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Proceedings of the Madras G overnment, Revq‘nue Department,
‘ 28th July 1862. - ‘

R )

No, 356,  Read the following letter from the Municipal Commissioners for the Town of
Madras, to the Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George, dated Madras, 14th

June 1862 :— ¢
Sir, o
1. By the General exemption and rule under Schedule A. of Act 36 of 1860, deeds, instru-
ments and writings of any kind, in which Government, or any Board Commission, Court or
public Officer, may, in a public capacity, be a party, were not required to be stamped ; but by
Act X of 1862, this privilege is confined to deeds, instruments and writings made “or executed
by or on behalf of the Government; and in the Note appended to Schedule A it is expressly

mentioned that the foregoing exemption does not extend to any deed, instrument, or writing

executed by a Municipal Commissioner, the effect of which is to render every bill for Assessment
or Wheel Tax exceeding in amount Rupees twenty (20), together with all bills for road, drain
~and other work performed by our Contractors, liable to a Stamp duty of one Anna.

4 2. To the operation of the amended Stamp Act in regard to the transactions between us.
and our Contractors we can offer no objection, but we submit that the levy of an Imperial Tax
on receipts for Municipal rates, is opposed to sound policy, and contrary, we believe, to prac-

tice in Europe; and as, in some degree, the representatives of the rate paying portion of the

publi¢, we would respectfully urge a reconsideration of thefmatter. N

. 3. Again, under Schedule B of the amended Act, applications presented to the Municipal

Commissioners or to any Magistrate or Justice of the Peace under Act XIV of 1856, are required

o beara Stamp of'one Anna; and by a reference to the local Board of Revenue we learn that all
applications to the Commissioners to exercise their powers under said Act on behalf of the appli-»
cant must be stamped. This will, we fear, be considered a hardship 1)}' the public.

4. The working of the Conservancy Act has generally been looked upon with disfavor
by the Native population, inteffering as it does with many of their old customs and habits, and
‘subjecting them to heavy penalties for acts that were not considered offences prior to November
-l§*56 ; and now they are required to pay stamp duty on every application to our Board, however
trifling and unimportant its nature may be. ' ' .

] 5. The revenue derivable from this source will be insignificant, as the number of applica-
tons made to us yearly is only about 1,000, and we are therefore emboldened to solicit a
Teconsideration of this point also. :
. > We have honor to be, &c.,

_ T, E. BELL, President.
T B. CARDOZO,

S. JESUDASEN,

Municipal Commissioners for the Town of Madras.

>

= Transferred to the Revenue Department for disposal.
(Signed) A.J. ARBUTIINOT,

19tk June 1862, Acting Chief Secretary.

- e et vt

1N°' 857, o ORDER THEREON, 28th July 1862, No. 1,603.

‘ 1. In this letter the Municipal Commissioners call the attention of Government to
.Schedule A, Act X of 1862, and Note thereto, according to which, instruments and writings .
executed by a Municipal Commissioner are no longer exempted from the opzration of the Stamp |
’Law, as was the case under the previous Act XXXVI 1860. :

2. The Commissioners point out that according to the present enactment every bill for,
;ASSessment or Wheel Tax exceeding in amount Rupees 20, together with all bills for road, drain
:arfx.d oLl;cr work, performed by the Contractors of the Municipal Commission, are liable toa Stamp
ot an Anna, ' - e T e .- oo
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Proceedings of the Madyqs Government, Rey

28th July 1862,
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3. Again, under Schedule B of Act X of 1862
missioners or to any Mazistrate or Justice of the pe
bear a Stamp of gge Anna,
Revenue, alj applications tg t];0 Commissioners to
behalf of the applicant, myst be stamped,

4 The C(zmmissioners Point out that this changein the Stamp Law will be considered a hard.
ship by the publie, and wij] add to the dis

(R TN S P R S

enue Department,

T T e e B e T VI

» applications presented to Municipal Com.
ace under Act XIV of 1836, are required to

:.Y _‘he_ Nf‘t”e Population, They also Point out that the revenye derived from this source will
¢ 1nsignificant as the number of these.applications does not excecd 1,000,

5. The bills ang applications to whicl, the Commissioners’ letter refers are clearly liable
under the Stamp Act X 1862, anq the G

to the G t overnor in Coune;] sces no sufficient sround for a reference
he (Fovernnien . . .
° W toany alteration ip the Stamp Law, in respect of this
class of documents. .

(Sigued) A, 7, ARBUTIINOT,
Acting Chief Secrctary,
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