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No. 137. Read the followin

October 1862:—

3 »

g letter from Dr. H. STANBROUGH, to the Honorable  « < -
T, PYCROFT, Chief Secretary to the Government of Madras, dated Madras, 4th .

-

s
psa.

- * >
accompanying Memorandum on the conveyance of Nagpore
ber by the Godavery Riverto Cocanada, and to request that
e of the Righ{ [Tonorable thé Governor in Council.

T

Sz, :
I have the honor o enclose the
Cotton in July, August, and Séptember b
S you will kindly bring the samé to the notic

B
.,
b
BT
»

.
’, ’

»

. .
'
;
- L
:
- .
-
T
-,
-
~
/¢ ~
»
v
~
¢ ! .
> -
’ [l
.
4 -
- 1
b
.
:
Py N
. . . R
“ ,
. .
- f
B
,

-

s

.

l

v

7 Lo T o Fy T L e

KR
L‘E =t

.

B R

et

N PR
St Anpdh

Sy,

k.

R 4 N
A 7 A%l

> -

*

N

L}

[

4 v - K
LA s ot

-

H
Cmwe oo

4
oerbits

No. 138.
The Government thank Dr.

. separately considered in the. Public Works Department.

*e

Stanbrough for his inter

ORDER THEREON, 10th October 1862, No. 2,189. . .
esting Memoranlum, which will be

.

- (Signed) P. P. HUTCHINS,
’ ) Acting. Deputy Secreiary to Government.
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~ MEMORANDUM. \\

‘The Government of India, in their letter No. 3944, dated 28th Sep-
tember 1861, having agreed to my proposal for conveying Cotton down
to the Coast by the Godavery route, left all preliminaries to be settled
by the Chief Commissioner of the Central Provinces of India. '

" Colonel Elliot rgquesf;ed that I would forward him a plan of proceed-
ings, which he approved of in his letter dated 30th October 1861; upon
which T deposited the sum of Rs. 20,000 in the Nagpoor Treasury which,
with the like amount sanctioned by Government, made a total of Rs.

40,000, upon Which I was allowed to draw at my own diseretion. .

The high price of the Cotton market in the ‘Bérar and Nagpoor
Provinces deterred me from purchasing before May, when the near ap-
proach of the S. W. Monsoon drove the ordinary dealers connected

__with the_ Bombay and Mirzapore. markets.from Nagpoor : _ and as the

rivers do not rise before the middle of June, I determined upon pur-
chasing the Jheree or Spring crop which is picked and cleaned in May
and June, and remains in the cultivators or Mahajuns’ Godowns until the

voads to the West and North are again open for traffic.

When I entered the market at that unusual season as a purchaser
of the Spring crop, considerable excitement was the natural result;
which however subsided when my object was understood, namely to
try an experiment in opening out a new exit to the Coast.’

. On account of the very great drought in the Nagpvoor Province,
there baving been 10 rain since November, the Spring crop Wwas very
scanty, but the Cotton was particularly fine and long stapled, having

grown only along the banks and a short diste'xr}ce' from the rivers, and
Cotton usually grown further off, where the

not mixed up with the
plants deprived of moisture are always <tunted in their growth and the

staple short and dirty from struggling through the hot season.

I found no more difficulty in _fob’c;ihing Cotton than I did in the
years 1856 and 1857 ; in fact the growers and others were willing to
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.. Works, the high price of grain,

' tention of the Madras. Government to have boats betw

. Cotton mart ; and three at Mogullee, below t1,

© 85 miles ; also a tramway under constructio

1
/
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sell and bring the Cotton to mein preference to storing or mortgaging
R [»] o

it to Soucars. :

* I do not think at present there is any likelihood of an increase in
t.he growth of Cotton in Nagpoor for several reasons, chicfly from defi-
clency of means in exporting it from the Province,

, : : caused by the in-
creased demand for carriage on account of the R )

ailway and Public
and paucity of labor; the cleaners of

Cof:ton, women and children, obtaining better pay on the railroad.

Early in January, Captain Haig informed me that it was the in-
een the reaches,
by June for con-
y would be res-
make some alter-
ns at which Cap-
d one building at
‘Chanda, to ply
om Ilinghenghat
¢ 3rd barrier, to convey
the head of the 2nd barrier,

S A : : n around the 3rd barrier of
32 miles. 'With.the impression that all would be completed by the time

,spr\piﬁ?ﬂ, nnr]j‘fh‘n_f: my )POTiS?Dn],jptgpﬁqn of proceedine on the top of a
fresh over the 3}'d barrier would only be consid;réamf%él—ﬂarhc'lir;esé on
my part and not conducive to any practical result or: future benefit, 1
decided upon building only one boat of 60 tons burden at Mogullee for
tmnShiPment of Cotton afrom the Bibberee River, should I have time.
My arrangements were alt completed emly in J une, when I again
visited the boat building stations, and found them ready.

and roads or tramways round the three barriers, ready
veying goods to the Coast, and that the Transit Acenc
ponsible for their safe arrival at Cocanada, which mi:'ht
ation in my intended plans. T atonce visited the stc;tio
tain Haig mentioned he would have boats, and foun
Kirme1~eq, above the 3rd ba;"rier, about 55 miles from
between that Station and Chickmunder, 18 miles fr

goods between thdt Station and Pulmellah,

.- The quantity of Cotton, 930 Dales, was purchased with facility in
the neighbogrhopd of Chanda, and screwed at Dallarpoor, on the
‘Wurdah River, and in order not to Lave any delay, as the river had not
as usual risen by the middle of Juue, I carted 570 bales from Ballarpoor
to Mogullce, below the 3rd barrier, a distance of 80 miles ; and loaded 3
Governmentand my own bloats( with the quantity. The Government boats
left for the head of the'fnd barrier on the 11th July, with a Steamer,
and arrived on the 17th at Dumagudiem the Zead of the 1st barrier,

1‘731‘1‘11‘1163 from Mogullee 3. and‘the‘ﬁ};sz_i;‘guantity,* viz. 400 bales did not

B revy e

reach Cocanada till the 22nd -August. .
. ‘ ~

ITaving made over the renfaining portion of my Cotton at Ballar-
poor, as requested, to the Transit Ageney of the Upper Godavery, from

coutaacw YT eomre e o YA - v . - .-
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I officially mad

returned to th

, ‘.‘s\end.,,ﬂo_ttgr,x..frm,ﬁingh

3

whom I could Jearn nothing satisfactory, I left Nagpoor for Ballarpoor
on the 7th of August, where- I found a Steam'e;- and cargo boat loaded
with 120 of my bales about to proceed to Kirmeree the head of th'e
3rd barrier, and as there Was every appearance o.f *a fresh, I accompani-
ed them to their destination. From thence I with gr‘?at difficulty pro-
d to Mogullee, around the barrier 32 miles, in “the height of the

ceede

_Monsoon, and. discavered_a quantity of the Cotton in seve\rae} places along

the road, without any covering, exposed to most violent rain., and only
34 bales at Mogullee and not even those under cover, but slightly pro-
tected with an old tarpaulin; in fact from the 1st July, the day on which
e over the remainder of the Cotton at Ballarpoor, about
360 bales, only these 34 had arrived, and the boats which went laden
away from Mogullee on the 11th July had not on the 10th August
at Station for more Cotton.

It may be thoﬁght presumptuous in me .to give any o.pinion upon
the working of the Godavery and Wurdah rivers, but having been for
the last 6 yearsa resident in the Nagpoor l.)rovmce, and the only_Eurz-

who has been during that time continuously connected with the
P ade. and the first to send Cotton and other produce down the
C'Otton t;la: 1? I did in 1856, I may be fairly considered better able to
l‘l.Vel', e tical opinion than most people. I commenced in 1856 to
givo & P enghat in basket boats to _Chanda, thence
e of the road as far as Budrachellum, about 200 IIFl]eS
d from thence by the Godavery to the Coast 138 miles.
The Government of Madras afterwards availed themselves of the rou’fe
by me for sending their stores, &ec. to Nagpoor. Of course this
shown ¥ rom October to the middle of June, after which the

is only open : N
1“0;13: becon):e closed for traffic in consequence of the heavy rains.
10

The route as now undertaken by the Government for carrzing pro-
vill, if permitted to be completed, be no doubt of

; ¥

duce and passengers ' .

. ense benefit to the country bordering upon the rivers, and more
m

1ally the Central Provinces. But there are many and grave ques-
. dered ere the Government expend money upon such an
jmmense scheme as that of es'tablishi.ng a complete water carriage from
the Cotton districts in Central India to Fhe Sea. If a complete water
carriage can be established, the construction of a tramway or corderoy
road around the 3td bart

taking advantag
from Chanda, an

tions to be const

jer must prove a useless expenditure ; the coun-
if.}: road which for the gr*é&l:rup;}t )I‘lli‘I:lS 'z.ﬂong tbe befse of: the Hills al;la-
quires little improvemen beyond bridging, the soil being gener ly
favourable, and would, ify much smaller outlay. ha‘d been made upon 1t,
be a much more efficient § means of communication than the tramway
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in 1ts plesent dﬂwprdated CODdlthl’l
vernment to open out the | _counrty effectually, canals must be made °

" around the ond and 1st haruers, for no- n.erchant mll in fact can aﬁmd
to, breaL bulk 8 tunes as now takes place\ : .

"' for the transport of produce across the 3rd barrier ;

If' it be the intention of the Go-

" The dilapidated condltton, caused by only one Monsoon of the

tramway partly constructed round the 3rd barrier a distance of 32 miles

k

- s sufﬁment to demonstmte the erroneous nature of the mixed water and -
~land carriage.

Agam ‘this route in 1864, or latest 1865, will have a for-

mxdable I‘lVa]. in the Great Indian Pemnsular Railway, capable of carry-

. ing Cotton and produce at all seasons without any disturbance of bulk -

from Berar and the Central Provinces to Bombay, a port of greater

~ safety for shlpplno‘ than auy of the open roadsteads on the Eastern -
* Coast, and where freight can readily be found avcracrmo' from Rs. 7 to

Rs. 10 per ton cheaper. ‘

Before makmrr further remarks upon the route, let us compare the

‘cost and trouble Of conveying Cotton according to the plan which I for-

merly adopted with | that now in operatlon under the Gov ernment

. Transxt Department

P A ton of scre“ ed Cotton 1375 Ibs. (rather more e than 4 bales) can

~ be carrled upon country carts to Budrachellum for Rs.23; and from
| ’uthence in 5 days to Cocanada in bmts which can be hired for 5

5 annas
per ton per diem, so that the fotal carria;;e cost of & ton of Cotton from

Chanda to Cocanada is Rs. 24-9-0, the time occupied 20 days, and bulk
only once broken. . ‘The cost to me by the Government transit on the

‘abovemcntloned occasmn from Chanda to Cocanada for one ton of
- serewed Cotton was Rs. 25-8- 0, the time occupied was 3 months, and
" bulk was broken § times. I do not pretend that this year can be taken

as a fair criterion of what may eventually be done. It has been a sea-
son of nushaps up to the 8th August there had been no fresh in the
Wurdah and very little ise in the Godavery ; only 7 carts were available

thxoun'h some unac-

" countable mlsm'magement the Steamers which had towed the Cotton

"boats to the head" of the. 2nd barrier bad not taken them back to

Mugullee to be reﬁlled, althourrh they had been running backwards and

‘ foru ards several times ; nd a boat laden with 91 balee of Cotton, from

some newlect on the part of the boatmen at’ Davadoola the foot of 2nd

. barrigr, stove in'a plank when tied to the bauk on the night of the 11th
.‘August and the Cotton was allowed 'to remain in her upwards of 8

hours under water before removal and was much damaged in con-
sequence. . | ok "
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“ with pnvate individuals.

i nued to arr ivein a somewlat irregular manner - ,f

«
3

Tan
" made to provide proper shelter.

' emly in August,

' the prq;ect o P . ’
i sorry to be oblxged to. record one word that mwht appear to

ol
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Four hundred bales of bottou reached Dundaorudiem, the 1st barrier, .
on the 17th July, and although Steamers frequeutly left for Dowlaish- .

the Cotton was allowed during the very height of the Monsoon to

remain in op

* Superintendent at Dumagudlem for a Steamer, sent away to the Coast,

en boats, certainly partly covered \nth tarpaulins, until -
" 90th August, and was not, until after rcpea,ted apphcatlons to the Traffic

_.althongh 2 Steamers...wi ere.af; .that ,time, af the,Stetlon, and ,had been. -

! frequently backw rards and forwards from 18th July to 20th Auo-ust ;

+ ! ‘

The ‘first batch consrstmo' of 400 bales reached Cocanada on the’:;

29nd August—the second of 170 bales on the 10th Septembel‘, since |

T e

¢ which time up to the present date small pa,rcels of Cotton have contl- S

¢

The great mistake that has been made was the premature pubhc

d Chanda for goods and passengers, and that arrangements had been

The Transit arrano'ement round the 3rd ba.rner when I was there
consisted of 7 small Carts of the country, capable of
»earrymng twc»small serewed bales of ~Cotton, “gyithoub ¢ auy pmvrsrou 101'

10t€ctmd them from " the rain, or, stormo' them even under a shed, on
fhelr reaching the Station of Moo'ullee N o better care was provrded at.
the 2nd and 1st barriers, in fact there wasa total failure in the Transit

Department, whxch \v 111 should it become pubhdy known greatly 1113ure

, Tam

hscoura("e mercantile enterprise or throw a doubt upon the practicability .
(.

; if the Txa.nmt Serwce were'
Giodaver route, Thé" _Godav ery, i
of ihe y ivould ertainly become a commumcatron of i qu

- udiciously*conducted; i
Juense 1mi)rortancc to the Centx al onunc«,s howcver much the R 11\\ ay.
1 1

“may eveutu'tlly compete mth 1t.‘ - K C L

\‘\

+

The J her ee, or Sprmo‘ cxop of Cotton lb only ready to behrc;.

id in May ‘and June at & 'season Wwhen the country roads which
n10V°d t&ke it to the ra.llwa,y are on the pomt of being shut up. by the
Sh(ﬂ;l T, odeeeds and grain of all deecnptlons are w1thm reach of‘
;hennvers: »:luch are then rapidly filling, 80 that tht;se bulky do:eii c:::
be conveyed wo the neighbourhood of Chanda without velyt g](1 -
pense at the ver y time when the roads are becommn‘ 1mpra,c icable.

boeme
-
TR B
FR S s

¢
3

! announcernent - by Government that from and after the 15th June a.
Ty ansit Service would be established on tlie Godavery between Cocanada

3
1

t
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Captain Haig and the officers under him are sufficiently over-worked
at all seasons with Engincering duties, without undertaking the business
of carriers. I think it best to state in plain terms, and without any circum-
locution, that in my opinion the Transit Department, in which the success
ofthe Godavery project is involved, ought to be placed under the manage-
ment of private individuals whose pecuniary interests and prospects
would depend upon their skill, care, and attention. I will allow that very
great obstacles stand in the way of a Company or firm undertaking to
manage the transit of goods, for no mercantile house is at present ac-
quainted with the river, or haslearned to take any interest in the Central
Provinces; although all are most anxious to purchase when produce is
brought to the Coast. But this ignorance will soon be dispelled, this
general indifference will soon disappear, when the practicability of the
Godavery navigation is proved by better arrangements in the Transit
Department. But I am strongly of opinion that these improvements are
more likely to be the offspring of private enterprise than of official zeal.
The river route can,if properly managed even in its present state be able
to compete with the Bombay railway to Nagpoor, although many years
must elapse before free communication can be made with the Coast.
Instead of attempting to make an improved tramway or even a canal
round the 2nd and 3rd barriers, a small expenditure on the present
country roads, and in erecting wooden bridges across the nullahs will be
sufficient as temporary expedients, leaving all the available funds and
all the strength of the Engineer Department to be devoted to digging
the canal from Dumagudiem to Budrachellum (1st barrier, only 16 miles).

1t will be a long time before the Godavery and Wurdah rivers can be

used with safety beyond four months in the year above Budrachellum,
but from Budrachellum to Cocanada, 138 miles, with boats of light
draft, the river can be made use of all the year round.

Mabras, 1st October, 1852. Md“‘ ;‘ ;_/;
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