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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
1st May 1862.

v RE Read the following letters : —
* Bt From Captain H. R. MORGAN, Acting Conservator of Forests, to J. D. SIM, Esq.,
: : . Secretary to Government, Revenue Department, Fort Saint George, dated Camp
Manantoddy, 8th March 1862, No- 842,

SIR,
1. 1 have the honor to request you will bring to the notice of Government, the following
z i : case for their decision.
l p o ‘ 9. Captain Brine made a contract with one Chinna Rowten for the delivery of five hundred”

Dockyard planks in the end of the season of 1861 at the Colungode Numbody's slip, distant

some thirteen miles from Anamallai village, the Contractor was to receive one Rupee per cubic

foot Dockyard measurement.
3. This contract differed from all previous contracts, planks being paid for at the rate of
6 Rupees for a first class plank, and not by the cubical contents.

4. Captain Brine entered into the contract without consulting me. The contract was
not drawn up in the form given in the Manual ; further I did not approve of the contract, as 1
L considered the rate high, and it was the duty of the Assistant to cut his own planks and engage
: ¥ e - his axemen. AS advances had been made by Captain Brine I did not stop the contract, but

: | confined myself to forbidding any more contracts of the like nature.

5. In the end of November 1861 the Contractor reported to me that 300 planks were
ready for measurement, I directed Lieutenant Ouchterlony to personally supervise the measure-
ment when all the planks were at the place of delivery.

6. About the 20th of December the Contractor reported to Lieutenant Ouchterlony, that

the planks were ready for measarement ; but that Officer was unable to proceed, as he expected
to be relieved at Anamallai on the 23rd by Captain Brine, and it was his intention to proceed to
the place with Captain Brine and hand over the planks to him.

%, Captain Brine did not proceed further than Coimbatore, and there falling sick, requested
Lieutenant Ouchterlony to meet him at the place, and give over charge, this was done.

8. In January Captain Brine proceeded to Ponani, to hand over the timber to the Bombay
Agent, on his return he should have measured and reported upon the Contractor's planks, this he
failed to do, but sent his Overseer to measure and report upon them.

9. Finding that Captain Brine had disobeyed my orders, and as it was abéolutely‘ necessary
that the measurements should be checked prior to payment, and’ also the time for carting the
planks to the banks of the river'having arrived, I directed Captain Brine to proceed forthwith

- to the spot, check the Overseer’'s measurements and report upon the planks, this Captain Brine

3 # b e has failed to do ; he also declives to be responsible for any loss that may acerue to Government
Y ‘ - A : 3 by wrong meafurements on the part of the Overseer,

. 10. The planks passed last year averaged but 13 cubic feet, the Contractor’s planks

~ according to the Overseer’'s measurement actually average 23 cubic feet, if the Dockyard

Agent only allows us 13 cubic feet per plank, Dockyard measurement, then we shall have

paid on five hundred planks Rupees (5,000) five tlousand in excess ; and Government loses
that amount. Captain Brine has not reported if he has paid the Contractor in full.

, 11. Tt is in vain that I have on various occasions pointed out to Captain Brine the neces-
sity of personal supervision, 1 am met by exguses about fever and vague assertions as to what
~ others should have done. .

12. As Captain Brine's state of health is so bad, that it will not allow of his exposing himself

to the jungles for even three days, and as he declines to be responsible for any loss that may

accrue to Government, I can only recommend that he be removed, and another Officer appointed,
who is both able and willing to perform the duty.
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In reply‘to your Official Memomndnm No. 54, I have the honor to inform you that the
healthy workin :

/;; /’;/ﬂa_{, ]Gﬁ /ﬁ:/“w
T A et
/ DRy

t &y
Y}

/ | l*"//;uz /4 _.‘_ meorf;'. /m«é}d

TR,
; /,{{ Ao 8/5 7% Nk A
DO ecr Lo 0 ]

| i s ;/é:/’lf-; N'.I//ﬂ' “

P SN e

’:':'*' AN v \\“\U .~ 2 l\’ ::\\%

. i °450n in the A Forests begins in July and ends i November, and that
the Super-mtendent should remajn on the Ammu!:f'fm, July to November. In the unhealthy
months, viz,, from December to 5 une the Superintendent's time should be passed as follows :—
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Secretary to Government.
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