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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
16t} June 1863.

No. 258. Read the foliowing Despatch from the Right Ionorable Six C. WOOD, Bart.,
Seccretary of State for India (Revenue), to Ilis Exccllency the Honorable the Governor
in Council, Fort Saint George, dated India Office, London, 30th March 1863, No, 9 ;=

Srr,

Para. 1. I have bad under my consideration in Council your Letter of the 10 Sep-
tember last (No. 58), with which you forward to me the correspondence which has recently
1zken place on the question as to the best means of realizing returns from the works of the
Madias Irrigation and Canal Company,

2. The main point for consideration in this Department relates to the mode in which 5
return for the increased value given to the land by the application of water shall be obtained,
whether by a consolidated assessment on the irrigated land, including both land assessment and
yater cess, or by a separate water cess, to be paid in addition to the ordinary dry land
issessnient,

3. Youinform m2 that you have decilel on adhering in Kurnool to tha oll established
gstem of a consolidated assessment on irrigated land, paying to the Irrization Company the
litference batween this assessment and that which the land woald have paid if unirrig ted,

4. In issuing these orders, whic), however, crunot iamediately be acted on, Your Excel.
ency in Council appears ¢ have overlooked the repeated instructions from the Home Govern«
ment contained in the Despatches refirred to in the
margin,* that the plan of g separate water-rate,
distinet from the land assessment, should be adopted
in all easesin which it mizht be found practicable.
Jcither your Gayarnment nor the Board of Reven e suggzest that the plan is impracticable in
curnool, but the latter authority alleges that a consolidaled assessment would be more exact and

* 17th December (No. 17) 1836, paragraph 13,
O9th September (No. 8) 1857,
I5th December (No. 5) ISB_", parazrapls S to 12,
Hth Inly (No. £3) 156)
Soth Novemler (No. §2) 1851, paragraph 8,

U in its operation, and would promo:e hmmouiogs action in the distribution of the water, Why

Wis result should necessirily follow is not very clew; butI am of opinion that it mizht lead to
neenvenient differences between the Oficers of the Government and tho.e of the Lirigation
Smpany, whicli it is most des’rable to avoid.  Where the water is paid for separately from the
ml asses-ment by Ryots, who use it or not, at their option, there can be no question as to the
mount of the retwin which it yields; but where the two are mixed up in a consolidated asg

1ent, there is always room for dispute as to how much is dus to the land, and |

CSS-

10w much to the
mter. Moreover, there would s:ill be the necsssity of fixing a separate water-rate for Inam ang

ther lands not sulject to the rezular ascessment,
5. After full considcration, I have to request that your Excellency will reconsider

your pro.
eedings, and, unless some difliculty should exist in the case of Kurnool, of whic

h T am not now
ware, that you will alopt the plun of a separate water-rate, distinet from the land assessment,

£ which Her Mijesty’s Governmeut have, on more than oue occasion, expressed thejr decided

reference. It is most important that means should be at once taken to make it clear to tha

pany is altogether
eparate and distinet fiom the land assessment, and that the latter will, under no circumst inces,

e liable to be incrcased on account of the advantages which the land may derive from the
upply of water.

6. The other arrangements to which you have called my
lo not appear to require any obserrations from me,

Yyots that the payment for tiie use of the water supplied bythe Irrigation Com

attention in the letter under reply,

———

Yo. 259. ORDER THEREOYN, 16th June 1863, No. 1,056.

1. Communicated to the Board of Revenue and Acting Dire

ctor of Revenue Settlement
or their information and guidance.

Q. The Government obscrve that owing to the manner in which the Settlement operations
re being conducted in Kurnool, viz,, 5o a5 t0 show the dry as well consolidated Nunjah assess.
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I have the honoar 14 L,

N

Your most abedient, bl Nervat,
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