g - 1 4 “+ -
- - N
P
. . o
. s !
5 . DN
. - 3
\ B
. . y
- . - \
-4 3
A >
N N - T
. . .

Ad . - N -
o . .
! .
N . - .
. v
- - .
- A "
- R -,
s
- i ,
-
. - N
. . ,

RECORD OFFICE.

v *

’ N 1 . ¥ ¢ N
Af( - &
- \ ' - .
. ! N " i
B M.R.0, 14—10,000—31-4-22
’ e “ “ h N * !

it 3 R . R

: ' A N -

\

- N . . - 1 . Y
. oo . 3 P . . . , . - .- ~
“ , . F ) . ‘ i . ( o g LT
9 : LT . ~ A N
: PR o . - : v ’ . L 2 . - . .
' : 3 B " \ A N - , . . .~
> - ‘ [ N h N - . A . - N -
- - ’ . ————————————————at , . A
- . - - A . ' Iy
- - ’ ™ - . . A PR .
N - - . . cx - "~ .
N » 7 | » { ' ;W - L
' N O s . iy - . A N
~. 7 ; - ) .
- . . , B . .
B ¢ + . 4 ° . 3 o . , , R
. . ‘ ' . ! ' - ’ . N A .
. R v " Lo . o } C e
: P 4 , ™ - .
v r ~
v , b G ‘ \ ) ‘
“ =~ -, .
o over o
N o 1 - ¥
- . N \ B . . i . -
7 s . ¢ - -t , ; i - )
) ' - - | A ‘ L -t .o
. ' N ' E . ° . .
. T - 4 - T ~ ' ' ' o r i
v - ‘ R - ’ v
. N - £ - ~ N
- N ‘ - ' “ ~
| B K | DEPARTMENT
ST / Voot T .
. R ) ’(; A . .
~ ~ X \ . R . In ; -, - . - i N\ . N
. ! : v, - X \ . s ! 5
- s N - ‘ P ! 4 , - R ) ~ -
. LY i . . .t . . S , e o "
N L \ - -
s SRURY _— :
- : B . ‘ . '
~ E . . ,
' L Cor G.Oo NO' E; -~ 8 ?/ e ' .
- . s - N
: ) v <, ’ rY -
o 4 - . LT B - , N
- I - N - .
: | A44.2446 ’ ‘~ o
\ i < Tt ¢ ‘ . .
- e . ~ ; \ , vy ~. ~ ~ X
.. r . N . . ‘ b '
) s . ‘o . : .
: ¢ - e . & e . «
. . - . . \
; ‘ Dated N A S - e cy
- ’ - . ~ . " .
N ) .
AT T . ’ RO
- . N f . . v -
A = - ~ .o~ -, ‘ ~ . - - .
“ . v, L EY A K e , ‘\1 . . . 2, ) R R
w1 ., - . . PR ' N [ f ] .
. . . N N . 1 - S
1) { . ( 1 N . v .- -
) R P e, T e - - [ N ) N
- . . ' R R [
- . > . .
. et - hid “
y U « 7
A N E"l . .
[ . .
- . + . AN
. N ¥
- : . B _ ' - B N N
. , - . .- v v :
N o4 4 - ! e . ! N - - N - n
s \ . PR . . N
N > - r > ¢ N < \
[ ' » T / ’ s L - N
R . PN . N J . . . . A v
\’ ) . - ) B ‘ ‘\‘yr . } ) . .
' - k3 + oAl et t ‘ N .. N .
{ o L , . . .0 . - t » ; . . -
! 1% { + . o - . s < P o R B . .
2 . vvi £ : . ' ; T : 4 " v ° ‘ Tyt 7,
» T, _ ’ . . P . . K , . - . - .
. ) s - - - } o - )
. - o - . ;- . N : “ oo e
i ’ R s - i - ) d . . 1 o \ A o N . N N - “ .. L
A .. RSN 4 B . M . . 0 .
‘ - . N - .ot . x > .
N ’ v i ' v H ;TN
P . N . e e K & .
_ ' G- < s, - ) . . . . . :
Ty i ~ T - . -~ Lo - had R * . § N . . }v
o N I . ‘ ! - L oo e N , ‘
- . ~ ‘l . i g ~ . e N - N I . R . .-
‘ N i . ’ N o, A . 3 ‘- N .
’ X y e AR s - .
* ) \ ‘ Lt ; . * N . ':\ - TR X .~
- . IS \ S L. .
. . “ . ; "
. N . . \ - . - P i ’c .o B R . ‘ R A
L. : Lo / < < - L.
- - I } L. P - . N
! » . PN L t Y * . !
. - ~ B ‘o - i [ <
- - . N K y . ’ . e 3
v - e ‘n N B ~ o :
- ’ N A A
o 3 N W i , . - - oL ~ \ .
' - - » . K ; P ; N ' . ..
i -
- . ~ ) Lo N v * - . . N . T * - ! h N s
- N * 1 N ’ LI > - I
\ - , )- . e R
! o L . . \ ¢ N 2
) . L) N N o . - " - . *
! ’ . 2,0 N A o . - . .
b v N S . A .
. ‘ A " ) . . S Yo . . - « . =
: . ) - - R T L .
b , ) ~ s, ~ . K N v R
o . . | ' , L
. 130 N - o ,
Rt e .- ¢ N - T Nm YN * B . . ‘ - -
i) YL W e s . C~ ’ . '
< e ) i . . / N . A .
. CaTin, - Cg - N -\ . -
B . . - ' : b ) T ) - :
] . « . + - \\ - N . -
. , , L NN B f . - c
£y - :
’ F] «'E’_s” A ,'5', N - L L,
. ~ ~ - .



e

‘
R

.

1 N v s
P AR

N P ~ .
v L TR et T

~

)

g |

1y

et

..

13

- .
.

PR

L
Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,

: 29nd February 1862.

E)

 No. 444. Read the following letter from W. HUDLESTON, Esq.,
‘ of Revenuve, toJ. D- SIM, Esq., Secretary to Government,

. ‘ . ’ .
; dated Chepauk, 16th August 1861, No. 4,476 :—

#*

Sig, .

1. I am directed by t
i e~ July” 1861, No:
* 1n Consultation 25th July 1861,

No. 4,641 on the a]{peal made to the e
Community of Cochin, for a remission of

e

~ proved to have been .purch

e i = A S A o A e B

Secretary to the Board

Revenue Department,

-t

he Board to rgply to the Government Proceedings, dated 24{th-
1,475,” Revenue Department, calling for a report
Supreme Governinent by the Mercantile

duty on Cocoanut oil

ased for export prior to the promulgation of the new Tariff which fixed

the value for duty at Rupees 14 per cwt,, the Tariff value previously rulling at that port\having

. been Rupees 15+ per Candy of 5cwt.”

’

e

»

9. The subject has already been submitted to Government in the Board’s Proceedings of

- 18th February 1861, No. 907, but the facts of the case will be briefly stated here.

No. 1,821. .
: ’ . the port of British Cochin and connected

[ communication threatened  to interfere seriously with the trade of the

Tariff values for‘duty at the latter place were modified to the extent propoesed by him to place
. the duties on an equality with those of the Rajdv.cuwmonmr o S

PR TS i

_ 4. In the Collector’s Statement, the * preseﬁﬁ‘td?v"ﬂ.u'z;{io‘n" of Cocoanut oil in
" British Cochin was entered at Rupees 13 per candy, which it was proposed to reduce to Rupees15. *-

PR

3. On 7th October 1841, the Doard submitted to Government a letter from the then Collector
of Malabar, pointing out that the re-opening of the port of Mul-
lapuram in the Cochin Sircar territory north of, but closely adjoining

with it by inland water
British port unless the

e we = LW -~ -

vemany NATY e T T,

This Candy, according to Mr. Bayley’s Memoran

Cochin maunds of 27} lbs.
The Malabar maund howe

‘less than 5 cwt.

’
'

dum of weights and measures, contains 20
weight each at least, and would thus be equal tolbs. 515, or lbs. 15
ver weighs bs. 323.

The valuation of Cocoanut il

3

 thus rated was about Rupees 3 per cwt.

. 5. The Collector’s proposal wass
dated 5th July 1842, No. 824, Revenue Department, and, except as modified in regard to the

| jmport trade by the general introduction of the Bengal Tariff in 1854, the rates then sanctioned

continued to determine the duties until the publication of the revised Tariff in December last,
* when, in reply to a Telegram from the Collector, the Board informed him that all pre-existing

: Tarifls were superseded by it. oo , .

»

6. ‘Subsequently on 24th December, the Collector addressed the Board on the subject of the
; effect produced by this change on the Cocoanat oil trade, and more especially by its sudden
introduction, and he forwarded numerous letters addressed - to him oa- the subject by the Cochin

s Metchants, in which much stress was laid on the extent and suddenness of the change., The

. *Board desired the Collector to report on the previous valnation, and on the authority for its

* adoptio

"unexpected W

hen the esistence of the Committee for the revision of the Tariff was so generally

: known,

and they submitted t

he Collector’s ep

ly to Government in_their Proceedings of .

-

]

he Tariff of

anctioned by Government for adoption in their Proceedings, -

n, but at the sa,r.ne(time expressed their doubt as to extensive changes in the Tariff being

0y

* 18th February last above quoted. .

iy "~ 7. Inthose Proceedings they pointed out that the Tgriﬂ'val\;ation of Rupees 14 per cwt. was -
. equivalent to Rupees 62 per Candy of 1bs. 500, or Rupees 70 per Candy of 5 cwt., and that the
average price of Cocoanut oil at Madras for the last ten years was Rupees 76} per Candy of 500 1bs.

v . the extreme variations having been between Rupees 53 and Rupees 99, and the lowest price in any

LT

“of the las

¢ seven years having been Rupees 0.

a8

- . Vol - -
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
22nd February 1862,

8. They called on the Collector for a Statement of the Malabar prices for the last three
years, and the following Statement is taken from his reply :—

Price of Cocoanut oil per Candy of 560 lbs. for the last three years.

Calicut. . Cochin.
Retail price. ; Market price. © Wholesale. --| - Market price.
o . ;
.. TS b RS. AP, " ms. T RS.. A. P.
1837-58..cc....0t el 75 to 80 ! 69 2 10 6t 67T 8 O
1858-59..cnvercnf 75 1082 | 70 0 0 623 65 10 0
1859-60....c0c0nuen. 85 t095 | w2 2 % 651 69 9 0
Average, . 781 to 854 _l 07 0 64 ——67 9 0 —j

—_— —ne —

9. The Cochin wholesale price was given by an European Firm there. At Calicut there is
scarcely any wholesale trade in the article. The Collector observed * most of it seems to find its
way to Cochin, whence it is exported direct to the English and Continental markets,” and inde.
pendently of the attractions of the important trade carried on at that port, the extreme difference
in the Tariff valuation of the articles for export duty offered necessarily the strongest induce-
ments for trade to be so diverted. °

10. The Board can find nothing on theit records to explain the every low valuation put on

the article by Mr. Conolly in 1841, butitisevident from the foregoing that the Cochin Merchants
have since then and until the present time been paying duty on a Tariff value of Rupees 15 for

what probably at the market rate has averaged not less than Rupees 50 wholesale, and has for,

some years past been upwards of Rupees GO.

11.  The Collector’s Statement above quoted purposes to be for the Candy of 5'cwt. or 560 1bs,
but the Candy of 20 maunds will at the Cochin maund of 27} lbs, equal 545 lbs., or at the Malabar
maund of 33} lbs. equal 6501bs. Whatever may be the weight used, there can be no doubt that
the Merchants must have hitherto benefited largely by an extreme undervaluation for duty,
and that the Tariff value of Rupees 70 per candy of 5 cwt. is not unsuited to the Cochin market,

12. It remains to offer an opinion on the claim advanced by the Merchants for a remission
of duty on the quantity of oil purchased for export prior to the publication of the revised Tariff,

13. There can be no dont, from what has been stated above, that the caleulations of the
Merchants engaged largely in the oil export trade from Cochin must have been seriously affected
by the change, and although they probably have been unduly favored formerly in comperison

with other ports in British India, the Board do not think that this is a sufficient reason for
denying them relief in the present instance, :
14.  The case is one that, in the Board's opinion, merits liberal consideration, and they-would
recommend that the old Tariff value be allowed to stand in the case of all oil (Cocouanut) proved
to the satisfaction of the Collector to have been purchased_on contracts that were concluded
prior to the publication of the revised Tariff at Cochin. - e

15. No smaller measure of relief will, in the Board's opinion, meet the equitable require-

ments of the case. e

No. 445. Orper Tuskeoy, 22n0d February 1862, No. 386.

1. Ordered that the following letter be despatched to the Government of India.
2. A copy of it will be furnished to the Board of Revenue, with reference to the fore-
going Proceedings.

(Signed) C. G. MASTER,
Deputy Secretary to Govcrnment.
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
22nd February 1862,

Ordered that the following letter be despatched : —

No. 446. From J. D. SIM, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Fort Saint George, to the
Secretary to the Government of India, Financial Department, dated 22nd February
1862, No. 38%.

SIR,
1. I amdirected to furnish the following report with refcrence to the orders of the (Fovern-
el L ment cf India in the Financial Department, No. 7,413, dated
Le(‘)%of”];’::efi:‘g:gs sctﬁcﬁ{:yig?ﬁl}m 8th June 1861, forwarding copies of the documents warginally
Do. from Messrs. Lawson, Brothers& Co.  noted, and calling for information on the subject to which
dated 8th May 1661, they referred, more particularly as regarded the statement of’

the Cochin Chamber of Commerce, that a specially low Tariff was in force at that Port prior-to

the 20th December 1860.

2. 1In 1841 it was reported by the Collector of Malabar that the Cochin Government.
had re-established a Port at’ Malliapuram, in the immediate

vicinity* of the British Port of Cochin, and that as their

ratest of Import and Export duty weie considerably lower than

those ruling at Cochin, a portion of the trade was diverted from

its usual course to the evident detriment of the latter Port.

* Five miles distant.

+ 3 per cent. on Exports.
4 per cent. on Imports.

3. " In pursuance of the policy which had been determined upon in 1819, viz., that
without questioning the right of the Cochin Government to form Ports wherever they pleased
in their own dominions, we should, in case any new Port was formed in our neighbourhood,
take measurcs Tor. preserving the continuance and welfare of our trade, by bringing our
duties to a level. with theirs, the Collector submitted a Mentorandum of reductines which
ne tecommended stoutd be made 1n some of tae more ;Lﬂnyux tans Cociin chatges,  Detween sty
and forty articles were enumerated, and in juxtaposition with the picsent and piropused vaiua-
tic}is, he marked the charges at the Port of Malliapuram.

, 4. This latter information could not be obtained however for some of the items. Among
these was ** Cocoanut Oil ;" the then valuation of which in the British Cochin Tariff was 18 Rupees
per ‘““ candy,” and that proposed, Rupees 15: it was noted in the margin that in the Réji’s
Tariff the oil being entered in local measurss, the relative capacity of which with our * candy”
was not known, no exact comparison could be instituted, but that the reduction proposed was

' with reference to ** Khoppras,”$ a kindred article, and mighs be

3 The dried Kernol of the Coconnut. o idered sufficiently exact

” - . A -
§ Estract Minntes Consultation 5th 5. This Government on the recommend:’ilmn.of the Boafd,
July 1842, No. 824, Revenue De- ©Of Revenue§ sanctioned the proposed alterations in the Cochin

artment. . R
P Tariff, and these rates were only altered on the receipt of the
\ {1 25 13 ‘g,éé l , revised general Tarif issued at
i . i 2 2o © H
< |, =2 E;:H s . i the end of 1860, and declared
-2 = 9 f}.o M ey 1
Articles. f ‘ Eso (B5523 Remarks, | applicable to all Buitish Indian
; S - ,:ir-%?%.\,%;f.%gk.,‘...ﬁu i Ports. _
—~ S EEx ELEgE |- P T e
,5' '_-9-'3 2E 88 [ 6. The effect of this alter-
01y | t aticn as regards some of the
O RS Ao P} R8s, AL P, ! . g . -
' ! * E j chief articles of export is
Coconnut Otleeee eaveee... 1 3701 0f 13 100 ! <hown in the marsinal State-
Fish Ol cevve ceeonenvenn) 1| 4 101 0 0 | o0 0l Levied adwalorem at shown . )_ margt o
1eBVy Peppor.. veeevenassy 1] 9 i 0} of 18 | 0/ 0 Rapees 33. ment, which is taken' from a
sapan Wood...u coqeeeef 11 2101 0] 4 [0 0O .
Dry Ginger..... v.veueee..] 1, 4100 0 6 ol o letter|| received from the Col-
Do, refined...ec.ooeoeurf 1 010 0f 10 [0l 0 lector of Malabar in February
Coify 1st BoTtecssaenss o 1l 2 'Ol 0
Do. 20d 80Tbes oe wmecnease| 1} 1 ‘9 710 jooDo dn. at7, g and last
Do. 8rd gorbucee  ceunesssef 31 1131 2 5 Rupees. - )
Coir Rope, 18t sertec.cee.ar 11 3 101 0 7. The Doard of Reve-
s 20d dOes s meene 1} 24{0j0j; 0 |0 0Do. do. atRupees?.
. Srddo........til 1lels f | nue, to whom the papers now
Il Recorded in G, O. 28th February 1961, No, 463, under reply were communicated
. " - re
///" Y. . ,/"; .
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department, .
22nd February 1862,

LY

' for'report, have, in their letter* noted in the margin, and
© 16th Aogust 1861, No‘.4’476' copy of which is forwarded for the informat.iong of the
Government of India, shown that the ¢¢ candy” referred to in paragraph 4, supra, would at the
Cochin estimate equal 545 1bs., or a little less than 5 cwt, (560 lbs.),':;vhile if the Malabar standard
was adopted, it might be taken at 650 1bs., i.e. not far from 6 cwt : at all events it is evident’
supposing the “ candy” to be 5 cwt., that the difference between the former valuation of 15 Rupees

per ““candy,” and the present revised Tariff valuation of 14 Rupees per cwt. or 70 Rupees per
* candy,” 1s enormous. . AR

8. It remains to be seen whether any real hardsh;
of Cochin in consequence of the change. The Board of Revenue go on to show that the
average price of Cocoanut oil at Madras for the last ten years has been 76} Rupees per candy
of 500 1bs; the extreme variations, between Rupees 55 and Rupees 99; and the lowest price
inany of the last seven years, Rupees 70 : while at Cochin the average of the last three years

is calculated at G4+ Rupees *‘ wholesale,” and Ry $%.9.0 * mark N
of 560 Ibs. ’ 1pees 67-9-0 * market price,” fora candy

P has been sustained by the Merchants

9. The Board remark upon this that it is evident that the' Cochin Merchants have since
1841, and untl quite lately, “been paying duty on a Tariff value of Rupees 15 for what
“ probably at the market rate has averaged not less than Rupees 50 wholesale, and has for some
“ years past been upwards of Rupees 60.” This Government, I am toadd, agree with the Board
in thinking £ that the Merchants must have hitherto benefitted largely, by an extreme under-
¢ valuation for duty, and that the Tariff value of Rupees 70 per candy of 5 cwt. is not unsuited
¢ to the Cochin market.” .

10. The Board, it will be observed, in paragraph 10 of their letter, state that they can find
nothing on their records to explain the very low valuation put on Cocoanut oil by the Collector
of Malabar in 1841 ; that it must, even then, have been excessively low is apparent from a letter
written in 1853 by General Cullen, Resident of Travancore, when in reporting on the various
causes which had of late tended to encourage smuggling to the detriment of that State, he instanced
the low Tariff rate and low duty levied at the port of Cochin. * The market price, for instance,
¢¢ of Cocoanut oil at Cochin is at present 50 Rupees per candy, yet the Tariff is only 15, and the
“ duty only 3 per cent., while in Travancore the Tariff is 32 Rupees and the export duty 5 per
 cent.”

.

11, The Export duty established by the Cochin Government was, as has already been
noticed in paragraph 2, supra, 3 per cent. when the reduction in the Tariff valuation in British
Cochin was made in 1841, but the remark of General Cullen that the rate at Cochin was only
3 per cent., though borne out by the statement accompanying Messrs. Lawson Brothers & Co.'s
letter now under consideration, seems incompatible with ‘the intention of the Collector of Mal'a-
bar in 1841, for he specifically stated that he proposed * still to keep our duties somewhat
“ higher than those of the new rival port. The excellence of the Harbour at Cochin, and the

““ advantages appertaining to an old established place of trade will I,consider
¢ warrant the continuance of this difference.”” Now if the rate* at onur port
was 10 be 3 per cent., or the same as at Malliapuram, and our valuations here -
lower than those of the Cochin Government, it is manifest that our duties would be less instead
of being *“ somewhat higher” than those of the rival port. It is evident from Mr. Conolly’s
Memorandum of reductions which received the sanction of Government in 1842, that the vah}ya-
tions” were reduced bécavse the fate was then 8 pet cenl., 56 that when the UustomsAct V] of
1844 reduced the export rate to 3 per cent., there should have been a corresponding rise in the
valuations to keep things on an equal footing between the Cochin Government and our own.
As it appears, however, this escaped notice, and the Merchants for whose benefit the reduction
of valuation was made in 1842 have not only been enjoying that, but also the further reduction in
the rate of duty since 1844, It is no wonder, therefore, that smuggling increased as pointed out
by General Cullen.

* Export.

12.  The Port of Cochin has then been enjoying such advantages for thelast twenty years as
no other Pait in India hss possessed ; and although the change must have fallen with greater
severity on its Merchents than on those of places where the effect was merely to double instead
of quintuple the existing 1ates, this Government do not see how the relief recommended by
the Beard can be giver, witheut a similar concession being granted atevery other Port.
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