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“  Procéedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,

93rd December 1862.
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No. 34t.  Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 3rd December
’ 1862 :— - .
Read again let from the Collector of Malabar, d4ted 9ch October 1862, No. 207,

y (In Cons. 20th October, 1862, No. 6,684.)

Read also the following letter from G. A. BALLARD, Esq. Collector of= Malabar, to
W. HUDLESTON, Esq., Secretary to the Board of Revenue, Fort Saint George,
dated Calicut, 19th November 1862, No.237. : '

SR, i j
1. Adverting to the Board’s Proceedings of the 30th ultimo, Nb. 7,188, on my letter to
your address of the Oth ultimo, No. 207, I have thehonor to observe that I think 25 years might
be snbstituted for 20 in paragraph 5 of my letter, and that I -would propose 25 years’ purchase
of wae assessment in addition to the upset prices of Rupees 5 and Rup.es 2-8-0 per Acre on
forest and open land respectively, if there is no competition; or in adtition to the highest price

_ bid if there is competition, as the price at which such lands should be sold free of assessment.

2. But I would respectfully urge that this redemption of the assessment should be left
optional with the purchaser. It must be remembered that under the rules the land would be
surveyed before sale, its extent will be accurately known, the assessments proposed will be on
its whole extent, independent of cultivation, and invariable in amount, and consequently the °
collection will be attended with the least possible trouble to Goverument or inconvenience to
the landowner. ’i

3. If redemption of ussessments on the termns proposad is made compulsory it will
grievously check investment, and if it is allowed on easier terms it will (as it appears to me,
needlessly) sacrifice the interests of Government.

1. Mr. Ballard’s proposal is equivalent to saying that forest land in the Wainad shall not .
be obtainable at a less price than

Rupees 5 + (assessment Rupees 1 X 25 years=) Rupees 25= Rupees 30 per Acre, or open land
at less than Rupees 2%-(assessment Annas 8 X 25 years=) Rypees 124 = Rupees 15 per Acre, at.

.which rates any European or Native capitalist desirous of\&{&blishing a Coffee plantation of

300 Acres extent in the Wainad, on the same’ footing as land will, it is believed, be obtainable
for Tea plantations in the other Presidencies, or for Coffee on the Mahabuleshwar range, or in
Coorg, or on the Mysore slopes of the Western ghauts would have to pay down £900 for forest
land or £450 for open land, as the ‘case may be, before commencing operations, and could not
under the most favorable circumstances expect the least return for this investment and for the
additional expense of reclaiming the land and forming the plantation under three years.

2. Mr. Ballard does not however propose to adopt the system advocated by the Supreme
Government, and would follow by preference that which this Government have declared appli-
cable to the Neilgherries, which is altogether different in principle, and in the opinion of the
Board holds out less encouragement than the former to the settlement of Europeans, and the
investment of capital in planting operations.

3. The Board have already submitted for the consideration of Government that intending
settlers on the Neilgherries andin the Waindd would be placed at a great disadvantage if the lands
in those places should be subjected to an annual agsessment while in other parts of India similar
lands will be sold free of ‘assessment. They need therefore scarcely say that they are opposed
to Mr. Ballard’s proposal, which differs from that of Government only in so far that his proposed

annual assessment for the Wainid lands is lower than that fixed by Government for the less

yaluable land on the Neilgherries. _
4. Itis not nowto be considered whether one system or the other is preferable for general

adoption, but whether the lands of the Neilgherries and the Wainad are to be placed at a disadvan-
tage as compared with lands suitable for profitable occupation by Europeans in every other part

of British India. .
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5. The Board are of opinion that such a distinction would check the settlement of*
Luropeans in those two parts of the country, and that on the other hand, the public revenue
would gain little or nothing by excepting these comparatively small areas from the general
scheme, ) .

6. They would regret the final adoption of a system which, in their opinion, is calculated:
to discourage enterprise and the investment of capital in this Presidency, and to check materiallyi
in the localities in question the development of a valuable source of wealth and prosperity; but ’
under the circumstances of the case they consider it their duty to submit the above letters for the
decision of Government with copy of Mr, Ballard’s letter dated 19th August 1862, reporting the -
extent to which applications for land under the terms of the Governor General’s Resolution had
been registered to that date and the Board'’s Proceedings thereon.

(A true C(;py and Extract.)
" (Signed.) W. HUDLESTON, Secretary. .

\

No. 343. ORrDER THEREON, 23rd December 1862, No. 2,677. -

1. With these Proceedings the Board of Revenue submit a letter from the Collector of
Malabar proposing the terms on which, in his Jopinion, Government waste in Malabar should bg"
sold under the Resolution of the Supreme Government, dated 17th October 1861, No. 3,264.

S W e~

2. At present, Government waste when sought for Coffee cultivation 1s put up to auction e

without any upset price, and, besideswhatever sum it may fetch at avetion, pays a Jenm or proprie--
tary fee of 8 Annas per Acreon the whole area,and an annual assessment of
every Acre cultivated with Coffee in and after th}e third year. If any crop othe s
on a portion of the Estate the regulaced assessment of the crop is levied. The assessment, unlike

the Jenm fee, is payable vnly on the cultivated area, and it as well as the Jenm is redeemable at’
20 years’ purchase. | , ;
3. Mr, Ballard would, in modification of this system, sell the land at an upset price of
Rupees 5 per Acre for * heavy forest,” and 2} Rupees per Acre for- “open” land, subject to an'
annual assessment of 1 Rupee per Acre “for ﬁhe former and 3 Rupee per Acre for the I‘B:f}ter,"v:‘
this assessment being payable on the whole area of the estate and from the date of purchase, in;
regard to all crops except Coffee, to which he would allow two years' freedom of assessment. = Hel
would further allow proprictors the option of redeeming this assessment at 25 years’ purchase” |
4. The Board consider these rates excessive. They* point out that the minimum price of !

land on freekold tenure would thus be 30 Rupees per Acre for forest and 15 for open land ; that E

2 Rupees per Acre on_

these rates contrast very unfavorably with those obtaining in Coorg, Mysore and Bombay ; and that :

in their opinion they will preclude the settlement of European capitalists. DI

9. The Government are unable to concur in the views expressed by the Board and the Col-' .
lector. They consider that Waindd like the adjoining Neilgherries, is to all intents and .

purposes ““assessed,” and consequently that Goverument land in it is not saleablo in the manner’

contemplated by the Board. Further, Wain4d is peculiarly adapted to the cultivation of Coffee —,

the administration of the Talook is necessaily vei-y expensive and the influx of capita.l a?d fsettle-,
ment of Europeans are certainly not impeded by the assessment, which bears an insignificant
ratio to the value of the produce. Native proprietors are known to be realising 10 and 12 Rupees
per Acre for Coffee land, and a considerable estate has, to the knowledge of Gow.ernmeut, been’
lately sold for Rupees 40 per Acre, exclusive of the annual assessment which will still be payable.:
Lven therefore if the Talook were not practically ¢ assessed,” the Government would not feel‘
warranted in making such a sacrifice of the public interests as the Board’s proposition involves.

G. TIn respectto land not belonging in Jenm right to Government, and Government land .'~

already taken up, the present system will remain unchanged, but as regards waste belonging to
Government in Jenm right, the Governor in Council considers that the Neilgherry system may
with advantage be introduced into Wain4d, The Government as Jenmakars may undoubtedly
deal with their land in this manner, and as the change will be prospective and will app!y only

—-
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
' 23rd Dec’e(mber 1862,
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to lands not already taken up, private rights will in no respect be infringed.
system of charging a low rate ( Rupee per Acre)“ on the whole area and an anny
only on the cultivated area, imposes on the Government the expense and trouble of periodical
inspections and measurements, and affords facilities} for retaining large tracts waste on mere lfl,'
speculation. The Governor in Council resolves, therefore, that Government waste shall hereafter ; f
be sold in Wain4d, as on the Neilgherries, by auction without any upset price,
annual assessment from the outset of 2 Rapees per Acre for forest and 1 R
grass land on the whole area. This assessment will be redeemable a
of the purchaser, at the rate ordered by the Home Government,
Jenm fee will be abandoned _entirely on lands sold on these - terms.
7% There can be no doubt that this assé‘ésmenfi\s’;;ceedingly light, especially when th:
heavy expenses are considered, which the Government must incur, in general administration
and the construction of passes and roads. 'The Government are satisfied that an eflicient admini-
stration of the Province is the likeliest means of inducing the investment of capital init, but

The present
al assessment -

but subject to an;
upee per Acre for
t any period at the option
Viz.,,25 years’ purchase. The

" this object cannot be attained if the revenue is sacrificed. The Board of Revenue will make

the necessary alterations in the Neilgherry Rules and forward them to the Collector of Malabar,

N ‘ (Signed) J. D. SIM,
’ Secrelary to Gorernment,
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No. 5,714
ProCEEDINGS OF THE BoARD OF REVENUE, dated 28th August 1862.
Read the following letter from G. A. BALLARD, Esq., Collector of Malabar, to W HUDLE-

STON, Usq., Secretary to the Board of Revenue, Madras, dated Calicut, 19th’ August 1862,
No. 170 :— .

1. Inreply to the Board’s Circular® dated 2nd in'stant,;N.o. 5,028,. L have
the honor to submit Statement in abstract of the number of applications and ex-
tent of land applied for in connection with the Governor Geeneral’s Re=01umoh regarding the sale

* Miscella’,neous,

. of waste, and to express my opinion that more applications would doubtless h4ve been made if

the subsidiary rules of the local Government had been issued. I have no doubt many will be
made as soon as the rules are issued.

.. 9. T take this opportunity of submitting a Notice I issued soon after arrival in the District.

This was all the action

that the orders of Government appeared to admit of.

3. T observe by an issue of a local paper received a day or two ago that the Collector of

_informed if this course can be pursued here.
 published, and action pelmltted w1th respect to the Wainad and other Hill tracts in Malabar.

Coimbatore appears to be ;giving * publicity to, “and acting on the draft rules. I request 1 may be
Ttis most desirable that definite rules should be

—

ExcrosvrE No, 1.

- STATEMENT in abstract of the number of applications, and extent of land sought under the Resolu-

tion of the Governor General of India in Council dated 17th October 1861, No. 3,261

. . ! ;
2l - Namesﬁ of aPP““’}'}?- ; E:;;?&gff};‘jd + Locality. \ - Remarks. -
s — M - |
Lo - Acres.
1Mr. R. Nicol...  *oe %+ i J ww| -1,000  [Wainad.
2, Alexander beray . e ae 3,000 Mysore, Coorg
3 Domald M o '3‘000 or Wainad.
s . Dona cgregor... .- s Do. y
4/ ,, J. W. Minchin... .. |Notgiven. |Wainad. Land denommated Kul-
S s ) lagum Mulla” lsapphed
‘ ‘ - for.
5 Colonel J. W. Woolridge. 1,000 ) Do.
ng. ((}I II\I Smyth...*- .. . 1,200« (Walaghat. o eernside
” x. I, B cen. eo . t i . i . and on e westernsi
rown ot given Wainad of the Tirunelli Pagoda.
58) ,» J. Gordon... .. 200 Do. -
T J. Thorpe Appleton veo ~ .../About 1,500 [Walaghat.
) ,» T.'J. Ferguson... ‘ ... [IAbout 2,000 {Wainad.
l}) Messrs. Arbuthnot and Co 2,000 Do.
12 Mr. Arthur Lascelles. 2,000 Do.
JI.Z ,, G.N. Smyth.... ... we & 4,000 Walaghat.
24 C.Y.Reed, ... .. Not given. Wainad. Applies for all the forest
. o . land sitoated at the
! L : western extremlxty of
‘ . h. 1
15Eduman Pilla... - . 00 Do. the Tirunelli valley.
16 Vlrappan Pilla, and Modura Pilla...- [N ot given. Do. The hill denominated
‘ '“ «Pudikadava Kunu” is
L : . applied f
17\Strinivassa Modili. ... ...|Not given. Do. T}E): lhlu ordenommated
- “ Cuppungara Kunu” ls’
18 Minok_‘i. o cer o e Do. Do. applied f‘],;(‘,_
'9|Thuminakaran... Do. Do. The hill denommated\
) ’ o Ursbala Kunu” is ap-;
. . R 1 f
0|Gopala Nair... 4 T 10 Do. p1e g
2|Chinasawml,  «es e ...|Not given. ~ Do. The - hLll denommated§
. ¢ Culputur” is apphed
for,
sLicut, 19th August 1862. T . (Sigted) G. A. BALLARD, Collector,

~
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- ENcrosure No. 2,
. " NOTICE.
1. The Collector of Malabar gives notice that until the orders of Government shortly ex-
X pected, are received, he can do no more than register applications for tracts of land for Coffee
__planting, &c. . By the orders of Government, applicants are not to be put in possession till
certain rules now in contemplation, regarding the sale and tenure of such lands, are formally
" introduced. '

Malabar. Priority of application will be duly considered.
3. Applications should be as definite as possible both as regards the extent, the boundaries,

and the nature of the ground applied for. _
4. Immediate publicity will be given to the Government orders on this subject when

received. ‘
(Signed) G. A. BALLARD, Collector.

PR

Circuit Cutchery, Vadakancherri, 17th May 1862.

e Sng———

The Collector is informed that no step beyond registry of applications is proposed fo be

2. Meantime applications will be registered. .- They should be addressed to the Collector of

e > o R - r——eremr———— <t o~ e -
b Wi
, .

No. 7,188.
PROCEEDINGS OF THE Boarp or Revexur, dated 30th October 1862,

Read the following letter from G. A. BALLARD, Esq., Collector of Malabar, to W, HUDLE-
STON, Esq., Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated Calicut, 9th October 1862, No. 207 :—

1. 1 have the honor to acknowledge receipt of the Proceedings of the Board, covering Go.

vernment Order duted 24th September 1862, No. £,080. I am directed to furnish at once the

information requited in paragraphs 3 and 4 of that Order.

2. With reference to paragraph 3 I would refer to my letter to the Board of the 19th Angust
1ast, No. 170, reporting the applications that had been made for waste landsin Malabar, in review-
ing which communication the Board observed that no step beyond registry could be taken pending
the publication of the subsidiary rules. No arrangements therefore have been completed for the
sale of waste under the Resolution of the Government of India of October last, nor have any been
wmade for the redemption of the Land Revenue. :

Q -
3. Iwill report further on the subject of paragraph 4 of the Government Order under review

very shortly, bus I am desirous of receiving instructions regarding the Government waste lands in

~Wynad with the least p0ssib1é delay. I wquld strongly advecate that the action of the rules just L

, taken at present in Coimbatore, or can be taken elsewhere under the Governor General's Resolu-
applied to the Neilgherries be, with some modification, extended to Wynad also.

tion pending the publication of the subsidiary rules of the local Government.
- (True Copies and Extract.)

’ (Signed) W. HUDLESTON,
Secretary.

a
4. If on the Wynad applications the"{)ayment of a price down sufficient to cover the purchase :/

of the proprietary right, and 20 to 25 years moderate assessment is made compulsory, I much fear {

it will check enterprize, and it will certainly circumscribe competition, ' =
If a nominal minimum price only is fixed, the interests of Government will be seriously /;f

' ' o

To G, A. Ballard, Esq., Collector of Malabar,
sacrificed. ' .

If however, the proprietary right is sold at an easy rate, with a moderate assessment, redeema-
ble either at sale or at some future period at the option of the purchaser ; enterprize and compe- .
tition have full scope, whilst Government interests are secured.
4 5. I would therefore propose that on application for Government waste in Wynad the pro-
‘ prietary right be put up to auction at a minimum price of Rupees 5 for heavy forest, and of Ra-
o ) ’ Q pees 2} for open land per acre, subject only to an annual assessment of one Rupee, and half a

y . R\ ‘ . Rupee per acre respectively. The assessment to be payable throughout the holding, cultivated or

’ ’ M\§ : uncultivated, but in the case of bond. fide coffee cultivation commencing with purchase not to be
leviable till the third ycar.

L
&

BXd, do YV AIZUN. .

. The assessment to be redeemable at the time of purchase of the proprietary right, or at any
subsequent period on payment of twenty times its annual amount.

2 ,
s S I am strongly of opinion that a Ligher rate throughot‘n the holding than I have named cannot
AN

e

" be exacted ; and I believe it will be found that much of the open land will not bear what I have
proposed. ’
6. No single application should embrace more than 300 acres ; otherwise a capitalist might
practically exclude competition, by applying for a tract the upset price of which would virtually
(-\Q prevent others bidding for it. Dut there should be no objection made to the same individual or
company applying for several lots, contiguous or otherwise, each not exceeding the limit.

g e

A
7

L. 7. I venture to hope these modifications will commend themselves to the Board ; and that I
& T{r may be permitted to publish the Neilgherry Rules thus modified at once. I am very sanguine the
{ result would quickly show their applicability to Wynad.

‘JQ o

, R
| N
o = om - - & l ' The Collector will please to report the upset price which he considers would be fair for the
8 2 g2y o S o o ‘ sale of waste land free of assessment which is the system contemplated by the Resolution of the
= . & ; 5 E‘ S,_ g, g § PR : Governor General, and in the Despatch of the Secretary of State.
N goxg®E @ < ‘ Y ~ (A true Copy and E
SrEmEEE S g % , Py and Extract.)
o' B 2 g_ g \ ‘g w g N ’ - . .
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