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Proceedznns of the Madras Government, Revenue Department
- 17th October 1862, .
- ' ™
‘No. 203. Read the following Proceedings of the Madras Government in the Military
'Department, datéd 10th October 1862, No. 3,493 :— .
¥ L3
Communicating certain correspondence in view to its being i
. ascertained en what terms a permanent settlement of the
claim preferred hy the Vieur of the Roman Catholic (Vlde Mlhtary Proceedmos, loth October
Church at St Thomas’ Mount can be most advisedly 18() Nos. 200__202)
N . arranged, reserving to Government the rizht of occupation
- of the portion of the Hill now used for Military purposes. o
- . No. 204. ORDER THEREON, 17th October 1862, No. 2,222. .

Referred to the Collector of Madras through the Board of Revenue for report as to the
terms on which a permanent settlement of the claim alluded to can be most advisedly arranged,
reserving to Government the right of occupatlon of the portion ‘of St. Thomas Mount now used
for Military purposes. ) )

; . (Signed) P. P. HUTCHINS,
Acting Deputy Secretary to Government.
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MILITARY DEPARTMENT.
PROCEEDINGS OF TIIE MADRAS GOVERNMENT.

Read the following papers:—
"From the Reverend C. S. Pereira, Vicar of the Roman Catholic Church, Saint Tiomas’ Mount,
18¢h August 1862 ; to the Secretary to Government, Public Works Departmaut, Madras.

I beg to bring the following circumstance to your notice, with the view that the same may
be laid for the favorable and liberal consideration of His Excellency the Governor in Coun-
'¢il, and secure me and my successors the right of a fixed monthly rent for the benefit of my Chureh,
for the lands occupied for Military purposes on the summit of Saint Thomas' Mount, the exclusive
property of the Chuich situated thereon, as defined by Government in the Survey Plan lately made
for the purpose of marking the limit of the lands appertaining to the Church.

2. 1t will be seen from the correspondence noted in the margin,* (copies herewith sent)

’ that the lands thus taken up,

* Letter from the Brigadier Commanding Saint Thomas’ Mount, are for a Powder Magazine and
10 the Acting Bishop of St. Thomé, dated 23rd July 1857, Battery for three or four Guns,

vDoNo 3063. " do. fromdo Qith do. 1357, and aslam confident that it is
Do. from Mr. P. Curley, Sub-Enginser, to station Staff Officer vot the intention of Government

Saint Thomas’ Mount, dated 18th August 1857, No. 4. to occupy private lands for pub-
Do. ~om the Brigndier Commanding Saint Lhomas’ Mount, .

(;o tlzefflcting Bi.sh.:;qp of Saint Thomé, dated 17th August 1857, lic purposesfrec of rent,and thus

No. 408. deprive the owner of his lawful

* Do to do from do. dated 20tk August 1857. pecuniary right, [ now ventuie

. to solicit their liberal but just
consideration to my claim, for a rent for the grounds on which the Buildings have been con-
structed, solely for the protection of the Cantonment lying on the base of the Hill.

3. To establish the legality of the claims advanced above, I need only refer Government

to the decrees passed in suits preferred by me in the Moonsiff's Court at Poonamallee, institnting
my right for monthly land rent from the owners of the houses and huts built on the Hill, and
within the boundary marked off by Government, as the exclusive property of the Church. The
Court has on this authority alone, recognised my lawful right to the lands, and decreed in one
and all the suits, that 2 monthly rent should be paid to me as the Vicar of the Church for the
time being, and the recognition of my proprietory right admitted.

4. Moreover, the Government indefining the boundary of the lands as appertaining to the

: Church, have strictly ruled that their

Extract Minutes of Consullation, dated 17th Septem- orders passed on that occasion did not

ber 1856. empower the Vicar to dispossess the occu-

pants of the lands disputed, though defined:

by them as the Church property, and left the matter to be decided ina Civil Court, to effect

which, and particularly to establish my legal rights to the assigned lands, I have been put to much
.expense and inconvenience. .

5. The institution of the legal proceeding in the Civil Court, I beg to state, for the infor-
mation of Government, has cost me upwards of 400 Rupees, and although the costs were adjudged
.in my favor, yet I am up to this date unable to recover the same from the parties who are for
the most part ia indigent circumstances, and others will’ not pay knowing that I will have to
put myself to further expense and trouble, which I could ill-afford to do.

G. Trom the facts represented above, I hope that the Government will not deny me and

" my successors as Vicars of the Church, the right to a monthly ground rent for the benefit of
my Church for the lands occupied for their own purpose, particularly as they have admitted
such claim by allowing a fixed monthly rent for the site of the small Magazine and Serjeant’s

Quarters lying adjacent to the Flag Staff.

7. TIn conclusion, I would leave it in the hands of Government to decide as to the amount
" of the monthly ground rent to be paid to me, for the benefit of my Church, frem the date of
the occupation of the lands in question.



From Brigadier ZE. Shireefl, Commanding the Mount, No, 363; o the Reverend Dr. Lob
Acting Bishop, Suint Thomé.

I have the honm: to inform you, that it is conlemplaled to erect two or three open Batteri
of Artillery on the Hill, a measure it is hoped will meet with your support at the present periog -
should any damages be done to your property in placing the Guns in position, it shall be repaire]
without delay.

——

From the Rererend M. F. Lobo, Acting Bishop, Saint Themé ; to Byigadier . Shirreff, Comman
ing the Mount, ’

1 hav‘e the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of yesterday’s date, and hav
much pleasure in most readily consenting to’the proposal therein alluded to, for the emergencié
of the Presem period, and hope that the indemnification offered, in the event of any damags
occurring to the property of the Church on the M ount, will be borne. .

. . - . . ;

I‘ think it a temporary measure, but if the Batteries shall be sometimes permanently posted
the Government of course must have some consideration for the occupation of the grouni
besides the damages done. :
. —_— ?
From Mr, P. Curley, Sub-Engineer, No. 4 ; to Colonel Brown, Station Staff Officer, Saint Thomas

Mount. . ’ ‘

I beg to bring to yournotice that the Cler . ,
eg to brifig 1o yo a gyman on the Mount has this day showed me
le}a‘tte{; in whlc(lll permission of Reverend M. F. Lobo has been asked to build theze Batteries ol
the x o:]mt, ;m the Priest says tha.t, in that letter there is no mention made of a Magazine being
required, and he also told me that it would be advisable to obtain the Reverend T.obo’s permii

sion before the work could be proceeded with, 11
et i
until the receipt of which, the work will be del,aye:l.o o refer the matfer for your further orders‘

From Brigadier A2, Shirreff, Commandin
. » the M N . -
Acting Bishop, Saint Thomé. | g the Hount, No. 408; to the Reverand Lr. Lob

.

. I have lhe' honor to request you will be good enough to lend me your best support in aid
- -ing me to fortify th.e arown o.f the Hill, for the protection of the Station in the event of at
attack, to effect this object, it will be absolutely necessary to build a Magazine excavatel
after the manner of a Tunnel in the South East angle, and about 120 feet f gb V', ’s housd
)'O“d“zll at once perceive that owing to the peculi:r ’formation of thee;’la:m:; dingl:: ;'rson;) u;r:

nee 1 . . ] B
dient ti 35 ‘:ff:f ntiii fllmn:e myﬁ]ast communication to you on this subject, it was found expe
full eoncurrence w(hich 3 W}?S - amlCIPaled, and which 1 believe would have met with youf
The works Iass;re ¢ was t edrea.son I did not mention the additional works now in Progresé
' hand are an orn you a(xl-e no detriment to any part of your Church property, but on the othe
d ament and a protection to all. 1 beg to enclose aletter from the Sub-Engincer

* and trust you will not offer any objecti ] 1
“safety of the Station depends. * y objection to the works being proceeded Wwith, on which the

1 rom t%e .ReUG) end L! LObD Act“'lg B S, t [/] ’igadl‘a’ JE- 5‘5” 7€ ’
) .
) 1 [} 3 ’l(/p, Sazn Tbomé, t B .ﬁ‘

I have th : . : -
ave the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of yesterday's date, requesting m}

sanclion fi & ..

thereltzn[(:attelfx}],d“;g of a I.Wagazme in the South East angle of the Mount, and in repl}

poses 0;' the Ptotectiop eflhs-u;e b crpressing my full concurrence with your proposal, for the pur

case of any injury to :itvl;e;cth thg: res;;lnt time demands, with the understanding, however, that 1
: ¢ Church or tk .

will repair the same fully and promntly he Parsonage caused by fire or other accidents, you

The letter from the Sub-Lngineer is herewith returned.
Referred to the MN‘itary Department,
(Signed) W. I. BIRDWOOD, Colonel, R. E.

19tk August 1862, Secretary to Government.

Referred to ke Commander-in-Chief (Quarter Master General’s Department. -
23rd August 1862.

1
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Memorandum from the Quarter Master General of the Army, JIead,Quar}érs: boiacamu;zd, Vith

September 1862, No.-331.; to the Secretary o szfarnment, Military Department.

Forwarded to Government for information. ) -

, Iis Excellency the Commander-in-Chief thinks that the sites of the Battery and Magazind

_ should be purchased for such sum as the Collector may consider they are worth ; which cannot~
be much. It does not seem expedient to abandon either, now that they have been established,?
and may be needed again. B .

‘ «.
From the Officer Commanding Centre Division, Madras, 11th September 1862, No.1110; to:

~

) . the Deputy Quarter Master General of the Army, Fort Saint George. ‘
With reference to the correspondence® as per margin, and your endorsement No. 6685,
ofthe 29th August 1862, calling '

Referring to the Commander-in- Chief currespendence fromithe for a Report, I have tl
Picar of the Roman Catholic Churchat Saint Thomas' (o, B Ao h‘f‘.m;
Mount, requesting that a fived monthly rent may be granted e Magazine and,
' to him on account of the lands occupied fur Military purposes . ‘
on the summit of the Hil. . o ; - porary measure, which was most
: ; readily. congented to by thei
. _ Reverend Dr. Lobo,the Acting”

Bishop of Saint Thomé for the protection of the Church property in common wit}l the rest of ‘the'z
Cant(l)nment;o‘r_x the guarantes of any damage done being at once repaired, but w1th?ut any shpu-_:,
lation for rent_during the temporary }occupatiou o)f the: ground bein'g aske(‘l or given, and that.‘
none was expected is clear from no claim having been advanced until now 1. I'cannot therefore g
* recommend that Government*shouldf burden iteelf 'yvith back rent from the’time of“occupa’lion.};

4

With regard to the future, the’ emerge'nc; calling for the erection’ of the Battery and*
1 agazine having happily ceaséd, I would suggest dismounting the Guns, but as it is not advisable

Battery were erected as a tem-:

s T .
# ’ 1 -

. PR )
*Hereith returned. 5] SR ;

-

:ne to the land owner, thé right of re-occupying the Magazine and again ,

‘ to make over the Magazi ‘ ‘ ; ‘
mounting the Guns on asimilat emergency, might be secured by the payment of a small donation

1o purchase this privilece in lieu of rent, o

) et
OrDer, No. 3493, 10tk October 1862, %

municated to the Revenue Department,
of the District, on what.terms a per-

s

- it 4 e ed - B —

- ) .
Ordered that the foregoing correspondence be com
ia view toits being ascertained, through the Collector

. manent settlement of the claim in question can be most a

dvisedly arranged, reserving to Govern-

ment the right of occupation of the portion of the Hill now used for Military purposes. -

(True Extract.)
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