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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
: 27th September 1862. ~ ’

No. 523, Read the following letter from i3 C. BAYLEY, Esq., Secretary to the Govern-
ment of India, Home Department, to A.J. ARBUTHNOT, Esq., Acting Chief Secre-
tary to the Government of Fort Saint George, dated Fort William, the 9th September
1862, No. 4,881A :—. . : s A )

&

u . © e - -
Sir, . S e Tl

1. TIn the last clause of paragraph 12 of my letter No, 4,206, dated the 15th ultimo, it was =

intimated that as legislation would be necessary to give legal effect to the provisions of para-
graph 19 of the 'Resolution of the Government of India, dated the 17th October 1861, a Bill for
that object would be introduced on the meeting of the Council of the Governor General for
Legislative purposes. Andin paragraph-b'G of the Resolutien of October 1861 it was declared that,
% witha view tasecure the Government and the public creditor against any loss of existing
% gources of Government income, provision would be made by law that all sums paid in purchase
“of waste lands, or in redemption of land revenue, or in otherwise forestalling the land revenue,
¢ should be paid to Commissioners, and periodically invested,‘ in such manner as the law might
st direct, that the Comtpissioners would reportannually to Government the total amount they had
¢ received and invested, and the Districts from which it had been received, and that their Reports

“ would be published.”
2. Iam now diretted by the Governor General in Council to transmit to you the accom.

~e

panying draft of % Bill which has been prepared to carry cut both the aboye objects, and to

invite an expression of opinion on its provisions, and any suggestion for its improvement which, .~

the Government of Fort Saint George may think proper to make.

3. The several provisions of’ the draft Bill, I am to observe, appear sufﬁciently to explain
the manner in which it is p'roposed to accowplish the objects contemplated by the Bill, Asg
regards the first of those objects, namely, the adjudication of claims to any waste lands ordefed
to be sold under the orders of the Government of India, dated the 13th ultimo, No, 4,206, and.

the ‘despatch from the Secretiry of State, a copy of which was ecircalated with those orders
« 'y -

it is sufficient to remark that the Bill will afford ample time to all persons who have any
such claips to prefer, to bring forward the same, and will secure to thema full'enquiry into theirA

- "claims, and a speedy decision thereon by competent Officers; while in what may be expected

to be the very rare case of a perfon who may have been prevented by any sufficient cause from
preferring his claim to the proper .Oflicer within the time allowed, provision is made for such
person receiving, by way of compensation, on proof of his claim, the market valye of the land
claimed, as indicated by the price which it brought at public auction. .

4, T;‘permit such cfims to lic dormant for the period of 12 years, the term fixed by the
Law of limitation, or to allow of the. revex:sal of a'sale actually made, would obviously deter
purchasers from coming forward and investing their money in land on a title oper to'co‘ntest
and thus the object of the Government in offering waste lands for sale would be defeated, and th;
ar - . i
interests of the public would suffer. The case of these lands is, obviously, altogether excep

tional, and may be properly treated as such. R ) . .

. . .. o
5. Passing on to the second gbject which the Bill has in view, viz., to provide for the

investment in Government Securities of the proceeds arising from the sale of waste and other
Government lands, and from the redemption of land revenue, it will be seen that it js proposed
to except from the operation of this part of the Billlands belonging to Government within the
limits of any town, and also lands taken by Government for any ‘public purpose, or for any

purpose of public utility for which land may be taken by order of Government under any law -

5

for the ti.se being in force. .

6. In the town of Calcutta the Government is the proprietor of several parcels of land
which are intended for the sites of public buildings. It may, hereafter be found desirable not to
build upon these sites, but to sell the land, and with the sale proceeds to purchase other sites,
The money realized by the sale of the present sites would not, however, be available for the
purchase of new sites if the Sections of the Bill above referred to were not restricted in their
application as proposed.
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