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Proceedmgs of the Madras Government, Revenue Department
28th Februarg/ 1862. F:
o . - N T
Read the jpllowmg Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 23rq January 1862
e No. 556 4 : — ' :

vﬂg Abstract of the Rephes of the severa.l Collectors to the Board’s Cireular,
) 8th February 1861, requesting to be informed whether Flax j s grown to any
, t&-x extent in any of the Districts, and what measures the Collectors would recommend
fot its emungement, with reference to the Government Order i in the Revenue Department 3
" No. 257, dated Ist February 1861, directing the Board to
take such action as they may congldet fitting, in respect of
- Mr. Cope's suggestion regarding the cultivation of Flax on the

- high lands of this Presidency. :
R 1. - No Flax is grown in this stmcr but the Collector
: , Gnux. p ~ believes that it might be successfully cultivated in Goomsar,
: ”" el,dmdm “"“"nﬂ . ‘Sooradah, Purla Kimedy, and the Hill ‘Zamindarfs, where
‘experiments on a smaii scale might be qade, if good foreign seed be procured. Any experi-
i »for the pment : d, however, be postooned as great eﬂ'urts ‘may be exPeeted on

£ of the M&eheuer Agwcm,mn for the caltivation of Conou in Indxa. .

F!a; is not gmwfa in the low cotmtry. but is la_:ge] y
d above the ghits for its seed. The use of its fibre
more or less known as the Gudabahs (a hill tribe)
f linen yarn. Beyond Galikondah there are plains
e Mysore country, where it could be grown to any

to epoﬂ: fnrther on he sub)ecty after hts visit to_.Jeypoor and the hill tracts.

Kistya Distal ‘ Sm of deees 780 Wefe culuvated mth Flax by the Ryox.s
861,
v 1u.dmd ABﬁJ.G ~ solely for eeding their catfle oil is seldom extracted from the

~ seed, and lgo"valne of !he ﬁbredaqs not appear to be known at all. The cultivation is so
b hmﬁed and«. ; mﬁt’ on .lt as now gmwn 50 much smaller t.han the profit denvable from

-~

Rt Fla:x is not grown to gny extent in this District, nor
has the Coﬂector any measures to suggest for its' encourage-

mant. likely to be attended with sticeess. p
- 6. Flaxis only cultivated to a small extenﬁ, along with
=T vothet produce on account of its seed, which is gencrally used
~for feeding cattle, and sometimes for maklng oil. 'Pqencoutage
ru: ‘;‘nonld be eata'blished and sncha puce oﬁ'emd;-u would make u

nllages in fhe '
Mysore, and is used for the manufac
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t:.l\:x;. bCope seems to think .that it can be successfully cultivated in the Mysore plateau, it
felgt ; e w.ortlll whx.le to try it on the Palmanair up-lands, which are however from 700 to 1,0’00
& oeumc;we;- mhe e\-ra;xon, and much wore sparingly visited by the south-west moisoon, than the

y further inland. Requests to be supplied with a small quantity of seed for expgrimem,

SoutH Arcor.

No. 159, dated 7th December 1861. 1. In Fasli 1270, 23 acres of land, beari: g an aggregate

SERE iy R :SSESSm(.ant of 120 Rupees, were cultivated with ‘lax, which is
¥ e District for making gunoy. Doubts that any encouragemer from Govern-
ment would lead to extended cultivation,

: 12, In Fasli 1270 about 223 acres of land assessed
lln the aggre%ate at 1,219 Rupees were cultivated with Flax,
55 acres of this extent being i

the Tritrapandi Taluq, where the soil being very poor the FT::gi;n éﬁftivlj::iar:l:iiﬁzxin alfrrtfz:
?he excellent manure its withered leaves and roots afford, The soil of the District pene);ally
is not particularly well adapted for the culture, the expenses attending which, to etger with
the labour involved in the separation and preparation of the fibre, leave but a’ smagll margin of
profit. Is not sanguine that there is much prospect of the cultivation being extended. X

TaNJORE.
No. 168, dated 19th June 1861

13. Isnot grown inthe District, and until som~ experi-
_ments shall have been made, the Collector can offer no...:. ion

as to how its cultivation might be encouraged. =2
o

TRICHINOPOLY.
No. 43, dated 26th March 1861,

<MLL 14. Is not grown in the District, but if supplied with seed

- X 1 . L

No. 61, dated 23rd February 1861. the Collector will try it in the upper and lower Palnis, and on
the Serumslai Hills ; the only places in the District where it would

* be likely to succeed.

i 16:dn fosli 1270, 263 acres were culgvat«,h with Flax.
No. 127, dated 1st May 1861. The Collector is not prepared to propose any measure for its more
extensive cultivation, as the supply is at present st ‘etly limited

to the demand for it from the gunny weavers resident in the District, for the manufac re of guuny
and ropes. . ;

16. Is not grown, nor is it likely to succeed in any part of
i nd g:t'e“‘i“l‘,;;‘*ine P the District, excepting the Neilgherries, where itthrive, we .ingood
. land. Forwards copy of a letter from Mr. Melvor in -hich it

is stated that some of the specimens grown by him were forwarded to the late Doector: 2oyle in
England, and where there valued at 28£ per ton,-or nearly equal to the best Russian Fiax. The
high charge of carriage, the ignorance of the natives in the preparation of the fibre, and the diffi-
culty of inducing them to cultivate a plant so little known to them as Flax, are mentioned by
Mr. McIvor as drawbacks to its profitable cultivation on the Hills, where, he thinks, it will never

be fully entered into as a branch of agriculture, .

17. Mr. Mclvor alludes to the saperior quality of the fibre of the Neilgherry Nettle as
commanding the high price of 45 to 50£ per ton in the rough state, and well worth theencourage-
ment of Government for its cultivation. The Collector aceordingly suggests that Covernment
should offer a prize or premium of 100 Rupees for I cwt. of good Nettle fibre.

2 18. In Fasli 1270, 106 acres were cultivated with Flax.

SALEM. r}\be d d f 3o 3 ﬁ d . » N

No. 118, dated 29th June 1861, , emand for it is confined to the District, and the profit
. derived from its cultivation is 4 Rupees per acre, which is con-
siderably below the profit usually derived from the cultivation of
Raggi or Paddy. Ifhigher prices could be givenin the Jocal market more Flax would be brooght
to it. 'There are vo special impediments in the District tending to discourage the cultivation of

the plant,

-
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19. Is not grown to any material extent, the soil

N Cax . . . i

No. 38, d‘;‘t‘;‘;‘&g“j;l 1861, being unsuitable for its culture.
Sotrin CANARA 20. Cast prejudices, and the exhausting nature of
: the crop prevent its cultivation by others than a few

No 47, tiuted 15th April 1861.
fishermen who use hemp for ma

produced in Fasli 1270 is estimated at 404 maunds.
21. Is not grown in any part of the District,

king their fishing nets and lives.  The probable quantity of Flax -

MALABAR. . ,
No. 80, dated lTlI:ApriJ 1861, but the Collector infers from the hemp being cultivated
to a large extent in Shernad, Ernad, and Betutnad, that

the Flax would thrive in well selected localities in the District, and requests that a supply of

seed be forwarded to him for experiment.
99. Some seeds received by the Collector in March 1843 from the Secretary to the Agri-

Horticultural Society was distributed in the District to Messrs, Brown, Baber, and Lancaster,
for trial, but the only gentleman from whom Mr. Grant is now able to glean any information is
Mr. Brown, who states that the seed did not germinate owing to its indifferent quality.

—t

1. It thus appears that Flax is cultivated in only ten

® Vizagapatam. { : K
gOg;V;gh District- Districts* of this Presidency, and but to avery limited extent
udaaa .
Bellary- in them.
outh Arcot. . e s " >
;,_,.,,. i 2, In Vizagapatam it s cultivated chiefly as an oil seed,
gﬁnﬂenf' which is also the case to some eXtent in Cuddapah, where,
gt . . s i@ 9
North Canara- as well as in Godavery District, it 1s used for feeding Cattle.
Bt thome: In Vizagapatam, however, the use of its fibre in the manufac-

ture of [abries is not unknown, as the Collector states that the Gudabah females (a hill tribe) are

clothed with a coarse lingn of their own making.

In Bellary, South Arcot, and Tinnevelly gunnies are manufactured from its fibres.

3.
4. In Tanjore itis prized for the excellent manure which it leaves and roots supply.
5. In South Canara its fibres are used for making fishing nets and lines, and probably the

use is made of it in the adjoining District of North Canara.

urposes to which it is applied in his District.
y of soil for its production, the Collectors of Ganjam, Vizagapatam,
batore, Salem and Malabar, are of opinion that the plant would
but in this as in every other case, to induce the Ryots to
y demand at remunerative rates in the local market,

sane

6. The Collector of Salem does not state the p

v, As regards suitabilit

North Arcot, Madura, Coim
grow well in parts of their District,
there must be a stead

engage i its cultivation, ; .
8. As stated in the Abstractsome specimens of Flax grown on the Neilgherries by Mr. McIvor
were forwarded to England where they were valued * at 98£ per ton or nearly ‘al to the best

Russian Fiaz,” but certain drawbacks were anticipated by Mr, Melvor t, its profitable cultiva-
tion by the natives. In Salem also the Collector states that there are no special impediments to
the cultivation, but that the profit now derived from it is only 4 Rupees per acre, which is Tess

than that obtained by the cultivation of other products. ;
9. With reference to the Neilgherry Nettle,

g i . 3,230, dated 715t June 1861 )
3&&233@?33,“ o bz,o . 146, ‘,, oth July alluded to by the Collector of Coimbatore, the
gﬁﬁ'f"}‘g‘,,i".,“{'ﬁ?e," 3’77‘;’ » 16:31 R Board have caused a specimen of the fibre

. m J Y 5 ¥ 4 ol
y , ’ to be prepared under the supervision of

Janvary 1862, No- 90.
Board's letter to Mr, Shubrick, No- 144, dated $th Jan. 1862y, npelvor, which they have forwarded to the

Local Committee for the Great Exhibition of 1862.
10. The Collector of Madura was requested to report on the Nettle, which the. Board
' understood grew luxuriantly on the Palni Hills, but
From Collector, No. 247, dated 30th September 180,  from his reply it appears that it grows in only ome
hat as the fibre has never been prepared in the District, he is unable to state

L4

small village, and t
what its cost weuld be.
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Floaeis OIS oriotiadi, 20tk pil 1681, ; 11.- The Seeretary to the Agri-Horticultural
From Se%retary h?gri-ﬂoniculmnl Society, Societys at Madras has offered to procure a supply of
2,803, 2nd May 1861. . X NS
Boffd'i p,.o'ce;lng:{}o_ 2,997, 5th June 1861. good English or Continental Flax seed for distribution

From Secy. Agri-Horticultural Society, No. 140, { . o § f b
8th o(,ggbe,. 1861, - el , in the Districts, and on re(felpt of his reply as to the
Board's Proceedings, No. 5,858, 24th October 1861.  probable cost, the Board will apply to Governm:ut for

sanction to incur the expense. In the meantime a small quantity of Neilgherry, Bangalore, [ris’

i an j 1 i the
From Secretary Agri-Horticultural Society, 10th d_ Punjaub grov.vn -St‘ged has veen received fron_a
July 1861. P g gociety, and been distributed to the Collectors of Coimba-
’ i . 3,658, 11 ly 1861. i :
?,":,{," ‘s;’;zf::gmfg’ﬁ_%o,&;ﬁum%wag’ fgtlh tore, Salem and Madura for trial on the Hill ranges »%
o heir Districts ; they will i i t the res
Board's Proccedings, 6th December 1861. £ . FAIEY in due time repor
From Secretary Agri-Horticultural Society, 21st  The sanction of Government o the cost (Rupees 69-12-0)

Bo&ﬁ%zx,}g,’ 34k Dessuiber 1501, g of procuring the Punjaub seed has already been solizited

in the Board’s Proceedings, No. 7,186, dated 24th Dzcember 1861. -
(A true Extract,)
(Signed) W. HUDLESTON, Secretari

e e

No. 549. ] ORDER THEREON, 28th February 1862, No. 436. |
1. Ordered that a éopy of this report be furnished to Mr. Henry Cope, with refere -
his letter, dated 24th December 1860, and that it be laid on the Editor’s Table.
2. The Board of Revenue will submit to Government in due course full reports <
results of the experimental cultivation of Flax.

3. With reference to paragraph 17 of the abstract of the replies of the several Colle: =
and paragraph 7 of the Board’s Proceedings, Mr. McIvor will be requested to furnish afull re Tt
e

on the Neilgherry Nettle, giving all particulars as to the mode of cultivation, produce per -
and mode of treatment for production of the fibre, &c.

(Signed) J. D. SIM,

Secretary to Governmeé

» Keverend J. R. Mactarlane, M. A., Secretary to toe Agri-Horticultaral Society.
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8. As stated in the Abstract someé m.v,nams_mi of Plax grown on the Nilgiris by Mr. McIv
were forwarded to England where they were valued * at 28¢ per ton S._zmm.za. na:wbmm.m,.v ..c %
Rassian Flax,” but certain drawbacks were anticipated by Mr. Melvor to jtg vwo.m..azzm ctiliic mo =
the natives. In Salem also the Collector states that there are no speeial impediments (o “rs E“ v...
vation, but that the profit now derived from it is only 4 Rupees per acre which is ] Y a:.:-
obtained by the cultivation of other products. , “ A

Board’s Proceedings, No 3.230, dated 21st June 1861 . 9. "ith reference t h 1ot
Gollector’s letter, ,, 146, w,  9th July = , ' 10 the Nilgiri
Board's Proceedings, ,, 3,775, ,, 16th e = Netile, alluded to F.< the Collector of

Collr. of Salem’s letter , 3, » 4th, in Cous, 1lth Jan- Coimbatore, the B
| ke 1608, 2o o . ’ oard have caused 5
Board’s letter to My, Shubrick, No. 144, dated Sth Jan. 1862.  specimen of _._.a fibre to be prepared under

% he supervision of Mr, Mclvor, which the
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