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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
12¢h September 1362,

——

No. 198. Read the following letter from R. W. NORFOR, Secretary to the Chamber of
. Commerce, to T. PYCROFT, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint
George, dated Madras, 27th August 1862 :—
SIR,

1. Under instructions from the Chamber, I have tie honor to forward here.wixh the
Chambei’s proceedings in the award of:the Government Cotton Prize for the year 1861.62
with its report upon the Cottons submitted for competition, and uvpoy the general results of the
prize in this Presidency.

2, A scheme for the division of the priie for the season 1862-63 is likewise sent'&pon the
subject of which the Chamber has already addressed (fuvernment.

3. Accompanying are also forwarded copies of papers received by the Chamber from
Messrs. Fischer & Co. of Salem, to whom the prize has been awarded, containing valuable
remarks upon the culture of exotic Cottons, and upon the time at which it is necessary that the
seed should be sown to ensure a successful resulr. ; )

4. These papers contains so much useful information oo the subject of Cottop culture in
the District of Salem, that the Chamber respectfully submit them to Government with a view to
their publication and circulation by means cf the District Gazette.

Extract from the Proceedings of the Madras Chamber of Commerce, 30th July 1862,

Resolved that the following gentlemen do form a Committee of the Chamber for awarding
the Government prize :(— 5

The Honorable R. O. Campbell, W. H, Crake, F. L. Blalyd,.A. F. Brown, R. A. Robinson,
Esquires. . . .

That the Committee do meet for the purpose at the Office of Messrs. Parry and Co., on
Saturday the 2nd August at 3 p. M.

That when informing Government of the day fixed for awarding the prize it be particularly

recommended that the rules for competition for the prize of 1862-63 be at once promulgated, in
o b

order that they be in advance of the planting season in the South, which begins in September
the Notification last year having been issued too late. 7
Procee~inegs of the Committee of the Chamber of Commerce appointed by Resolution of the
Chaniber to award the Government Cotton prize of Rupees 10,000 for the year 18G1-G2 held'
on the 2nd August 1862, - R
Present. ‘.
The llonorable R. O. Cawmpbell, W, H. Crake, Esq., ¥. L. Bl 2
"R. A. Robinson, Exq. o L Bland, Fsas A F. Brown, Foa
Read —The Governor General’s Resolution of date the 9th August 1861, offering the .rize
and stating the terms of competition, also the Notification of the Madras Board of Revenue Eated
-10th February 1862, with subsidiary rules. ’
Read—Letter from Messrs. Binny and Co., dated 21st June 1862, stating that two samples
of Bourbon and one of Egyptian Cotton are forwarded on behalf of Messrs. B:’ischer and Co an
that the Cotton represented by them can be inspected at their godowns. ’
Read—Messrs. Fischer and Co., of Salem, letters and Statements of 23rd May, 28th June
and 26th July, giving details of the method of cultivation and preparation of the Cott,on exhibiled’
with other particulars required. ’
Read—Also certificate by the Acting Head Assistant Collector of Coimbatore, that Messrs
Fischer and Co. bad cultivated, with Bourbon and Egyptian Cotton, 3 parcels of land in the Ta‘
Jooks of Perundooray, and that each parcel so cultivated exceeded 30 acres. )
Read—Letters and Statement from Balee Reddy of'lnmalamadgoo in the Zillah of Cuddapah
dated 12th July and 20th July, the first forwarding sample of 10 Ibs. Cotton in two parcels, and stat:
ing that he will arrive at Madras in August with the Cotton of which he sends samples.
These being the only competitors for the prize, the Committee proceeded to the examina-
tion of the samples, viz., Messrs. Fischer and Co.
2 sealed porcels each containing 10 lbs, Bourbon Cotton.
1 . Ditto. 10 Ibs. Egyptian Cotton.
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ard, The very magnitude ©
would probably Jdeter humble Nativ
ight reasonably assume ¥

tion, for what they m
their own countrymen, 8 well as to Europeal lan
nd their reach.
4h. Probably
ance to very many-
The accompanyiog scheme has beent framed with a view to avoid these
the present seasot: causes of failure in
The Committee 8 srs. Binny and Co., on the 4 o
M essTs. Fisc Cotton delivered, when thee th August
respects y were found

f the Prize, coupled with the fact that there

e cultivators at @ distance from entering the “::af only one,

ould b(;! i;ln 1object of ambitio: to thes ::e:ﬁllnpeti-
olders and capitalists and thereforls f(:_-

beyo
the quantity of land required to be cultivated w
ould also prove i
a hinder-

e Godowns of Mes
1 samples with the

to compare

espond in every
(True Fxtract.)
(Signed) R.W. NORFOR

Secretary Chamber of Commerce.

to corr

mmended by the Chamber of Commerce

J—
1862-63, reco

hould be divided in the following

e

Cotton prize of
pees 10,000, tbe sum 8

RULES for the
That in place of one pr1z¢€ of Ru
manner i .
For the best quaht
of Madrass vize :—

y and largest quantity produce of indigenous Cotton, the produce of D
. e 0 iS=

Salem, Tanjore, Trichinopoly, South Arcot, Chingl
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triclsSouth
Tinnevellys Madura, Coimbatores
] prize.. Rupees 2,000
e 1,000
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For the best quality and Jargest quantity produ
£ Madras, viz.:—
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Cuddapah, Nellore, Bellary, Kurnool, Rajah
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For indigen
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For the best quality and largest quantity produce of exotic Cottons, the prod
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1 prize... Rupees 1,500
wes  ves eovans ’9 500

0 acres in the hands of one cultivator
| be awarded to any exotic Cotton unless the produce of the '10
. o
tton per Acres and that no prizeé shall be awarded to oy
any

at least 10 lbs. of clean Cotton. The whole quantit
It 3 1 l :
anied by a certificate from the Chie)f

1, e

ltivation to be cduced to 10 acr
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shal
60 1bs. of clean Co
ess the produce is
4 and each samp
District in

(True Copy-)

That t!
That no prize
t least to
Cotton uni
be exhibite
ficer of the

amount 2
le must be accomp

grown

which it is grown to the above effect.

(Signed) R. W. NORFOR,
Secretary Chamber of Commerce.

——

; to the Secretary to the Chamber of Commerce

FISCHER and Co. Salem
d 23rd May 1862,

Trom Messrs.
Madras, date
red by A. one of the conditions

three sealed samples of the
J, grown by us in three dif-

SIR,
Herewith we b

of the Resolution by th
Lgyptian

eg to send the Chamber of Commerce'as requi
e Governor General of the 9th August 1861,

and Dourbon Cottons, one of the first and two of the secon
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2 Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department
12th September 1862.

B e SN e e

e e U

Balee Reddy—2 sealed parcels each 5 |-, containing indigenous Cuddapah Cotton,

Afier a careful in spection and compariso

follows, viz, o n of the samples the Committee resolve toreport as

That the samples submitied

by B‘;;f;el: R(Is;ld;rdm every respect, that there is really no competition between the two exhibitors.
ee ’
dirt, and the saw gin would e o care Seerfls'to Fins been teken to clear it of leaf and
of the secl in the Cotton thuap!)e.ar not on!y " pave njured the staple but to have broken much
» FIUS giving it a dirty and rugged appearance.

The produce of 73 acres culti
of seed Cotton, or of cleanCotton 2
or 31} 1Ibs. of clean Cotton per
that required in Rule D of the Gov
produced having been sent to a sh

e nzltisrs(:s(;fﬁl‘;)s;h:r fmd Co.’s sample of l%g-yptian Cotton is‘of a ):ellowish tinge partly due to
ariety and partly to staining from excessive moisture, the attacks of insects,

or other cause. It s not however much stained, It has been carefully cleaned of leaf, seed, and
dirt, and the staple or fibre iy all that could be desired, being long silky and strong; this is a
very ""aIUaPle Cotton and much cleaner than the Egyptian Cotton of commerce. w

The Committee could detect no difference between the two samples of Messrs. Fischer and
Co.’s Bourbon seed Cotton, the staple is not quite so long or so silky as the Egyptian Cotton
but greatly superior to 1he indigenous Cottons of India in these respects, and fully equal t(:
ordinary New Orleans, In the bloom and brilliancy of its colour it is unsurpassed being entire)
free from stain and leaf, perfectly clean and pure, and to all appesrance uninjured by tlTe pmceez
of ginning. Though not perhaps intrinsically so valuable a Cotton as the LEgyptian, it wmvxld rc;.
bably fetch a higher price from its perfect fieedom from discoloration and dirt, ,and from pthe
natural brillianey of its colour, ;

s281 bs. as thewhole produce equal to 125 Ibs. of seed Cotton
acre; but of the produce there is no official certificate such as
ernor General’s rules, and there is no mention of the Cotton
ipping Port within the Presidency.

Messrs. Fischer and Co. state that from the causes detailed by them, the weight of clean
Cotton produced on the 3 parcels of ground on which it was grown is so much below the ordi-
nary crop, that it may be considered a complete failure.

The produce is as follows : —

Egyptian 75 lbs. 5 ac
Biirr)bon QZ‘; “:,s ;.:Z:: ;;3; ::::: And t?w Cotton is in Madras ready
Do. 287 ,, from 37 acres for information.

A further picking will be made in August which will also be submitted when collected for
the inspection of the Chamber.

The .Commiuee award the prize to Mes}srs. Eischer & Co., conditionally on the samples sub-
mitted being found to represent faithfully the Cotton delivered for shipment.

In communicating this awaid to Government the Committee recommend that the valuable
remarks of Messrs. Fischer and Co., on the cultivation of exotic and indigenous Cottons be
published for general information. ]

They fwrther recommend that no time be lost in arranging and publishing the terms of the
competition for the prize-or prizes for the season of 1862-G3, and with the view of saving time
they submit accompanying a scheme for the consideracdon of His Excellency in Council.

They observe that in the piesent season the munificient liberality of the Government in
offering a prize of Rupees 10,000 in this Presidency for the best field of Cotton has totally failed
of its objects. ‘L hat the failure arises from several causes. The following are probably the
principal : —

Ist.  The shortness and unsuitableness of the time allowed for producing exotic Cotton as
puinted out by Messrs. Fischer and Co.  ®

2nd.  The terms of the Governor General’s Resolution left no chance of successful competi-

tion, and therefore offred no encouragement to the grower of the indigenous description of Cotton,
Tinevelly, Western, Northern, &ec.

&

by Messrs. Fischer and Co., are so greatly superior to those sent '

vated by Balee Reddy comes out from his statement at9,125 tbs. N
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3rd. The very magnitude of the prize, coupled with the fact that there was only one,
would probably deter humble Native cultivators at a distance from entering the lists in competi-
tion, for what they might reasonably assume would be an object of ambition to the wealthy of
their own countrymen, as well as to European land holders and capitalists and therefore far

beyond their reach.
4ah. Probably the quantity of land required to be cultivated would also prove a hinder-

ance to very many. ) . ' . '
The accompanying scheme has been framed with a view to avoid these causes of failure in

the present season. ' s
The Committee again met at the Godowns of Messrs. Binny and Co., on the 4th August
to compare Messrs, Fischer and Co.’s samples with the Cotton delivered, when they were found

to correspond in every respect.
(True Extract.)

(Signed) R.W,NORFOR,
Secretary Chamber of Commerce.

Rutks for the Cotton prize of 1862-63, recommended by the Chamber of Commerce.
That in place of one prize of Rupees 10,000, the sum should be divided in the following
a

ri— . snd] i
mann]?‘or the best quality and largest quantity produce of indigenous Cotton, the produce of Dis-

i h of Madras, viz. :— ‘ N |
mms’fs'z::v;;] Madura, Coimbatore, Salem, Tanjore, Trichinopoly, South Arcot, Chingleput—
| ’ ... Rupees 2,000

1 PriZ€ese ovv aee eet eas ane
! 1,000

1 g e e e e e e c

1 moses  aes  sse . 500

‘For‘the best quality and largest quantity produce of indigenous Cotton, the produce of Dis-
i West of Madras, viz.:— -
trlc{s(ll:;(;;}};:hlidNelfure, Bellary, Kurnool, Rajahmundry, Vizagapatam, Ganjam— -
1 Prize... oo eee ess eee se oo Rupees 2,000
QU ), eee e e s e e 5y 1,000
1, .. e eve  sen ese aee ses gy 500
For indigenous or acclimated Cotton, the produce of the Districts of Hyderabad including

aichore ? Nagpore ? _
erar, fiaiche 1 prize 0fii  wev wee wee e ..o Rupees 1,000
For the best quality and largest quantity produce of exotic Cottons, the produce of any

District in the Madras Presidency—
1 prize... .o e e e
1 v eer emeees ’ 500

That the area of cu]ti;,ation to be reduced to 10 acres in the hands of one cultivator.

That no prize shall be awarded to any exotic Cotton unless the produce of the 10 acres
amount at least to GO Ibs. of clean Cotton per acre, and that no prize shall be awarded to a..ny
indigenous Cotton unless the produce is at least 40 lbs. of clean Cotton. The whole quantl'ty
gro;n must be exhibited and each sample must be accompanied by a certificate from the Chief
European Revenue Officer of the District in which it is grown to the above effect.

(True Copy.)

... Rupees 1,500

(Signed) R. W.NORFOR,

Secretary Chamber uf Commerce.

Trom Messrs. FISCHER and Co., Salem; to the Secretary to the Chamber of Commerce,
Madras, dated 23rd May 1862,

Sir, s . . ..
Ilerewith we beg to send the Chamber of Commerce as required by A. one of the conditions

of the Resolution by the Governor General of the 9th August 186, three sealed samples of the
Egyptian and Bourbon Cottons, one of the first and two of the second, grown by us in three dif-
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fere'nt localities, to compete for the prizes offered by the said Resolution, and they are accom-
panlf:d l?y a Sfatement as required by condition G. of the system which has been pursued in the
cultivation, with an account of all the expenses incurred therein.

The Resolution of the Governor General is dated the 9th of August 18G!, and only came to

our notice in the Fort Saint George Gazette of the 20th September 18G1.

Condition A. states that « the prize will be given for the largest quantity of Cotton, combined

:: with the bESt' quality ",Vhich.shall 1.)e grown upon any one estate within the Presidency during
the season of 1861-62,” and immediately afier is added, *and which shall be brought for ship-
mi:nt to any Port in, or before the month of June 1862.”

R Thes to be within the conditions of the Resolution, we were obliged to cultivate the Cotton
out of the proper season, as is more fully explained in the Statement. 1f our efforts have been a faj-
lure, the fault is not with us but with the Government in issuing the Resolution at the time of the
year that they did, and thougkh: those efforts be in a great measure a failure, if they surpass those
of other competitors, we submit we are still entitled to the prize.

We will send the produce of the 3 Farms up to the end of May to Messrs. Binny and Co.
for shipment, Home, at whose Godowns it can be inspected by the Chamber. To be within the
conditions of the Resolution of the Governor General, and as the plants will yield another crop
in July and August, we will send that also to Messrs. Dinny and Co., and trust it will be admit-
ted as the produce of one season.

We do not think it will be out of place here to mention that though we have cultivated the
above mentioned 3 plots ourselves especially to compete for the prize, we have besides caused to
be cultivated, by making advances and taking agreements for it from the ryots, upwards of 1,000
acres of land with Bourbon Cotton, the produce of which will be sent (some has already been sent),
to Messrs. Binny and Co., for shipment. Some of the Cotton grown by us last year in this way
fetched as much as 1s. 1d. the pound. Messrs. Binny and Co., can shew the account sales of it
if needs be.

The certificate required by the condition D. also accompanies this letter.

(True Copy.)
(Signed) R. W. NORFOR,
Secretary Chamber of Commerce.

StaTMENT of the system pursued in the cultivation of Egyptian and Bourbon Cotton, the first
in one locality and the second in two other distinict localities, in consequence of the Reso-
lution of the Governor General of the 9th August 1861, published in the Fort Saint George
Gazette of the 20th September 1861, to compete for the prizes offered by the said Resolution.
In consequence of the publication of the said Resolution, we immediately, although entirely

out of season, made agreements with the proprietors thereof, and took in three plots of ground,

one consisting of acres 35, in the village of Erode ; another consisting ofacres 33, in the village
of Palamungalem ; and a third consisting of acres 37, in the village of Erode ; all threein the Talugq
of Perunthuray, Coimbatore District,

Rain fell towards the middle of September, and being pressed for time we ploughed and

"sowed the lands in a hurried manner, without manuring 'them as should have been done. The

lands however had the advantage of having been previously cleared and cultivated and well
fenced in.

Government imposed a difficult task upon us, and we have done our best to perform it.
They forced us into the ficld out of season, and the consequence has been an almost total l:ailurq.
1t is no fault of ours, as we have done our best to meet the wishes of Government. These circum-
stances will, we trust, be taken into consideration in awarding the prize.

Government appear to have been guided as to the date of the publication of their Resolu-
tion, and the time in which they required the Cotton to be delivered, by the nature of the indi-
genous Cottons of the country, These Cottons are sown in September, and they yield only one
crop which comes in in March and April ; but the exatic Cotton requires to be sown as soon as
rain falls in May, as do dry grain crops, and it yields a partial crop in August, and a full crop in
January or February following. The indigenous Cottons are grown in the black clay soils of
the country, but the exotic will only thrive in light loamy soils.

T AR s .
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department, 5
12¢th September 1862.

The system of cultivation pursued with both the Egyptian and Bourbon Cottons is the same,
though the expense varies a little. But neither is a true criterion, for the reasons abovemen.-
tioned, of the success or expense of cultivating them.

Both Cottons, as we have stated above, were sown in September, and the lands for both were
only ploughed twice. The second ploughing for turning in the seed which had been thrown
broad-cast upon it after the first ploughing and sowing, took up from the 12th to the end of Sep-
tember. The plants sprung up luxuriantly enough during the partial monsoon we had, but be-
gan to fail extensively as soon as the dry weather set in, and such plants as have escaped the
drought have produced a little Cotton, of which samples accompany this Statement. The bulk
of the crop will be sent for shipment to Messrs. Binny and Co., at whose Godowns it may be
inspected by the Chamber of Commerce.

The expense we have incurred in these 3 experiments are as follows : —

In the case of Egyptian Cotton (No. I) the seed for which was given us by Mr. Agnew of the
Firm of Messrs. Line and Co. : —

For ploughing the land... ... Rupees 34 10 8
Weeding... s S5 8 0
Repairing fences. . . » 2 12 0
Two watchmen to gaard the field and mend fences

to keep out cattle, from 1st October to 31st May  ,, 3 00
Rent to Government for the land... ' 10 12 9

—

Total... 88 11 5

The yield up to the 31st May is 250 Ibs. seed Cotton which will yield, free of expense, 1 its
weight of clean Cotton, the seed itself paying for the ginning.

We are about to re-plough and re-sow those parts of the fields which have failed, and with
the rains we are having the old plants will yield another crop of Cotton in August; this ought to

be taken into account, as the produce of one season.
In the case of the Bourbon Cotton Nos. 2 and 3. —

No. 2. No. 3.

Ploughing cost... .. Rupees 30 5 4 Rupees 3¢+ 5 4
Seed... .. »» 7 8 0 » 510
Weeding... eor s 0 00 st 0 00
Repairing fences... » 20 0 0 s 17 0 0
One watchman.., ' 17 8 0. 9 17 8 0
Rent of land... ... 55 3015 1 s 22 5 9

Total... 106 5 3 96 1

The yield of seed Cotton up to 31st May of No. 2 is 1,100 Ibs. and of No. 3, L,1501bs,

The above is the mode of culture that has been pursued with these Cottons, but the system
that ought to be pursued in the cultivation of the exotic Cotton, is to select carefully your land
iv the beginning of the year, giving the preference to light loamy and calcareous soils, the more
lime there is in it the better, lime being essential to the production of good Cotton, The neigh-
bourhood of hills should be avoided, because the dampness of the atmosphere, in their vicinity
is injurious to the produce and deteriorates the quality of the Cotton, by begetting innumerable
little insects or beetles of a red colour, which produce a disease, that not only slunts and destroys
the pod, but also discolours the Cotton.

Having thus chosen the land, the next thing to be done is to manure it well by penning
cattle and sheep upon it, or by throwing plenty of cattle manure upon it.

This done, ploughing should commence in April or May as soon as sufficient rain has fallen
to saturate the ground ; the ploughing should be repeated 3 or 4 times, and the weather should
be watched, and if it is likely that there will be continuous rain for a few days, the seeds should
at once be sewn. Iu this country this is done broad-cast and the seed is turned in by another
light ploughing.

A month or two afterwards, the plough should be run through the ground to destroy weeds.
This will for the time injure the plants, but that is of ro consequence as they soon recover, Im-
mediately after the ploughing the plants should be © thinned off” wheie they are-too closc tege-
ther by pullingup the sickly or injured ones.
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e
2. The Chamber also submi a schem

and copies of Papers received from Messrs,
awarded,

e R

e for the division of
Fischer & Co. of Sal

Ptize was assigned.
they see reason to beli
will ensure a more extend
5. These alterati
prizes, in the allotme
own with Cottop,
to the Government of India,
Chamber of Commerce for th
6. In accordance wit,

. e subject of Cotton cultivation in the Salem District.
7. IS statement may be published as a Supplement to the District Gazettes, and a

sufﬁcujnt .number of copies of thig Supplement both in English and the Vernacular language of
the District, should be struck off for distributiop,

(Signed) T. PYCROFT,
Chief Secretary.

——

the following Jettor be despatched.
From T, PYCROFT,
George, to the Secretary to
No. 1,953,

Ordered that
No. 200. Esq., Chief Secretary to the Government of Fort Saint
the Government of India, dated 12th September 1862,

SR,

1. i d by the Governor in
Letter from Sceretary to Chamber of Commerce, I am directe y

d . issi
27th August 1833, ated Council to forward to you, for submission to
Extract from the Proceedin f th : i apers as
r;:ﬁ; 12362. mngs o e Chamber, dated 30th the Government of India, copies of pap

Proceedings of.the Committee of the Chamber aopointed to
award the prize, dated 2nd and 4th Avgust 1862,

Rules for the Cotton prize of 1862-63 recommended by the
Chamber.

Letter from Messrs. Fischer & Co, of Salem, dated 23:d4
May 1862, with two enclosures, nerce.

Do. from do. 28th June 1862, with one enclosure o Ttisa matter ofregret that as regards
the present season the object for whicl the prize was instituted, has not b.een attained, There
has been little or no competition, Messrs. Fischer & Co. ?f Salem and Bha‘h I;,e.clldy of Cudd.apa(};
being the only Cotton growers who haye competed. The c.:auses ;)f t tls 41 Zre a.red'POmtle
out by the Committee of the Chamber of Commerce, who were -03ar{%e wit av‘var l?g the
Government prize, in their Proceedings of which a copy accompanies this letter. The Govern-
ment concur in the opinions expressed by the Committee, and recommfand to the favorable con‘m
sideration of His Excellency the Governor Qene:al the scheme .whlch ‘the_y hax:e proposed.
There is, the Government think, reason to believe that th'e alterations suggest.ed in the' te.rm.s
of the prize, will secure a much larger number of compe.tltors. These alterauons.; consist ina
division of the amount of the prize into several stnaller prizes, the allctment .of distinct prizes
to indigenous and exotic Cottons, and the reduction of the area to be sown wn.h. Cotton. tter

3. I am directed to request the early attention of the Government of India to m_yf ithe
dated 15th August 1862, and to the Rules now proposed by the Chamber of Ccmmerce fo
prize of 1862-63.

per margin relating to the award of the
Government Cotton prize for the year 1861-62,
received from the Madras Chamber of Com-
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