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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,

No. 288.  Read the following Extract from the Proceedings of the Right Honorable the

" Governor General of India in Council, in the Home Department, under date the 3lst

July 1862, No. 3,869
Reap a Telegram from the Acting Chief Secretary to the Government of Bombay dated 11th
t given on the Pay Abstract of Government Establish-

TJune last, enquiring whether each recelp ,
¢ is given exceeds Rupees 20 should bear a one anna

ment when the sum for which the receip

stamp.
Read a letter from the Advocate General, dated 3rd July 1862, stating that such receipts

require a one anna Stamp.
RESOLUTION.

1. The Governor General in Council is of opinion that the general receipt given by the
Head of an Office on the back of a Pay Abstract is not liable to a stamp duty, the receipt being
(Reer of Grovernment in his official capacity and acting on behalf
of Government, but that when the an:munt of the Pay Abstract comes to be distributed the re-
ceipts of the payees for calaries exceeding 20 Rupees a month must }jave a .stamp of one anna
affixed to each, like other receipts given for the Payment.of' money. The takmg'of such receipts
on the back of a general Pay Abstract does not, 10 the opinion of His Excellency in Council, form

any ground of exemption.

9. The question may arise whether, the law being as aboYe stated,' such receipts should be
specially exempted from stamp duty. The Governor General in Council Sges Rg reason why they
should. The tax is one which has been purposely put at such a low uniform rate, that it will
hardly be felt as a burden by any one; and it therefore appears to His Excellency in Council to
be very undesirable to admit of any exemptions from the tax other than those provided for by

the law.

executed in thisinstance by an O

ORDERED, that a copy of this Resolution, and of the Advocate General’s opinion referred to,
be forwarded to the Government of Bombay for information and guidance, in continuation of the

Telegram issued yesterday.
Ordered also, that a copy of this Resolution and of the Advocate General’s opinion be for-
i warded to the Local Govern-
Government of Straits Sett oments. s 4
Foreign : | Ohief Commissioner of Oude. ments  and  Administrations,
Military # e 3 %ep:}:;li ;EOVI:{'-%- Departments and Authorities
. " . A riti rmah, ) 1
;.;\:E;Wom it - l Director General of Post Office. noted on the margin for infr-
’ 3¢ ! Telegraphs. o bl . $
Govern:n by orl%?%gflprovinccs. Inspector”General of Police in India, mation and gl{ldance. The neces-
2 Punjab, ,ssguperi_n:engeu: og (}?’re«r::ogilcq.l Survey, sary communication to the Bank
7 uperintendent o 0. air. s
d Pt 5 of Bengal will be made by the

Financial Department.

Financial Department.

(True Extract.)

(Signed) A. M. MONTEATH,
Under Secy. to the Govt. of India.
From T. H.COWIE, Esq., Advocate General, to A. M. MONTEATH, Esq., Under
Secretary to the Government of India,—dated the 3rd July 1862.

1. Inreply to your letter of the 19th ultimo, I have th.e honor to state that, in my opinion,
receipts passed in the Pay Abstract of a Government Establishment for sums exceeding twenty
Rupees, require a one anna stamp. :

9. As the case stood under the Act of 1860, Lthink it would have been doubtful whether
any stamp was nccessary, as it might possibly have been contended that each receipt was a writ-
ing to which Government was & party, within the meaning of the general exemption in the
Schedule to that Act. Butiin the new Act the general exemption is confined to writings ¢ made
or executed by or on behalf of Government,” There may be some difficulty in determining
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Under Secy. to the Govt, of India,
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