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Preoceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
" 22nd November 1862. '

.

No.267. . Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revex;ué, dated 8:h November
.- ‘ 1861, No. 6,149 :— o

Read the following letter from B. CUNLIFFE, LEsq., Collector of Madras, té W. HUDLE.-
STON, Esq., Secretary to the Board of Revenue, Chepauk, dated Nagalapuram,
8th Qctober 1861, No. 348. )

Sig, .
1. I bave the honor to reply to the Board’s Proceedings 4th January 1860, No. 23, forward- -

ing Government Proceedings 21st December 1859, No. 1,733, which suggested that the higher .
rates both of single and double erop Nunjah in Smalley’s villages should be lowered accordine to
a given scale, and that if the Board approved of the proposition, the scheme might be extenoded
to the other villages in the District.

2. I regret that my reply has been so long delayed, but on first perusing the papers, after
taking charge of the District in last year, | was so convinced that the relief should be general,
and not confined to the rates in question, that I was anxious to put before the Board a more
enlarged measure of reduction, -

3. The Deputy Collector at Madras, an Officer of great revenue experience, consented to
prepare the Statements necessary in explanation, and he has been engaged on the subject until
now, as his more immediate duties gave him opportunity. 1 have, however, given up the idea of
pressing my plan now, as the Government may not be inclined to forego at this time the amount
of revenue which it proposes to relinquish, -

4. 1 shall in the sequel give my reasons for advocating the larger reduction, and should a
further report be called for, it can readily be furnished as the accounts have been prepared.

5. It will be remembered that the Board’s proposal (Proceedings 22ad Aucust 1859
No. 3,309) was to reduce the assessment in Smalley’s villages by 11 per cent. This oncthe cu]ti:
vation of Fasli 1261, a favorable year, would cause a surrender of 5,500 Rupees, and of 11,600
Rupees on the entire Ayacut, ' It has generally been supposed that the assessment in these "ill:wes )
was higher than in the rest of the Districr,‘ but Statement B, accompanying the Govemm:nt
Proceedings above quoted, show that it is not so,

6. Enclosure A has been prepared to show the extent of the reductions as proposed by
Government, if carried out throughout the District. It will be seen that the total remission
column 7, will be 43,275 Rupees on the entire Ayacut, and 33,349 on the cultivated portion 0;-
it, leaving column 16, 53,364 Rupees out of which the reduction, Judging from the the effects -
of lowering the assessment elsewhere, might be made good.  This last amount, however, includes
immemorial waste, which should be struck out of our caleulations, as the Cul[i\‘a[i;n of iti
improbable. Omitting Anadi, the Sheycal and Laick waste will be between 4 ang 5,000 Cawniess
but the culture of this portion even is not looked for by those most conversant with the Dis:rict‘

« 7. Thefact is that culcivation is carried on to the full extent for whicl there is irriwalion.
The Ryot has no other wish or desire than to increase his farm, and of this we have amPI: mof"
in the increased demand which a good season invariably causes and in the annual remissions “}-)hich
are given for withered produce, thus demonstrating that the Ryot is anxious to take full advantage
of the hopes which the early season may emcourage. - ]

8. I reply, therefore, to the Board’s queiy in their Proceedings of the 4¢l, January 1860,

" that a moiety of the waste is occasioned by want of water. For the same reason I am o(‘i i '
that the amount proposed by the Government to be given up will not be supplemented by addiliix;lno,:;
" cultivation. . )

‘ 9. Statel.ne'nt A, acco’mpanying the Gov.ernmenr, ?l‘oc.eedihgs, shows that the waste which
includes Anadi, is greater in the rates for which no relief is proposed, than in those whicl
lowered. The supposed better lands indeed, as may be learned from the same Statem‘narte
have on the average only 7 per cent. waste, but their more favorable situation will accountu?o;
this condition.

10. The average as?esrs’ment is low as re{narked ‘b)’ the Government, but low as iy is, the
Sheycal anl Leick wastc.xs 3.2 per cent, notwithstanding the alleged advantage of nearer vicinity
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23. In this mannel‘.l thldn ith any further survey and assessment, which are expensive

and we might dispense mdeg f\-;l when, as in this District, the old survey is pretty accurate, and
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not been commenced. i y he‘we n? these lands, and him I cannot spare from the current duties of

could entrust the clasmﬁcatllontzr of experience might be specially deputed on this work, for it is

the Office. A .Deputy‘ Col e‘; ich an high and trustworthy Officer should be engaged.

obvious that it is one ipon w “c'de upon lowering the higher rates, as suggested by the Govern-
26. Should the B"f‘rd.d:c} hopPe to have sanction at an early date, so as to carry out the

ment thl‘o:xghOuF 1he1 D]S::i:,‘: settlement. The plan which I have s.ketched isonly an exten-

modiﬁ;a;i.on dll;:;nint,lli::be :ubsequently introduced, if thought desirable.

sion of this relief, and ca :

Excrosure No. 1.
S t showing the operation of the revision to the extent proposed by
n o
ABsTRACT,—Stateme
Government,

X

. dinas da‘led 220d Avgust 1859, No. 3,309, the BOfIrd submitted to
I. “In their Procee mal tion for a reduction of 11 per cent. on the Nunjah assessment of
Government their recomme:;'a Smalley in the Chingleput Télug, and their proposals to transfer
the 146 villages settled by : li)l ;ates of assessment all unirrigated lands classed by Mr. Smalley
to the class of Punjah at suita er Nunjah” or land cultivated with wet crops by means of rain
as Nunjah, and a!5°_a“_“,l\lal.lava t{xese two last proposals being applicable to the whole District.
only, without artificial irrigation, 2. The Government in thejr Order, dated
6,485, 21st December 1859, No. 1,733, on the Board’s Proceed-
In Cons. 20th December 1850, No. 6, ings sanctioned the two last proposals for immediate adop-
' . unjah assessment in excess of Rupees 9 per Cawny
tion, and also a reduct.xoﬂ " th::, rattlf:tr?f;n l:al.'a‘:graph 7, to be extended to thepwhole District if
according b ah“‘;;e l:(lid d;“;:y gurther ‘authorized the employment of a small establishment to
approved by the DBoard. . . .
carry out the w.orko dings of 4th January 1860, No. 23, communicating these Orders of
8. In their Pfoflee tlorb the Board requested him to report without delay the best mode
Government to the Co eiem; nt for reducing the Nunjah rates throughout the District, and to
o Cafr)’}i“f’ (;l;trtti}::] 2:?}:': waste assessed at rates below Rupees 9 per Cawny is due to want of
state wha
irrig::ionl-\h Cunliﬁé’s letter, recorded at the head of these Proceedings,
for infm‘matlo‘." a Statement showing that the extension of Government proposal throughout
b ]ge sutn:ll;? :Ccutli in a total reduction of Rupees 43,274, of which Rupees 33,349 will full
the Distric §

is in reply to this call

v
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4 Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
' - 22nd November 1862.

on the cultivated area, and Rupees 9,925 on the assessed waste, the reduced assessment on this
last portion of the lands affected being left at Rupees 33,363.

Cawnies, 5. Out of the total Nunjah area of the District amounting to
Singlo eroPee... wasvss 18,374

Double 4, «vervs eeue 7,850 3,32,000 Cawnies, the relief sa

—

20,724 Cuwnies 20,724

_— 6. Onmitting from the waste Nunjah area all lands registered
as * Anadi Bunjer” or immemorial waste, there will remain some 5,000 Cawnies of land registered
J reg

nctioned by Government will benefit

as Sheykal and Laick, being lands which though once cultivated have been abandoned from periods

more or less remote, but he states that those most conversant with the District do not expect that
the reduction of the assessment will induce the re-occupation of even this portion of the uncul-
tivated area, and that this opinion is shared by himself. He points out that the District is essen-
tially a poor one in quality of soil, and but ill-provided with means of irrigation, and declares
his belief that one-half of the whole waste is due to want of water, remarking that the propor-

tion of waste to cultivation is greater in the rates below Rupees 9 per Cawn
as is apparent from th

1859, )

y than in those above,
e Statement A annexed to the Government Proceedings of 21st December

7. The Buard have no hesitation in recommending that the Government proposal be carried
out to the full extent, and are sanguine that this relief will in Chingleput District as elsewhere
be foullowed by an increase in the area of cultivation sufficient to compensate for the revenue
relinquished.  They do not however consider that this reduction will effect more than a pallia-
tive of theexisting evils of over-assessment, but would leave further reductions to be determined
at the. time of the survey and general revision of assessment in the District.

8. My, Cunliffe states that he has himself prepared a scheme of reduction to the extent of
Rupees 1,13,000 on the Nunjah lands exclusive of the © Manavary” by throwing the existing

219 Nunjah rates into 14, but has not submitted it fearing that Government would be unwilling
at the present time to relinquish so large an amount of revenue.

9. The Board regret that the Collector has allowed so much time to ba lost in concocting
bis larger scheme without introducing the smaller one that had been already s

must leave it to himself to determine whether on mature consideration he w
plan.

10.  They are of opinion that well considered reductions of over-assessinent are measures
of wise economy, and not sacrifices of public revenue, as they are certain to be attended by
benefit to the State indirectly if not directly by producing an extension.of cultivation and in
increased revenue from land, but they see no reason to think that Mr. Cunliffe’s scheme would
supersede the necessity of a regular survey and assessment of the District, It would merely
introduce an imperfect measure by means of inadequate agency instead of one which is in its
character complete, and for the carrying out of which there js an efficient machinery already at

anctioned, but they
ill bring forward his

work elsewhere.

11, As measures have been talten to press to completion the Pilar irrigation project, which
will much benefis the District, the Board trust that at no distant date it may be found advisable
to undertake the regular survey and general revision of the District assessment,

12, The re-classification of all the unirrigated lands classed as N
Nunjah, which was sanctioned by Government h

year and a l.1alf has since elapsed, The Board greatly regret this most unsatisfactory delay,and
cannot admit that the reasons assigned for it by Mr. Cunliffe are sufficient. If as e states he

found himself unable without additional aid to carry out these remedial measures, he should at

once have brought the difficulty to notice, and not have

which had been detected and condemned, to be thus needl

unjah, and of the Manavary
as not been commenced, though more than a

allowed the removal of glaring evils

essly delayed. ’
13. The Board do not consider jt desirable to emplo

the work, and resolve to recommend to Government t
temporarily appointed specially for this duty.

y the Sarishtaddr Vurda Chiarry upon
hat a competent Deputy Collector be

“

-

v v e &

they would give effect to it an

V in this i ant work,
progress made in this import

e it

-_‘___,1_
¢

Proceedz’y‘zgs of the Madras Government, Rebenue Department, = 5
’ 22nd Nocember 1862,
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i hey v dly entrust the task to Deputy
hi i be made available they would gladly :
Coll lt‘ r lllfalr::ys: :c:?ve sincaSr;lefn otherwise they would name Tiruvencata Charry or Devasiga-
Q 3 ;
OnecPillay who are now employed in South Arcot and Coimbatore.
- y15 T;l hole reform might be carried out in the settlement for the current Fasli.
. ew g : ;
(A true Copy and Extract.) '
: ‘ (Signed.) W. HUDLESTON, Secretary.

*

+

N 268 ‘ OapEr THEREON, 220d November 1862, No. 2,463.
0. .

. . . bove recorded assent to the scheme pro-
nue in their Proceedings a rer
1. The Board of .Ri;:ir Order of 21st December 1859, No. 1,733, to reduce the higher rates
et o vailing in the late Chingleput District, and state the manner in which
eva :
o E other measures of relief to the Ryots,

posed by

of Nunjah assessment

The G ment, therefore, resolve to instruct the Board to carry out without any delay
2. e overn )

indicated in their Order alluded to, which are, first, to reduce the higher Nunjah
the measures indicate:

., land single crop, a separate charge being made
trict, and make all the g
 rates, throughout the Dis

. ansfer to Poonjah such Nunjah land as is not provided
for a secon(% erop Whe? gro;vn i\;:z;:hd:):(;:;d dependent 01.: the falling rain. A competent Deputy
with irrigatl?ﬂ and Man.aw (;yat an early date to aid the Collector in carrying out these reforms,
Collector Wll-l b'e app(1)mw'nstructions on the subject for the guidance of the Collector and the
The Boarl()l wx(;l ISS;T‘:CZZ‘;;,,S of Government dated 21st December 1859, No. 1,733,

Deputy, based on ]

i iffe i ith monthly reports of the
: re Mr, Cunliffe to furnish them wit y rep
. The Board will 1ot and see that no unnecessary delay occurs,

(Signed) J. D. SIM,
Secretary to Government,

o
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