4 AY

!. ) 1
) : . - " M.R.O; 14—10,000~21-6-23 ’
, \ o . ’ S

MADRAS RECORD OFFICE.
)4-. " . ' I A »- - ) - _ . ‘
- e M “ . LY $ . \ ’ .‘
\ . s | , . ) (\
\ \ ro! R .

. Government of Madras, =

-

) RN
.
1

N EMDEPARTMENT. N
¥ ¢ , N - , . - ) . B s, *’ ) - . \ - -

~

" Not fo be folded or mwughly' fhandl'e'd | | 4

) h - ¢
o ‘ . ’ o . . -
. R . . .




>~

N L A I I e O A PN P I e o $ S,

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Depariment, .
Tth April 1662. C oLt

P R o e

———

No. 110.- I’:ead the following Proce.edings of the Board of Revenue, dated 1st March 1862,
' No. 1,420 :— -

Read the following letter from J. SILVER, Esq., Collector of 'I:innevelly, to W. HUDLE-
STON, Esq., Secretary to the Board of Revenue, Madras, dated 12th February 1802,

No.6l.
SIR, _ -

1. With reference to the Board’s order of the 30th ultirpo,'No. 708, subjoiued to the Pro-
cecdines of Government under date the 28th idem, No. 121, T have the honor to forward a copyef
the en:ire report and finding of the Deputy Collector, Mr. Underwood, on the result of the inquiry
held by him, into the charge of over-valuation of goods at the Tuticorin Custom House, and

Al r

that proper receipts are not granted for payments made.
2. .The Ist paragiaph of the Deputy Collector's finding, about the duty charged on the -
planks imported from Colachiin Travancore, not being clearly or fully expressed, I beg to explain

the same. - : )
8. Certain planks were landed at Tuaticorin on the 31d June, as per Clearance granted at the

- Custom House at Colachi. The owner having no money on hand to pay the Customs duty, '

requested the Chowkeydar to give him five of the planks for the purpose of selling them and pay-
ing the Custors duty, and the Chowkeydar cowplied with his request. After four days the
owner came’to the Chov:keydar,ﬂand requested him-to give him four planks more, but the
Chow'keydar refused and ordered him to pay the duty at once on 71 planks, being the number
given in the Manifest and Clearance. Some days afterwards the owner brought Rupees 38-1-7

" and paid the'same to the Chowkeydar, but on counting the planks, as there were three in excess

of the number given'in the Manifest, the Chowkeydar demanded an extra duty of Rupees 4.0-10.
The owner was unwilling to pay the same in the first instance, on the ground that the three planks
formed part of those given in the Manifest, but the Chowkeydar having insisted on the payment
of extra duty, ho paid it after a few days delay, and the duty was brought to the public account

* on tyo different days, viz., the 28th June, and Gth August, being the dates on which the duty
was paid, and two Rowannahs, were granted for the same. '

4. From this it will be observed that the usual Rowannahs were granted for the sume of
Rupees 38-1-7 and 4-0-10, which make the total of Rupees 42-2.5 paid by the parties.

5. Thereisa pretty large Europcan commnunity at Tuticorin, and the merchants would not
fail to bring to my notice any marked irrégularity, if such really existed in the Custom House.

From W. E. UNDERWOOD, Esgq., Deput} Collector of Tinnevelly, to J. SILVER, Esq.,
Collector of Tinnevelly, dated Tuticorin, 14th November 18G1. )
Sir, N

1, Ihave the honor herewith to forward the result of my inquiry onthe several charges
preferred against the Sea Custowms subordinates of Tuticorin, by vne Motha Brothers of this place,

,"1“\ which I hope will meet with your approval. .

. I takethe liberty of here stating, that I am of opinion that the charges were brought
through“enmity, by complainant ; and I think you will on perusal of the documents see the absur-
dity of some of the charges made by the pMsecutor. Oue charge, that of receiving a fee of (1)
one Rupee (2) two Annas, for Port clearance by the Gumadshta, Shroff, and Peons, I consider as
established, but there 1s no direct proof ; each wituess states on solemn affirmation that they have

+ on several gceasions paid-the sum, but cannot name any witness, who ever saw them give the

money, so there is actually only their individual evidence to the statement ; Ishould have recom-
mended a punishment for this to the parties receiving the amount, but I think a sufficient punish-

. ment will be made in the removal of the parties, for altbough no doubt remaining on my mind °

that they did rqceive the fees as stated, yet it seems to have been a mamul here, to give the fee,
and I think it was oftener tendered, than asked for, and was received asa matter of course,
withoutany theught by the parties, that they were acting wrongfully.
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No. 111. Oxper THEREON,

The Government coincide with the Board i, thinlin
in this matter. The conduct of the Chowkidar, howevcr,
mitted, does not show in quite so favorable g light as wag ¢
M:. Underwood’s report sent up in the first instance,

“th April 1862, x,, TT0.
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_. No. 1,420,

. ., Submitting a letter from the Collector of
’ ' - L Tinnevelly forwarding report of his Salt Depu-
: . "ty onthe result of the inquiry held by him in-
) to the charge of over valuation of goods at the
Tuticorin Custom* Hlouse, and directing the Col-

Tector ta notify publicly &t Tuticorin that the

demand of the fees for Port Clearance formerly

improperly received hag w.mms strictly pro-
hibited.
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