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Proceedmgs of the Madras Government, Revenue Department
3rd December 1862, '

No, §3.: Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 12th November
1862 :—

Read the following letter fromJ. SILVER, Esq .s Collector of Tmnevelly, to W. HUDLE-
STON, Esq., Secretary to the Board of Revenue, Fort Saint Georve, dated Tmnevelly,
5th November 1862, No, 475.

SIR,

1. T have the honor to forward for el(e information of the Board and Government copy of a
letter from the Supermtendent of Pearl Banks, dated Taticorin, 3rd November, from which it
will be seen that there are no hopes of a Pearl Flbhery tbls next year, as had been anticipated.

2. 1 am greatly disappointed at this, but I am qmte satisfied that the disappearance of the
Oysters is owing to natuaral causes alone, Similar cases have again and again been met with, and
many theories have been started, to account for {he mysterious disappearance of whole banks of
Oysters. In a new work [ have lately met with, *“ the Voyage of the Novara,” I find it asserted
by the author, on the authority of an eminent Naturalist, the late Dr, Kellaart of Ceylon, that
the Pearl Opyster has the power of locomotion, and of transporting itself from one locality to
another, which he assigns as the reason, for the frequent total disappearance of the” Opysters from
a bank, which had a few months previously been found to be thickly covered with them.

3. 1Ina demi-official letter Captain Phipps writes to me as follows: ¢ You will be greatly
disappointed at the intelligence of the failure of the Trichendoor bank. The immense bank of

. Oysters has almost entirely disappeared. Last year, the divers could bring up from 50 to 100 each

dive ; now we can only get 5 or 10, and that only in some parts. I am inclined to believe that
as the sand has accumulated, the Oysters have cast ofl, and been carried by the current either

. lnto deep water, or on to some other bank—the latter is improbable.” Captain Phipps as soon as

the weather will permit, will make a careful examination of all other banks in that newhbour-
hood, but I entertain no hopes now of a Fishery next year,

4. Captain Phipps’ examination of the northern banks off the Coast of Madura, made Jast
month, was likewise unsuccessful ; no Oysters were found.

1. Ordered tobe submitted for the information of Government. The loss isto be
regretted, but affords no ground for surprise, or distrust of the real value of the banks,
2. The Collector will take care to note the probable diminution in receipts from this source
in his Budget Memorandum,
(A true Copy and Extract. )
(Signed.) W, HUDLESTON Secretary.

No. 54, ORDER THEREON, 3rd December 1862, No. 2,537.
Oxjdered to be recorded.

(Signed) C.G.MASTER,
- Deputy Secretary to Government.

——————
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