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wdras Government, Revenue Department,
Tth May 1862,
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el
lowing letter from Mr. W.G. McIVOR,. Superintendent Goveras
antations, to C. G. MASTER, Esq., Deputy Secretary to Govern-
dated Ootacamund, 16th April 1862, No. 125 :— -

T No. 185. Read the fol
: ~ ment Cinchona Pl
~ ment, Fort Saint George,
the honor toacknowledge the receipt of aletter from G. Ouchterlony, Esq., ad-
: Bl "\i?.i Secpetary to Government, dated 28th March 1862, and submitted to me for
-eport by Order of Government under date the 9th April l8‘62, No., 788, 7
"~ 2. Inreply, Ibegto inform the Government that no increase of pay whatever has been
: ;u@e to the ¢ ordinary labdrers” on the Neddivuttum Plantation, and therefore Mr. Ouecliter-
3e y must have either misunderstood or must have been misinformed by the person who seemed
o him to be * in some sort of charge p£ the plantations,” the only increase made by me has
' been to men who perform a certain quantity of felling per diem, and those who are able to
" perform this task have had their pay increased from 4 Aunas to 4% This arrangement has pro-
d the best results as the ingsease of pay given is less in proportion than the increase in the
H :aﬁd while we thus stimulate our workmen t.o excrtion we perform the work sooner, and
: per, than on the old rate of pay. I may me:nhon that at first a few of the strongest of our
u,diuary laborers endeavoured to perform this task; bat could not accomplish it, about 30‘
" Coorumbers only continuing daily to perform theallotted task, and these ave the only men’

~ receiving an increase of pay. 7
u_s_ In paragraph 1 of the letter under report Mr, Ouchterlony sets forth his knowledge of
‘sources from which correct information could have been obtained on the subject of his
nts, end that gentleman having elected to draw the information he lays before Govern-
from # donbtful source. can only have arisen from the knowledge that no eomplaint what-

! s';!ould have been founded on the facts of the case.
y e 5 T 4. The main charge seems to lic in my * threatenirg to raise these” the wages * to an
‘ . @ amount necessary to secure labor for the Government work," but this it was either necessary to
the undertaking altogether ; as it is obvious, work could mnot be performed
vithout laborers. The'stbject of labor is one of a very delicate nature with all Coffee Planters; -
~as the supply of this has for many years becn far short of the deman ence the commence=
ment of any work in the neighbourhood of Coffee Plantations has been viewed with mingled
j;a;rlous_y and hatred ; this feeling [ knew we would have to en ounter; and while T used every
timate means and exertion in my power Lo obtaia the necessary quantity of labor for our
plantations, and exacted also from ¢ : :
:sly prohib ted any attempt to deaw laborers from any one; and
e show ‘great consideration in this respect; and only recently
tleman's plantations offeting to bring about ninety workmen,
¢ to loase Mr. Oushterlony as they had not received pay for
Mr. Patmore to engage them vnless

ﬁel_‘-ed by Goﬂ'éé.

P

eighbourhood instigated a

prisoned for three days; e Police : :
him to arrange for bail, the case was investigated bzfore the Sub
vhen not a vestage of evidence could be adduced to establish the
d that he was acquitted, but no indemnification or apology was
gorous and false fmprisonment he was subjected to on a random
hese subjects as complaints, 1 know such actions canuot materially -
y making judicious advances, and the equitable manter in whieh our
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Proceedings of the Madras Grovernment, Rey
Tth May 1862,

enue Department,

BB AN ooy

: are treated, combined with the punctuality with which they are paid; will in a short
L4 1 rs o - . . .
Honety an be put in oyr way with reference to obtaining labor,

6. At present I am working the Dodabetta Plantation by laborers Paid § Anna per diem
less than the current rates prevailing in Ootacamund; and that the increase of labor has been

ultivation is made quite apparent by reference to the
Advertisements inserted as far back as nearly two years ago in our local papers (Oootacamyund
and Cochin papers) where 5 Annas per diem is offered to aborers to accept employment
in the Coffee Estates on the Western Ghits, uch in excess of any

have ever paid, or contemplate paying.

e tacles that ¢
time overcome all obstacles the

1 s
i vay eeted by the Cinchona ¢
in no way aftected b

ordinary |
A rate of pay m thing we

7. I have made inquiries with reference to (he
SRy S saLitcs, aad L e dnformed that for ye Y given to ordinary lnhorin:,' men viries
from 5 to 7 Rupees per mensem, thus considerably jn eXcess of the pay we give, that his contract
rates for gathering erop are such, ¥e and expert man can sarn from
day, it would therefore appear, if labor ag been raised in the %
“ beyond their general and fair rate" 136 of such increass
Planters theinselves.

rates of pay prevailing on My, Ouchter-
ars, the pa

Tto 10 Annas per
eighbourhood of Goodaloor,
appears to be attachiable to the

the ¢a

\
No, 136.

enty and by tlje seduction of ¢oolies from
2. Mr, Mclvor, to whom Me, Ouel

Aterlony’s letter was forw
Government that “ no inerease of Pay whatever hys been made t
“ Neddiwattum plantation,” ghag « the only increase made by” him vho perform
“a certain quantity of felling per diem,” and ghag « those who are able to perform th
“had their pay increased from He adds that only about

re the only men receivi
r subjéct of complaing, M,
Ny attempt to dpyy laboy
4. The Government are satisfied with

and fair rate upon
private estates,
arded for report, informs the
0 the ordinary laborers on the
“has been to men y

30 Coorumbers continue
W an increase of pay.”
MeIvor assures the
ers from any one,”

3. As regards the othe

Government that he
has “expressly prohibited a

M. Melvor's explanation on both points
(Signed) J. D, SIM,

Seoretary ¢o Govirnmeny,

is task have _

‘M!‘r
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