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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
1st December 1862.

™~ ———

No. 9. Read the following letter from Captain R. H. BEDDOME, Oficiating Conservator
of Forests, to J. D. SIM, Esq., Secretary to‘Government, Revenue Department, Fort
Saint George, dated Camp Odtacamund, 12th November 1862, No. 265 ;:—

Sig,

L. 1n reply to paragraph 3 of the Government Order, No. 2,084 of the 25th of Septem'oer.
1862, I have the honor to inform you that [ feel certain that the introduction of Saw machinery
into the Annamallay forests would never answer. - s T

2. The Teak trees of the Annamallays are of enormous girth, often 15 to 20 feet in cir-
cuiference, they always have a certain amount of heart-shake in the ceatre, which radiates off
more or less on all sides, our object in these forests is to turn out
Dockyard planks,®* which are required without any of the
natural crack in them, this is most cleverly performed by the
skilled Malabar axemen, who by the use of wedges work along the run of the heart-shake and
turn out planks, free from any cracks whatever, this cannot be done with the saw, Captain
Michael, who worked the Annamallays for the Dockyard previous to the organization of the
Forest Department and Major (now General) F. Cotton took a great deal of trouble and expense
to introduce the saw into the Annamallay forests in 1859 angd 1860, it was a total failure, almost
every plank, so turned out was affected with the heart-shake and the Dockyard would only take
them at the market price for “rejected planks.”

3. Malabar Teak is now selling at .Bombay at 1 Rupee per cubic foot more than
Moulmein Teak, the reason isthat Malabar Teak is ptepared as above stated, and Moulmein Teak
is generally squared up with the heart-shake in the centre,

4. A Saw Mill in the Annamallays therefore could only be used to advantage in sawing up
the heads and butts, and this would not pay the expenses of it, as skilled labor would be required,
the forest tvo is only open for the wet months and then the state of the soi] off the roads is
such that the machine, however portable, could not, I think, be conveyed from place to place.

5. As to erectinga Saw Mill at Ootacamund tobe worked by water power, [ forward a
copy of Major Morgan’s Memorandum on the subject. Government will observe that by Major
Morgan’s estimate, after an outlay of 3,700 Reupees, a monthly expenditure of 120 Rupees
is required, it.is doubtful whether the work at Ostacamund is sufficient to cover such an expense,
Thercis a Steam Saw Mill of six-horse power at Wellington, I have not been able to learn from
the Executive Engineer the original cost, or working charges of this machine, but it requires a
skilled machanic. In the event of the Lawrence Asylum being built ag Ootacamund Captain
Farewell intends moving the Saw Mill into Optacamund.

6. I would suggest to Government that the Engineer of the District should be called upon
for arepoit as to the feasibility of erecting a Saw Millat the end of the lake at OQotacamund,
and also for a regular estimate of the same; and whether a Mjl] worked by water power
would be preferable to a small Steam Mill, similar to the one in use at Wellington.

7. The Executive Engineer is prepared for all large Government works, such as the
Lawrence Asylum, and it is scarcely the province of the Forest Department to saw up
timber at Ootacamund for the public, but as ghere is litile chance of its being undertaken by

* Though called planks they are 6 to
12 1nches in thickness,

" private enterprise and as sawing isso very expensive at Ootacamund, it would certainly be a

boon to the public, if a Mill wasset up. The Forest Department would also be gainers thereby,
as it would create a readier market for the sale of timber, it is for Government to decide whether
the undertaking should be in the hands of the Department Public Works or of the Forest
Department.

MEMORANDUM ON SAW MILLS.

1. A Saw Miil at Ootacamund is very desixjable, the present cost of sawing being more
’ than 50 per cent. on the cost of the wood, or 24 square feet for
the Rupee, a 12 feet inch plank, thus costs, 8 Annas, to this add
20 per cent. for the wastage of the saw and it will b saen that
the cost of sawing is almost prohibitory.

A Saw Mill rcquirgd.
-Present rate of sawing.

——
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nment, Revenue Department,
Ist December 1862,

Proceedings of the Madyras Gover
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¥ be set P at the end of the lake,

there woylq have no objection t

ment, at a moderate rent oi alo
the escape, sufficient waterto w
for six hours daily, for at least
obtained, pyt as fuller informat
- culations of th, discharge sho
Enlglqeex' of the range, who might alsg be entrusted with the d
should be of iron, overshot, and of the DeWest construction,

T Saw. saw should be 5 vertical one,

might also be worked for cu
4. To provide for the rem

aining six months of the yea
Wind Engige,

I believe the owner of the Mill
Situation of Saw Min,

o rent the building to Govern-
' ng lease. '

3. By placing a shytter at mT{ a 10-horse power water wheel
Water supply. six months in the year, might be
ion on this point is desirable, cal-
uld be made by the Executive
uty of putting up the wheel, which
caleulated for a 20 feet fall. The
asmall circular saw, say 12'' diameter

tting up small stuff,
r, the water power should, be supple-
mented by one of Pejje’s horizontal Wind Engines of 3-horse power.
at first might pe caleulated at 50 square feet per Rupee, this would

be only half the present rate. 'Wind and water power should
turn out 100 square feet for the Rupee.

apparatus may be taken as follows :—

5. The charge for sawing
- Cust of sawing,

6. The rough cost of the

RS. A. P,
. Iron wheel fixing, &ec.... ... 600 O O.
Peile’s Wing Engine 1400 0 o0
Circular Saw Table and set of Saws... 1,200 0 o
Vertical Saw Frame ang one Roller 500 0 0O
3700 0 0
Cost of 17, orking.
. RS. A, P,
Woukiog charges, | J{eqq man on Rupees 40 0 0
1 Sharpener of Sawg . 0 0 o
4 Coolies at 7 Rupees each "t e we 98 0 0
Rent of house, . 20 0 0
Contingencies oo 12 0 ¢
" 120 o
Work per month 19 000 square ¢ et ng
; eet at 20 Ry, =2 ces leaving
80 Rupees 1. pay for warer sheels at 20 Rupees per 1,000=200 Rupu_es
Th(e; above estimate is only ap approximate gpe and will no doubt require modification.
OTACAMUND, ]
100, Nove7nbe:186° (Signed.) II, R. MORGAN, Major,
. ‘ In charge of Mudumallai Forests.
(True Cop)-,)
(Signed) R. 11. BEDDOME, Captain, Forests
o7 estse
Offg. Conservator of For
No. 10. Orper THEREON, | ’
» 15t Decemep 1862, No. 2,515,

* Dated 24th September 18

S O-GI)
61, No. ¢56. L In his annual Forest Report® for 186

. iating Conservator,
Tecommended the establishmeng of 5 S(paragraph 9) Major Morgan, late Offciating :

: : ssistant
aw Mill at Ootacamynd, Captain Brine, the late A ende
| : mm
Paragyaph 6 of Captain Brine’s Report tq onsetvator of the Annama“ay Range’ o]
X cnlaimg Conscl‘valor, dated y
N0,

. . n ‘.orkcd
3d June 1361, thata Sy Mill «op the American principle " to be ¥

foresth
where, he Tepresented, 4] ¥ Waler power shouid be set up in the Annamallay
i » the Joss by axeing oyt Planks was very great. the
G.0, 25 i 4 § it i O
Sth April 1869, x, 894, panagrag, 95 2 The Government in passing ords{?nl should
. I
be sep POt poine

et this
arately Ll‘OUght forw ted out that o proposition of

oo ort.
1d, and hict m(‘ldentall_y svzgested in a mere Progress 1ep

£

L TRV PR

N o e

—

“be requested to report explicitly on this proposition, viz.

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Depariment,
1st December 1562,

3. The Home Government in acknowledging 1lhe
D espatch 14th August, No. 31, paragraphs 24 Report in question specially noticed this point, and desir el
i 86 A A
Tvnd 521382‘ 0 20th September 1862, the Government to consider the expediency—
0. 2,084,

i Ste awi chines for use in t
I. Of introducing *“ one or two easily moveabl.e Steam Sawing machine
¢ forests in which there is most difficulty in procuring labor, and w
¢ valuable.”

Lose
bere the timber is most

II. Ofestablishing a Saw Mill to be worked by water powcer at Qoticamund.
- [=]

4. Captain Beddome, the present Officiating Conser-
* G. 0. 25th September 1862, No. 2,034, para-  y¢00 yrag required* to 1eport on these points, and the
graph 3, letter above recorded is that Officer’s reply.

Caprain
Beddome is of opinion that owing to the heart-shake in all Malabar Teak, the intrody
eddom

ction of

vorked, will not answer, and the attempts made to introduce its use in 1839-69,
the saw however “, ; | failure.” Captain Beddome further observes that the saw being
ho states, }‘)‘rovedk ; a;m?anks" col.ﬂ(l only be used in sawing up the leads and butts, which
useli:s foi pa])?oc é:(;erpthese; circumstanées the Governor in Council is not prepared to sanction
would no .

the setting up of Steam Saw machinery in the Annamallay forest,
o

5. Captain Beddome does not mention any other forest, as suitable for the introduction
. aptal . . .
of Saw macfl’inery, probably because there is none other in which the

transactions of Govern-
ment are sufliciently large for the purpose.

6. As to the proposal to establish a Saw Mill at Ootacamund, Captain Ded
that :).ne would be a convenience to the public, and he forwards a Memo
Morgan’s on the subject. Major Morgan would set one up at the

dome states
randum of Major

lower outlet of the lake, to be
rked by water power for si< months of the year, and for the other six mor
work

zontal Wind Engine. The charge for bawjng is 1 Rupee per 24 squ
Major Morgan would charge 1 Rupze per 50 square feet,
work at 10,000 square fect monthly. The outlay for m
3,700. The working expenses would be : —

1ths by a Lori-
ars feet at p.esent.
and he estimates the amount of

achinery is put down by him at Rupees

RS. A, p.
Establishment, &ec., as per particalars in Major Morgan's l
Memorandum..... ... ... . . o a0 zJ 0 o0
Wear and tear, &e., at 10 per cent..... 80 0 ¢

\ ——————

Per mensem, ..., 150 0 o

~ T

Returns at 50 square feet for the Rupee.... e e s 200 0 O
Monthly profit,..... 5 0 o

The estimate is avowedly appzoxim‘%te.

-

7. It seems to the Governor in Counecil that, so fur as th
there is no need for a sawing machine at Ootacamund,
the forest or at the Depdt, so as to save the hfeavy
wastage. As the Hlome Government have speciall

e Forest Department is concerned,
If required any where, it should be in
expense of carriage up the G},

aut, and t4e
y noticed the subject, Captain Beddome will

» to have a Saw Al] at the S
Depét. He will be able to procure from the Superintendent of the Gun Carriage 1

accurate statistics of the cost of setting up, maintaining and working Saw machinery,

cgoor
unufactory

8. When the Lawrence Asylum, &e., are commenced th
timber; and it will then be considered in the Public W
cheaper to use the Steam Saw Machine of that Departme
to bé worked by wind cr water or both,

ere wiil be a great demand foyr
orks Department whether itwill e

nt now at Wellington, or to set up one

(Signed) J. D. SIAJ,

Secretary to Government,
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