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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
9th September 1862.

Read again the following letters :—

No. 141. From the Sub-Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated 28th November and
recorded in Proceedings 23rd December 1861, No. 2,345.

From the Sub-Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated 24th June 1861, and 8th July 1862,
recorded in Proceedings 21st May 1862, No. 1,118:

Read also the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 30th May 1862, No. 3,497.

Read the following letter from C. J. SHUBRICK, Esq., Collector of Sea Customs, to
W. HUDLESTON, Esq., Secretary Board of Revenue, dated Madras, 27th May 1862, °

No. 313.

Sig,
I have the honor to inform the Board in teply to their Order No. 3,321 of the 22nd instant,
on Government Proceedings No. 1,118 of the 21st idem, that country made Rum imported into

Madras is placed in Bond till exported by sea or sold to the Commissary General, or the Abkarry

Renters under Passes from the Collector of Madras.

——

Submitted for the information of Government, with reference to their Proceedings quoted

by the Collector.
(A true Copy and Extract.)
(Signed) W, HUDLESTON, Secretary.

142, OrpEr THEREON, Oth September 1862, No. 1,922.

L By.a Notification issued on the 13th February 1861, No. 290, by the Government of
“India, the Customs duty on Rum imported into the Bengal Presidency was reduced to Rupees 2-4-0
per Imperial gallon, and in a letter of the same date (No. 316) the Governor General in Council
authorized this Government to make a corresponding reduction in this Presidency, if it should
be thought advisable. In the ‘same létter it was remarked that the Excise duty upon’ Rum
manufactured in Bengal after the European method had also been reduced to the same rate, but
that this part of the measure was believed not to be applicable to the Madras Presidency.

. 2, This letter with other correspondence on the same sub-
G 0. 1st March 1861, No- 474. ject was referred to the Board of -Revenue for their remarks,

and in reply, after communication with the Collectors of those
“e G.O 13th Docember 1861, No0.2,345. Districts where the manufacture of Rum by the European
process is carried on, they reported® that, so far as the Customs
Revenue or the HHome manufacture of the article w?re concerned, there would be no objection
to the proposed reduction of duty. At the same time they pointed out that such-a measure
was likely seriously to injure the Abkarry Revenue of the Town of Madras, inasmuch as even
with the present rate of duty of Rupees 3, Columbo Arrack, retailed at Madras under the
Abkarry licenses, competed at a disadvantage with imported foreign spirits, and any reduction of
the duty on them would of course increase that disadvantage.
3. A statement of the Import of foreign spirits during the last five years, was then called
\ for, and was submitted accordingly in January last. The
G. 0. 2lst May 1862, No. 1,118, Governor in Council does not think it advisable to reduce the
duty on foreign spirits imported at Madras for the present.

4. In the second of the papers recorded above the Board raise another -question in con-
nection with the disposal of country made spirits. The export of such spirits is free under
Act X of 1860, and the Port to Port trade is also free under Act VI of 1818. Under Act 32
of 1843, such spirits are *limited to export by sea or to sale to the Commissariat or the
« Abkarry Renter, but there has been no hindrance under the practice hithertoin force to the free
«export of Rum; for instance fron} Cuddalore for sale to the Commissariat at Madras.” The
Bengal practice on the other hand would seem to require the payment of Import duty on ¢ Rum
« distilled in the country and exported from one Indian Port to another for consumption.”
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ystem is knowa and recognized in Cal

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Recenue Department,
9th September 1862,

5. In the last of the foregoing papers it is explained that country made Rum imported
into Madras, is placed in Bond until it is either sold or exported in accordance with the Act
already enunciated.

6. Under these circumstaoces it appears to the Government that the practice now obtain-

ing in Madras is unobjectionable. The Board appear to bave called their attention to it on the
ground that it was opposed to the method that prevails in Bengal, but from the remark made by
the Government of India and quoted in paragraph 1 supra, it is evident that this difference of

cutta and it therefore appears unnecessary to pass any
orders on the question rajsed by the Board.

(Signed) P. P. HUTCIIINS,
dcling Deputy Secretary tr Goverament.
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