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] . . i her villages on
ﬁnﬁ honor to submit a Statement of the various rates’ of assessment in the Burgh g

deducted fromn the accounts of Fasli 1269,
i

; . er cent. less than
one-eighth or 12} per cent. of the assessment generally in all the rates; or 23 p

-

my former recommendation ; the difference being small. o bioined Memorandumi—
s . s ' the subjoi :
4. The particulars of my present proposition are shown in J
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Proceedings of the

.

;"I‘ adras Government, Revenue Department
" 925d September 1862. N »

DUV A

Revenue, dated 2Sth July 1862,

. g i A LRI
e ermn s e

. ead the following Proceedings of the Board of
No. 4,881 :—
. Read again letter from Mr. THOMAS, dated 29th-June 1859, No. 108.

Rlead also the following: letter from the Collector of Coimbatore, dated Ootacamund, 19L111 April
1862, No. 90. -

- . A <—r
% 1. With reference to the Board’s Proceedings of the 23rd March 1860, No. 1,475, I have

-~
-

; ot ass” T ¢ waste at each rate), as
the Neilgherry lills (the cultivation, the * grass rented atea, and ’

il, which requires
o 2. I have already fully reported to the Board on the poorness Off tc};%tsgko‘:v}"’";ystex?l; or,
constant fallow, and ofi the necessity of continuing the *“ Bhurty ™ or 1? al(ernativé is. to make a
some substitute for it ; but as the Board have disallowed it, the on yha o i ca;)abilities of
general reduction of the assessment in all the different rates, to suit the n
the soil, as before suggested by me. " T ’ I recom-
3. In my letters of the 29th June and 8tn September 180'57,_(11\1‘):&&?0?1";1“ ]t?lse’ accounts,
mended a general reduction of 15 per cent,, but with a view to avol clod e htopose o reduce
and to inake the method of calculation easier, and less tedious, I would new p
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2 Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,

. 22nd September 1862, <
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5. Yrom the above the Board will perceiv
be a decrease of enly Rupees 1,933-7-8 in the assessment of the total
but including Indm and Government waste while the direct loss to Government on the lands in
the occupatioa of the Ryots will be only 959-6-2. 1 would request sanction for the p
reduction, which trifling as it is, will not involve any grea:
afford some relief to the Hill tribes ; an useful class of people
doing of these Hills rests: otherwise 1 should request that
** Bhurty” land, may be allowed to continue.

Ayacut minus Poramboke,

roposed

+ on whose labor much of the well
the long permitied privilege’ of

Excrosvke No. 1. ‘

Asstracr.— Statement showing the various rates of assessﬁ)ent

viz.., Todanaad, Parunganaad, Makanaad, and seven other v

Buttinuttum excepted) on the Nei'gherry Hills, the cultiv
at each rate for Fasli 1269, ‘

in the Burgher villages,
illages (Segoor, Sumbaanuttum, and
atlon, the grass 1ented area, and waste

1. Ordered that the subject discussed in the foreg

deration and orders of Government,.

2. So far back as 1857, Mr. Thomas brought to the notice of

Neilgherries, excepting forest clearings for Coffee,
poorer grains, such as Samy, Tennay, Koraley,
three or four years, the immemorial practice ha
to recover its productive capability, and that the cultivators had en
and cultivating land under shifting Puattahs, styled * Bhurty”

vation every year from plot to plot, paying only for the extent
a lieu without payment on the land left fallow, '

ving letleis be submitted for the'cunsi-

the Board that
being poor and capable of
and small kinds of wmillet, an
d been to allow Jand to lie fa

the sojl of the,
producing on ly the
d that only unce in
How forea long time

joyed the privilege of holding
in the plaius changing their culyi.
actually cultivated, put retaining

gnized as Possessing a right to
ar, but the increasing juflux of
o set » forced on consideraric : 8 System may be restricted without
From Colector, 20th June 1859, %o 0. ;‘gnormg the ancient rights of the Burghers, In June 1859
Ir. Thom: i led

e as proposed that the Guestion should be settled

Bt privd a ow.to an area of land equal to that for which he paid
.:& « (Iu uvatfsd land paid for, he should be allowed a second acre as fallow
S an alternative proposal he recommended that the assessmeut should be

reduced 135 per cent., on the ground th

. g at the Burghers would suffi if i

P . ¢r muc . ;
Bhurty privilege were withdrawn. © uch 3 their fong evjoyed

4.

by limiting the Burgher’s privilege o
. e., that for every
without payment.

The Board were of opinion that the proper remedy was to make the assessment Jow

g permanently held
ith that view, they
ive his attention to the rates
ficatlons he might consider
I8 untheifty culture was not

enhouch i :
Board’s Proeceedings 24th November 1837, 2 to admit of the land bein
No. 4,097, aud 8th August 1859, No, 3,055. with profit to the owner; and w

requasted the Collector to g
of assessment prevailing on the Hills, and to suggest any modi
necessary, bearing in miud that the poverty of the land-holder or h
the test by which the assessment was to be regulated.

5. In September following, the Collector brought the subject again
-]

. under the Board's
notice. He explaine

- d that all Le proposed, or desiied,
. . was 1o adjust the Burgher assessment to the intrinsic
capabilities of the soil ; and with reference to a remark made by the Board, that the assessment

did not appear too high “if manure and capital sufficient be expended on the land.” he argued
. . . £
that manure and capital though necessary to successful agriculture, are not elements of the soil,

and therefure could not faj
Norg.—As regards * Graes Puttahs” on the tl .
Hills—see Board’s Proceedings dated 21st June 'at manure requires lar

1861, No. 3,217. now proposed to
Government Proceedings thereon, 7Tth Novem- prop

ber 1861, No. 2133, Rever.ue Department,

From Cullector §th September 1859, No 168,

rly determine the assessment ;
ge grazing tracts which it was
restrict ; that, asto capital, the Burgherg
had much more than former'y, but still found theje
lands poor and needing constaut fallow ; that no Kuropean
had been able, though several had tried, to get more out of the land than the |

Jurghers did ; that
Mr. Mclvor, Mr. James, aud other practical farmers, had tried Barley, &c., but had failed and

e that the effect of the proposed reduction will "

loss to Goy ernment, while it will
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Proceedings of t/z;a Madras Government, Revenue Department, 3
’ 22nd September 1862.

was a diligent and by no means an unthrifty

ot e o o tillmltﬁilizragnhderweeded ﬁelc?s testified to any practical eye ; and
e line years, with a knowledge also of practical
he was quite satisfied that the course h.e had
and that a reduction of 15 per cent. in the

turn

agriculturist, as his cleanand w

that after a patient attention to the matte:: for 1

agriculture and the results of several experiments,

sucoested was the only fair one to the Burghers,
Lalal

! conceded.
assessment was the least that ought to be 6. The Board having requested the Collector

to submit a Statement of the various rates of assess-
ment in the Burgher villages, and of the reductions

i ivation, grass rented area,
he would propese in each, and also, if possible, of the extent of cultivation, g

i i second letter at-the

and waste under each rate, Mr. Thomas furnished such a Statement w1tl: t})e e o ot 1
i i : the accounts for Fasli 1269

S fizures being deducted from : j n

B oot o the o a:d to make the method of calculation easier, he has

ighth or 124 per cent.

Buard’s Proccedings 23rd Warch 1860, No. 1,475,

order to avoid confusion in the accounts, o
proposed to reduce the assessment generally in all the rates by

. iti s s in
instead of by 15 per cent. as he originally suggested. The effect of his proposition as shown

.8 in the full assessment of the total Ayacut

paragraph 4 would be a decrease of Rupees 1,933-7 5 on the lands in the occupation of

including Inim and Government waste, or of Rupees 839-6-
Ryots other than Indmddrs. . ) _
ly t7 The Board are of opinion that a considerable red-u;n:“t:.]:y”}): i:zlih:llo:di(:;z tt‘;;
e o ‘t‘h::‘sg(:llelt;z\ :.i:or:;tt idfutshee gene:al poverty f)f the soil.” :l‘h;y
. . o
observe that the system of cultivation describe(.l in .these .Plroceieftl:glsa:"d"g sl:xepc:(l)lstl t(;otbe
Neilgherry Hills. It is common to all countries, ,m‘ Wh-lcl wft. . i st the
unlimited in extént; but wherever such a system obtam?, its ulnmatel 'e o i
soil, and to keep the cultivators impoverished ; for while it returns not.nnge: ) '
diaws from it, in a shorter or a longer period, every clement of producnl\:?nib‘-tem £ ealihuntion
8. The probable reason why the Burghers originally resorted to t:llaina)!':o her way. The
is"r’lio‘t‘thal: ,the hiil soils, owing to their inferior quality, can lfe cult-wa.(;: e ey
more obvious and correct explanation is that the Burghers beiug wretc e‘ _i)’rpocc:] ancy a:, will
without a remunerative market, so long as they were able to chang: .t. leu oo Pf,-om e
pursued the cropping system as the one by which the)j coul(l' draw t f-;n' sul:Pto wo expense in
with the least possible expenditure of labor an(% capltal: I‘ln]eéy V:'elfiol;se e mmcessary
supplying fertilizing materials of any kind to their outlaying fields, for

i he mere
el . ' leaving the land fallow for long periods, the m
incident to this kind of cultivation, and by leaving the anthe«xmeChanical bor of ploughivg.

they had neither the inducement nor
so long as they

¢ Bhurty” system from necessity,

action of the atmosphere on the soil saved them some of
Under such a system and poverty-stricken as they were, e
the means to obtain from the land the fullest return in the shortest pell‘lo ; an,tit e
could betake themselves to fresh land at pleasure, would they care what qu y

.

imately exhausted. ) .. .
o 9. ')1‘he Board have argued the case with reference to the kn?wn condm'on:ll (;: “;l;':;:;':i
must be cultivated in order to ensure its contir}ued fertility ; and in proof tlhd: t}‘; Burchers do
apply equally tolands on the Neilgherries they need on!y addu.ce‘thetfuct;:x;\aule k,-aalbenables
cultivate their lands according to the usual plan when its proximity to h cases, by manuring
them to apply a sufficiency of manure without much cost or trmfb}le.l Irt s:icnu(;d p’roductiveness
the land, and so restoring to it some of those eleme.nts on Whlc.l its corlmr o supose that any
depends, they are able to keep it under coustant culuvallon.. .It is an ;e otieable 1o pursue
mere ditference in the natural quality of the land ren.ders 1.t In any c] inp anure to the land.
for an unlimited period a system of continuous cropping without Supp IyL if true, as he remarks,

10. The Board also differ from Mr._"l‘homas,'on anofher?f"f"; tand i is ;inht to assume
that manure and capital are not elements of t}xe soil, b.ub mt ast:zsi::;;:i" permanen:ly its natura]
that labor and capiwl will be exP?“defl on 't s‘f-m;li:l:eli’the){ remari:ed that the assessment
productivencss. The Board had this principle in vie ~ uded on the land a due awount of
might in no case be too high, provided the Burghers expe

lubor or capital.
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4 Proceedz’ngs of the Madras Government, Revenue D

22nd September 1869,
e

epariment,
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Looking, however, at the fact th
accustomed and permitted to draw their s
on a plan which however wasteful and inj
to them less labarious than the ordina
advantages they have hitherto enjoyed ar
mend that the assessment on their lands

at the Burghers have hitherto or
ubsistence from the gojl
urious to the permanent
ry mode of cultivation,

until very lately, been
» In part (though not wholly)
resources of :he country, was
and that the privileges and
e proposed to be greatly restricted, the Board recom

be reduced 23 per cent., on the understanding thag

claims to land for which payment is not made will cease to be recognized.

12. To show the effect of this proposal they have caused to be prep
exhibiting 1he old rates, the eflect of a reduction of exactly 2

ared the annexeg table,
slightly differing new rates which the Board would propose for s

3 per cent. on them, and the
mplification of accounts

i :\3~ﬁ\\\,.\
S g g 2
L zc g g
) kY per} Q‘ - =
o P EE & £ z
! E:j 5": S = § <
9 ] Q = &
; —— ——— ———
I Rs. A, P, RS. A. P. RS. A. p. RS. A P Rs. A p,
3 8 5 014 9 0 3 8 011 1 011 ¢
b4 6 4 1 2 5 0 4 7 01310 012 o
3 83 8 013 6 0 3 4 010 2 010 ¢
4 110 I 1 3 0 4 4 012 11 012 ¢
215 0 012 4 031 09 3 09 90
3 8 5 014 9 0 3 8 011 1 011 o
210 4 011 1 0 2y 0 8 4 0 8 ¢
| 33 3 013 ¢ 0 3 4 010 2 010 o
[ 25 7 0 910 0 2 9 0 7 5 0 7 0
I 2 011 08 7 0 2 ¢ 0 6 5 0 6 0
| 257 0 910 0 2 5 0 7 5 07 o
o1e e 07 4+ 0 |19 0 5 ¢ 0 5 o
S 0 6 2 01 ¢ 0 4 § 0 4 o
R 2 01 4l g 1. 05,6 | ¢ 5 9
1 279 0 411 01 3 0 3°g 0 3 ¢
; 014 1 0 3 8 0 o ll. 0 29 0 3 o
; 0 9 5 0 2 5 0 0 7 0 11y 0 2 9
i 07 0 0 110 00 5 01 5 01 9
L0 4 8 | 01 3 L0 0 4 0 011 01 ¢
13. Tle Board beg to recommend the foregoing rates for the favorable consideration of
Government. The immediate r

eduction of revenge,
but such a present sacrifice wi
made, if it should serve to reconcile the Hill tribes 1o
on their unthrifty system of agriculture and induce the
improvement of the lands they occupy. l

if these rates be adopted
1l, the Board consider,
the restrictions it is no

» will be about
1,900 Rupees a year;

be advanlageously
W proposed to pyt

‘0 toturn their attention to the permanent

(A true Copy and Extract,)
(Signed) W, g UDLESTON, Se

creiary.

No. 423, ORDER THEREON, 22nd September 1862, No. 2,060. )
urghers on the Neilgherry Hijjis pay only for the land
and shift their cultivation from year to year, asserting a claim to
the land left waste, under the designation of Bhurty,”

without limit as t
without any payment while ¢ continues waste,

2. Tlis system is probabl
or a higher style of farming tha

1. Under the present system the B
actually cultivated by them,

o time or €xtent and

which requites rest

It is aly owing (o the
ow without payment,

at dormant claims exiyt to a large extent ;
disputes constantly arise between settlers an

3. The consequence s 1

land is Jocked up and
d Burghrs,

v

bl
Y R o S
G T h ey TR L e mt v ey u::»rg,;,# M R

3 e

’

Proceeding 99nd September 1862.

-~

PO

. . n
osed to remedy this by allotting twice as muc
prop

1 to
4. The late Collector, Mr. Thomas, as simply making the Burgher acre equa

j bus e j it. e then proposed
i the Burghers ; bu i
fond oo s c“‘“‘fatgi’ t:e only ei;ht Annas, and the Board objec
two acres, or their Rup

ent. The Board
-eighth on the assessm
5, and ultimately 12} per cent. or one.elghf o artly a8 neccseary
e e matie 1 Government P‘°P°3i"g a reduction o dp artly as compensation for
i ¢ to Gove ' : - -

e mdctlti)r ing permanently occupied and paid for, p

i eing
to admit of the lan i

the Bhurty" privi]ege- i her villages,
f the Burgher o
5. The culturable area o . 57 were cu . re.
;1)' h in Fasli 1269 (A.D. 1859-69) 18,857 w 1-2-5 to 1 Anna 3 Pice per acre
of whic ‘e 15 in number, ranging from R};pees trifling.
asfseismer;;;;es ‘howevel’, the extent of land is very 4
of these clz s

he Board’ to
’ mment see to t ” . ns the door
6. The only objection that the]\(l}ovim lassification, even in the plains, ope
. inute ¢

d
Advantage shoul
i is sti the case.

- S“uh m(;r:mber of classes. 1tappears to
eduZGGt ;and 10 Annas would answer every
2,4,0

2 acres
ntS to 29’9].-: 5
ine Inims, amou

excluding

5 waste. 'The rates of
1tivated, and 1]-:050 was In several

. —
s proposition 1s, that it wil

perpetuate these numerous c].asses. PR
fraud, and in the outlying villages o ey to 7
therefore be taken of the present op;l)o”es e |
the Gurernor i Conne thi't ﬁveszli: tc: authorize their adoption.
useful purpose, and he therefore re

7 . t:
nt is shown inthe following abstrac —-'
! his arrangeme
. The effect of t

S 3 g
| 3% | | B3,
o -
iHE . .5 % | 5%
53 occu- aste.| = < B A
Present  assessment E ::_g: Ar;?.ed. Area w % E;é ? : 5
per Acre. = 2“5 ; 8
O o ‘
— —
- s AS.
RS
Acres. Acres. Acre;.?,\ )
RSi ?’ g. » : 60 | e
13 60 | .. R
014 3,387 1,658 729 1
015 ¢ 482 72 B B o
013 6 f - 0 — .
Total 3,943 1,731 2,212 )
otal... A .
e 397
990 516 3-5‘(1-) 4
oit 1 530 130 o it
8 lSl) l%) 3,001 1,207 1,8 i oo
229
Total 4,611 1,853 2,753 \ 1,
otal... ,
B 04 271
1,896 504 1,393 3,015
0 8 8 6.919 6,540 3;16 o P
06 2 4406 | 3060 | 1,346 |, N e
° 4,463 $
Total...| 13,221 ) 10,104 317 | 4 .
04 49
| 4,306 1,211 | '1,82¢
‘ 0 411 | 5517 806 | L | 2
1 5 66
505 43
bei ol my E|om B '
(()) ? 11 1,017 il ‘4'6 ...... 8
01 3 46 | 0 eeeee ___——I _1_69 . .
T 86 1,757 , N
Total,.. 2,620 863 st — st
Te Buove  aes  wee 178
Total present assessmen e 7,
Tgtal proposed assessment. 1_721 )
l o , the Board, but this cannot be

d by
that propose . t.
quable than waste is largest will benefit mos

e
as variations of one Anna p

The reduction is of course less ¢ hich the
ided, and generally those classei-lm " rrect
:vox ’osed that any classification 1s 80 ¢0 s
e supp

It is not to
r acre indicate,
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6 Proceedings of the Madras Government, Reven

22nd September 1862.
e

plan would be about 1,700 R
s Upees against
£11,055 acres of waste which at the.raz:;n;roglyigg

ue Department,

8. The present loss of R
, evenue by thi
by the Board’s scheme, but there is a resyerveli
would bear an assessment of Rupees 4,453
,453.

. 9. The new rates now sancti
privilege, whi

graph 3), and will not therefore ;
ef .
waste lands. The GOVemol-ore interfere with the ope

in C ; .
assessment can be introduced ouncil leaves it to (h

: in the current Taslj
till next year. The former would be the prealerl;;lzw
c

Indms su
pra para-
Rules for the sale of

to ine whether the
:ether' 1t will be necessary to defe:e?:
. urse if there be no serious objection l
(Signed) P, p, HUTCHINS .

Acting Deputy Secretary to Government

ration of the New
e Board to determ

. -
‘
.
- -
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Ix Cox. Omx Jurx 1859, No. 3324 _
'From E. B. THOMAS, Esg,, Collector of COIMBATORE,

: dated Pulladom, 29th June 1859, No. 108.
ctober 1857, No. 175, and the Board’s Proceedings of 24th
rghers’ ¢ Berty” (L. e. exchanged or fal-
to bring it to the Board’s notice,

With reference to my letter of 22nd O
November 1857, No. 4097, in which the subject of the Bu
low,) land is discussed, but not finally settied, I would beg once more
and request their final decision.

2. T have already said, in former correspondence,
their changeable holdings, are (now) objectionable and
time be fairly understood, how and why the practice has
cessity, from the general poverty of the land, and not from the mere caprice,

settled habits, of the Burghers.
; of the Neilghierries generally, is rich or capable of

3. Tt is a mistake to suppose that the soil e
frequent cropping ; this applies solely to collee land, cleaved of heavy forest, and consequently ?1ch in
hills is poor, will - not grow the better

accumulated vegetable deposit ; all the open arable land of the :
crops at all (such as wheat, barley, garlic, onions, poppy,) Without heavy and constant manuring, only
practicable with large lherds of cattle, and ample pasture range ; the ordinary Jand only y1e}ds a crop,
of the poorer grains, (samy, tennay, koraley, %ec., oll small kinds of millet,) and that only once 1n thx:e(? or
. " four years, and then requires several years fallow ; hence the original
Neil:l?er;'ne(: 5woery: i-fﬁst'}?ﬁgw‘;',‘,‘e“ the permission® to the hill cultivators, (when lam.i was abundant, and f'ew
' to change their holdings, under a fluctuating

d, though the plots were not

that the shifting puttahs of the Burghers, and
should be curtailed ; but it should at the same

originally obtained. It was simply -of ne-
or wandering and un-

or no European' settlers,)
puttah, ¢ provided they paid for the total amount actually cultivate
all tOgetlter,”- that being often impracticable.

4. To compel the Burghers now to confine their cultiv: 1
by tying them down to sow every year the same land which will only yield a fair crop once in four
years ; their manure is of course to be had only in their cattle kraals,*

* Thy sheep, and cattl S . ; )
cannot %r:fglrger&ob; ni}é’h: r(las i t‘i’IZ close to their villages, “and such land, they do, with the aid of ma

{.)laix_ls) on every field—the climate nure, cultivate annually with much diligence. The above are simple
i facts gathered from long observation and careful enquiry.
“ as much as is possible and fair, to a smaller and more

compact area, T propose to let them have in ewch village limit, as much land again, as i8 DOW actually
ander cultivation, i. e: a village whose actual cultivation is 100 cawnies, should be ‘allowed to l.xold
100 more, (200 in all) on which to fallow, and exchange their cultivation. Each vxl'lage now claing,
and has long enjoyed, about 10 times the ares of their actual ploughed land; to restrict them t(? only
as much again, is the Jowest extent that could b3 fairly or practically allotted to them, and 1f. tl'le
Board concur in this, I could then fix the boundaries accordingly ; all the rest, outside such limit,
being considered * Government waste,” available to all Earopeans, by purchase or grantﬂfrozn ‘Gq.vern-
ment —thus avoiding all future uncertainty or discussions with Burgher occupants, restnctxng. !heig
greatly, and leaving ample Jand for European enterprize, which howevar, is, and probably will be,
chiefly confined, for some time, to coffee, on forest Jand—a speculation the Burghers do not engag::
in. The arguments in the Burghers’ own petition, are just and fair, and worthy of the Boards
consideration. : Lo

6. I would also do away with all grass puttahs, by which the Burghers now assert a ¢laim

on muach land thus held at a low rate, and I would allow all wild hill pasturage to be free to all.

7. Tinally, if the Burghers-are to lose their long permitfed privilege of « Berty”»land, and ate
to be circumscribed to -;th (as it will often be,) of their old and present limits, T must recommend a
teduction of teerwa of 15 per cent. on all their taxation, as they will undoubtedly suffer much, by
these restrictions. In speaking of the Burgher lands, T do so on long observation‘, and on actual ex-
periment (made to salisfy myself,) of ploughing, sowing and reaping parts of their land at my oyn
éxpense, to try its fertility, some years back.

ation to one narrow limit, is to ruin them,

5. To restrict the Bui'ghers; cultivation,

(")

LR
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sidi s:::]ci .t:e hills, has only to ploogh and sow with barley or-
P W wilhout heary manuring, he will find it Jailure, yiclding

th relerence ¢
. O para. 2 of Ext ,
ract from B)ard’s Proceedingq, dated 29th March 28359, No.

settle gy, X
Wl mark t!m‘a Bargher limits, ang measure (as will be necessary)
tapecs wnct .\,thIp;:.(I:,:at:;anc:in‘xlvto cutertain four extra' temporary
\ ahsillars pre::*nt, . ,'] will '_"3 dillicult and troublesome, in s trying
Lt"s or rather parishes }1;\:c ;m leftubhshmcnt on the hills; the limits hitherto
: f0c:;~u wood, &e, » c"’!’n')ri\i“m{;‘“, distant but well known aatural marks—*a
eroachuent o, C", (.I;th of the usyg) tax,) ll’ut N 3 ‘;" 3¢ 81eas for pasturage, partly free fln(l partly
and speculato;s-nzil 0-wer. Al thig they will nm‘:l;‘.._&‘ mlh(-r‘(-,l to by the diiferent tribes, without en-
T think, ja 2 J;"lm Burgher myst of coupse rucnlﬁl‘;\,_? to give up to the mcnfuin_«.; European sctilers
oubt, the wjg) t'ovr:, fll:l\!c, W gralul ay ) b«‘mr-.{,;. 3 ore the Luropean, but his descent should be,
Way of accony h',.L- WEIL; and g, sl sierig, ® 83 Government have the power, nful I lmvc. no
Plsiing th vi ertitze I propose, appaars to me the only fair and feasible
% andone which | have considercd for some years past.
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_ In"Con. 14Tm SepremsEr 1859, No. 4576 . .

From E. B. THOMAS, Esq., Collector of COIMBATORE, © = =~

N .o w-.. . dated Coimbatore, 8th September 1859, No. 168."
With reference to the procsedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 8th ultimo, No. 3055, I would-
beg to be permitted to remark, that all that I propose or desi1:e, isto “adjust the Burgher assess-
ment to the intrinsic capabilities of the soil’: the Board judge the assessment not too high,
“if manure and capital sufficient could be expended on the soil,” (paragraph 3) With all deference I
V6uld say that manure and capital, though necessary to successful agriculture, are not elements of the

so1l, nor should they fairly determine the assessment ; for manure, it is obvious, large grazing tracts

are indispensable, and those the Board propose to restrict, and as to .capital, the Burghers have
oor, and needing constant fallow, and no

much more than formerly, but they still find their langi
Euroiean has ever been able, (though several have tried,) to get more out of the land than the.
Burghers do. Mr. I. McIvor, Mr. James, and other practical farmers, have tried barley, &c., and
failed, and have turned to coffee or potatos. - .Y

tion to this matter, with some knowledge

.. 2 T have given long (nine years) and patient atten €
also of practical aegriculture, and with several experiments, and am satisfied that the course |

suggest 1s the only fair one, for the Burghers, and thereduction (15 per cent.) theleast that can be
recommended. The Burgher is a diligent, and by no means an “ unthrifty” agriculturist, as his clean
and well ploughed and weeded fields, testify to any practical eye. .- - .

3. The extent and rates of grass puttahs are given below ;—

Nomes of villages. Description of the land, ;‘:ﬁ:;,i_n Asscasment. | Seftlement, Total.
o Ra. (AP B AP Rs. A/
n Poonjah grass... 411114 | 545| 7| 6| 136] 9,
Todanaad.............. ! J g cene 1111 12 0 p) 21511
AGal'defl dO- vre 000 ry ————!— 139 9 0
: Poonjah prass.. ....| 223 7 | 266! 0| 0 66] 7i11
Malknaad..ou-n. O.'llv{ Gal‘djen grdo. e 0 14% 6 4,5 11911 68 1 0
Ty, | —— 3
Sembanuthuino 0 s0scbe sacs Poonjah do. e e o 1 0 4 15 11 1 4 0 1 4 oﬁ
Parunganaad.. eo v eoveveeas] Do. do. ....| 306] 1| 543l 2! 6| 13513| 8; 13513 &
944|153| 1,377]14! 6] 344{11| 8l 34411 8]
letter to Board of 29th June 1859, No. 108,) 1 hae;

P. S.—To satisfy my own mind, (since m . :
' referred {he gﬁnted le’c’cerS to twoyof the oldest residents on these bills best acquélrlé{e .
Y with the Burghers and the soil, and asked their opinion : they concur with me_ente bfn’;
one recommending a reduction of 25 instead of 15 per cent. Their communications vgeretpnva " iew
I can give the Board extracts from their letters, if the Board desire. They, °°"°t ?r?eg’ ;,nyenexal
< that “ Burty” originated in the poverty of the hill soil generally, and if it 13 restricied, 3 gent
reduction of assessment is just and necessary.

v
* Nao. 3055,

L

. .
R

Fid. J. Wrigltt.
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) 3y 2 Mr omas would continue this indulgence, rcstnctmnr tf:(j Bur her\,.

eftent of & Bufy’,; as of puttah land..
" . 3 The Board, on the other hand, are of opinion, tlmt th )ropg?)cqu\f' 18. tg revise the assess-
; ment, and adJus{', it to the intrinsic capabilities of the soil. .

L . * No. 8055.
PBOCEEDNGS of the Boarp of ReveNuE, dated 8th August 1859.

) ";. Read'letters from the Collector of Coimbatore, dated 29&!»J1}ne ana llth July 1859 Nos. 108”‘ - -
and' 103/ < ) T 1

x

R (In Cons. 9th and 20th J uly 1859, - N 0{‘ 33244 and 3"95 ) b Z"

—‘ ’ ,4
R ,The pnly gbmt on which the Board and the Collectc)r are% at” ISau,C’ ren'ards ‘thc a Burty” land
; o} the Burghcrs on the Neilgherries. The soil, except m pagmc&lar k)c 1hfue s too poor to admi

of if ¢ bp g cropped regularly, unless manured and tilled i m a mamu,t rc,(umnp mére cq).tal than the

Bﬁrgﬁﬂ “cultivators possess: . To meet this difficulty, it jms"b(,en custpmary hitherto 'to allow them

: t*shxft their curltwatxon at pleasure, paying only for the’ Jand they cultxmfe hut le‘tammﬂ' their right

fo’the land | Teft £allow (Burty), without any payment at 'tll. LY ’
l/uwever, to the same

0

»docs’ not. , by any means follow from

(W hat Is contam{g in the Collector’s letters, that the asscssment 1~ rea}.' »too 1110}(‘ for the Burghers
adlmt thit they gularly cultivate the land near their cattle cr'nls from whlch they procure their

* manure, and it must be inferred that the more distant lands would be similatly cultivated, if the

owners could provide manure. It is, therefore, still an open question, whether the assessment is really
too hwh or whether it is not merely want of capital which compels the Buarghers to leave so large an
“extent of land fallow for several years together.

* 4.- The Board are not, therefore, prepared to agree t6 Mr. Thomas’ proposal, but they request
that he will give his atlention to the rates of assessment prevailing on the Hills, and suggest any
\modxﬁcatlons he may consider necessary, beaunfr in mind, however, that the poverty or unthrifty
‘culture of the land-holder is not the test by which the asscssment is to be regulated.

#» 5. The Board are disposed to concur with Mr. Thomas as to grass puttahs, but wish to know
’the revenue annually realized, the extent of land so held, and the rates paid:

. 6. The Collector’s letter, regarding the improvement of Ootacamund, will require the orders of

Govemment Meanwhﬂe the Collector can prepare and submit the estimates proposed. -

ro s - ) (A true Extract.)
T ) _ (Slgned) J. D. SIM, .
To . ]‘3; : Secretary
N - B. THOMAS, Esq.; Collector of Coimbatore, v
b d T : .
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Paocznnma{or/ Tie ‘B'(‘)AI{I:)' or REVENUE, dated 23rd March 1860.; L
’ ' : - 59, No. 168, argueson »
Read letter from the Colle‘rjt:or o'l’,Coirnbatore? dated 8th Septe}:nbflr'l}fﬁ, (l:Io = g o ;’
the necessity of making a réduction in the-Assessment of Lands on the Hills. >, . i'
(In &'on."lfitth September 1859, No. 4576.5 ” Coa A
. s L ; 'in the Bargher
The Collector is requésted to submit a Statement of the various rates of A‘:‘asessmjnt Ezet;\ear ;rgand
Villages and of the reductions he would propose in cach. The cultivation, ©grass -T€ )
waste at each rate should also be given if known.
] .
‘ ’ A true Extract.) .
: ( (Signed) J.D. SIM, x
T Secretary. A
o ] T
E. B, THOMAS, Esq., Collector of Coimbatore. -
‘ L
-~
v'%:
’ v
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