ end of u. hacl’s s a“lc) ; the.dna:ancc .xs between 9 and IO‘houra- w.?lk m’l'le: aggrezate, for g
8 The Lotten el the sulley, ¢specially the eastirn Lranch of i, s sieculorly 'tf vy neoas :‘3"‘ carry ":J’-}t"og_”l’)‘.‘-’"‘ anl n 20";1 “"""']o. 2l may be. called 25 wiles, .I'hIs \\.’ould probably
t':mu:!.\ rature bad iotended that B sboull Le ¢ aversed oo a ke, tie l\l‘..-".:s' I_n.:.:n : h-‘c “-?1;1n:r-c:fs:nndo ‘:)od)lxillr:?r::":;%cf]lc :g{ra(.lints,}l?‘u.l ‘!’QJ'O’“‘rS"g would be dwnde‘d “':-0 two flageS.
extreme northera ol a prowcit Gath Ul sy sy that a dam of o'y o :"',d ol whole (;islal'ceis one day § Phicehuifway, whilst it would be perfectly practicable 1o ride the
“would give a pergpondicehir depth of watir o e :!:J:'\' 150 feey, 3“{ “N;].: “"""". & , . .
POrlion‘ of the valley into a Lle withan arza cqua’ oy, if ast goeares t-'f:" “'T‘“ ' f_ (,)‘L-J‘ 12 When lh? q}lcuf?n of cnn.\tructm; ! “',g:,‘fr Ghiz for wheled conveyances comes
camurd, The westan sile of e valley s shut ia Ly ajofiy raes of m :uuh:,.j,“nl N e : furwar’d, da:s no.dou‘.;t it vtw.l at sov.r:e futu:e time, tiie ‘ine to be aopteld frcfm a northerly and
Uika Mutiay is the seost northern and the hizh st voint (elevation 8,500 foety Theie s ac ' 'J “’;ft('",;' "‘9;“0" }.s "‘3"'}:‘-’"” via [_)"0"”("1‘.‘3' a'nd along lhe. bank of tlu? Foracadivoo river,
siderable extent of tab'e lindon this range opiry o towards the westvord, and vaPyos i which :0‘” ron .t 1e north end of -\{ichufls | z:!lcy to Ehc Plal!.l near the 'Vi“ugt‘ of Annamallay,
elevation from 6,560 feet to 7,500 feet.  Much of this lund wisht eu s for b oo o [ tirouzh one co.:llmuous and gr;ldu;ley dcscc‘u‘.‘mq l’.’l"l-’?C‘, which is almirably adapted, as far
poses and cuitivation, but that pertion of it wauich hus 4 westerly aspect would Lo collit be vory as the eve can J}:d;e. l’f)r the f.ormmon of n‘(:lmf,. but when so creat an undcrtaking is contem.-
much under the inlluence ¢f the seutb-west nionscon.  Below tiisee opesnlles and naltes o f ] p!atcd: lhe, fclatwe merits 0“’}'? route'antlltnunt ”“_ Urgeenaad must Le thorougbly goue into,
densc Sholah forests stretch anay to the west and south as far as (! Ceve L. 1.; I.hc slopes :l)‘ l:'le}h'lll';s (:]" il Slees are rickly woodel; buc lhe. forest almost Wwithout
9. [Tristdthe eastward, Fonerver, that the frest situation for an Eurcicanecduny is to e exeerien s c::m‘po& o e . b Jun'blc: Lnuun’by lhc' pene of Shola, containing fuw
S S . Michael's Valles tore ot txrrnbctr lrccs‘ of ary \alu_c excepting hiere and there a Poon (Caloyphylum -lu_r/us(l/uli’cm). Itis
found.  Starting from the northern extromity of ¢ FoEre e oxcniant g, only in the immediate Vidnity of Poonachee Un:men Covi that the Sha ioti
0 o e v o T 1 . o Co : wmore va'uable d('Scrlplluns
(male by those excelent practical Lf-,..-“l* ‘..5' tiie I"-“'Y“ and i*‘”'bu") ]'1“-‘-“4 8-l Gue st of timber trees, the Teak, Ve ngay (Pterocarpusy J[ar.su[:ium ), Kurra Merd, {Lermiunlia Glubru)
Tiere is a Zracuar se fur the first four nites ¢ f'l,("“) feer, whcre the hichent icee 1y comed, ' Dlack-woud (Dalborjis Latifuiia), and some others are to be found but they arc o1e and o
a descert ten ceeuars of GO feet o shout two miles, and in the FOLGHLLT T80 1llos atr asce it ' y a: e and g']
CT5) feetisaegained and an extensive plateas s reackeld, v sverace beisbvor which, iy T.000 it
above thesea level. The patvisrenaki by ¢y in i gradeents, and niog . cartared vieren
pn it presentsttes Nt con execed the erar legy anl Liives of o reenay in ;
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crunted in size snd of rygne Sovatae, [rwedid howesdr, be dosirable that this portivn of the
forest (which lias been resslty marked ¢Tin red enthe sheteh map attacked) should bo resaved
Al cther Lepstmizht wiili wlvanta
Ta the upjer part of the Toracad wao raviee, and in these which 1ua up

ern anl westorastopes,
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by Government. ve Le made avaiiable fur Cutive, Teaar
Clirchona planting,

to the Ligh rarges onthe nots
*yation and axprt beivra mere natter of ehivice. To tle sunth there

very large Jeand, the e
¢ hind, but it Les sithin tie Travancore Loundary,

the supply of eich Lini isequal taa

i also an unlimited extent of similar lores
1%, As sk e Lilh Loe |1 e erubd be visited ur s
Las beeu reugtly parbhel CPon the wep in Lae. ‘The while of the pistean so nakeld
levation from 5,500 to 8500 feetabove the sea level. There id a peak vitibtle to
arcul Muliay, which is apparently 1auch higher sl

en from pean? on this ceen-

sion,
off varies in e
the south-cast, nearly Guae s uth ot Coon
but mountaiu peass when viewed from a distance sre very deceplive, atd it i 1o be regretted
that Lad weather and mists rendercd it impracticable to reach she smomit of the peak in
quesiion to ascertain its heizht wiih the Darometer.

15. Thelighor parts of the Annamatiaysare quite uninbabited, being culy visitedoccasiovaliy
od Moodogars, who Live in small temporery vidazes on

the slopes of the mountziss, aud who earn a livelihood by collecting incigenous productions of

the forest, and culivats - small ratches of ragee.
257 (o any thing like regular service or employment.  Future piantors

by the wandering trrbes of Poviars e
Tley are very few in number, and Lke ail

jungle tribes are v .

terefure depeisd Lpen the Lyw country fora aupply of laborers.

(Sizeed) J. MICHAEL, Ceptain,
Assistant Concervator of Foress.

must

Cimbatore,
15¢h April 1563,

RN Neven.rueaeas, Lo 7 L1862, No. 10514
1. loe Aea s Coenvnterwibeoreoydo Cantaln Mo ks oS e e
Vis it aest oz and woelal Rleport vk whi by pronced for _eneidinfernation.
2 i 13 k]
2, ThLe portion of e Awrama'lay varsed in red on the Map will be rescrved.  Tie
locaiity indicated in naragraph ¥ will be reserved for building si‘es, and will, if applications ase
received, be suitably laid out, pricr to sale,
5. Both the above tracts should be surrounded by such boundary m. tus as wid preclude
cointetiional encroachments.  The Collector will arrange accorJingly.
4 The rest of the Aunnamaliays wiil be saleable on frechold tenure under the rales of the
5:0 March 1863, No. 476, the upset prices being those sanciisueu
5 Lun.es for furest land . a s . B
S goas do. }pc: Acro ia G. 0. 25rd February 1863, No. 383, pl.s cost of survey and
beundary marks.

(5 cuel) J. D. SIM,
Secretary to Government
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