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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
'  29¢th November 1862.

Read again letter from the Secretary to the Board of Revenue dated 2nd and recorded in
Proceedings 13th October 1862, No. 2,203.

No. 862.  Read also the following Minute by His Excellency the President.

1. With reference to the Bill to provide for the adjudication of land claims, &c:, but few
remarks appear to me to be necessary. A doubt may exist whether it is necessary or desirable
to withdraw the adjudication upon claims for land from the ordinary Courts, and to place the
important questions which may arise in the hands of a Cours of whose constitution but little is
said. .

9. Clause XV says, that if a claimant, after the land has been sold, establishes his claim

"to it he is not to get the land back, but only the sum for which the land was purchased and the
costs of Suit. )

3. This may and certainly would be but a scanty redress for the injury sustained. The
price paid for the land being by no means the measure of its value.

4. Clause XVI seems to me to give the Government an undue mount of power which
may be open te abuse.

5. Clause XVII is the most importaﬁt enactment in the Bili; it provides that land shall-
be sold in fee simple, should be subject to no assessment for the future.

6. To this Clause I very much object, the effect will probably be either to induce jobbi;xg
in land to a very great extent should the price be fixed too low, or to puf a stop to the sale of
land should the minimum price approximate at all to the value of the land in this Presidency,
" bat little land will be sold but such as is adapted to the cultivation of crops such as Coflee ar;d
" Tea, the assessment upon which bears but a very small proportion to the value of the gross pro-
duce, not in fact more than one to two hundred, the average value of such gross produce
being 400 Rupees per Acre. " ‘

7. If then a minimum price of 2}.0r 5 Rupees be placed on this land it is evident that
most of it would fall into the hands of speculative capitalists, who would not attempt to culti-
vate it but would derive their profit from the enhanced price at which they would be able to
retail the land to bond fide cultivators; that this would be the case we may infer from what
takes place elsewhere ; but we have also positive direct evidence to the same effect from what
took place here on the proclamation of the Governor General’s Regulations.

8. Land of this quality has been sold lately on the Neilgherries by private parties, sub-
ject to an assessment of 2 Rupees per Acre, for 30 Rupees per Acre; and were the Govern-
ment to/put a minimum value of 3 Rupees on it, it would lose not only the difference between this
amountand the market value of the land, but also the twenty-five years’ purchase of theassessment,

9, . It may be said that the sale by auction would be sure to run the price up to its full
market value, but my experience of the result of the system of auction sales of which
1 have had a good deal, tends to confirm the opinion thatin nine cases out of ten the land
would be sold at the upset price. o ) 7

. 10. Ifagain the minimum price be mide to approximate to twenty-five years’ purchase of
the assessment few or no persons would be found to invest money at 4 per cent. or thereabouts for
which the ordinary interest is 10 or 12.

11. I think, therefore, that it would bz advisable to 1eav.e to the different Governments
the power of selling the land either subject or not to the land assessment, as may seem to them
under the special circumstances of each case, to be advisable. ’

12. Clauses XVIII, XIX, XX, it seems to me that the local and general Government are
mixed up in these clauses in an objectionable manner,

13. Clause X1X provides for the investment of the money arising from the sale of land in
public securities and for the receipt of interest upon such securities, Would it not be better t
o
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