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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Deioartment,
. 17tk July 1862.

No. 234,  Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 315t October 1861,

. No. 5,959:—

»
'

Read the following letter from G. N. TAYLOR, Esq., Inim Commissioner, to W. HUDLE.-

»

1861, No. 252, o .
Sir, ) .

1. T have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of a copy of the Proceedings of the Board
of Revenue, dated 23rd April 1861, No. 2,110 in paragraphs 39 to 41, of which they discuss the
question of a water rate on Infms, and inquire (paragraph 41) on what basis the Inim assessments
in the Godavery District were calculated by this Department. _

2.1 beg to state that the assessment on the Inéms was formed irrespective of the advantages
derivable from anicut irrigation ; and though no express reservation on this point was made in
the Title Deeds, it was generally explained to the Infimdars that their lands would be liable toa
separate water rate for irrigation supplied from the anicut. So far, therefore, as the settlement
concluded by this Department is concerned, the right of Government to levy a water cess is not

STON, Esq., Secretary tothe Board of Revenue, Chepauk, dated Palmanair, 8rd July

affected, . “
3. 1am of opinion, however, that the option of refusing the irrigation will be the only '

safeguard, open to the Indmdars, against injustice and inequality in the imposition of 'a uniform
water cess ; and I think that this principle should be followed ia substance, even if it is not
deemed expedient to allow option to every individual holder of land, while recognizing the
justice of the principle laid down by the Board, that in broad questions of this kind, the
intercsts of the minority must yield to those of the majority, I think it only fair that the wishes of
the general body of Indmdérs of each village, or of each tract unifqrmly circumstanced, should
at least be consulted before their lands are subjected to a compulsory permanent charge for water,
It seems to me that Inims cannot with justice be brought under the same treatment ag the
Government lands, because on _t_hg,latter,the incidence of the water cess is, to a great extent,
equalized by the reduction and modification of the dry tarams of the lands ; whereas, in the case
of Indms, the water rate ought to fall solely and entirely on the additional profits derivable from
anicut irrigation, and ought not to trench on the original income, or return, from the lang,
Caution would seem to be especially required in this respect, because doubts have, from the first,
been entertained as to whether a uniform cess of 3 Rupees an acre would not press with undue’
heaviness on certain classes of soils. When I quitted Rajahmundry, in the spring of last year,
considerable apprehensions were expressed by the Infmdérs of Tanuku and Mogaltur, that the
water rate would lead to the annihilation of Indm property. These apprehensions derive no little
force from the remarks of the Deputy Director in paragraph 138 of his report, where he foresees |
the possible contingency of the whole T4luq of Tanuku bodily. declining to take water in order
to escape the payment of the water rate. So lor-lg as th.e combined assessment on Sirkar lands i3 i
i and moderate, I am prepared to admit that it isneither necessary nor expedient to allow any '
option to the Ryots, But such a contingency as that foreseen by the Deputy Director, the -

probability of which can scarcely be questioned, argues conclusively to my mind that the water

cess is likely to absorb the whole of the additional profits on Infm lands. L

4. Under these circumstances I would strongly recommend that the Collector and his
Deputies, be requested to institute a careful scrt.niny into the bearing of the water rate in the
different parts of the District. Such an inquiry is altended with no difficulty as regards Inims
which are generally rented out by their holders ; and asthe anicut irrigation has been in use for
some years, it will be easy to ascertain what increase of rent the Indmdars have derived since its
construction. If, from this inquiry, it should appear that,after making due allowance for the
advantages of the general rise of prices in recent years, the increase in the Indmdar’s rental is such
as would leé\_ve a clear broad margin of profit over ard above the proposed water rate, there can
be no positive hardship in compulsorily enforcing the cess; but, should it be found that the
water rate absorbs the whole, or nearly the whcle of the profits secured by the irrigation, and by
the water carriage derived from the anicut, so as to leave no sufficient inducement to incur the
cisk and uncertainty of a change from the ordinary routine of cultivation, the voluntary principle
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2 Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
) - 17th July 1862, :

will best determine what reduction ought .to be made in the cess
far as the Inamddrs are concerned, to continue the pr.esent course
any system which may hav'e the effect of cor.npellmg landhol
description of cultivation which they may consider most adv
by Mr. Master dry .cultivalion on the rich Regada lands ?f
advantages. It is less exhaustive of the energy or productiv
of dry grain can always be raised after black paddy sown asadry crop ; and th
grains relatively to paddy are steadily rising. It appears to me, therefore,
:esulting from the unequal pressure of the water fa'te, on the Regada Ing
avoided by allowing the Inimd4rs the option of raising, either a dry crop o
irrigation, subject to a permanent water charge of 1 or 11 :
wet crop subject to a water rate of'3 Rupees an acre ;’tbe dry lands being allowed 1o be perma-
nently converted into wet, at any time that the Inimdsrs m

ay find it to their advantage to do so.
This course does not seem to be allowed by paragraph 2

2 of the rules sanctioned by Government
for the water assessment, which requires that a water rate of 3 Rupees an acre shal] be charged

for paddy of whatever description and however cullivated, I submit, with deference, that the
fairness of this rule is open to question, In the Regada tracts a dry crop of what is called black
paddy, which is sown broad cast and never trztnsp]anted, is quite distinct, and jg easily and readily
distinguished from wet crop cultivation, It js usually raised, mereover, by means of 1}e falling
rains, or with as little irrigation as may'be i criptions of dry grain,

5. These qugstions, however, will be best deci of the inquiry into the
bearing of the water rate on Inzim. lands, the institution of which I have Suggested above, [y the
meanwhile discretion should be given to such general temporary
remission in the water cess as may he ict to Prevent injury to
private rights.

» of whether it is preferable, so
of dry cultivation. I deprecate
ders to change that course or
antageous to them. As remarked
Tanuku and Mogultur has many

e power of the lapd i a second crop

e prices of dry
thatall complications
m lands, will be best
f paddy by temporary
Rupee an acre under Rule VI, ora

the District authorities to make
required in partg of the Distr

s

Beard’s Proceedings, dated 23rd April 1861, 1.
No. 2,110, paragraphs 39—41,
Government Proccedings, dated 24th J une
1861, No. 1,231, R. D., paragraph 9, in the margin.
2. The question which has to be decided js th
under the anicut works are to be charged for irrigati

taking or refusing water, and if the option ismnot all
from them in case of refusal, . :

e mode in which Indmgs
on, whether they are 14 },
owed, how the water cesg

s holding lands
ave the option of

€an be collected
3. As the decision on these questions must iy great

Measure depenq onth
the Infm Commissioner had enfranchised the Indms from their o]q disabilities
rules regarding succession, he was requested tos‘ate Wwhat those terp, were, and |
at the head of these Proceedings,

4. Mr Taylor states that his assessment )
‘ advantages derivable from anicut irrigation, a
 this point in the Tiile Deeds, it was generally
** be liable to a separate rate for irrigation sy
““ the assessment concluded by this (the Inim)
“ to levy a water cess is not affected.”

5. He, however, proceeds to express his

0
village or of each trac uniformly circumstanged
lands are subjected to ¢

€ terms on which
under the former
steply is recorded
n[(ll :}}Jle I":ms v formed « rrespective of the
exP]ai(r)lzg t n:hel ation was made on

0 the Indmdges that the;
; r
pplied from lands would

he anjcyt S
. * So far, therefore, as
Department i concerned, the , .

Xpress regery

ight of Government

Plhﬂloildtillat 0 all fairpegs the Infmds s of each
shou i x

ave ay ecision before their
© Points out that their
to their natural capabilities witho

and tha
the water rate should fa]] solely ’ 8 t? Place
irrigation,

profits

to raise dry crops with
Pec Lor 1} per acre, or
with the option of

1

;. Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department, 3
o ‘

17th July 1862.
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converting the dry lands permanently into wet af any time they may_ﬁnd it to their advanlag '/

do so,

ke

. ] istinction di_én

7. The Board fully recognize the equity of the principle involved in the dl;txn(;:tlo:‘l‘l(‘l:1£ e

by Mr. Taylor between the position of the Indm lands and”of the 'Govern.xgienthaninst;e way of
revised assessment, and in respect to Infms classed as ““ dry,” they see no difficulty i

-
imposing a fair water rate,

8. The rule submitted to Government with the letter from the Board, dated Ist June 1861,

4 itably as to Government lands not
No. 2’843.’ may be applied tc{[th‘(;lca?;I()Ifa:;)i)én:;n:{daSIZE:the I)r;émdér nearly in the p?sition
?]asse'd Mr o R“ICZ ; e hi,m to be. But there is one important point still to .be d.ec1ded—
?[n ?:;c;lnltqr;:i’f: }:E;::o(;-?l;s(llz are brought within the influence of permanent irrigation to be
s amd! .
permitted t? refu.se to take wa]t:lt'h?at where the Infm lands are contiguous to, or surrounded by
s obvious to 'retr;:ion the Inimdér’s refusal or acceptance of water when t§1e lands
Goveirnmter(;t .landl; ;(::rolf";:arly u’niform level and stratification must be a mere form in great
are situated in a '

N

P

i i i fit from the irrigation supplied -
: lation derive very sensible bene
mezsure. His lands must by perco

i ied at the cost of Government, he would
fo the surrounding fands, an}ii(;rtgzi):teiz;ﬁ:} ;‘;gll):; nothing. A limit must be placed to s.uch
aner Mr Taylo'rs e Infm lands are situated as above supposed, the Bf)ard consider
h diseretion as this, and Wher? 1 ’ be applied to the cases of Iném lands classed or registered a.s dry.
that Rules II and. Vil ey fairly here the great majority of the lands in a tract of 1§mform
Ihen & whole v‘lllage ¥ I"Fm: O; ‘;t be allowed to the InAmdars of deciding whether their lands
c}}:alrlalt:tef are fn;l:; ;l:)et o;)ltl::oif} :;I[l,egy accept irrigation, they should come under the standarfl rules
shall be irrigate , )
for the assessment of .the wa(;f:r r‘:::.of the case of Indms registered as ‘ wet.” 'I:here can be no

s e Yemains to lsposituated in a tract which has come under the influence of the
doub thatLWhe}? sui}:ali:jsa:: in all probability the sufficiency of the supply has been greatly
icut works, the ce
?rtrlxproved. ’ 11. It was admitted by .th; Collecto:)s gfn::i]otgg
From the Collector of the Godavery District, Godavery and Kistna Districts in the corresponde
dated 21st January 1861, paragraph 11, in

i i i f the anicut
Board’s Proceedings, dated 18th February i, the margin, that prior to the construction o :
. 1861, No. 895.

’ Ac"i“g Coue(:tor Of the Kistna none Of[ (4 lch no are be
Irom the n h Inﬁrﬂs Wh w Ileﬁte

: wise than * imperfectly irri-
District, dated 17th June ldes,la '&fgﬂﬁ; can be said to have been other P y
4, in Board’s Proceedings, date:

i Board think

1o%h Yo 2083 gated"”han:nnu(:ds: :;‘:15‘:0 clizc:tl:::'?i:s t;}:] liberal to the
that the simplest arrangljmer;t;ha:ia‘l’?:’t’:fr ﬁupees 1} per acre on a.ll wet Inim l.ands W(}ll()-se
Indmdérs would be to ¢ arg no longer precarious by the construction of the amct;’t-zlm 1t;
irrigation has been rendere tional cases of disastrous floods, or more or !ess complete failure o1
dependent channels, Exce.p 1 drought would of course be treated exceptlona'lly, butasa genera
supply in seasons of excess:et - al;’ove proposed will alone be found pr.actlc.:able and genex:ally
rule the Board .thlflk that wbia secures the rights of Government, .A legxs}atlve enactment is }tl)f
acceptable, whxletxt T‘_’azoi‘:ale;l force, and to al'ow of the cess being realized on default by the
course necessary to giv
same means as the Land Revenue. A true Copy nd Extract.

¢ (Signed) W. HUDLESTON, Secretary,

‘ dated 7th February 1862, No. 8GS.
ax ) . Board of Reverue, . o

No. 235, Px:oceedlngSfOf thz‘, 0'I‘MHORNHILL, Esq., Acting Collector of Kistna District,
fend the T owing ]ﬂ]thESr’;'[CI;N .L'sq Secretary to the Board of Revenue, Chepauk, dated

to W. HUDLE » 145G,y 205.

Masnlipatam, 4th December 1861, No. 30

Stx, ings, No. 5,959, dated 31st October 1861, and more

i ' ceedings, No. 5,959, S 1, an

v 1 Adverting t?h thleoBZZr(i: iﬁl;:hich the question of Indms registered as * wet” js dlfposed
csfplfcla:}ly ;c}o f:;aiiaor;)ossing :o levy an universal vater rate of 13 Rupees an acre on all Inims so
o y tbe oare
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émm Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
174 July 1862,
r——————

rords italicised in the Preceding quotation

“its dependent channels,” i.e, in effect to omit
from que XI.

9. The Government accept both these modifications, The option to be allowed jn the case
of dry Indms is only fair, and in their order
marginally noted* they have in fact admitred
the propriety of the change as regards wet [nim
lands in these Deltas,

10. The Board will be good enough to submit arevised Rule in
tioned in Government Order, 26th October last, No, 2,054,

* G. O, 27th March 1861, No. 713,

Place of Rule XTI sanc-

11.. In order to remove all doubt as to the ]ega]jty of realizip
well as Government lands, the Board wil] Prepare a Draft Act for 5y
making Laws and Regulations at its next sitting,

g the water cess on Inim as
bmission to the Council for

(Signed) A, J, ARBUTHNOT,
deting Chief Secrefary,
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