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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
23rd October 1862, '

I ¢
Read the following papers : —

No. 289. Read the following letter from H. D. RAE, Esq., to T. PYCROFT, Esq., Chief
Secretary to Government, with the Governor, dated Ootacamund, 9th October 1861,
No. 86 :-~

,+  Sig, o -
-‘1. I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the Order of Government of the
5th instant, on the subject of the lease which I am required to sign for the land granted to me
for the experimental culture of Tea on these hills, . The said Order was accompanied: by copy of

a letter of the Acting Government Solicitor, Mr. Miller, of the 26th August last,

2. The concluding paragraph of the Government Order would appear to preclude me from
again addressing Government on this subject ; but there is one particular brought to light in
" Mr. Miller’s letter of so extraordinary a nature and a material feature of the question, which,
I respectfully submit, has been so overlooked by the Giovernment that I venture again to make
a communication to His Excellency in Council, in view to appeal alike to his Justice and his
sense of fair dealing between the independent public and the Government subgrdinates.

3. Upon the first point ; Mr. Miller dwells largely, in paragraph 6 of his letter, on ceitain
Proceedings of Government of date the 4th. February last, No. 270, which he concludes wera
communicated to me through the Collector of Coimbatore ; indeed the tenor of his remark
shows his convictjon that they were so communicated. And as a copy of this letter has been
sent to me without remark, I must presume that the Government remain under the same

_impression. But the actual fact is that these Proceedings have never been in any way, or at
any time, communicat?d to me by the Collector! I have been, on the contrary, kept in utter
ignorance of the views cnunciated in these Proceedings, and been left to dwell alone on the
Order of the 12th April, which seemed to me simply to carry out the previous (telegram) Order
of Government upon my letter of the 11th September 1860 (and to which letter I shall
presently have to allude). Iad it been otherwise g great deal of correspondence might have
been avoided, and I should have had the opportunity of placing the matter in such a light before
Government as might have induced the modification I still hope and look for. I must take for
granted that the Collector was ordered to communicate the Proceedings of the 4th Febroary
(No. 270) to me, and I appeal to the Government against his neglect to do so,

T 4. Ubpon the second peint ; 1 cannot but think that the Government have overlooked the
full force of its assent to my proposals of the lltll September 1860,

5. 1 beg the favor of the Government, referring specially to this letter, and I l'hink it will
be admitted that it supersedes all former negotiations and terms. If first discussed the question
ofthe removal of fallen timber and brushwood by the forester, and pointed out how greatly this
would beto my advantage, as involving the necessity of a road being made to the place at
Government expense, and clearing the forest largely for my operations equally at the Government
expense, this last iteggalone would have cost Government nearly Rupees 1,500, but I was

“willing to forego all This, as my avowed object was « immediate possession,” In reference to
this question of fallen timber lying in the forest at that time, I may obsarve that, even supposing
the existence of a cart road to convey it into Ootacamund, the whole might have rea]izez
70 to 100 Rupees at the forest; but that, in th_e_ actual absence of any such rZad, it would have
realized mothing. And I may further observe that very little timber of any use as firewood has
been left iu the forests there, owing to charcoal burners from the neighbouring village havine
been in the habit of using it freely without any restraint from the Revenue authoriti:s. i

¢. But to proceed with my letter of the 1lth September 1860. Its’ fourth paragraph
expressed a clear objection to the terms at that time laid downp by Government snd :skid
as a new proposal, to be allowed * to enter upon the Jund” (and, 2nd pardcrraph, “to have

* freedom of action in the forty acres of forest”) simply upon these terms ¢ :o pa): full assess-

“ ment upon it after seven years and "WITHOUT ANY OTHER RESTRICTION than my engagemcnt
L~ i -]
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“ to devote the land exclusively to p-urposes connected with Tea
“such land being made over to me at once without being put u
reply by telegraph, and with this I was favored
Government ! On this telegram Go

cultivation during that term,
pto ‘auction,” 1 solicited a
* it was an ungualified assent on the part ot
vernment reported to the Secretary of State that ¢ a libera!
grant” had been made to me, and they published this in the newspapers.
7. Nowl humbly §u;hr-nit that, in proposals thus made and thus acceded to, all antecedent
and subsequent conditions not contained within thig letter of the 11th September 1860, are
simply beside the question, T asked to be relieved from dll other restriciions save an €ngage-
ment on my part to cultivate Tea during the seven years of exemption, and the Government
replied : we agree. Onp the faith of this I did proceed to immediate action, and [ have been
ever since prosecuting the cultivation of Tea, Surely then, in so plain a question, I cannot be
required to 80 to the probable heavy €xpense of getting legal opinions as to whether,
(1) allowed * freedom of action” in a forest is consistent with a restriction as to what timber
I should cut (paragraph 7 of Mr. Miller's letter); whether (2) an absence of all restiiction,
Save my engagement to cultivate Tea, is to be found in domiciliary visits for the purpose of
ascertaining my mode of cultivation and with the power of directing it authoritatively or alterfng
it (paragraph g of same) ; whether (8) restrictions against sub-letting are not a new importatlog
into the conditions s and an obligation to hand over my buildings in good repair in a lease of lan
for agrieustural purposes, and when nothing but a ruinous failure to the cultivator could?czll:g
» is not severe and onerous and an equally novel feature ?

an abandonment of the land £ kist but
whether (lastly) a power of re-entry in case of any default, not alone in payment o

i : . . icious view of some
.10 any of a series of conditicns which are greatly dependent on the capriciou

- i . . o uragement
local Officer, is not a severity of penalty wholly inconsistent with the spirit of e:(;(:,nsi?]erable
which has hitherto been manifested by the Government and has led me on, a

€xpense and labor, to the present stage of this undertaking ?

iller’ - 1
. in Mr. Miller’s lctter, as that
o i e S S'Mh rema(;lf: n eNf:r ;ale from the land, that I
seem to wish not to pay any seigniorage on tlmbe.l' if remove ém o
would probably wish to'hold the'land without being bound to O;Zet AR
to say that T am not aware of.any passages in my former letizers that ¢ o by s
tation. Seiguiorage on timber removed forIsa;e Elt amb:e:iic:;i};z;y;f LR
i to
y a is actually cultivated, I admi sit o
Officer to see that Te. is all restrictions, covenants and condmorls th.at are b tariance v ith
what I respectfully object to i ber 1860, a copy of which is herewith appended
my accepted proposals of the llth Septem ex;1 wt,h Y 60,
extracted from the Madras T¢mes newspaper of the (

Mr. Miller considers that I ought to accept the leas%= offered me, because
9. When, hov‘tever, .b] ; with those of other cultivatorson these hills, I cap only say
of its terms contrasting f‘avo,r,'rll )vin" been granted by the Collector of Coimbatore for the purpose
that I am aware of C‘owles. hu:he terms are five years rent free, the sixth year quarter rent, the
of cultivating Coffee, in Wh,l:hth three-quarters rent, and the ninth full assessment of Rupee 1.9
the seventh half rent, thehel]t:ler is not even bound to cultivate Coffce | Ang this same description
per cawnie, and t.l}at the (l))een enjoyed by Coffee cultivators at Cocnoor, Kotagherry, Seegoor,
of ¢ Cowle” I believe hﬁ;: much moie favorable land than mige. Cannot Tea then, an entirely
&c., and all 'dleS(;3 ?::tfu‘ culture, claim to be put at least upon an equal footing with Coffee, an
not"‘;ll?:‘h‘tgsaiztn;v one ? The Government may be Pleased to remember that
establis

at the outset [
ked for simply this Coffee * Cowle” of nine years,
aske o

and to leave my interests in the
to carricd out ;and, therefore, if

10. But I am compelled immediately to quit these hills,
hands of others, I cannot afford to sacrifice all I have hither
I should still have failed to convince the Government that 1 rightfully claim to have every con-
dition struck out of the lease which is not strictly in accordance wij the terms Proposed by me,
and agreed to by Government, according to my letter of the 1th September 1860, then I ask

hat a simple ¢ Cowle” may be given me for the land, binding me to pPay the full assessment op
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it at once in proportion to my actual area of cultivation, and after any brief term of years the

Government may think fit to lay down that I shall pay the same on the w hole holding, subject to

vedemption by the purchase of the Fee Simple at whatever may be the rate obtaining.

-

il. I beg the favor of all future communications to me being addressed to the care of
-4 A 2
Captain Daly, Ootacamund.

No. 290. Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 4th November 1861, No. 6,010.

Read the following letter from E. B. THOMAS, Esq., Collector of Coimbatore, to W. HUD.
LESTON, Esq., Secretary to the Doard of Revenue, Chepauk, dated Coimbatore,
10th October 1861, No. 217.
Sir, . . ,

1. T am compelled to make a further reference in Mr. Rae's case, as I do not expect any
ision I might arrive at, would satisfy that gentlemau, . '
de‘”s;m‘ Mr ?{ae lost, as he informs me, my first letter, (rather carelessly I think), I sent him,

" . 7 to i il i If I understood
rever, another copy. In reply to it he now quotes cases and itlustrations,
homeret, another copy aright the Board’s order and intention, it is, that Mr. Rae should
have the 240 Acres ke applied for in the Sholoor valley. I went
with the Surveyor, Mr. Williams (inviting Mr. Rae who did not

If sufficient be found there.

however attend), some months back, specially to pointout the site (asked by Mr. Rae himself)

lie bas declined to mark or point out
wishes to occupy in the Sholoor valle
survey the land, its actual area cannot be ascertained,

to recommend that he be permitted to occupy any land
théy are fuither of apinion that if he does occupy

to be surveyed, this is the tkird time I have been ; on one oceasion Mr. Rae was there, and fully
0 ’

discussed all points, the Surveyor is of opinion, as L also am, that the Jull 240 acres can be found
th::re \ I beg therefore to know, is Mr. Rae to confine himself to the Sh

iginal application, or is he to be allowed to have other land elsewhere, either in excess of, or

igin ) . -
fm;. u of, the Sholoor grant (the 210 being found available there) ; and if so, on what terms,

n lie
l P i understood that Mr. Rae was to have elsewhere, only the dalumce of any land not

Je

ound sufficient at Shologr ; but as 210 acres are to be found there,
s y other. Mr Rae scems to think he can leave his own origin
to an . .

oloor valley, his own

I do not consider him entitled

al application, and select land
where he likes.

4. I havealso toinform the Board that the Executive‘Engineer, Captain Furewell, informs
me, Mr. Rae declines to mark out any boundari.es at S.holoor, or allow AMr, Williams, the
Go’vernme"t Surveyor, to survey it, but is er‘nploymg aprivate Surveyor, te survey as Mr, Rae
may point out, this of course cannot be officially recognized, | ’ .

5. Talso eaclose copy of Mr. Rae’s last letter, stating that
he is proceeding to ¢ Occdpy‘ land at I\Iar]ymund," close to
Ootacainund, and quite inadmissible. It is very desil.'al.ﬂe that these discussions which Mr, Rae
seems to wish to keep open, should be setrl.ed by a distinct order, one way or other, at present
Mr. Rae shows no intention of yielding their old right of v.vaqv, vor of giving any compensatipn,
to the burghers, who still complain loudly of the appropriation of their land, and refuse to give
it up.

* Withe ¢ any authaity,

1. Ordered to be submitted for the decision of Government,
T'roceedings of Government, 23rd % Mr. Rae was granted 24
August 1860, No. 1,423, of forestin a locality
Do. 21st September 1860, ; 7.
No. 1,685. that there is a defici
supplement at Mailymund, and to do the same in

0 acres of 1and includiag foity acres
selected by himself in which he now alleges
ent area of forest land which he desires to
regard te the grass land should that also fall

short of the extent in hig grant,

3. The Sholoor valley contains,

it is believed, the full extent of land asked for, but Mr. Rae
apparently claims to select such plots

as suit him there, and the balance elsewhere if necessary as
for the District Engineer,

the boundaries of the land he
Y> and has refused to allow

the Government Surveyor to
The Board, therefore, are not prepared
elsewhere under his special grant, and
» as he threatens to do in his Tetter to



\l . -
J - Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department, 5
4  Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department, 23rd October 1862.

23rd October 1862.

- 2. As this forest is an enormous one, stretching into the Mail Koonda valley with a pro-
bable area of some 5,000 acres, with abundance of room for ten such plantations as the one
I desire to have there, I trust that the present competition for Tea land, which the success of my
endeavors has raised, may not now be allowed to have a solitary refrospective effect on me
regarding a tract conditionally promised to me by Government®
prior to Lord Canning’s Fee Simple Order.,

Mr. Thomas, land at Marlymund or in any other locality other than Sholoor, steps should be
immediately taken to proceed against him for trespass. The Board observe that Mr. Rae P"*
continues to address the Collector in a style and tone wholly unbecoming, and are of opinion 1+* :
he should be warned that a repetition of such a proceeding will lead to his communications bein, *

P

* G. 0. No. 2,068, 29th October 1861.

returned to hirg. LT ’ }

(A true Copy and DExtract.) .
(Signed) W. HUDLESTON, Secretary-

—_—

No. 291, From II. D. RAE, Esq., to J. D. SIM, Esq., Secretary to Government, Revenue-
Department Fort Saint George, dated Surat Districts, Bombay Presidency, 11th March |
1862.
Sik,

L ;;cr With reference to my letter (No. 36 of the 9th October las.t) to the 3fidf‘_355 O:‘,
A etary Pycroft, begging that the land granted to me for the experimental cultivation o
tea on the Neilgherries may be on a lease as favorable as that enjoyed by Coffee Planters, and’
with reference to the Order of Government (No. 2,068 of the 20th idem) refusing me an
extension for the same cultivation of 500 acres of land near Mail Koondah till a settlement on
the above lease had been arrived at and till my experiment proved successful, I beg now to be
Permitted to purchase both tracts of land in Fee Simple according to the orders of the Governof’
General of India on the subject. .

2. Regarding the success or otherwise of my experimental culture I beg herewith to aPPend
in original two letters to and from the Secretary to the Bombay Chamber of Commerce. The
favorable opinion’ of a competent Chinaman, his ¢ chop,” the highly remunerative price oﬁ'eﬂfd
me by two Bombay merchants, and the qualities of strength and flavor assigned to my Teas ‘2'
these papers will, I trust, be deemed sufficient proofs that 1 have now led my experiment beYorl!
the highly promising stage officially reported of it by the Madras Chamber of Commeree 10 7€
Board of Revenue about a year ago.

3. The grant already made to me of 240 acres absorbs the whole of the available land, ?elo‘w .
7,000 feet, that is fit for the cultivation of Tea in * Sholoor valley.”” No further extension 11
that qaarter beyond the grant already made is possible,

4. The boundaries of the 500 acres in the direction of Mail Koondah have been officially
pointed out by me to the Conservator of Forests.

|
5. 1 would beg most respectfully to remind His Excellency in Council of the opinion
which His Excellency himself expressed to me on visiting my plantation, that ¢ T applared to .
¢ have Tea seedlings sufficient to cover 5 or 600 acres,” and to add that my original r:pplication,l
was for 200 cawnics with power of extension on the same terms otherwise for 500 cawnies fzt.once,
and the total I seek only amounts to the (240 acres plus 500 acres) 500 cawnies originally
asked for. 5

6. In conclusion, I may mention that I have lately taken a partner into the plantation'and
am about to get a brother out to supervise the underiaking.

7. If possible may I beg that this letter may be allowed to lie over till Mr. E. B, Thomas,
the Collector of Coimbatore, retires from the-service, as you are already acquainted with the
obstructions I have met with at his hands?

P.S. May I beg that the purport of the appended letters may not be made public in the
newspapers till Chinese manipulators are available.

No. 292.  From H. D. RAE, Esq., to J. D. SIM, Esq., Revenue Secretary to Government,
Fort Saint George, dated Surat, 25th March 1862,

D,

Ao WAL tefetence \o =0y \e ‘

Pplied for o tract

hed | of lang
a dlrecnon, known "

3O observe that 1Mo
1 Tea cultivation 1’
» Lbelieve, ag Dévie's Shola-

i

i

A B R

3. 1 have the honor herewith to append rough sketch of the land in question, that (where
colored blue) is what I had applied for, It lies all below the remaius of *an old abandoned gh4
tract that was never passable to carts and has been long impassable to cattle or foot traffic.
Nearly the only sound portion of this old road from Coimbatore to Ootacamund is the part in
this forest, and this I desire to be my boundary:

4. The richest portions of this forest comprise very extensive arcas at C and D (see
Appendix); but with a view to interfere as little as possible with the advent in this quarter of
other Tea planters I seek for no land above this road. If the area below the road should be in
excess of 500 acres, I shall be prepared to give up the excess by cutting off a slice (at A) on the
Ootacamund side; but any deficiency in the area I would desire to make good by straightening

, or more or less curving my boundary in the steep fern waste land at B.

5. On a reference to me regarding a deficiency in the area of the grant to me at Sheloor
I only yesterday telegraphed to my Attorney, Captain Daly, to absorb in Sholoor valley all land
below 7,000 feet deemed available by the Collector, which may not in greater part be too barren
or steep or otherwise self evidently unfit for my cultivation. And as, by my own measurements,
I am aware that the area (240 acres) already granted to me exactly absorbs all the waste land of
that valley (Sholoor); that is fit for Tea any extension to my grant beyond the 249 acres is no
longer possible in that quarter. Hence, in applying for the 500 acres at Dévie’s Shola towards
Mail Koonda I desired to forego the extensions accorded to me in paragraph 7 of Government
Order No. 1,422 of 23rd Auvgust 1860, in favor of this one extension of 500 acres on whatever
may be the terms of the Sholoor grant: and I think the Government Solicitor during the last
five months would have tendered me for signature a covenant (as per Government Order

No. 1,685 of the 21st September 1860) that I could have agreed to, were it not that he most
probably considered that the terms of Freehold and of redemption of land tax offered by the
Governor General were so much §uperior to the light and favorable terms on which I hold my
land that T would prefer taking action under Lord Canning’s Fee Simple Order to awaiting a
covenant from him; but this order has now been long out, and 1 have nevertheless waited
patiently for the covenant, and I only applied for the Fee Simple of Sholoor and of the tract jn
Dévie's Shola when rumours (verified to-day) reached me (1) that others hearing of my selection
of Dévic’s Shola were taking advantage of Lord Canning’s proffered terms by applying for land
in the selfsame forest, and (2) that consequently if 1 did not move in the matter also now
I might perhaps lose the tract I applied for in Dévie’s Shola by its possibly being unwittingly
made over by the Collector to some subsequent applicant under the existing order of things.

Otherwise 1 am still ready ta hold these 500 acres on the same

i vo.1,655, 21st September 1860.
+ G.0. No.1,685, P termst and covenant as the Shooloor grant.

6. Should IIis Excellency in Council feel unable to now accord me these 500 acres either
in Fee Simple without auction at the Governor General's rates, or on the Sholoor terms, I trust
at least that that measure of encouragement which the Madras Government have always strived
to extend to me as the developer of a new industry will still be held out to me by this tract
being ordered to be carefully  reserved” for me in accordance with the spirit and ** fwo condi-
sions” of paragraph 31 of the aforesaid Fee Simple Order of the Governor General. -

7. On second thoughts T beg now to be permitted to withdraw the reservations 1 lately
expressed to you, rvegarding non-publicity of my success in the newspapers and regarding
Mr. E. B. Thomas’ resignation of the service. ’

P.S. Since writing this letter 1 have read in the Bombay  Times of India” of the 24th
instant, that wore land has been lately applied for on the Neilgherries than there are acres there.

)

By
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Ml'- Th.omas, land at Marlymund or in any other locality other than Sholoor, steps should be
lmm.edlately taken to proceed against him for trespass. The Board observe that Mr. Rae
continues to address the Collector in a style and tone wholly unbecoming, and are of opinion "

he should be warned thit a repetition of such a proceeding will lead to his communications bain,:
returned to him.

(A true Copy and Extract.) .
(Signed) W. HUDLESTON, Seeretary.

No. 20 ~ From I1. D, RAE, Esq., to J. D, SIM, Esq., Secretary to Government, Revenue-
Department Fort Saint George, dated Surat Districts, Bombay Presidencys 11th March
1862,

Six,

1

. W f.
1. With reference {o my letter (No. 36 of the 9th October last) to the a.udr?ss 0 ‘
Mr. Secretary P . the experimental cultivation of
y Pyeroft, begging that the land granted to me for the SXPEE. " T v, and -
Tl.ea an the Neilgherries may be on a lease as favorable as that enjoyed y plis ’ .
with reference to the Order of Government (No. 2,068 of the r.b29th 1dex{11)1 re us;{‘ﬂb me an
extension for the same cultivation of 500 acres of land near Ml I\OOHdahr t; Iabset emer:(i (‘:)e
the above lease had been arrived at and till my experiment pr.oved successdu ’ f 81;]_., D(:W rnof
permitted to purchase both tracts of land in Fee Simple according to the orders of the Gove .
General of India on the sub;
> subject. . i end
2, Regarding the Suchess or otherwise of my expenmental culture I beg herewith to ﬂPPThe'
in original two lett Lie Secretary to the Bombay Chamber of Commerce. 1
W0 letters to and from the ..t chop,” the highly remunerative price offere
favorable opinion of a competent Chinaman, his . Teas in
p lities of strength and flavor assigned to mY .
me by two Bombay merchants, and the quali . tent beyond
these pa ill ’ 4 sufficient proofs that 1 have now led my experiment 5¢¥
papers will, I trust, be deemed § 4 of it by the Madras Chamber of Commerce t0 the
the highly promising stage officially reporte

Board of Revenue about a year ago.
3. The grant already made to m

7,000 feet, that is fit for the cultiva

that quarter beyond the grant already
4. The boundaries of the 500

Forests.

. Conservator of . . . e .t

pointed out by mebto the : respec‘f“uy to remind His Excellency in Council of tl.. opinion
6. 1 would beg mos

visiting my plantation, that ¢ I app-ared to
. . -v hi f expressed to me on . . . .

which His Execfllenuy hu-ns:tl R ccl))ver 5 or 600 acres,” and to add that my original application )
¢ have Tea seedlings sufficie on on the same terms otherwise for 500 cawnies at once,

oo ) extensi
was for 200 caz;mws laz)ztl;lz;oua‘i:;:{nts to the (240 acres plus 500 acres) 500 cawnies originally
and the total 1 seex © > .

o of 240 acres absorbs the whole of the available land, belo.W .
tion of Tea in ¢ Sholoor valley. No further extension 1

made is possible. '
acres in the direction of Mail Koondah have been officially

asked for. may mention that T have lately taken a partner into the plantation’and

ion, I . .
%-. tlzocozzl:skl):zther out to supervise the underfaking.
am abou 1t g ible may I beg that this letter may be allowed to lie over till Mr. E. B, Thomas,
7. possi

he Collector of Coimbatore, retires from the-service, as you are already acquainted with the
the Collector . :
obstructions I have met with at lu§ hands ?

P.S. May beg that the purport of the appended letters may not be made public in the
newsp‘;Pe'rs ¢ill Chinese manipulators are available.

—

No. 292.  From I. D. RAE, Esq., to J. D. 8IM, Esq., Revenue Secretary to Government,
e Fort Saint George, dated Surat, 25th March 18G2.

Sig,

1. 'With reference to my letter to you of the 1lth instant, I beg to observe that 1 have
just been informed that General Dowker has applied for a tract of land for Tea cultivation 18

28 Dévie's Sholae

e selfzame forest as myselt in the Wail Koonda dicection, known, ey N

Vo D Y mtame
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2. As this forest is an enormous one, stretching into the Mail Koonda valley with a pro-
bable area of some 5,000 acres, with abundance of room for ten such plantations as the one
I desire to have there, I trust that the present competition for Tea land, which the success of my
endeavors has raised, may not now be allowed to have a solitary refrospective effect on me
regarding a tract conditionally promised to me by Government®
prior to Lord Canning’s Fee Simple Order.

3. I have the honor herewith to append rough sketeh of the land in question, that (where
colored blue) is what I had applied for. It lies all below the remains of an old abandoned gh4
tract that was never passable to carts and has been long impassable to cattle or foot traffic.
Nearly the only sound portion of this old road from Coimbatore to Ootacamund is the part in
this forest, and this I desire to be my boundary: .

4. The richest portions of this forest comprise very extensive arcas at C and D (see
Appendix); but with a view to interfere as little as possible with the advent in this quarter of
other Tea planters I seek for no land above this road. If the area below the road should be in
excess of 500 acres, Ishall be prepared to give up the excess by cutting off a slice (at A) on the
Ootacamund side; but any deficiency in the area I would desire to make good by straightening

* G. 0. No. 2,068, 29th October 1861,

. or more or less curving my boundary in the steep fern waste land at B.

5. On a reference to me regarding a deficiency in the area of the grant to me at Sholoor
Ionly yesterday telegraphed to my Attorney, Captain Daly, to absorb in Sholoor valley all land
below 7,000 feet deemed available by the Collector, which may not in greater part be too barren
or steep or otherwise self evidently unfit for my cultivation¢ And as, by my own measurements,
I am aware that the area (240 acres) already granted to me exactly absorbs all the waste land of
that valley (Sholoor); that is fit for Tea any extension to my grant beyond the 240 acres is no
longer possible ¢n that quarter. Hence, in applying for the 500 acres at Dévie’s Shola towards
Mail Koonda I desired to forego the extensions accorded to me in paragraph 7 of Government
Order No. 1,422 of 23rd August 1860, in favor of this one extension of 500 acres on whatever
may be the terms of the Sholoor grant: and I think the Government Solicitor during the last
five months would have tendered me for signature a covenant (as per Government Order
No. 1,685 of the 21st September 1860) that I could have agreed to, were it not that he most
probably considered that the terms of Freehold and of redemption of land tax offered by the
Governor General were so much superior to the light and favorable terms on which I hold my
land that T would prefer taking action under Lord Canning’s Fee Simple Order to awaiting a
covenant from him; but this order has now been long out, and 1 have nevertheless waited
patiently for the covenant, and I only applied for the Fee Simple of Sholoor and of the tract in
Dévie’s Shola when rumours (verified to-day) reached me (1) that others hearing of my selection
of Dévic’s Shola were taking advantage of Lord Canning’s proffered terms by applying for land
in the selfsame forest, and (2) that consequently if 1 did not move in the matter also now
T might perhaps lose the tract I applied for in Dévie’s Shola by its possibly being unwittingly
made over by the Collector to some subsequent applicant under the existing order of things.

Otherwise 1 am still ready to hold these 500 acres on the same

1. 0. No. 1,085, 21st September 1860.
1 6.0 No.1,65% P termst and covenant as the Shooloor grant.

6. Should His Excellency in Council feel unable to now accord me these 500 acres either
in Tee Simple without auction at the Governor General's rates, or on the Sholoor terms, I trust
at least that that measure of encouragement which the Madras Government have always strived
to extend to me as the developer of a new industry will still be held out to me by this tract
being ordered to be carefully ‘¢ reserved” for me in accordance with the spirit and * two condi-
tions” of paragraph 31 of the aforesaid Fee Simple Order of the Governor General. -

7. On second thoughts I beg now to be permitted to withdraw the reservations T lately
expressed to you, regarding non-publicity of my success in the newspapers and regarding
Mr. E. B. Thomas’ resignation of the service, . '

P.S. Since writing this letter 1 have read in the Bombay ¢ Times of India” of the 24th
instant, that more land has been lately applied for on the Neilgherries than there are acres there.

)

{
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6  Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department
23rd October 1862,

2

I trust sincerely that this state of things will not preve
later the promises of extension made to me on the 2
No. 1,422), and again on the 29th of October 1861 (

—

nt Government from fulfilling sooner or

3rd of August 1860 (Government Order
Government Order No. 2,068).

No. 293.  From H. D, RAE, Esq.,

to J. D. SIM, Esq., Secretary to Government, Revenue
Department,

Fort Saint George, Madras, dated Surat, 5th July 1862,
S1R, . *

1. I have the honor to inform you that I am in receipt of a letter
Bombay Chamber of Commerce, transmitting to me an opinion from a L.

of Neilgherry Tea manufactured by me which had been forwarded Home

2. Tam informed that my manufacture is perfectly marketab\ 2 and a value is assigned
to it considerably in excess of the minimum laid down by Messrs, : #9i. - ana Jameson, below
which the cultivation in the Himalayas would not pay. Butitis fur’ - -3ded that the leaf i
evidently of superior quality to which neither my mode of packingnc . ufacture do justice,
in short, I am told that I have done little more than spoil an apparentl g- 1article.

3. I may here state that the Neilgherry Tea mentioned by the .ate

Thomas, as palatable and occasionally procurable at Captain Mann’s plantation at Coonoor, is due
to tuition having been carefully imparted by me to the Native Superintendent in charge there.
,Lhat Tea may be fairly taken as a sample of what I sent Home,

4. The cost of labor on the Neilgherries is 50 per cent.
Himalayas, Assam, Silhet and Cachar ; and fyel for manufact
in place of being as elsewhere a drug in the market,

Selections from the records of the Government of India, No. 23) are situated in about the most
pestilential jungles of India, But the undoubted ag

1 vantage of the great salubrity of the Neil-
gherry plateau is met, as already shown, by the working expenses of an Listate being on the
Neilgherries at least double of that obtaining elsewhere. This disadvantage of cost could, of
course, be met as at Home by cultivation by steam and manufacture by machinery ; bat, till the
real value of the leaf in the hands of competent manipulators is actually determined, future capita-
lists will prefer investments of a more ce ,

rtain nature.’

5. T have already stated at consi
No. 2,215 of the 4th April last) the re
Government ; and I trust most sincer

nor of the Presidency, Sir Charles T
now be meted out to me in d

6. Ihave latel
Tea Districts,

om the Secretary to the
don broker on a sample
to him for report.

in excess of that obtaining in the
ure with us is both scarce and dear,
The Bengal Tea Districts (vide page 91 of

derable length (vide Proceedings of the Boatd of Revenue
ason and nature of the aid I seek at the hands of the Madras
ely that the voluntarily tendered promise of the then Gover-

'revelyan (which led me to take up the cultivation), will
eveloping this new industry in Southern India.

y heard from Dr, Cleghorn, who states that he has visited the Himalayan
and that I have nothing to fear

thousands of plants fit to Pick on the first fall of rai

n in April 1863, and have already one thousand
at Kulhutty which were ready last spring,

. I humbly hope the opportunity, which now so pro-
Pitiously offers itself of Dr., Cleghorn's presence in Dr. Jameson’s neighbourhood in the

Pm.]jaubic Himalayas will be speedily availed of in a manner which I am quite ready to leave
entirely to the discretion of these two gentlemen or of the Madras Government,

No. 294, ORDER THEREON, 23rd October 1862, No. 2,266.

1. ' The Government are satisfied that Mr. Rae is,
the experiment, the growth of Tea on grass land, in ¢
the land which he now holds at Sholoor, They resolve t
orders to offer him a permanent Title Deed on the follo

50 i:ar as ¥1is means permit, fairly trying
onsideration of which they granted him
herefore in modificatio
wing terms; —

I. That during the seven years free tenure allow.

devoted to Tea culture failing which he sha]] pay the full
Pper acre ad initio,

1 of their previous

ed to him theland shall be bond fide
assessment of the land, viz, 1 Rupee

\

- ollector, Mr, E. B. °

in point of climate. As I shall have several®

i

Proce;’dz’ngs of the Madras Government, Revenue Department, 7
23rd October 1862,

~

II. That at the end of the seven years he shall 'have a permanent title f:ree }(:E allt?the:f
conditions than the regular payment of the assessment, viz., l.Rupee per acr;, with :v:a:f:n;c;r;
redemption at twenty years’ purchase according to the rules in force wl}en the gran mad l

III. That the Collector or any Officer specially depu'ted by l?lm, shall.hav? ﬁet(ai ::gtlol‘:
of entry at all times within the first seven years.of the lease w'nth or th?out.fnoi;ierem&zr
inspect Mr, Rae’s proceedings, but no right of interference with the mode of cu s &eo

IV. That Mr. Rae shall maintain boundry marks. .

V. That any differences connected with Mr. Rae’s'occupation of the 1ang lt\};at Ix{nay a;:f
between him and Government shall be settled. by arbitra.tlon; Gr.ovemfn.enb anb ﬁr.’ l ::‘.:smlebar
appointing one arbitrator and the two nominating an umpire ; their decision to be fina
all legal proceedings. . . . .

2. The Government Solicitor will be directed in supersession of all previous mstructlon‘s
to draw a form of lease giving Mr. Rae the land, 211«0 acres, alt) ?hoilto;:l ;ef['l:r: ::er t;oornzcz:;: syf;::

j upee 1 per acre, but w
:II:S ;ilizrizfziz s;;?c?fitectl(.) m’ll‘?lseseizzzns;(;fﬂﬁ ll))e as :)hort, simple and free from technicalities as
possible. y \

3. In their Order of 23rd August 1860, Revenue Department, No. 1,422, paragrf\ph 7, .the
Government acceded to the request of Mr. Rae that he should be allc:wed to e.xtend his holdx'ng
at Sholoor on the same terms if successful. The success of Mr. Rae’s experiment has m;t yet
been established, when it has been, he may again address Gover‘m.nent. Mean’whxle the COl.ectOt
will be instructed not to grant or sell Government land adjoining 'Mr. Rae’s Tea plantatxo;x at
Sholoor without express orders. The promise of Government applied only to land at Sholoor
and none can be given on those terms elsewhere.

(Signed) T. PYCROFT,
Chief Secretary.
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