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MEMORANDUM ON ROADS IN THE PUNJAB FOR FACILITATING
EXPORT TRADE, PARTICULARLY EXPORT OF COTTON,

WIirTH REFERENCE TO CIRCULAR OF SECRETARY TO GOVERNMENT OF INDIA,

Pusric Works Deparryent, No. 90 oF 91 OcTOBER 1861.

With a view to furnishing a reply to the enquiry how it is proposed to
expend the money allotted to the Punjab in the present year for this object,
the cotton statisties of the Punjab, accor ding to the most recent returns,
(Gazette Supplement, August 28, 1861,) are exhibited in the accompany ing
Table :—

_ The headings of the columns sufficiently explain their contents. The
most important to the present purpose are the results given in columns VII,
V;m’ IX and X. |

Column VII shows capability of soil of the several districts for grow-
ing cotton, under present circumstances of climate and culture.

Column VIIT shows the extent to which the cotton capability of
cach district is at present turned to account.

~ Column IX may e said to exhibit exporting capability after supply-
ing home wants. Where the produce is large in proportion to the population,
and the produce of neighbouring districts small, in this relation, exporting
power is first expended locally. Where, after satisfying its own and its neigh-
bours’ wants, a district has still spare produce or spare capability, it may be
looked to for export in the larger sense.

Ths .object of column XTI is to check, in connection with IX, the con-
fessedly imperfect returns given in column X. 2

Tt seems probable from the average of the results that about 21bs. of
cotton ¢ annum is the amount tequired per head.

In some districts the home consumphon of cotton is, possibly, from
different causes, less than the average requirement, whatev er that may be ; in
Delhi, for instance, from a proportion of the inhabitants usmrv\Lnfrhsh cloths

and other imported fabrics ; in the opposite extremity of the province, the
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Peshawur division, from the enlarged w
rg se of the woollen garments of Afe
istan and the hills, : -

ce maps, accompanying this memo., illustrate the facts given in the

figured statement which are of principal importance in connection with the

present question.
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Districts producing under 500 maunds per square mile

of cotton-cultivated area, white.
Do. above 500 and under 750  do.  do. yellow.
]];z: 4 ‘ :I)g(()) e 1,?00 do. do. light-red.
o e 1,500 % 1,500 do. 4o dark-red.
» L » purple.

9 2\11 1‘\{ap exhibitir‘lg relation of actual produce, over the whole area, to
3 population of each district (column IX) ; that is, power of supplying 1’ al
emands and capacity for exporting cotton, raw or manufactured it

Districts producing under 21bs. of cotton per head of population, white
3 .

Do. over 21bs. and under 3 do !
DO. ,’ 3 . ),e OW.
A1 ik ”» ‘:‘ do. light-red.
AT g » 9 do. dagk;red.
3. Population map (column ITT). o
Population under 50 per square mile, : : white
Do. over 50 under 100 do. yellov;’
:]l;o. MR (1) SRCRIE )Ty " light-red,
Do. o 00 <G = SO P R iy dark-red,
q. i 8O0 5y 50 00T | purple.
Do. . 400, - 50O do. ~ brown,
Do. , 500 ‘ . dark-bn,

\

7 Districts left uncoloured in map 9 do not produce enough of cotton o,
home use, and probably all, more or less, import from their neighbours,
Districts coloured yellow in the same map produce the assumed  ayey.
age required for home use, and cannot be expected to give much to others,
 Districts coloured light-red should be able to export, more or less,
- xpec fmm%&mnmmhagdmtncts coloured in g,

"L
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The general conclusions from the maps and figures are : -
1. That the districts which can best esport at the present time are
(in this order) Rohtuk, Jhung, Hoshyarpore, Shahpore, Dera Ghazee Khan,
Goordaspore, Umbala, Qealkote, Gogaira, Mozuffurgurh, Goojrat and
Hissar.

9. That certain districts, pnrticularly

undhur, Hoshyarpore, and Gogaira, might produce mOTeC
now export might become exporting

Delhi, Hissar, Thanesur, Jul-
otton than they

do ; and those of them which do not

districts.

8. That in certain other districts, (those left uncoloured in map 1)

Goojrat, Jhelum, Huzara, Kohat, Dera
have mot been very productive,
¢ them, they have,

Kangra, Ferozepore, Rawul Pindee,
Ghazee Khan and Mooltan, cotton lands
though in consequence of the scanty population in some O
even from their moderately productive soil, heen able to furnish cotton for

export.

With regard to the most unprofitable of these, Kangra, Ferozeporc,
ains to be ascertained—have they any
and is their present unproductiveness

Jhelum, Huzara, and Kohat, it rem

land naturally well suited for cotton,

due to want of water, or defective culture, or any other remediable cause ?.

The answer to this question will dictate the
ference to the encouragement of cotton cultivation in fhose districts, or its

abandonment in favor of coreals or other crops for which the soil and re-
The two hill districts, Kangra and Huzara, will

and it may perhaps in those

course to be pursued with re-

sources are better suited.
probably never grow cotton very successfullys

districts gradually give place to tea. ,
The districts in the second category above have greater capability for
cotton cultivation than is at present {urned to account in the production of

cotton. But it may be that their culturable area is as proﬁtn.bly occupied
y the case in Julundhur, Or that they have

considerable extent of unproductive land, either destitute of water orincapa-
¢ with some parts of Hissar. The

ble of cultivation :—this is probably the cas
Jetermination of these points will indicate what should be done with respect

with other crops :—this is probabl

to cotton in these districts.
o here merely glanced at’; the question

These collateral questions ar
to be provided for present actual

elates to facilities now

or possible export of cotton and other products.

rence to cotton only. The expor
Nearly the whole country bas oreat

under consideration T

o far with refe t of grain from the

Punijab is considerable and important.
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o cotton export trade of the Punjab to have
which could receive the cot-
the place of its

It would e of great value to tl
Presses established at a few convenient stations,

ton of a considerable extent of country as near as possible to

production.
has had a cotton Press at work for some

time, and found difficulty in getting the people to use it. Tn answer to an
enquiry as to the cause of this, it appears that as the'cotton was not cleaned
till arrival at Bombay, the merchants objected to pressing it nncleaned, before
atch, as the cotton Wwas damaged by pressing with the seed Cleaning
1 with, or previous to, pressing.

1 for the establishment of Presses in the first

My. Coates, of Ferozepore,

o he arranged for in connectio

is t
The positions recommende

instance are :

1.  Delhi, for the districts between the Sutlej and Jumna, before des-

:

patch down the latter river.
for the Julundhur Doab, and distr

ch by rail to Lahore and Mooltan.
ergent rivers of the lower

9. TUmritsur, icts of the Umritsur

Division, before despat
3. Mooltan, for
Punjab, before despatch by boat

the districts on the conve
or steamer for Kurachee.

for the cotton growers Or
ook to ; but, like many other adv ommercial or industrial arrange-
y, it may be nectssary for Government to take the lead ;
ds when all 1s working successfully, of making over

cotton agents to

This is properly a matter
antageous ©

ments in this countr
with the view, afterwar

the management t0 private enterprize.

Lahore, 28th November 1861.

PRINTED AT TIHE GOVERNMENT PRESS, LAHORE.
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