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19tk July 1869. | e

>

i | ‘ Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department. L Lo
{
t

No. 418 "Read the following letter from Major R. H. BEDDOME, Ofiiciating
Conservator of Forests, to the Acting Sccretary to Government Revenue
. ‘ I)epartment Fort Saint George, dated Camp at Manantoddy, 1st Junc *
- 1869, No. 1,435:— - - : S
Ix reply to I:he Govemment Order, No. 1,436, of the 21st ultimo, I have the
honour to inform you that I fully agree with the views expressed by the Consulting
E _ Engineer for Railways as to the importance of raising the rate of- seigniorage on
ul ~ locomotive fuel from 10 Annas to 1 Rupee per 1,000 lbs., and would recommend
' that the increased rate should be put in force afte. sne month’s notice. The increased
; rate’should only be for firewood of large size, such as that used by the locomotives,
b and should have no reference to small wood for ordinary consumptxon which is ‘
% o often onlv small sticks, etc. : :
5
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. - 2. The question of a large plan’catmn on the banks of the Cauvery above -
- Erodeis still under consideration. Colonel Morgan has been in communication with-

i - - the Revenue authorities, and he has been over the ground, but reports that no . :

j- - suitable land is available: if a plantation is to be formed,’it will probably be neces- -

: . " sary to purchase land at a highrate. I amabout to visit thelocalitics sith Colonel -

j’h

[
T R hed TN W RL WA m oy

" Morgan, and had delayed any decision in the matter till my visit, which will pro-
bably be in J aly. The Locomotive Superintendent informed me that the highest _ .
rate he would be prepared to give for fuel at Eroda would be 41 to 5 Rupees. - o _i
L per ton, and Colonel Morga.n estimated that it could not be dehvered there at less ]

T than 10 Rupees, ’ . . : i

-7 ’ 3. There are verylarge, I may say, almost mexhaust1ble forests within short |

-¢ .. distances of the Cauvery above Erode:if a tramway could be made from any of = - .

. these to a navigable part of the river, large rafts of timber and boats laden with =~ -~

fuel might be brought down to Erode. : The subject is well worth the careful con- e

- . - sideration of the Railway Company - ' e

§ - - - 4. The dense shola forests on the Bolamputty hills, the Palghaut hxlla, and.

~° _ the Anamallays, may be said to be quite inexhaustible, and are all within a short - -
- distance of. the line; the advisability of having tra.mways to any of thesc tracts
should be considered.
.. 5. ‘Thereis a very large extent of hill-forest in the Salem District, quite
- contiguous to theline. The jungles of the plains have been heavily indented upon .
for fuel to a considerable distance but no timber bhas as yet been taken from the - )

+ hills; or the ravines on the slopes. These hills contain a great deal of wood that is

of no use except for fuel ; but Lamnot sure that the supply is suﬂicxent to authorise .
atramway, but a timber shp would probably pay well. -

’ } 6. Wehavelittle or no data to enable us to make evena rough estimate of ) R

P : the cost of producing fuel from plantations. With the etceptlon of casuarina, I

belicve it will be very heavy in those districts where it is most required. Under .

. these circumstances, I do not think we should attempt plantations at first on any .

o very largo scale, and unless they are upon an enormous scale, they will, I feel . ¥

-~ sure, be quite madequate to meet future requirements, and tramways will eventually

_~ beresorted to. If this is the case, the sooner thcy are commenced the-better;

7 - The traffic in timber, besides fuel from tracts like the Anamallays and Peumwra o

: ==+ forests, would be very considerable, ' )

. . . - s
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Proccedmrrs of the Blndra;(‘ orernment, Revenue I)eparlment }i {. ? E S Proceedings of the Madras a'vermnent Rﬁz;er.ue Department,
19t July -1869. ' ; L I 19th July 18€9. :
3 ! gl =
7. Plantations are mostly required in dry timberless countries like the Gooty } | \; E to, showing the progress made in them, and the cost incurred on their account up
‘District: it is in these districts, however, that they will be most expensive. We have | . 33 :‘; . to date. : : 1 3
now commenced a large plantation of upwards of 600 acres in a most favourable | \,,‘ SEoe ’-a 5. In paraoraph 9 Major Boddoms urges the importance of brmgmg all fuel
louxhtv near Gooty, and two smaller ones between that place and Cuddapah. .. I amj ) ? )\:: yielding tracts in the v1c1mJty of the Railways under g)ne administration, as certain
mot very sanguine as to the results, as [ am afraid the cost will be very heavy, par-: N ~ of these tracts at present under Collectors are not systematically worked, and inter-
ticular ly if we have unfavourable seasons like this and the last three years. It i s, | ; : i g % fere much with the arrangements of the Forest Department for checklng smuo'orlincr
hOW ever, qulte I’Ight that it should be tr 1ed but I Would not recommend any great " \: He also states that there are considerable tracts of zemmda,ry or pnvate forests
(cxtensmn till we sce the results of two or three years.. I am glvmo' every attentxon} - i g which might be advantageously leased b}' Government. On these points definite
to the trial of various kinds of trees. = - .- ’ - " VLl proposals should be 1a1d before Government with particulars of the localities
? 8. The casuarina plantation at Trivellum promrses to be a success : 1t is about} ’ \ * referred to. , o . .
7330 acres in extent, and we now have upwards of 30,000 young trees planted out,; , \* . - - 7
| RS T (Trne Extract.)
N hich show rapid growth; the nurseries are full of plants ready for transplantmg AR - ot 1 R A DALYELL
lout, but the season has been most unfavourable, =~ 2 ,* (Slgne )
i+ 9. I cannot quit this subject without pointing out the 1mportance of brmamg ¢ 1 ' ) = Acting Secretary to Government.
‘all fuel-yielding tracts in the vicinity of the railways under one administration. At ;‘ i - T :
4px esent certain tracts under Collectors dovetail with ours; theseare not worked on “; I a5 } e
lauy gystem, and have no establishment, and the fuel from them is eertainly, in some Ny - e 85 )
'instances, brought in without any payment for seigniorage, and they interfere much | * ‘ 2 S
tu ith our arrangements for checking smuggling. Again, there are considerable \‘tg i ok
ftmcts of zemindary or private forests, ‘which it b would be advantacreous if Govern- d . S,
lmeut “could lease at almost any cost.”” I . i“ T ’ : -k -
5 . - - , i 5 )E»fwe;f e e R R e e g s PR EL Y S
I\o. 419 OrpER THEREON, 19th July 1869, No. 2,093. R A ) o RN '
13 7 : - - - - - - ~
: Foreats. No. 16, Tie Government sanction the pro-: ; ,l . )
[ . ’ . posed increased rate of .seigniorage for; < ) o
; - wood-fuel, viz., 1 Rupee ‘per 1,000 lbs., L C .o ;
iand nrrant authority for 1ts ‘being brought into force from lst September next. The! o é . o the 6ﬂiciaring Conservaror of Foresta.
j suwcrestron of the Officiating Conservator of Forests, in paragraph 1 of the foreﬂ'omg:;‘q ’ the Consulting Engineer for Railways. - :
‘letter, viz., that this rate should apply only to firewood of large size such as that, : ] :’, the Board of Revenge, . ,
, ‘used by the Railway, and that it should have no reference to small wood for ordmary ‘ : ,» the Public Works Department. | i
| consunaption, does not commend itself to'the Government as such an m'l‘anﬂ'ement ! : - : ‘ (\
! would necessarily lead to comphca.tlons T : - ~ - !
}ﬁ © -2, Tt is observed from paragraph 2 of the Oﬁicratm(r Conservator’s letter, thati { . .
- the question of a large plantation on the banks of the ("anvery above Erode i5 und er" \
; the consideration of that officer, and that he proposes to visit the localities. Major / : ’
A Beddome, as already ordered,* should also)] ’
é * G. 0, 21st May 1869, No. 1 436 consult the Collectzrs of Salem and Corm- ) . E -
% batore prior to submitting his report on the subject. ’ } )
o8 In paragraphs 3 to 6 the Officiating Conservator advocates the formation .
‘of tramways, etc., to certain forest tracts therein mentioned, contiguous to the f
Railway, -with the view of facilitating the transit of wood therefrom He should
¢ communicate with the Consulting Engineer for Rarlways on this sub_]ect and submit i
definite proposals for the consxderatmn of Government. . . é
4. With reference to paragraphs 7 and 8, the Government request the Ofﬁcmt- f R ;
. ] E ing Conseryvator. to submit half-vearly reports on the plantations' therein referred : - Ezd. F. R. Bantlomaa. .
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